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PREFACE. 

t 

• 

He who ventures on a detail of events, recent in ;the 
recollection of the* world, hazards much, and can scarcely 
expect to avoid censure* The numerous actors in, and 
spectators of, the scenes portrayed, entertaining different 
opinions of the facts as they transpired*, and ascribing 
them to entirely different causes, becomes^each a critic in 
his turn, accordingly as the narrative corresponds with, 
or is variant from his own- opinion. 

The historian who traces events, at a period remote 
from their occurrence, stands on more favourable ground, 
and has fewer difficulties to encounter : he then proceeds 
in his undertaking without being acted upon by prejudice, 
or influenced by partiality. His readers, too, are simi- 
larly situated. But he who draws them at a moment when 
recollection treasures them, is oftentimes placed under 
the influence of both — ^may be diverted insensibly from 
the course pointed out by truth ;~ascribe events to mo- 
tives that never induced them;— bestow censure where it 
is not due, and commendation where it is not merited. 

To avoid errors so common, and to present things truly 
as they occurred, has been the wi'sh of the author, and he 
believes he has succeeded. He believes so, because he 
had no inducement to do otherwise, and because, having 
all the original papers in his possession, and the opportu- 
nity of constant and repeated intercourse with the subject 
of this history, there was no avenue to error, unless from 
intention, and this he disclaims. He can therefore ven- 
ture upon this assurance, that what is detailed may be 
taken as correct. 

As regards the execution of , the vrork, he has not ipuch 
to offer to the consideration of the reader. He is willing 
to trust it • to the world,* without preface or apology ;« — 
without supplicating its charity or indulgesdce in its favour: 
from no belief that ^mple room is not afibrded for^both to 
be exercisitd in his behalf, but from a conviction that they 
are ^Idoraf or ne%er extended, and that none has a right 
to ask for them, unless uuijer peculiar circumstances. 
Whether, he be commjtent to^the task, i^thi& duty of every 
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man to inquire, before he undertakes to become an au- 
thor; no sooner does he appear before the public in that 
character, than they have a right to infer,, that he has en- 
tire . confidence in his own qualifications, and therefore 
may, with propriety, judge him " according to his works." 

He who shall read what is written with a determination 
to be displeased,, because it is not so perfect as he him- 
self could have made it, is desired to i^emember, that 
there is every imaginable difference between him who has 
been accustomed to such pursuits, and, from habit, is en- 
abled to give a happy arrangement to thought, and cor- 
rectness to expression, and one who carries with him no 
such aid. But those who desire a Correct view of those 
masterly exertions which constantly hurried their actor to 
the most brilliant and uninterrupted success — who can be 
pleased with benevolence and generosity, and strength, and 
nerve, and decision of character, concentred in the same- 
breast — with a career, which, at every step, evinced an 
unshaken determination to move forward for the benefit 
and exaltation of his country, at all hazards, and at every 
,risk, will find much to admire. They will see the man, 
of whom they have already heard much, fearlessly en- 
countering danger^ and erecting himself in opposition to 
every design that came in collision with the duty he owed 
to the station he occupied; and who, in moments of ex- 
treme difficulty, did not shrink from responsibility; but, 
bringing to his aid the slender resources within his reach, 
prote^ed and saved an all-important and valuable portiQ;n, 
of his country, at a time when her w*armest votaries re- 
garded her cause, in that quarter, as hopeless. 

It was desirable to avoid in the narrative, all those cir- 
cumstances in which General Jacksoij was not directly 
concerned ; but as the desigpi was to give a complete his- 
tory of the southern war, that plan has been pursued, and 
some events* hjtve boen briefly adverted to, in which the 
-General had no immediate agency. 

The work, such as it isj is submitted to the public; 
an^ nothing either of charity or^vbur, supplicated in its 
behalf. Tlie matter is important, and the manner of pre-, 
senting it, if defective, may at least prove serviceable to 
some future historian. 

JOHN-H: EATON. 
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His birth, parentage family, a|id education.— JSngages in the Ameri- 
can Revolution, and is shoirtly after, with his brother, made a prison- 
er.— Theirlrcatment and sufferings. — Commences the study of law. 
— ^His removal to* the westferh country, — Anecdote. — ^Becomes 'a 
fnetnber <Jf the Tennessee convention^and afiterwaids a senator in the 
tJnJted States* congress. — Retires, ahd^is apppinted a judge of the 
state courts.-»Decla]:ation of war, — Jeriders tlie servliccs of 2500 
volunteers to t^ie. president.— Ordered to the lower country. — His 

- descejit and return, ^and digphargp of the troojis. 

Andrew Jackson was born on the 15th day of JMarch, 
1 767. JETis father, (Andrew) the youngest son of his fa- 
mily, emigrated to America from Ireland during the year 
1765, brining with him two sons, Hugh and Robert, 
both very young. Landing at Charleston, in South Ca- 
rolina, he shortly afterward? purchased a tract of land, in 
what was then called thp Waxsaw settlement, about forty- 
five njiles above Camden; at which place the subject of 
this history was born. Shortly after his birtb,, his father 
died, leaving three ^ons to be provide*d for by their mo- 
ther. She ap*pears to have been an exeniplary woman, 
and^ to have executed the arduous duties which had de- 
volved oii her, with great faithfulness and with much suc- 
cess.* To the Iess9ns she jjoiculcated on the youthful minds 
oF her sons, was,. no doubt, owing, in a great measure, 
that fixed opposition *to British tyranny and oppression, 
which afterwards so' much' distinguished them. Often 
would she spend the winter's evenings, in recounting the 
sufferings of their grandfather, at the siege of Carrick- 
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fergus, and the oppressions exerci|ed *by the nobility 6f 
Ireland, over the labouring poor; impressing it upion 
them, a5 a first duty, to^ eJCpend, their ijves, .if it should 
become necessary, in defending and supporting the natu- 
ral rights pf man. . / 7v 

Inheriting but a small patrimony from their father, it 
was impossible that' all the sons <iouId receive aft expensive 
education.** T^^^ ^^^ eldest w^re thei'efore only taught the 
rudiments of JheiV mother tongtie, "at a common country 
schooE But Andrew, being intended by his mother for 
the ministry, was sent to a flourishing academy at tlie 
Waxsaw meetinghouse, superinten4ed by Mr.' Humphries; 
Here he was = p4aced oil the^stiidy of the».dead* language^, 
where he contiiiuerf until the revofutionary war extending 
. its ravages into that section of South Carolina, *rendered 
it necessary that every otie should betake himself to the 
Afnerican standard, seek protection with the enemy, op 
flee his country. It wgis not an' alternative that admitted 
of tedious deliberation. The natural ardour of his temper, 
deriving encouragement from the .recommendations of his 
mother, whose feelings were Hot less alive on the occasion 
than his own ; and excited by those sentiments in favour- 
of liberty,' with which, *by her convfersation, his mind 
had been early endued, - quickly determined hixh in thp 
course to be pursued^ and^^t the tender age of* fotirteeii?, 
accompanied by Jj^s Drt)'ther Robert, he 'hastened to th'e 
American camp, and engaged actively, in the se:rvice of 
his country. His oldest brother, who had previously 
joined the army, lost his life at the battle of Stofto, from 
the excessive heat" of the weather, *and the fatigues of the 

Both Andrew and Robert, . at ^his period, were pretty 
well acquainted with the. manual exercise, and had some- 
idea of the different evolutions of the field^ having 'been 
indulged by their mothf r in attending the drill and, gene- 
raLmiisters of the neighbqjirhood.* ' * 

' The Arjericans being unequal, as well from the inferi- 
ority of tlieir numbers, as their discipline, to' engage the 
British army in battle, had re^tiredinto the interior of 
North Carolina; but whien they learned, *that lorH Cora- 
wallis had -crossed the Yadkin, " thet retflmed in small de- 
tachments to their native statle. On*theii»*^rrival, they 
found lord Rawdpn in possession of Camden, and the 
whole country around in a state of desolation. The Bri- 
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ils})^ commander being advised of the return of the settlers 
of Waxsaw, major Coffin was despatched with a corps 
of light dragoons, a company of infantry, and a consi- 
derable number of tories, for their«capture and destruc- 
tion; Hearing of their approach, the settlers, without 
delay,. appointed the Waxsaw meeting house as a place of 
I'end^vous, that they might the better collect their scat- 
tered strength, and concert some system of operations. 
About forty of them, had accordingly assembled at this 
pointv when the enemy approached, keeping the tories,* 
who were dressed in the common garbbf the country, in ' 
front, whereby this little band of patriots was completely 
deceived, hanging taken them for captain Nisbet's company, 
in expectation of which they had been waiting. Eleven 
were t^ken prisoners; the rest with difficulty fledj dispers- 
ing* and betaking themselves to the woods for concealment. ' 
Of those who thus escaped, though closely pursued, were . 
Andrew Jackson and his brother, who, entering a secret 
b^nd in a creek, that was close at hand, obtained a mo- 
mentary respite from danger, and avoided^ for the pight, 
the pursuit of the enemy. The next day, 'however, having 
gone to ^ neighbouring house, for the purpose of procur- 
ing something to eat, they were broken in upon, and made 
prisoners, by Coffin's dragoons, and a party of tories who 
accompanied them. Those young men, with a view to 
security, had placed their horses, in. the wood, on the mar- 
gin of a^ small creek, and poste15, on the road which led 
by the house, a sentinel, that they might have informa- 
tion of any approach,' and in time to be able to elude it. ^ 
But the. tories, who were well acquainted with the coun- 
try ani' the*passes through the forest, had,' unfortunately 
passed the creek at the very poiitt where the hordes aild 
|>aggage of ou^ ^ung, soldiers were dep^osited, and taken* 
possession of them. Having ^otie this, they approaclied 
caution I Jy, tl^e hous§, and were almost at the door Jb^fore • 
the^y were discovered. To escape was impo§sil}le, and 
boUi were made prisoners. Being placed u^^der guard, 
Andrew jvas ordjejped, ift a very imperious tone, by a Bri- 
tish office?^ to clean his boots, which had become* muddied 
in crossing the creek. , '^his or&er he positively and pe- 
remptorily refused* to' oJ)ey; 'alleging that he looked for 
such treatment as. a prisoner bad a ri^jht to^ expect. Irf- 
censed at his refusal, the officer aimed a blow at his head 
with a drawn sword, which would, very probably, have 
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terminated his existence, had he not parried its effects by 
. throwing up his left hand, on which he received a severe 
- wound, the mark of which he bears to this hour. His 
brother, at the same -time, for a similar offence, received 
a deep cut on the head, which subsequently occasioned his 
death. They were both now taken to jail, where, sepa- 
rated and confined, they were treated with marked severity, 
until a few days after the battle before Camden, when, in 
consequence of a partial exchange, effected by the inter- 
'cessions and exertions of their mother, and captain Walker, 
of the militia, they were both released from con^nement. 
Captain Walker had, in a charge on the rear of the Bri- 
tish army, succeeded in making thirteen prisoners, whoin 
he gave in exchange for seven Americans, of which num- 
ber were these two young men. Robert, during his con- 
finem'ent in prison, had suffered greatly; the wound on his 
head, all this time,^ having never been dressed, was fol- 
lowed by an inflammation of the brain, which, in a few 
days after his liberation, brought him to the grave. To 
add to the afflictions of Andrew, his mother, worn down 
bj grief, and h(!r incessant exerticms to provide clothing 
and other comforts for the suffering prisoners, who heCd 
been taken from her neighbourhood, expired in a few 
weeks after, her son, near the lines of the enemy, in the vi- 
cinity of Charleston. Andrew, the last and only surviving 
child, confined to a bed. of sickness, "occasioned by the 
sufferings he had been compelled to undergo, whilst a pri- 
soner, and by exposure on his returning froni his captivit\', 
. was thus left in the wide world, without a huma:n being 
wifli whom he could claim a near relationship. The small 
pox, about the same time, having naade its^appearaiffce 
upon him, had well tifgh terminated' his sorrows lind his 
*ei^stenCe.. . * * , ■ , 

Being at length Vecovered from his complicated •^'ffiic-' 
' tionsj^'he entfered upon the enjoyment of his^statC; which, 
although small, would have b^en sufficient,' under pructent 
management, to have completed his educatioli, " on the li- 
beral «cale*whiQh his nu)ther*K^d designed. .-Unfortu- 
nately, however, he^ like too many young men, sacrifieilig 
future prospects to present gratification, expended it with 
rather tod profuse a hand. * Copaihg,, at length,^ to fore- 
see that he should be fipally obliged td rely on his own ex- 
ertions, for support and suctesB in life, he again betook 
himself to his studies with in^jreased industry. He re- 
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commenced under* Mr. M^CulIoch, in that part of Carolina 
which wa§^then. called tlte New Acquisition, near Hill's 
iron works.' .'Here he revised^ the languages, devoting a 
portion of liis time to a. desliltory course of studies. 

His edacaJ:ion being completed, so ^ar.as his wasted pa- 
trimony, and the limited opportunities tKen* afforded in 
tnat section cif the coui^try, would permit, ^t the age of 
eighteen, he turned his attention to acquiring a profession, 
and in preparing himself to enter on the busy scenes of 
life. The pulpit, for which he had been designed by his 
mother, was now abandoned foi* the bay; ahd,^ in the winr 
ter of 1784, he repaired to Salisbury, in North Carolina, 
and commenced the study of law, undel* Spruce M'Cay, 
Esq. (afterwards one of the judges of that state,) and sub- 
sequently continued it under colonel John Stokes. Having 
remained at Salisbury until the winter of 1786, he ob- 
tained a license from the judges to practise law, and con- 
tinued in the state until the^pjring of 1788. . 

The observations he was. enabled, during this tiine, to 
make, satisfied him that this state presented few induce- 
ments to a young attorney; and recollecting that he dtood 
a solitary individual in life, without relations to aid him 
in th^ onset, when innumerable difficulties arfse and Re- 
tard success, he determined to seek a new country. But 
for this, he might have again returned to his native state ; 
the death, however, of every relation he had, had ^yiped* 
away all those endearing recollections and circumstances 
which warp the mind to the place of its nativity. The 
^w^stern parts of the state of Tennessee wer«, about tHis 
time, often spoken of, as presenting flattering-prospects to • 
adventurers. He immediately determiiied tq^ accompany 
judge M'Nairy thither, who had been appointed, and was ^ 
going out to hold the first supreme court that had ever sat 
in the state. . Having reached the Holston, they ascertain- 
ed it .woujd be impossible to arrive %t* the tlnie appointed 
for the Si^ssion of the cour^; ^nd therefore- determined to 
remain in »tliat section' of coj^ntry until fall. They re-, 
commenced their journey iji October, and, passing through 
an extensive uninhabited country j(. reached IJashyille. m th^ 
same mo.nth, 3t ha^ Ijot Been Jackson's intention^, c^r- r 
tainly, tp. make Tennessee tjie place of his future resi- 
dence; his visit was merely eiperimentalj and his stay re- 
mained to' be determinej} wy the adXaritages that might be 
disclosed; but finding, soon 'after hj^ arrival, that a con- 
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sider able. Opening was oflfered ^r the success of a youngs' 
attorney, he determmed to remain.. To Qne.:of refined, 
feelings, the prospect bjgfofe him was, certainly, not "of an 
encouraging cast As in all newly settled countries rau$t 
be the.pasc,*society was loosely formed, and united by but 
few of these ties which have a tendency to enforce the per- 
forfnanpe of moral duty, ai^d the right execution of ju^ 
tice. The young men of the places adventurers from dif- 
ferent sections of the country, had become indebted to the 
merchants ; tjiere was but one lawyer in the country, and 
they had so contrived, as to retain him in their business?; 
the consequence wa«, that the merchants were entirely de- 
prived of the means of enforcing against those gentlemen • 
the execution of th^ir contracts; In this state^f things 
Jacksoi^made'his appearance at Nashville, and while the 
creditor class looked -to it with, great satisfaction, the 
debtors were sorely -displeased. Applications were im- 
mediately made to him for his professional services, and 
on the morning after his arrival he issued seventy writs. 
To those prodigal gentlemen, it was an alarming circunv- 
stance; their former security was impaired; but that it 
might not wholly depart, they determined to force him, 
in*some w^y or other, to leave the country; and to effect 
this, broi4s and quarrels wkh him were to be i*esorted to. 
This, however, was soon abandoned, satisfied, by the firat 
controversy in which they had involved him, that his de- 
cision and firmness were such as to leave no hope of effect- 
ing any .thing through this channel. Disregarding the 
opposition raised to him, he continued, with care and in- 
dustry, to press forward iji his professional course, and 
•his attention soon brought him forward, and introduced 
him to a profitable practice. Shortly afterwards, he was 
apppinted*by Washington, attoraey general for the district, 
in which capacity he continued to act for several years. 
Indian d'epreddtioHs^being then' frequent on the Cumber- 
- land, every man, of necessity, became a soldier. Unas- 
sisted by -the go^'ernmenV the settlers were forced to rel)r 
forsecurity on thek* own bravery and*exeptions. Although 
young, no person was n^ore distinguished* than Andrew 
Jackson, in defen^ng the country ^g|iinst these predatory 
incursions of the s'avages, who continually harassed the 
frontiers, and not unfrecjuently approached .the. heai-t of 
the settlements, whieh^were thin,' ^ut not widely^extended. 
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He aided alike in garrisoning the forts, and in pursuing 
and chastising the eneiny. 

' In^ the year 1 79.6, having, by his patriotism, firmness, 
and talents, secured to himself a. distinguished standing 
' with all cldss^s, he was chosen one 9f the members of the 
^convention, for establishing a constitution for the state. 
His good 'conduct and zeal for the public interest, and the 
r^ublican feelings and sentiments which were conspicu- 
ously disclosed in the formation and arrangement of this 
instrument, brpught him more prominently to view; and, 
wfthout projgosing or soliciting, he was, in the same year, 
jelected a member of the house of representatives, in con- 
.^ress, for the state of Tennessee. The following, year, 
his reputation contipuing to increase, and every bosom 
feeling a wish to raise him to still higher honours, he was 
chosen a senator of the United "States congress, and took 

• his' seat on the '22d day of November, 1797. , Aboi^t the 
middle of April, business of an important and private na- 
ture, imposed on him the necessity of asking leave of ab- 
sence, and returning home. .Leave was granted, 'and be- 
fore the next session he resigned his seat. He was but a 
little more than thirty years of age, and hence, scarcely 
eligible, by the constitution, at the time he was elected. 

J The sedition law, about which 9.0 much concern anS feel- 
»» ing has been manifested through the country, was inti'o- 
. duced into the "senate, by Mr. Lloyd, ot Maryland, in June, 
^ and passed that body on the 4th of July, following; hence 
the name of Jackson, owing to the leave of absence which 
jhad been .granted him in April, does not apj>ear on the 
journals.. On the alien law, however, and the effort to re- 
peal the stamp act, he was * present^ resting in the mino- 

• rity, ■ and on the side of the Republican principles of the 
country.* - . * , 

Th« state of Tennessee, on its admission into the Union, 
cpi^pri^ing but one military division, ajid general Con- 
way, who. commanded it, as major-general, dying about 
this time, Jabkson, withoij^t being consulted on the subject, 

• The naipeis of those senators who voted for a j«peal of the alien 
law, and stamp act^s(^obnoxious*tothe r^ublicansof this countiy, at 
the ses^on of 1798, were Anderson, Bloodwdrth, Brown, Foster, 
Oreen^L Jdcksm, Larigtidtf, Xlvenfiore$ Martia, Mason, Tazewell. 
Against the repeal Chafpman, Claylysn, Goodhue, Hillboiise, Howard, 
I^timer, Lawrence,, Llayd,' North, ^aine, I^ad, Rutherford^ Sedg- 
mokj Stockton, Tracy. * . . . ' 



12 LIFE OF GENERAL JACKSON. 

and without the least intimation of what was in agitation^ 
was, as the constitution- of the state directs, chosen by 
the field officers, to succeed him; which, appointment 1^. 
continued to hold until. May, 1814, when he was consti-' 
tuted a major-general in the United States? service*. 

Becoming .'tired of political life, for the intrigues of 
which he declared himself unqualified, and having for tw«, 
years voted in the minority in congress, he resigned, after 
the first session, his seat in the senate. To this measurCv 
he was strongly induced, from a desire to make way for 
general Smith, who, because of his more advanced age, 
he conjectured, would be able to render more important 
services to the government than himself. His country^ 
however, unwilling that his talents should .remain inactive - 
.and unemployed, again demanded his services. Imme-- 

• diately after his resignaticm, he was appointed one of the 
judges of the supreme court of the state^ Sensibly alive 
to the difficult duties of this station^ distrusting his legall 
acquirements, and impressed with the great injury he • 
might pVoduce to, suitors, by erroneous decisions, he ad- 
vanced to the office with reluctance, and in a, short time 
resi|;ned,.leavingit6penfor those, who, he believed, from 

• longer experience, were better qualified thap himself, to 
discharge its intricate and important duties. Unambitious 
of those distinctions and honours whiqji ^ young men 'are 
usually proud to possess; finding too, that his circum- 
stances and condition in life, were not such as Jo permit i . 
his time and attention to be devoted to public matters, he 
determined to yield them into others' hands, and- to devote 
himself to agricultural pursuits; and accordingly settled • 
himself on an excellent farm, ten miles from Nashville, " 
on Ihe Cumberland river;, where, for several ^years, he enr 
joyed all the comforts .of domestic and social intercourse. 
Abstracted from the busy scenes of public life, "pleased 
with, retiremeiit, surrounded by friends \\j)iom he^lovecj,* 
and who entertained for him the highest. veneration and 
respect and blessed with an amjable and affectionate* con- 
sort, Hiothifig seemed wanting to the completion of that 
happiness which_ he so anxi6u§.ly desired whilst iin office. 

But a period, approached, when all these endeamnents 
w£re again to be abandon^d,^ for the duties of more active 
life. Great Britain, by multiplied outrages on our rights, 
as an independent and neutral natit>n^ had provoked from 
our government a declaration of war against her. Thi,s 
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measure, ' though founded in abundant cause, had been 
ong Ibrbome, and etery attempt at conciliation made, 
mthout effect: when, at length, it was resorted to, as the 
only attemative that could preserve the honour and dignity 
of the nation, General Jackson, ever devoted to the inte. 
rest of his country, from the moment of the declaration, 
knew no wish so strong as that of entering into her ser- 
vice, against a power, which, independent of public con- 
siderations, he had many private reasons for disliking. In 
hep, he could trace sufferings and injuries received, and 
the efficient cause, why, in early life, he had been lert for- 
lorn and wretched, without a single relation in the world. 
His proud and inflexible mind, however, could not ven- 
I tare to solicit an appointment in the army,%hich was about 
' to be raised. He accordingly remained wholly unknown, 
until, at the head of the militia, employed against the 
Creek Indians, his constant vigilance, and the splendour 
c^-^his victories, apprised the general government of those 
great, military talents which he so eminently possessed, 
and conspicuously displayed, when oppdrtunities ibr ex- 
erting them were afforded. 

^ The acts of congress, of the 6th of February, and July, 
^ iai2, afforded the means of bringing into view a display 
of those powers, which, being unknown, uhder other cir- 
cumstances, unfortunately, might have slumbered in in- 
f action. Under the authority of these acts, authorizing the 
president to accept the services of fifty thousand volun- 
teers, he addressed the citizens of his division, and twenty- 
&ve hundred flocked to his standard. A tender of them 
I'hat'ing been made, and the offer accepted, in November 
he received orders to place himself at their head and to 
descend the Mississippi, for the defence of the lower 
counti^y, which was then supposed to be in danger. Ac- 
cordingly, on the 10th of December, those troops ren- 
dezvoused at Nashville, prepared to advance to the place 
|of their destination f^ and, although the weather was' then 
Excessively severe, and the ground covered with snow, no 
troops could have displayed greater firmness. The gene- 
ral was every where with them, inspiring them with, the 
•ardour that animated his own bosom. The cheerful spirit 
with which they submitted to' hardships, and bore priva- 
^tions, . on tlie very onset of their military career, as well 
i«s the order and subordination they so readily observed, 

B ' 
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were happy presages of what was to be expectedf wlien 
they should be directed to face an enemy* 

Having procured supplies, and made^Uie.necess^y aiv 
rangements for an active campaign, they proceeded, the 
7th of January, on their journey; and, defending the Ohio 
and Mississippi, through cold and ictt arrived, and halted 
at Natchez. Here Jackson had beenjuiatiaicted to remain 
until he should receive further ord«l*s« Having chosen a 
healthy site for the encampment of -ihis troops, about two 
miles from Washington, he devoted his time, with the ut- 
most industry, to training and preparing them for ao^ve 
service. The clouds of war, however, in that quarter, 
having blown over, an order was received from the secre- 
tary of war, dfted the 5th of January, directing him, on, 
the receipt thereof, to dismiss thbse under his con^man^, 
from service, and to take measures for delivering over every 
article of public property, in his' possession, to brigadier 
general Vnlkinson. When this' order reached his cajmp, 
there were one hundred and fifty/on the sick report, fifty-six 
of whom were unable to raise their heads, and almost the 
whole of them destitute of the means of defraying the ex- 
penses of their return. The Consequence of a strict com- 
pliance with the secretary's order,' inevitably would havt 
been, that many of the sick must have perished, whilst 
most of the others, from their destitute condition woulc^ 
of necessity, ha^e been compelled to enlist in tlie regular 
army, under general Wilkinson. Such alternatives were 
neither congenial with their general's* wishes, nor such 
this band of vdtonteers had expected, on adventuring wji 
him in the service of theli* country; he had carried the 
from home, and, the fate of war and disease apart, it w 
his duty, he believed, to bring them back. Whether 
^pectation that, by this plan, many of^them would 
compelled into the regular ranks, had formed any part 
the motive that occasioned the order for their dischar 
at so great a distance from home, cannot be known ; a 
it would be uncharitable to insinuate against the gove 
mient so serious and foul an accusation^ without the stron 
est eyidfehce to support it. Be this as it may, Genei 
Jackson could not think of Sacrificing or injuring an arm] 
that had shown such devotedness to their country ; and 
determined to disregard the order, and march them agj 
to their homes, where they had been embodied, rather thj 
discharge them where they would be exposed to the.gi 
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Ht hardships and dangers. To this 'measure he was 
proimpted, not only by the reasons already mentioned, but 

r by the. consideration, that many of the troths under his 
command were young men, the children of his neighbours 
smd acquaintances, who had delivered them into his hands, 

, as to a guardian^ who, with parental solicitude, would 
watch ovei* and protect their welfare. To-have abandoned 
them, therefore, at such a time, and under such circum- 

, Stances, would hare drawn on him the merited censure of 

' the most deserving part of his feUo w-cidasens, and . sensi- 
bly wounded his own generous feelings. Add to this, 
' those young men who were confined by sickness, learning 

I the nature of the order he had leceived, implored him, 

\ "With tears in their eyes, not to abandon them in so great 
|tn ejctremity, reminding him, at the same time, of his aa- 
suraiices, that he would b&to them as a father; aad of the 
itiipUcit confidence they had placed in his word. This 
Was an appeal, which it would have been difficttit for Xhm 
feelings of Jackson to have resisted, had it been without 
the support of other weighty considerations; but, influ- 
enced by them all, he had no hesitation in coming to a de- 

i ' termination. 

' Having made known his rescdution to th^ field officers 

' of his division, it met, apparently, their approbation; but, 
after retiring from his presence, they assembled late at 

' night, in secret caucus, and proceeded to recommend to 
him an abandonment of his purpose, and an immediate 

' ' discharge of his troops* Great as was the astonishment, 
' which this measure excited in the General, it produced a 

\ still higher sentiment of indignation. In reply, he urged 

the duplicity of their conduct, and reminded them, that 

although to those who. possessed fimds and health, such a 

course could produce no inconvenience, yet to the unfor- 

'tunate soldier, who wa? alike destitute of both, no measure 

• could be more calamitous. He concluded by telling them, 
that his resolution not haying been hastily concluded on, 
nor bottomed on light considerations, was unalterably 
fixed ; and that immediate preparations must be made for 

' carrying into execution the detennination he had farmed, 

^ He lost no time in making known to the secretary of war 
the res\)lution he had adopted; to disregard the order he 

' had given, and to return his army to the place where he 

- had received it. He painted in strong terms the evils 
which the course pursued by the government was calcu 
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lated to produce, aiid expressed .the astonishment he UJ^ 
that it should have originated with the famous author of 
the **Newburg Letters," the once redoubted advocate oiF. 
soldiers' rights. * ••*" 

General Wilkinson, to whom the public property" -^as' 
directed to be delivered, learning the determination; 'VJ^lSk: 
had been taken by Jackson, to march his troops back,.fn^ 
- to take with them so much of that property as shouWj^ 
necessary to their return, in a letter of solemn and-mj 
rious import, admonished him of the consequence9 w. 
were before him, and of the awful and dangerous, T^sjpon^*^ 
sibility he was taking on himself, by so bold a. mea^t^;- 
General Jackson replied, that his conduct, and tfaexo^^ 
sequences to which itjnight lead, had been deliberiter * 
;. Weighed, and Well considered, and that he was prep«pe< 
•to abide the result, whatever U might be. Wilkinson^ (a 

• .jtit'eviously given orders to his officers, to reci*urt.frpd[|ry 
".Jickson's army; they were advised, however, on their,^^^^' 

••;-appcfarance, that those troops were already in tfie.seiVi&gS^ 
7^-'c^ the United States, and that thus situated, theyshoiijd^ 
• ifot be enlisted; and that he would arrest and coniine tl^: 
.:.first officer who dared to cater his encampment with aw^ 

such object in view- . ".'^Tt' 

Tl\e' quarter-master, having been ordered to furnish -^li^'-. 
., .necdssljiry:; transportation, for the conveyance of the s&fc . 
^^find the baggage to Tenn'^^see, immediately set ato'ut{th^^ 
^^yerformance of the task; but, as the event proy^d^ )^i&l, 
'. ■ not the least intention of executing it. Still, he cpntiimect/ 
.'to keep up the isemblance of exertion; and the bettec- itot- 
. de^ceive, the very day before that which had been apJ3|5>ii^l 
■ ed far breaklug up the encampment, and comniencingr^^ 

return majpch,jpleven wagons arrived there. by his ^rofeTv^- 

• The next morning, however,* when every thing wa>>a1)0jij^ . 
-7%to be packed Up, acting doubtless from orders, ancj' liiten^- 

.. 'i'lvinjg^ to produce embarrassment, the quarter-master. entei^. 
•y?vtlie encampment, and discharged the whplel '."He Vas" 
':^' ^i*ossly mistaken in the man he had to deal with; and- had 

f^npw,. played his tricks too far to be able to accbni^lish^the 

. ;:Jiob^fet^Y^ich had, no doubt, been instructed to.iffi^ct. 

.-^ pffisrega^^ so evidently designed tdpre- 

^.Hent his miatrching back his men. General Jack^^sbn seis^ed 

. .^rfJLon these wagons, ydt withih his lines, and compelled 

. them to proceed torihe transportation of his sick. It de- 
•«6'rve5 to be recollected^ that this quarter-master, so soon 
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as he received directions for furnishing transportation, h^d 
despatched an express to General Wilkinson: and there 
can be but little dpubt, that the course of duplicity he af* 
terwards pursued, was a concerted plan between him and 
that general, to defeat the design of Jackson; compel him 
to abandon., the course he had adopted ; and, in this way, 
draw to the regular army many of the soldiers, who, from* 
necessity, would be driven to enlist. In this attempt, they 
were fortunately disappointed. Adhering to his original 
purpose, he successfully resisted every stratagem of Wil- 
kinson, and marched the whole of his division to the sec- 
tion of country whence they had been drawn, and dismiss- » 
cd them from service, as he ha4 been instructed. 

To present an example that might buoy up the sinking 
spirits of his troops, in the long and arduous march be- 
fore them, he yielded up his' horses to the sick, and trudg- 
ing on foot, encountered all the hardships that were met 
by |he soldiers. It was at a time of year when the roads 
were extremely bad, and the swamps, lying in their pass- 
age, deep and full; yet, under these circumstances, he 
placed before his troops an example of patience and hard- 
ship that lulled to silence all complaints, and w^on to him, 
still strongter than before, the esteem and respect of every 
one. On arriving at Nashville, he communicated to the 
president of the United States the course he had pursued, 
and the reasons that had induced it. If it had become ne- 
cessary, he had sufficient grounds on which he could have 
justified his conduct Had he suffered General Wilkinson 
to have accomplished what was clearly his intention^ al- 
though an event which might, at the moment, have bene- 
fited the service, by adding an increased strength to the 
army, yet the example would have been of so serious and 
exceptionable a character, that injury would have been the 
final and unavoidable result. Whether the intention of 
thus forcing these men to enlist into the regular ranks, 
had its existence under the direction of the government, 
or not, such would have been the universal belief; and all 
would have felt a deep abhorrence, at beholding the patri- 
ots of the country drawn off from their homes, under pre- ' 
tence of danger, whilst the concealed design was, by in- 
creasing their necessities, at a distance from their resi- 
dence, to compel them to an act which they would have 
abstained frbm under different circumstances. His con- 

B 2 - . 
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duct, terrible as it first appeared, was in the end appr«nredy 
and the expenses incurred directed to be paid by the go* 
vernment 



CHAPTER 11. 

Indian preparation for bostUities*— Tecimaseh arrives -amongst the 
southern tribes; his intrigues. — Civil wars of the Creeks.— De- - 
stniction o( and butchery at Fort Miiiims.-^£xpedition against the 
Indians. — ^Jackson unites with the army, and enters the enemy's 
country. — Scarcity of supplies in bis camp. — Learns the savaged 
are embodied.-^His address to his tro<^s. — Detaches Genend Co& 
fee across the Coosa. — ^Battle of Tallushatchee. ^ 

The volunteers, who had descended the river, having^ 
been discharged^ early in May, there was little expecta-, 
tion that they wduld again be called for.^ Tennessee was 
too remotely situated in the interior of the country, to ex- 
pect their services would be required for her defence, and 
hitherto the British had discovered no serious intention 
of waging operations against any part of Louisiana. Their ' 
repose, however, was not of long duration. The Creek 
Indians, inhabiting the country lying between the Chata- 
hochee and Tombigbee, and extending from the Tennessee 
river to the Florida line, had lately manifested strongf 
symptoms of hostility towards the United States, from. 
which they had received yearly pensions, and every as-v 
sistance which the most liberal policy could bestow. This 
disposition was greatly strengthened, through means used 
by the northern Indians, who were then making preparations 
for a war against the United States, and who wished to en-» 
gage the southern tribes in the same enterprise. This they 
believed to be of great importance; as, by assailing the 
whole line of our frontiers, at the same time, they would 
be able, at once, to gratify their vengeance, and to enrich 
themselves with plunder. 

An artful impostor had, about this time, sprung up 
among the Shawnees, who, by passing for a prophet, com- 
missioned by "the Great Spirit," to communicate his 
mandates and assurances to his red children, had acquired^ 
among his own and the neighbouring tribes, a most asto- 
nishing influence. Clothed, as they believed him to be, 
with such high powers^ they listened, to his extravagant 
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doctrines^ and in them fully confided. In a little time, he 
succeeded in kindling a phrensy and rage against the Ame« 
ricans, which soon after burst forth in acts of destructive 
Tiolence. His brother, Tecumseh, who became so famous 
during the war, and who was killed subsequently, at the 
battle of the Thames, was despatched to the southern 
tribes, to excite in them the san.e temper. To the Creeks^ 
ats by far the most numerous and powerful, as well as the 
most liable, from their situation and habits, to be influ« 
enced by his suggestions, he directed his principal atten- 
tion. Having entered their nation, some time in the spring 
of 1812, he repaired to Tookaubatcha, where he had re- 
peated conferences with the chiefs; but not meeting with 
the encouragement he expected, he returned to the Alaba-* 
ma, which he had previouisly visited, and there commenced 
his operations. 

• Finding here several leaders of g^at influence, who rea« 
dily entered into his views, he was enabled to carry on his 
schemes with greater success. Deriving his powers from 
his brother, the Prcphei^ whose extraordinary commission 
and endowments were well understood by all the neigh* 
bouring tribes in the south, his authority was regarded 
with the highest veneration. He strongly interdicted all 
intercourse with the whites, and prevailed on the greater 
part of the Alabama Indians to throw aside the implements 
and clothing which that intercourse had furnished, and 
return again to their savage state, from which he repre* 
aented them as highly culpable for having suffered them« 
selves to be estranged. In a word, no means were left 
untried to excite them to the most deadly animosity and 
cruel war. To afford additional weight to his colliicils, 
this designing missionary g^ve assurances of aid and sup- 
port from Great Britain; whose power and riches he re- 
presented as almost without limits, and quite sufficient for 
the subjugation of the United States. So considerable an 
influence did his intrigues and discourses obtain over the 
minds of many, that it was with difficulty the most turbu- 
lent of them could be restrained from running immediately 
to arms, and committing depredations on the exposed fron- 
tiers. This hasty measure, however, 'he represented as cal- 
culated to defeat the great plan of operations which he was 
labouring to concert; and enjoined forbearance, until the 
moment should arrive, when, all their preparations being 
ready, they might strike a general and decisive blow; ia 
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the mean time, they were t6 be industriouslf employed in 
coUedting arms and ammunition, and other "necessary im- 
plements of war. 

Having ordained a chief prophet, whose word was to be 
regarded as infallible, and whose directions were to be im- 
plicitly foHowed; and established a regular gradation' of 
inferior dependents, to disseminate his doctrines through 
the different parts of the nation, Tecumseh set out to his 
own tribe, accompanied by several of the natives. 

From this time, a regular communication was maintain- 
ed between thfe Creeks and the northern tribes, in relation 
to the great enterprise which they were concerting toge- 
ther; whilst the parties, carrying it on, committed fre- 
quent depredations on the, frontier settlers. By one of 
tiiese, in the summer of 1812, several families had been 
murdered in a shocking manner, near the mouth of the 
Ohio; and shortly afterwards, another party, entering the 
limits of Tennessee, under circumstances of still greater 
barbarity, butchered two families of women and childreii. 
Similar outrages were committed on the frontiers of Geoi> 
gia, and were continued, at intervals, on the inhabitant^ , 
of Tennessee, along her southern boundary. 

These multiplied outrages at length attracted the atten- 
tion of the general government^ and application was made, 
through their agent, (Colonel Hawkins,) to the principal 
chiefs of the nation, who, desii-ous of preserving thein 
friendly relations with the United States, resolved to pu- 
nish the murderers with death; and immediately appoint- 
ed a party of warriors to carry their determination into 
execution. No sooner wa's this done, than the spirit of 
the gfeater part of the naition, which, from policy, had 
been kept in a considerable degree, dormant, suddenly 
burst to a fhime, and kindled into civil war. 

It was not difficult for the friends of those murderers, 
who' had been put to death, to prevail on others, who se- 
cretly applauded the acts for which they suffered, to enter 
warmly into their resentments against those who had been 
Concerned in bringing them to punishment. An occasion, 
as they believed, was now presented which fully autho- 
rized them to throw aside all those injunctions of secrecyi, 
with regard to their hostile intentions, which had been itn- 
, posed on them by Tecumseh and their prophets. ' This 
restraint, which, hitherto, they had regarded with much 
difficulty, they now resolved to lay aside, and to execute at 
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QBce their iiu»atiate and Iqng-projected vengeance, not onlf 
on the white people, but on those of their own nation, who, 
by this last act of retaliatory justice, had unequivocally 
shown a disposition to preserve their friendship with the 
former. The cloak oi concealment being now thrown 
aside, the war clubs were immediately seen in £very sec- 
tion of the nation; but more particularly among the nu- 
merous hordes residing near the Alabama. Brandishing 
them in their hands, they rushed, in the first instance, on 
those of their own countrymen who had shown a disposi- 
tion to preserve their relations with the United States, and 
obliged them to retire towards the white settlements, and 
place themselves in forts, to escape the first ebullition of 
their rage. Encouraged by this success, and their nuna- 
bers, which hourly increased, and infatuated to the highest 
degree by the predictions of their prophets^ who assured 
them that ^Hhe Great Spirit" was on their side, and would 
enable them to triumph over all th^ir enemies, they began 
to make immediate preparations for extending their ra- 
vages to the white settlements. Fort Alimms, situated in 
the Tensaw settlement, in the Mississippi territory, was 
the first point destined . to satiate their cruelty and ven-^ 
geance. It contained, at that time, about one hundred and 
fifty, men, under the command of major Beasley, besides 
a considerable number of women and children, who had 
betaken themselves to it for security. Having collected a 
supply of animunition, from the Spaniards at Pensacola, 
and assembled their warriors, to the number of six or se- 
ven hundred, the war party, commsmded by Weatherford, 
a distinguished chief of the nation,. on the 30th of August 
commenced their assault on the fort; and having succeeded 
in carrying it, put to death nearly Aree hundred persons,' 
includihg women and children, with the most savage bar- 
barity. The slaughter was indiscriminate; ii(iercy was ex- 
tended to none; and the tomahawk, at the saine stroke, 
often cleft the mother and the child. But seventeen of the 
whole number, in the fort, escaped, to bring intelligence 
of the dreadful catastrophe. This monstrous and unpro- 
vols^ed outrage no sooner reached Tennessee, than the 
whole state was thrown into a ferment and nothing was 
thought or spoken of but retaliatory vengeance. Consi- 
derable excitement had already been produced by brutali- 
ties of earlier date, and measures had been adopted hy the 
governor, in conformity whh instructions from the secrc- 
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tary of war, for commenting a campaign agunst tHcm; 
but the massacre at Fort Mimms, which threatened to be 
followed by the entire destruction of the Mobile and Tom- 
bigbee settlements, inspii-ed a deep and universal senti- 
ment of solicitude, and an earnest wish for speedy and ef- 
fectual operations. The anxiety felt on the occasion, was 
greatly increased from an apprehension that General Jack- 
son would not be able to command. He was the only man, 
known in the state, who was believed qualified to discharge 
the arduous duties of the station, and who could carry 
with him the complete confidence of his soldiers. He 
was at this time seriously indisposed, and confined to his 
room, with a fractured arm; but although this appreheti- 
sion was seriously indulged, arrangements were in pro- 
gress,^ and measures industriously taken, to prepare^and 
press the expedition with every possible despatch. 

A numerous collection of respectable citizens, who con- 
vened at Nashville on the 1 8th of September, for theptfl^- 
pose of devising the most effectual ways and means of af- 
fording protection to their brethren in distress, after con- 
ferring with the governor and General Jackson, who was 
still confined to his room, strongly advised the propriety 
of marching a sufficient army into the heart of the Creek 
nation; and accordingly recommended this measure, with 
great earnestness, to the legislature, which, in a few days 
afterwards, commenied its session. That body, penetrated 
with the same sentiments which animated the whole co^un- 
try, immediately enacted a law, authorizing the executive 
to call into the field thirty-five hundred of the militia, to be 
marched ag^st the Indians; and, to guard against all dif- 
ficulties, in the event the general government should omit 
to adopt them into their service, three hundred thousand 
dollars were voted for their support. *' 

Additional reasons were at hand why active operations 
should be commenced with the le^st possible delay. The 
settlers w^re fleeing to the interior, and every day brought 
intelligence, that the Creeks, collected in considerable 
force, were bending their course towards the frontiers of 
Tennessee. The governor now issued an order to General 
Jackson, who, notwithstanding the state of his health, had 
determined to assume the command,, requiring him to call 
out, and rendezvous at Fayetteville, in the shortest possi- 
ble time, two thousand of the militia and volunteers of his 
division, to repel any invasion that might be contemplated 
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C<4Miel Coffee, yi addition to five hundred cavalr^^ alrear 
dy raised, and under his command, was authorized and 
instructed to organize and receive into his regiment, any 
mounted riflemen that might make a tender of their ser- 
vices. 

Having received these orders, Jackson hastened to give 
them effect; and with this object, and a view to greater 
expedition, appealed to those volunteers, who, with him, 
had heretofore descended the Mississippi to Natchez* He 
urged them to appear at the place designated for the ren- 
dezvous, on the 4th of October, equipped and armed for 
. active service. He pointed out the imperious necessity 
which demanded their services, and urged them to be 
.punctual; for that their frontiers were threatened with in- 
. vasion by a savage foe^ f^ Already are large bodies of the 
hostile Creeks marching to your borders, with their scalp- 
ing knives unsheathed, to butcher your women and chil- 
^dcen^ time is not to be lost. We must hasten to the fron- 
tier, or we shall find it drenched in the blood of our citi- 
zens. The health of your general is restored— he will 
• command in. person." In the mean time, until this force 
^ could be collected and organized, colonel Coffee, with the 
•force then under his qon>mand, and such additional 
mounted riflemen as could be attached at ' a short notice, 
- was directed to hasten forward to the neighbourhood of 
:HuntsviUe, and occupy some eligible position for the de- 
fence of the frontier^ until the infantry should arrive; 
when it was contemplated, by the nearest possible route 
:• to. press on to Fort St Stephen, with a view to the pro- 
tection and defence of Mississippi* 

Every exertion was made to hasten the preparations for 
a vigorous campaign. Orders were given to the quarter- 
master, to furnish thenecessary munitions, with the pro- 
per, transportation; and to the contractors, to provide am- 
ple supplies of provisions. The day of rendezvous being 
arrived, and the General not sufliciently recovered to at- 
tend in person, he forwarded by his aid-de-camp. Major ' 
Reid,) an address, to be read to the tropps, accompanied 
by an order for the establishment of the police of the camp. 
In this address, he pointed to the unprovoked injuries that 
had been so long inflicted by this horde of merciless and 
cruel savages; and entreated his soldiers to evince that zeal 
in the defence of their country, which the importance of i 
the moment so much required. "We are about to fujp^ 
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nish these savaipes a lesson of admonition ;—we are aboac 
to teaSh therii, that our long forbearance has not proceed* 
ed from an insensibility to wrongs, or an inability to re- 
dress them. They stand in need of such warning. In 
proportion fts we have borne with their insults, and sub- 
mitted to their outrages, they have multiplied in number, 
and increased in atrocity. But the measure of their of- 
fences is at length filled. The blood of our women and 
children, recently spilled at Fort Mimm^ calls for our 
vengeance; it must not call in vain. Our borders must 
no longer be disturbed by the war whoop of these savages, 
or the cries of their suffering victims. The torch that 
has been lighted up must be made to blaze in the heart 
of their own country. It is time they should be made to ' 
feel the weight of a power which, because it was merciful^ ' 
they believed to be impotent But how shall a war, so 
long forborne, and so ktudly called for by retributive jus- 
tice, be waged ? Shall we imitate the example of our ene»-* 
mies, in the disorder of their. movements and the savage- 
ness of their dispositions ? Is it worthy the character of 
American soldiers, who take up arms to redress the 
wrongs of an injured country, to assume no better mo- 
del tlian that furnished, them by barbarians? No, fel- 
low soldiers; great as are* the grievances that have called 
us from our homes, we must not permit disorderly pas- 
sions to tarnish the reputation we shall carry along with 
us;— -we must and will be victorious; but we must conquer 
as men who ojwe nothing to chance, and who, in the midst 
of victory, can still be mindful of what is due to humai- 
nityt 

** We will commence, the campaign by an inviolable at- 
tention to discipline and subordination. Without a strict 
observance of these, victory must ever be uncertain, and 
ought hardly to be exulted in even when gained. To what 
but the entire disregard of order and subordination, are 
we to ascribe the disasters which have attended our arms 
ip the north, during the present war? How glorious will 
it be to remove the blots which have tarnished the fair 
character bequeathed us by the fathers of our revolution I 
The bosom of your general is full of hope. He knows the 
ardour which animates you, and already exujts in the tri- 
umph which your strict observance of discipline and good 
order will render certain.'* .- i.':^ 
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For the poUc^ of his camp, he announced the following 
order.. 

'^The chain of sentinels will be marked, and the sen- 
tries posted, precisely at ten o'clock to-day. 

^^No sutler will be suffered to sell spiritous liquors to 
any soldier, without permission, in writing, from a com- 
missioned ofEcer, under the penalties prescribed by the 
rules and articles of war. 

;^^ No cidzen will be permitted to pass the chain of sen- 
tinels, after retreat beat in the evening, until reveille in the 
morning. Drunkenness, the bane of all orderly encamp- 
m^ents, is positively forbidden, both in officers and pri- 
vates: officers, under the penalty of immediate arrest; and 
privates, of being placed under guard, there to remain 
until liberated by a court martiaL 

^ At reveille beat, all officers and soldiers are to appear 
on parade, with their arms and accoutrements in proper 
ordf^r. 

'^bn parade, silence, the duty of a soldier, is positively 
commanded. 

^^No officer or soldier is to sleep out of camp, but by 
permission obtained." 

These rules, to those who had scarcely yet passed the 
line^that separates the citizen from the soldier, and who 
had*not yet laid aside the notions of self -sovereignty, had 
the appearance of too much rigour; but the general well 
knew, that the expedition in which they were embarked 
involved much hazard; and that, although lively feelings 
were manifested now, yet when hardships pressed, these 
might cease. He considered it much safer to lay before 
them at once, the rules of conduct to which they must 
conform; believing that it would be more difficult to 
drive licentiousness from his camp, than to prevent its en- 
trance. " ( . . 

Impatient to join his division, although* his health was 
far from being restored^ the general, in a few days after- 
wards, set out for the encampment, and reached it on the 
7th. Finding, on his arrival, that the requisition was not 
complete, either in the number of men, or the necessary 
equipments, measures were instantly taken to remedy the 
deficiency. Orders were directed to the several brigadiers 
in his division, to hasten immediately their respective quo- 
tas, fully equipped for active operations. 

Circumstances did not permit him to remain at this 
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place long enougli to have the delinquencies complained 
.of remedied, and the ranl^s of his army filled. Colond 
Coffee had proceeded with his mounted volunteers to co- 
yer Huntsville, and give security to the frontiers, where 
alarm greatly prevailed. On the night of the Sth, a letto* 
was received from him, dated two days before, advising, 
that two Indians, belonging to the peace party, had just 
arrived at the Tennessee river, with information that Ae 
war party had despatched eight hundred or a thousand of 
their warriors to attack the frontiers of Georgia; and, 
with the remainder of their forces, were marching agpednst 
Huntsville, or Fort Hampton. In consequence of this in- 
telligence, exertions were made to hasten a movement 
Late on the following night, another express arrived, con- 
firming the former statement, and representing the enemy, 
in great force, to be rapidly approaching the Tennessee. 
Orders were now given for preparing the line of march, 
and by nine o'clock the next day the whole division wtiB in 
motion. They had not proceeded many miles, when they 
were met with intelligence that colonel Gibson, who had 
been sent out by Coffee to reconnoitre the movements of 
the enemy, had been killed. A strong desire had been 
manifested to be led forward ; that desire was now strength- 
ened by the information just received; smd it was with dif- 
ficulty their emotions could be restr^ned. They accele- 
rated their pace, and before eight o'clock at night, arrived 
at Huntsville, a distance of tiiirty-two miles; Learning 
here, that the information was erroneous which had occa- 
sioned so hasty a movement, the General encamped his 
troops; having intended to march them that night to the 
Tennessee river had it been confirmed. The next day the 
line oi march was resumed. The influence of the late ex- 
citement was now visible in the lassitude which followed 
its removal. Proceeding slowly, they crossed the Tennes- 
see, and united in the evening with Colonel Coffee's regi- 
ment, which had previously occupied a commanding bluff, 
on the south bank of the river. From this place, in a few 
days afterwards, Jackson detached Colonel CofEee, with 
seven hundred men, to scour the Black Warrior, a stream 
running from the north-east, and emptying into the Toni^ 
bigbee; on which were supposed to be several populous 
villages of the enemy. He himself remained at this en- 
campment a week, using the utmost pains in training his 
troops for aervictf and iabouriitg incessuitly to procu^ 
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the necessary supplies for a campaign, which he had de- 
termined to carry directly into the heart of the enemy's 
country. Towards the latter object, his industry' had been 
employed, and his attention invariably directed, from the 
time the expedition was projected. 

With pressing importunity, he had addressed himself 
to the contractors, and they had given him assurances, 
that on his crossing the Tennessee, they would be prepared 
with twenty days' rations for his whole command; but 
finding, on his arrival at Ditto's, that their preparations 
lirere not in such forwardness as he had been led to expect, 
he was compelled for a time, to suspend any active and 
general operations. Calculating, however, with great con- 
fidence, on exertions, which, he had been promised, should 
be unremitting, he hoped, in a few days, to be placed in & 
situation to act efficiently. Whilst he was thus encouraged, 
and only waiting a fulfilment, that he might advance, She- 
locta, the son of Chinnaby, a principal chief among the 
friendly Creeks, arrived at his camp, to solicit his speedy 
movement for the relief of his fathers fort, which was then 
threatened by a considerable body of the war party, who 
had advanced to the neighbourhood of the Ten Islands, 
on the Coosa. Influenced by his representations, and anx- 
ious to extend relief, Jackson, on the 18th, gave orders for 
taking up the line of march on the following day, and no- 
tified the contractors of this arrangement, that they might 
be. prepared to issue, immediately, such supplies as they 
had on hand: but, to his great astonishment, he was ap- 
prised of their entire inability to supply him whilst on his 
march. Having drawn what they had in their power to 
furnish, amounting to only a few days' rations, they were 
deposed from office, and others appointed, on whose in- 
dustry and performance, he believed, he might more se- 
curely rely. The scarcity of provisions, however, at a mo- 
ment like the present, when there was every appearance 
that the enemy might be met, and a blow stricken to ad- 
vantage, was not sufficient to wave his determination, al- 
ready taken. The route he would have to make, to gain 
the fort, lay, for a considerable distance, up the river: 
might not the boats, long expected from Hiwassee, and 
which he ielt strongly assured must be near at hand, be 
suet with Qivtheway? He determined to proceedr amd 
slaving passed his- army and baggage wagons over several 
«iQuittains of stupendoi^s.size, and such as were thought 
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the discomfiture of your enemy. Your' general, whose 
duty, as well as inclination, is to watch over your safety, 
will not, to gratify any wishes of his own, rush you un- 
necessarily into danger. He knows, however, that it is not 
in assailing an enemy that men are destroyed; it is wheh> 
retreating, and in confusion. Aware of this,, he will be 
prompted as much by a regard for your lives as your ho^ 
nour. He laments that he has been compelled, even inci^ 
dentally, to hint at a retreat when speaking to. freemen, 
and to soldiers* Never, until you forget all that is due to. 
yourselves and vour country, will you have any practical 
understanding ot that word. Shall an enemy, wholly unr , 
acquainted with military evolution, and who rely more for 
victory on their grim visages and hideous yells, than upon, 
their bravery or their weapons— shall such an enemy ever 
drive before them the well-strained youths of our countr]^ ^ 
whose bosoms pant for glory, and a desire to avenge the 
wrongs they have received? Your General will not live to 
behold such a. spectacle; rather would he rush into tiie-^ 
thickest of the enemy,^ and submit himself to their scalp- 
ing knives: but he has no fears of such a result. He knows 
the valour of the men he commands, and how certainly 
that valour, regulated as it will be, ^will lead to victory. 
With his soldiers he will face all dangers, and with them: 
participate in the glory of conquest.'' 

Having thus prepared the minds of his men, and brought 
to their view the kind of foe with whom they were shortly . 
to contend; with about six days' rations of meat, and less.* 
than two of meal, he again put his army in motion to meet 
the enemy. Although there was some hazard in advancing 
^into a country where relief was not to be expected, with 
such limited preparation, yet, believing that his contract- 
ors, lately installed, would exert themselves to the utmost . 
to forward supplies, and that amidst the variety of ar- . 
rangements made, all could not fail, and well aware that 
his delaying longer might be productive of many disad* - 
vantages, his determination was taken to set out immedi-^ 
ately in quest of the enemy. He replied to the Path-killer, .» 
by his runners, that he should proceed directly for the 
Coosa, and solicited him to be diligent in making disco- 
veries of the situation and collected forces of the savages, 
and to give him, as early as possible, the result of his in- 
quiries. 

"The hostile Creeks," he remarked to hinu "will not 
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attack you until they have had a brush with me; and that, 
I .tiiinki will put thenf out of the notion of fighting for some 
time,^* , 

He requested, if he •had, or could any how procure, 
provisions for his army, that he would send them, or ad- 
Vise where they might be had: ^You shall be well paid^ 
and have my thanks into the bargain. I shall stand most 
in need of corn meal, but shall be thankful for any kind 
of .pro visions; and indeed for whatever will support life.'* 

In a letter to governor Blount, speaking of the difficul- 
ties with which he was assailed, he observes >—*' Indeed, 
sir, we have been very wretchedly supplied— -scarcely two 
rations in succession have been regularly drawn; yet we 
are not despondent WhUst we can procure an ear of 
com apiece, or any thing that will answer as a substitute 
for it, we shall continue our exertions to accomplish the 
object for which we were sent The cheerfulness with 
which my men submit to privations, and are ready to en- 
cOttnter danger, does honour to them, and to the govern- 
ment whose rights they are defending. 

"Every mean within my power, for procuring the re- 
quisite supplies for my army, I have taken, and am con- 
tinuing to take. Eas^ West, north, and south, have been 
applied to with the most pressing solicitation. The go- 
vernor of Georgia, in a letter received from him this 
evening, informs me that a sufficiency can be had in his 
state; but does not signify that he is about to take any 
measures to procure it My former contracjLor has been 
superseded : no exertions were spared by him to fulfil his 
engagements; yet the inconveniences under which he la- 
boured were such as to render his best exertions unavaU- 
ing-. The contract has been offered to one who will be 
able to execute it: if he accepts it, my apprehensions 
will be greatly diminished. " 

The sanguine expectations indulged, on leaving Thomp- 
son's creek, that the Mvance of t^e East Tennessee militia 
would hasten to unite with him, was not yet realized. 
The express heretofore directed to general White, had 
not returned. Jackson, on the 31st, despatched another, 
again urging him to effect a speedy junction, and to bring 
with him all the bread stuff it should be in his power to 
procure; feelingly suggesting to him, at the same time, 
the greslt inconvenience and hazard to which he had beer 
. already exposed, for the want of punctuality m himself a* «r 
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his commanding general Owing to that cause, and the 
late failures of his contractors, he represented his army a^ 
' placed, at present, in a very precarious situation, and de- 
pendent, in a great measure, for support, on the exertions 
which they might be pleased to make; but assured him^ 
at the same time, that, let circumstances transpire as they 
might, he would still, at every risk, endeavour to effect 
his purpose; and, at all events, was resolved to hasten, 
with every practicable despatch, to the accomplishment of 
the object tor which he had set out. Believing the co- 
operation of the East Tennessee troops essential to this 
end, they were again instructed to join him without delay; 
for he could not conceive it to be correct policy, that 
troops from the same, state, pursuing the same object, 
should constitute separate and distinct armies, and act 
without concert, and independently of each other. 

The next evening, a detachment which had been sen^ 
out the day before, returned to camp, bringing with them, 
besides some com and beeves, several prisoners of the 
war party. 

Learning now that a considerable body of the enemj 
had posted themselves at Tallushatchee, on the south sid^ 
of the Coosa, about thirteen miles distant. General Coffee 
was detached with nine hundred men, (the mounted troops 
having been previously organized into a brigade, and 
placed under his command,) to attack and disperse them* 
With this force he was enabled, through the direction of 
an Indian pilot, to ford the Coosa about four miles above the 
Islands; and having encamped beyond it, very early the 
next morning proceeded to the execution of his order. 
Having arrived within a mile and a half, he formed his 
attachment into two divisions, and directed them to march 
so as to encircle the town, by uniting their fronts beyond 
it. The enemy, hearing of his approach, began to pre* 
pare for action, which ^as announced by the beating of 
drums, mingled with their savage fells and war whoops* 
An hour after sun-rise, the action was commenced by cap- 
tain Hamilton's and lieutenant Patterson's companies jof 
spies, who had gone within the circle of alignement, for 
the purpose of drawing the Indians from their buildings. 
No sooner had these companies exhibited their front in 
Q|. view of the town, than the enemy formed, and made a vio* 
den tr charge. • Being compelled to give way, the advance 

^ards were pursued until they reached the main body of 
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' the army, which immediately opened a general fire, and 
charged in turn. The Indians retreated, firing, until they 

tot around and in their buildings, where an obstinate con- 
ict ensued, and where those who maintained their ground, 
persisted in fi&^hting, as long as they could stand or sit;, 
without maniiesting fear, or soliciting quarter. Their 
loss was an hundred and eighty-six killed ; among whom 
were, unfortunately, and through accident,- a few women 
and children. Eighty-four women and children were 
taken prisoners, towards whom the utmost humanity was 
shown. Of the Americans, five were killed, and forty- 
one wounded. Two were killed with arrows, which, on 
this occasion, formed a principal part of the arms of the 
Indians; each one having a bow and quiver, which he 
used after the first fire of his gun, until an opportunity oc- ' 
curred for re-loading. 

Having buried his dead, and provided for his wounded. 
General Coffee, late on the evenmg of the same day, united 
-with the main army, bringing with him about forty pri- 
soners. Of the residue, a part were too badly wounded 
to be removed, and were therefore left, with a sufficient 
number to take care of them. Those which he brought 
in, received every comfort and assistance their situation. ' 
demanded, and, for safety, were immediately sent into the 
settlements. 

From the manner in which the enemy fought, the killing 
and wounding others than their warriors was not to be 
a\'oided. On their retreat to their village, after the com- 
mencement of the battle, they resorted to their block 
houses, and strong log dwellings, whence they kept up 
resistance, and resolutely m^ntained the fight. Thus 
mingled with their women and children, it was impossible 
they should not be exposed to the general danger; and 
thus many were injured, notwithstanding every possible 
precaution was taken to prevent it In fact many of the 
women united with their warriors, and contended in the 
battle with fearless bravery-* 
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CHAPTER III 

General Jackion endeavours to unite with the East Tennessee troopSt 
—Establishment of Fort Strother.— Learns the enemy are embodied. 
-—Marches to meet them. — Battle of Talladega.— Is compelled t» 
^ return to his encampment for want of supplies.— Anecdote. — ^Dis* 
contents of ys army. — Militia and volunteers mutiny.— Addreaa^fs 
the officers.— Is compelled to abandon Fort Strother.— Letter from 
the Rev. Mr. Blackburn. — Answer. — The volunteers claim to he 
discharged. — Mutiny .«- Address to them. — General Coffee's brinde 
petitions for a discluirge. — General Jackson's answer. — ^They aban- 
don the service. 

Measures were taken to establish a permanent depot on 
the north bank of the river, at the Ten Islands, to be pro- 
tected by strong picketing and block houses; after which, 
it was the intentipnof Jackson to>proceed along the Coosa 
to its junction with the Tallapoosa, near which it was <K^ 
pected -the main force of the enemy was collected. Know^ 
ing that it would detach much of the streng^ of his army, 
to occupy, in advance, the different points necessary to the 
safety of his rear, it was desirable to unite, as soon as pos- 
^i^^^le, with the troops from East Tennessee: to effect this^ 
h^gain, on the 4th, despatched an express to General* 
Wnite, who had previously, with his command, arrived 
at Turkey town, a Cherokee village, about twenty-five miles 
abov\ on the same river, urging him to unite with him as 
soon sits possible, and again entreating him on the subject 
of provisions; — ^to bring with him such' as he had on hand, 
^ or could procure; and, if possible, to form some certain, 
arrangement that might ensure a supply in future. 

As yet no certain intelligence was received of any col- 
lection of the enemy. The army was busily engaged in 
fortifying and strengthening the site fixed on for a depot, 
to which the name of Fort Strother had been given. Late^ 
on the evening of the 7th, a runner arrived from Talladega, 
a fort of the friendly Indians, distant about thirty miles 
below, with information, that the enemy had that morning 
encamped before it in great numbers, and would certainly 
destroy it, unless immediate assistance could be afforded. 
' lacksbn, confiding in the statement, 4etermined to lose ii6 
^,time in extending the relief which was solicited. Under- 
"^^inding that General White, agreeably to his^Mer, was 
4s way to join him, he despatched a mes^nger to meet 
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him, directing^ him to reach his encampment in the course 
of the ensuing .night, and to protect it in his absence. He 
now gave orders for taking up the line of march, with 
twelve hundred infantry, and eight hundred cavalry and 
mounted gun men ; leaving behind, the sick, the wounded, 
and all his baggage, with a force which was deemed suf* 
ficient for their protection, until the reinforcement, of 
-General White should arrive. 

The friendly Indians, who had taken refuge in this be« 
sieged fort, had involved themselves in their present peri« 
lous situation, from a disposition to preserve their amica* 
ble relations with the United States. To suffer thom to 
fall a sacrifice, from any tardiness of movement, wouM 
have been unpardonable; and unless relief w^re immedt- 
aitely extended, it might arrive too late. Acting under 
these impressions,,the Genend concluded to move instantly 
forward to <heir assistance. By twelve o'clock at night, 
e^ery thing was in readiness; and, in an hour afterwards^ 
the army commenced crossing the river, about a mile above 
the 4cam{>— each of the n^punted men carrying one of the 
infantry behind him. The river, at- this place, was six 
hundred yards wide, and it being necessary to send back 
the horses for the remainder of the infantry, several hours 
iirere consunied before a passage of all the troops could be 
effected. Nevertheless, though greatly fatigued and de- 
prived of sleep, they continued the march with animation, 
and by evening had arrived within six miles of the ene- 
my. In this itvarch, Jackson used the utmost precautipa 
ta prevent suiprise; marching his army, as was his cobi* 
jstant custom, m three columns, so that, by a speedy ma- 
noefuvre, they might be thrown into such a situation as to 
be capable of resisting an attack from any quarter. Hav- 
ing judiciously encamped his men on an eligibje piece of 
ground, he sent forward two of the friendly Indians, and 
a white man, who had, for many years, been detained a 
captive in the nation, and was now acting as interpreter^ 
to reconnoitre the position of the enemy. 'About eleven 
o'clock at night they returned with information that the 
savages were posted within a quarter of a mile oC the fort, " 
and appeared to be in great force; but that they had not 
beeo able to approach near enough to ascertain either their 
numbers or precise situation. Within an hour after this, 
M runner arrived with a letter from General White, statinf . 
that after having taken up the line of march, to unit«^ 
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Fopt Strother, he had received orders from General Cocke 
to change his course and proceed to the mouth of Chataur 
ga creek. It was most distressing intelligence: the sick 
and wounded had been left with no other calculation for 
their safety and defence than that this detachment of the 
army, agreeably to his request, would, by advancing upon' 
Fort Strother, serve the double purpose of protecting hi^s 
rear and enable him to advance still further into the en^ 
my's country. The information which was now. receive^jj^ 
proved that all those salutary anticipations were at an end, ' 
and that evils of the worst kind might be the consequence. 
Intelligence so disagreeable, and withal so unexpected^ 
filled the mind of Jackson with apprehension of a serious 
and alarming character; and dreading lest the enemy, by 
taking a different route, should attack his encampment Dj^ 
his absence, he determined to lose no time in bringing him , 
to battfe. Orders were accordingly given to the adjutant- 
general to prepare the line, and by four o'clock in tlit 
morning, the army was again in motion. The infantry 
proceeded in three columns; the cavalry in the same or-' 
der, in the rear^ with flankers on each wing. The advthcc, , 
consisting of a company of artillerists, with muskets, two- 
companies of riflemen, and one of spies, marched about 
four hundred^ yards in front, under the command of Colo- 
nel Carroll, with orders, after commencing the action, to 
fall back on the centre, so as to draw the enemy after thenL. 
At seven o'clock, having arrived within a mile of tbe po- 
sition they occupied, the columns were displayed iS order 
of- battle. Two, hundred and fifty of the cavalry, under, 
lieutenant-colonel Dyer, were placed in the rear of the cen-.. 
tre, as a corps de reserve. The remainder of the mounted 
troops were directed to advance on the right and left, and, 
after encircling the enemy, by uniting the fronts of their ^ 
columns, and keeping their rear rested on the infantry, to 
face and press towards the centre, so as to leave them no 
possibility of escape. The remaining part of the army 
was ordered to move up by heads of companies; General 
Hall's brigade occupying the right, and General Roberts's 
the left. ■ ' 

About eight o'clock, the advance having arrived within 
eighty yards of the enemy, who were concealed in a thick 
shrubbery, that covered the margin of a small rivulet, re- 
ceived a heavy fire, which the/^ instaii^y returned with 
Tvuch spirit. Agreeably to their instructions, they retired 
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towai^dtf the centre, but not before they had dislodged 
them from their position. The Indians^ now screaming 
'and yelling hideously, rushed forward in the direction of 
General Roberts's brigade, a few companies of whicl), 
alarmed by their numbers and yells, gave way at the first 
lire. Jackson, to fill the 'chasm which was thus created, " 
directed the regiment commanded Tjy Colonel Bradley, to 
Be mioved up, which, from some unaccountable cause, had 
fiiiled to advance in a line, with the others, and now occu- 
pied a position in rear of the cfentr6 Owing to this fail- 
ure in the volunteer regiment, it became necessary to di«- 
moufit the reserve, which, with great firainess, met the 
approach of the enemy, who were rajUdly moving in this 
direction. : The retreating militia, somewhat mortified at 
'Seeing their places so promptly supplied, rallied, and re- 
covering^ their fortner position in the line, aided in check- 
ing the advance of ^e' savages. The actit)n now became 
general along the line, and in fifteen minutes the Indians 
were seen fleeing in every direction. On the left, they were' 
met and repulsed by the/mpunted riflemen^, but on the 
right, owing to the halt of Bradley^s regiment, which was 
irit^iaded to occupy the extreme right, — and to the cir- 
cumstai|ce of Colonel AUcom, who commanded one of 
the wings of the cavalry, having taken too large a circuit, 
a cotisiderable space was left between the Infantry and the 
cavalry, through which numbers escaped. The fight was 
mamtajiied with, great spirit and effect on both sides, as 
well befoi?e as after the retreat commenced ; nor did the 
pursuit and slaughter' terminate until the mountains \vere 
reached, at the distance of .three miles. 

Jackson, in his report of this action, bestows high com- 
mendation on the officers and soldiers. ''Too much 
praise," he observes, in the plose of it, "cannot be be- 
• stowed on the advance, led by Colonel Carroll, for the spi- 
rited manner*in which they commenced and sustained the 
•attack J nor upon the reserve, commanded by Lieutenant- 
colonel Dyer, for the galliantry with which they met and 
repulsed the enemy. In a word^ officers of every grade, 
as well as privates, realized the high expectations I had 
formed of them, and merit the gratitude of their country." 

In this battle, the force of the enemy was one thousand 
and eighty, of whom two hundred and ninety-nine were 
left dead on the ground; and it is believed that many were 
killed in the flight, who were not found when the estimate 
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was made. Probably few escaped •unhurt. TheitkMvnft 
this occasion, as stated since by themselves, was not Yem 
than six hundred : that of the American^ was fifteen kiileid, 
and eighty woundeS, several of whom afterwards 'died 
Jaekson, after collecting his dead and wounded, advsmcerf 
his army beyon^ the fort, and encamped, for the night 
The Indians, who had been for several days shut up by ds 
besiegers, thus fortunately liberated from J;he most dreail- f 
ful apprehensions, and severeist privations, having for aoine 
time been* entirely witbottt water, received the army wiA 
all tKe demonstrations of ghititude that savages could give. 
Their manifestations of joy for their deliverance,' preseaitei 
an interesting and*affecting spectacle. Their fears Itad 
been already greatly excited,- for it was the very daywlieii 
they were to have been assaulted, and when every sow! 
within the fort must have perished. All the provisEoin 
they could spaVe,^ fi*om their scanty, stock, Jkey sold to 
the General, who, purchasing with his own money, dklta^- 
*buted them amongst the s(Jidiers, who were almost. des- 
titute. . • • ' •' ■ , 

It was with great regret that Jaokson now fomid he-wai 
without the means of •availing himself fully o£ the sAvsn- 
tanges of his victory^ but the condition of his posis in the 
rear, and the want of provisions, (having .left ^is encamp- 
ment at Fort Strother with liy:le more than one iay*^ mr 
tions,) compelled him to returjv; thus giving the enemy 
time to recover from the consternation of their first itiefeat, 
and to re-assemble their forces. * - . • - 

The cause which prevented g^eral White from reach- 
ing the Ten Islands at a moment when it was so impor- 
tant, and so confidently expected,- was as yet uukno^; 
the only certainty upon the subject -was, .that for thQ pre- 
sent it wholly thwarted his views, and laid him under the 
necessity of returning. This mystery^ hitherto. inexplica-* 
ble, was some time arter expl^ned, by a vieMf of the order 
of General Cocke, under which White, being a brigadier ia 
his division, chose to act, rather than under Jackson's. 
General Cocke stated to him, he had understood JacksoB 
had crossed the Coosa, and had an engagement with ^ 
Indians. " I have formed a council of officers here, aad 
proposed these questions?— shall we follow him, or cross 
the river and proceed to the Creek settlements on the Tal- 
lapoosa? — Both were decided unanimously, that he shoi|ld 
tt^fr be follbwed, but that we should proceed iii the y^y 
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parop^cd.*/; He. remarked, that the decisicm had met his 
^litir^ approbation; and dii;ected White forthwith to unite 
.with him a,t bis encampment. '^If,?' said he, "we follow 
^nft^al Jackson 'and his army, w^p must suffer for sup- 
:pliea^' nor can we expect to gain a victory. Let us then 
take^i directioitin which we can share some of the dangers 
rtod glories of the field. You will employ pilots and ad- 
Ti tia^t me- which Side of the river you will move." In this, 
fi ♦,»& evfiwy. other measure, it seem^ to be the studied aim 
r ^ Cocke, to thwart the views and. arrest the successes of 
f} Jac|:son. Both were major-generals, sent on the. same 
I important - ej^rand, to check an insolent foe, * who had 
i . .t{]^aotised the most cruel and" unprofoked outrages. 
?WlMch. of Hhem^ jshould share ^ht " dai^rs and glories of 
^tbe field/' or obtain its laurels, was not so important to 
*hi5 country, as by acting in 'concert and harmony they 
fi^ould endeavour to accomplish Ijie grand object of ter- 
-imaating the war, and restoring, tranquillity to the fron- 
Hersk ^aticmal, not individual^ advancement, was the 
object in carrying an avrny intojthe field: and the best and 
rsnost ^effectual mean of.securing.this^^^^y-GfScsr, acting 
dn liberal principles, should have constantly held in view: 
the interest and repgse of the country, not individual ad- 
vaticetiient, was the end to be attained. 
-' Having buried his dead. with dae honour, and provided 
'Jitters for the wounded, he feluctantly commenced his re- 
turn march on the morning succeeding the battle. He 
confidently hoped, from the previous assurances of the con- 
tactors, that by the time ol his retufn to Fort Strother, 
liufficient supplies w^ould have arrived there; but, to his 
inexpressible uneasiness, he foifnd that not a particle had 
been forwarded' since his departure, and that what had 
been left was already consumed. Ev.en his private stores, 
brought on at his own expense, and iipon which he, and his 
staff had-*hithc?rto wholly subsisted, had been, in his ab- 
sence, distributed amongst the sick by the hospital sur-^ 
geon, who had been , previously instructed to do so, in the 
'•event their wants should require it. A* few dozen biscuit, 
which remained ow^ his- return, .were given to hungry ap- 
plicants, without being tasted' by himself or family, who 
were probaibly not 'less hungry than those w jio were thus 
•relieved. A scanty supply o"f indifferent beef taken from 
* the encBK}', - of purchased of the Ohe|;okees, -^as now the 
only support afforded^ ' Thus 4eft destitute, Juckson, with 
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the Utmost cheerfulness of temper, repaired to the bullofck 
pen, and of the offal there thrown away, provided for l|im- 
self and staff, what he was pleased to call, and seemed ro* 
ally to think, a very comfortable repasft Neither this, 
nor the liberal donations by which he^ disfumished him^ 
self, to relieve the suffering soldier, deserves to be asG(ibe4 
to ostentation or design: the one flowed from benevolence^ 
the other from necessity, and a desire to place before -htt 
men an example of patience and suffering, which hi^ felt 
might be necessary, and hoped might be serviceable* Of 
these two imputations, no human being, invested with 
rank and power, was ever more, deservedly free* Gharitj^ 
in him is a warm and 'active propensity of the. hear^ 
urging by an instantaneous impulse, to relieve -the wanta 
of the distressed, without regarding, or even thinking of 
the consequences. Many of thqse to whom it was extend* 
ed, had no conception of the source that supplied thfiOkf 
and believed the comforts tl^ey received were, ind^d< 
drawn from stores provided for the hospital department 

On this campaign, a soldier, one morning, with wo»be« 
gone couuteoauce, approached the General, stating that he 
was nearly starved, that he had nothing to eat, and couKHiotr 
imagine what he should do. He was the more encouraged tor 
complain,from perceiving that the General, who had seated 
himself at the root of a tree, waiting the coming up of the 
rear of the army, was busily engaged in eating something, 
he knew not what. -The poor fellow was impressed widi 
the belief, from what he saw, that want only attached to 
the soldiers, and • that the officers, particulariy the Grene- 
ral, were liberally and well supplied, ^e accordingly ap^ 
proached him with great confidence of being relieved;' 
Jackson told him, that it had always 'been a ;*ule with hihi 
never to turn away a hungry man, when it was in his power 
to relieve him. I will most -cheerfully, said he, divide 
with you what I have, and putting his hand to his pockety 
drew forth a few acorn^ on which he had been feasting,* 
adding, it was the best and only fare he had. The soldier 
seemed much surprised^ and forthwith circulated^ amongst . 
hifr comrades, that their General was actually siibsisting 
upon acorns, and that they ought, hence, no mote to com-' 
plain. Vtom this circumstance was derived the story* 
heretofore pifblished, that Jackson, about the period of his*- 
greatest suffering^, and with a view to inspirit, thenw had 
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isvited his officers, to dine with him, and presented for 
tJtcif' repast^ water and a tray of acorns. 

But while Creneral Jackson rcmaiAed wholly unmoved by 
Ifis own privations^ he was filled with solicitude and con- 
cert for his army. His utmost exertions, unceasingly ap- 
plied, >vfere insufficient \o remove the sufferings to which 
he' sair them' ^posed, and although they were by no 
ifheans s6 great as was represented, yet were they undoubt- 
jftdly such' as to be sensibly and scv^^ly felt Discontents, 
and a desire to return home, arose, and presently spread 
through the camp.* 

During this period of scarcity and discontent, small 
c^uantities of supplies wi^re occasionally forwarded by the 
contractors, but not a sui&ciency for present want, and still 
lessr to remove the apprehensions'that were entertained for 
the fii€lir'e. At length, revolt began to show itself openly. 

^ The officei*s and soldiers of the militia, collecting in their 

' tents^ and talking over -their grievances, determined to 
yield their patriotism,- and to abandon the camp. To this 

• measure, -there were good evidences JTor believmg that se- 
veral of the oiExiers of the old volunteer corps exerted 
themselvj^S clandestinely to instigate them; looking upon 
theiAselves somewhat in. the light of veterans, from the 
discipline they had acquired in the expedition to the 
lower country, they were unwilling tq be seen foremost in 
'setting an example of insubordination, and wished to make 
the 4efection of others a pretext fbr their own. 

j^ackson^ apprized of their det^mination to abandon 
'him, resolved to oppose it, and at all hazard, to prevent a 
departure. In the -morning, when they were to carry 
their intentions into execution, he drew up the volunteers 

' HI front of them, with positive commands to prevent their 
progress, and compel them to return to their former po- 
sition in the camp. Tlie militia seeing this, and fearing 
the consequences of persisting in their purpose, at once 
abandoned it, and returned to their quarters without fur- 
ther murmuring, extolling in the highest terms, the unal* 
terable firmness of the General. 

The next day, however, presented a singular scene. The 
volunteers, who, the day before, had been the insU*uments 
/for compelling the militia to return to their duty, seeing 
the destruction of those hopes on which they had lately 
calculated, in turn began, themselves to mutiny. Their 
opposition to the departure of the-miUtia was but a mere 

p2 
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pretence t9 esc^>e suspicion^ for they §UenHy wUbe^ ^eam^ 
success* They now determined to .move off in a bodf, 
believing from the knt)wn disaffection in the camp^ that- 
the General could -find no means to prevent it What 
was their surprise, however, when, on attempting tb ^fec— 
tuate their resolves, they found the same men whom they 
had, so lately opposed, occupying the very position which.- 
they had done the day previous, lor a similar purpose, and 
manifesting a fixed determination to obey the orders o^ 
their general! All they ventured to do, was to take thft 
example through, and like them mov& back in peace and 
quietness to their quarters. This was a curious change- 
of circumstances, when we consider in how short a time* 
it happened; but the conduct of the militia, on this occa- 
sion, must be ascribed to the ingenuity and management, 
of the General, and to the gratification they felt, iii- being 
ajjle to defeat the views of those who had so lately thwarted* 
their own. To- this may be also added, the consciousness 
all must have* entertained, that the privations of whicfc 
they complained weye far less grievous than they had re-*- 
presented them; by no means sufficient 'to justify revolt,- 
and not greater than patriots might be expected to beai»: 
without a murmur, when objects of such high consjdfera* 
tion were before them. But anxious to return to their 
families and kindred,— wearied of their difliculties an4 
suff^ring9, and desirous to recount the brilliant exploits of* 
their first battle, they seized with eagerness every prptexV 
for exoneration, and lijtened with too great docility to the 
representations of those, who were influenced by lestf' 
honourable feelings. Having many domestic consideBs^ 
tions to attend to— the first- ebullition of resentment beings 
cooled, and the first-, impulse of curiosity gratified, there; • 
were no motives to retain them in the field, but a remcdn-- 
ing sense of honour, and th^ fear of disgrace, should thejj 
abandon their post without a cause. But although these 
motives were sufiicient for the present,' those who were- 
governed by them did not cease to wish, that a more' 
plausible apology ihight offer for dispensing with theirs: 
operation. The militia continued to show a much m^re. 
obedient and patriotic disposition than the volunteers; 
who, having adopted a course which they discovered i 
must finally involve them in dishonour, if it should fai^^ 
Were exceedingly anxious for its success, and that it might- 
have the appearance of being founded on Justice. On thi*- 
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afiibjfecty the pretensions of the cavalry were' tnuch better 
est^tished; -as they were entirely without forage, and 
tvitbout the prospect of speedily obtaining any. They pe- 
titioned therefore to be permitted to retui»n into the settled 
parts'of the eotttitry, pledging thenaselves, by their platoon 
and field officers, that if sufficient time were allowed to 
recffdt tlie exhausted state of their horses, and to procure 
tbeir winter clothing, they would return to the perform- 
aibce of their duty whenever called on. The General,' 
cftikble, from many causes, to prosecute the campaign, ' 
a^d confiding in the assurance given, granted the prayer 
af their petition, and they immediately set out on their re- 
t«m- 

About this time General Jacksdn's prospect of being- 
able to maintain the conquests he had made, began to be 
dbeered by letters received from the contractors, stating, 
that sufficient supplies for the army were then on the way, 
aiid would shortly arrive: buj discontents to an alarming 
degree, still prevailed in his' camp. To allay them, it 
possible, he-hastened to lay before the division the infor- ^ 
mation and fetters he had received^ and, at the same time, ' 
invited the field and platoon officers to his quarters, to 
coitsdlt'on the measures proper to bef pursued. Having 
assembled tHem, and well knowing that the fiame of dis- . 
content, which had so lately shown itself, was only for the 
present smothered, and might yet burst forth in serious 
Uftjury, he addressed them in an animated speech, in which 
he extolled their patriotism and achievements; lamented* 
the privations to which they had been exposed, and* en- ' 
deavoured to reanimate them by the prospect of speedy 
relief, which he expected with confidence on the following 
day. He spoke of the immense importance of the con- 
quests they had already made, and of the consequences 
that must result should they be now abandoned. " What," 

. continued he, " is the present situation of our camp ? a • 
number of our fellow soldiers are wounded, and unable to 
help themselves. Shall it be said tha^^ we are feb lost to 
humanity as to leave them in this condition? Can any 
one, under these circumstances, and under these prospects, 
consent to an abandonment of, the camp; of all that we 

. have acquired in the midst of so many difficulties, priva- 
tions, and dangers; of what it will cost us so much to re- 
gain; of what we never can regain, — our brave wounded 
companions, who wUbe murdered by our unthinking) un- 
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'feelisg inhumanity? Surely there can be none such! No^ 
we will take with Us, when we go, our wo«nded vvA ^1u 
They must nbt-^shall not perish by our cold-blooded Ia^ 
diiference. ' But why should you despond ? I do not, «ni 
yet your wants arc not greater than mine*- To be s«re wt' 
do not live sumptuously : but no one has died of hunger^ 
or is likely to die; 'and then how animating are our pros* 
pects ! Large supplies are at Deposit, and already are of- 
ficers despatched to hasten them on. Wagons are on the 
way : a large number of beeves are in the neighbourhood^ 
and detachments are out to bring them in. All thefse re-^ 
sources surely cannot faiL I have no vrish to starve you 
-—none to .deceive you. Stay contentedly; and if sup- 
plies do not arrive in two days, we will all march back to* 
gether, and throw the blame of our failure where it should 
properly lie; until then we certainly hav^ the means fli 
subsisting; and if we are compelled to bear privation^* 
let us remember that they are borne for out country^ and 
are not greater than.many — perhaps most armies have beci- 

"^ compelled to endure. I have called you togetMfer to* tefl^ 

'you my feelings and my wishes; this evenlhg think on 
them seriously; and let me know yours in the morning." 
Havinjg retired to their tents, and deliberated? on the 

, measures most proper to be adopted in this emergency, 
the officers of thp volunteer brigade came to the conclih 
sion, thkt " nothing short of marching the army imme- 
diately back to the settlements could prevent those difi* 

* culties and that disgrace, which would attend a forcible 
desertion of the camp by his soldieps. '* The officers of tlie 
militia 'determined differently, and reported a willingneara 
to maintain the pbst a few. days longer, that it might be 
ascertained whether or not a sufficiency of pro-sftsiSMs could 
really be had. « If it can, liet us proceed with the campaign 
—•if not, let us be marched back to where it can be pro-» 
cured." The General, who greatly preferred the latter 
opinion, nevertheless,, to allay excitement, was disposed tft 
gratify those who appeared unwilling to submit to furthep 
hardships; and with this view ordered General HalJ to 
march his brigade of volunteers to Fort Deposit, and after 
satisfying their wsftits, to return, and act as an escort ta 
the provisions. The second regiment consented to re- 
main; and the first proceeded alone. On this occasi€». 
he could not forbear to remark, that men for whom he 
h^d ever cherished so warm an affection, and for whoij* 
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he ifv^tiU at all times have made any sacrifice, desiring ta 
ab&adim him at a moment when their presence was so par- 
tftculady neeessary^ filled him with emotions which the 
a^troi^gest language was too feeble to expi^^s. '^I was pre-> . 
pfiredf". he continued, ''•to endure every evil but disgrace; 
ami this, as I nevej* can submit to myself, I can give no 
encouragement to in others." 

'♦.Two days had elapsed since the departui*e of the twelve 
mpnth^! volunteers, and supplies had ^not arrived. The 
militia,, with great eamestnesft,f now demanded » perfor- • 
mance of the pledge that had been given — that they should 
be marched bapk to the settlements. Jackson, on giving * 
•them an assurance * that they should return, if relief, 
did not r^afih them'in two days, had indulged a confi- 

• 4^<arthat it would certainly. »'rive by that time; and 
now« from the mformation he had received, felt mor^ 
than ever certain that it could not.^be far distant.' Hav- 
ings however, pledged himself, he could use no argu« 
ittents or entreaties to detain them any longer, and imme- 
4i%t€^y took measures for 4^mplying with their wishes, and 
the pipondise he had made* This was, to him, a mosient 
of the deepesj dejection. He foresaw how difficult it 

'" would be, ever to accomplish the ob}ect upon which his 
mind- was so, devoutly .fi^^,' should lie lose the men who 

' were now- with him; or even to regain the conquests he' 

' had made, if his present posts should fall into the hands 
of the enemy. -While fhus pondering on the gloomy 
pteospect, he lifted up his hands and exclaimed, with a 
look: and msmner which showed how nrnch he felt — ^^If 
mlj two men will remain with me, I will never abandon 
Jthis^post.''" Captain CJordon, of Jhe spies, ftu:etiouBiy re- 
plied, *^jou have onej General, let us4dbk if we can't find 
aaiotheij," and immediately, \^th a zealk suited to the occa- 
sion, undertook, with some of the general . staff, "TO' raise 
volunteers; and In a little while succeeded in procuring 
one hundred and nine, who declared, a determination to 

!- lemairi an4 pr»te<it the post. * / 

The;^ General greatly rejoiced that he would not be com<» 
pelled to an entire abandonment t>f his. position, now set 
, out towiards Deposit, with the Remainder of the .army, 
who were given di^inctlyto understand, that on meeting, 
supplies they were to return and prosecute^ the campaign. 
*Sii8 jvas an event, which, as it had been expected, soon 
took place: they had not proceeded more than ten* or- 
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twelve miles,- when ^ they met a hundred and^fty ^^, 

but a sight which gave to Jackson so much satisfEiettoat 
was to them the most disagreeable and unwelcome. Thdr 
faces beine tume4 towards home, no 'spectacle could be 
more hateful than one which was to change their dtetiiMt- 
tion. They were' halted, and having satisfied thezf hungvy 
appetites, the troops, with the exception of such as were 
necessary to proceed with the sick and wounded, were iis^ 
dered to return to the encampment-r-he himself inteadiog i 
to see the contractors, and^stablish more^^fectual arrange- 
ments for the future* So great was their averu.on to re- 
turning, that they preferred a violation of their duty «td 
their pledged honour. Low murmurings ran along the 
lines, and presently broke oilt into open mutiny." In spite 
of. the order they had received, they^ began to revoH, aqd 
one company was already moving off, in a direction to- 
' wards home. They had proceeded some distance, befmre I 
information of their d^arture-was had by Jackson. imL-' 

* tated at their conduct, in attemptitlg to violate the pro- 
mise they had given, and knowing that the Bucce3s ot ftt- 

* ture operations depended on the result, the o^en^ral pursued ' 
until he came tiear'a part of his staff, ana a few sold^^ 

. diers, who, with General Coffee, had halted about a quar- 
ter of a mile ahead. He ordered them to form immedi- 
•ately across the road, and to fire oA the mutineer^ if tKcy 
attempted to proceed. • Snatching up their arms, these 
faithful- adherents presented a front which threw the de- 
serters into afl^ight, andxaused them tor retreat preci|»- 
tately to the main body. Here, it was hoped, the matter 
would end, and that no. further opposition would be made 
to returning. This expectation was not realized ; a muti« 
nous temper began« presently to display itself throughout 
the whol» brigade. Jackson,-in thehbpe of reconciling- all 
discontent, had gone out alone amongst the troops^ wTio 
were at some distance; on his arrival, h% found aniucfa 
more extensive mutiny than that which had just been queH- 

- cd. Almost the whole brigade had put itself into an atti- 
tude for moving forcibly off^ A crisis had arrived; and 
feeling 4ts importance, he determirfed to* take no middte 
ground, but to triumph or perish. He was still without 
the use of his left arm; but, seizing a musket, and resting 
it on the neck of his horse, he threw himself in front m 
the column, and threatened to fire -on the first man .wlw 
Bboijld attempt to advance. F6r many minutes the columa 
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cpFeact^^eda sullen, yet hesitating attitude, fearing to pro- 
«€eed HI their purpose, and disliking to abandon it* In the 
-^meah time, those who remained faithful to their duty, 
-^tfmoufiting . to about two companies, were collected and 
fortiifid at a short distance in advance of the troops, and 
•'ki rear of the General, with positive directions to imitate 
* hir example in iiring, if th^y attempted to proceed. At 
4eng^, finding no one bold enough to advance, and over- 
l^taken'by those fears which in the hour of peiil always be- 
^set persons engaged in what they know to be a bad cause, 
iLhey abandoned their purpose, and turning quietly round, 
'^a^rted to, return to their posts. It is very certain, that, 
•>but for the firmness of the General, at this critical mo« 
ment, the campaigir would. have been broken up, and most 
^fisobably not commenced again. ' . 

' Good order and quiet being restored. General Jackson 
•proceeded to Fort* Deposit, with .a view to concert sbme 
^arrangement with the contmctors, by which supplies, in 
future, might be r^g^lar and certain. ♦ The volunteers, ' 
who had returned, VBre began to manifest the same ^n- 
willingness to return to their duty that the militia had ' 
; done, aud were about to break out into the same spirit of 
iBUtiic^y and^revolt; but were restrained by an animated ad-« 
jdress of the General, who, having assembled them toge- 
. ther, painted, in the most glowing colours, all the conse- 
quences that w,ipre to j)e apprehended, if, from any fault 
of theirs, the can^paign should.be abandoned^ or Jneffcc- 
yially. prosecuted. By .this mean, he succeeded once more 
in restoring qui^tne^ tp his troops. 

He now s.et out on his way to Fort 5trother, and was 
delighted to find, by the pi^bgress of the works, the indus- 
try that h^ been used in his absence. But the satisfaction 
he/dt, and the hop^s he began to cherish, were of short 
continuance. Although he had succeeded in stilling the 
tumult of the vcjunteers, and in prevailing von them to re- 
turn to their posts, it was soon discovered he. had not era- 
dicated their deep-rooted aversion to a further prosecution 
•of the war. Nothing is more, difficult than to re-animat?e 
men who have once lost their spirits, or inspire with n6w 
.ardour those in whom it has lately become extinct. Even 
where the evils, which, produced the change, are removed, 
apologples will be sought, and pretexts seized, for justify- 
.ing and preserving the present tone of mind. The volun- 
teers who had so lately clamoured about bread, tiow, when 
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they were no longer hungry, begaa to clamour, with eqiuJ 
earnestness, about their term of service. Having made 
an eifort to forsake the drudgery of the field, and failed, 
they were disposed to avail themselves of any pretexts, 
seemingly plausible, to obtain success. They insisted that 
the period, for which they had volunteered to act, would 
end on the 10th of December, that being the termination 
of a year from the day they had first entered ihtd service; 
and although they had been a greater part of the time dis- 
engaged, and unemployed, that recess was nevertheless 
to be taken into t3ie computation. Jackson replied, that the 
law of congress, under which they had been tendered aiid 
accepted, requiring one year's service out of two, cOuld 
contemplate nothing less than an actual service of three 
liundred and sixty-five days^ and, until that were perform- 
ed, he £ould not, unless specially authoidzed, undertake to 
discharge them. But as this was a question not likely to be 
settled by argument, and as the consequerites were easdy 
to be foreseen, if iliey should persist in their demands,^ the 
General beg^ to think of providing*" other means for a 
•continuance of the campaign^ that, in the worst extrelne, 
he might not be unprepared to act. Ordering General 
JRoberts to return, and to supply the deficiencies in his 
brigade, he now despatched Colonel Carrolf and Major 
Searcy, into Tennessee,, to raise Volunteers, for six months, 
or during the campaign; writing, at the^ same time, to 
many respectable characters, he exhorted them to contri- 
bute all their assistance to the* iaccomplishment of this ob- 
ject. To a letter, just received fromtiie Reverend Gideon 
Blackburn, assuring him that volunteers would eagerly 
hasten to his relief, if they knew their services were want- 
ed, he replied, *' Reverend Sir, — Your letter has been just ' 
received 5 1 thank you for it ; I thank you most sincerely. It 
arrived' at a monient when my spirits needed such a support. 
"'^I left Tennessee with an army, brav^, I believe, as 
any general ever commanded. I have seen them in battle, 
and my opinion of their bravery is not changed. But their 
fortitude — k)n this too I relied — has been too severely test- • 
ed. Perhaps I was wrong, in believing that nothing but 
death could conquer the spirits of brave men. I am sure 
I was; for my ihen, I know, are brave; yet privations have 
rendered them discontented :-^that is enough. The expe- 
dition must nevertheless be prosecuted to a successful ter- 
mination. New volunteers must be raised, to conclude 
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-iKkftt-lias been so ftuspiciouslf begun by the old ones. 
Qladly would I save these men from themselves, and in- 
sure them a harvest which they have sown; but if they 
vriil abandon it to others, it must be so. 

<^ You are good enough to say^ if I need your assistance, 
it* will be cheerfully afforded: I do need it greatly. The in* 
iiiience you possess over the minds of men is great and 
irell'fottnded, and can never be better applied tl|an in sum^ 
moning volunteers to the defence of their country, their 
liberty, and* their religion* While we fight the savage, 
vrho tnakes war only because he delights in blood, and who 
has gotten his Jbooty, when he has scalped his victim, we 
are^ through him, contending against an enemy of more 
inveterate-character, and deeper design*— who would de« 
nfcolish a fabric cemented by the blood of our fathers, and 
endeared to us by all Che happiness«we enjoy. So far aa 
niy exertions can contribute, the purposes, both of the sa- 
viige^and his instigator, shall be ddEeated; and so far as 
yours can, I hope— I know, they will be employed. I have 
said enough.*— "I want men, and want them immediately." 

' Anxious to prosecute the cftbipaign as soon as possible, 
tlut by employing his troops actively, he might dispel 
from their minds those discontents so frequently manifest* 
ed, he wrote to General Cocke, desiring and urging him 
to unite with him immediately, with fifteen hundred men. 
He assured him that the mounted men, who had returned 
to ■ the settl^nents for subsistence, and to recruit their 
horses, would arrive by the \2th of the month. He wished 

. to commence his operations directly, " knowings they would 
be prepared for it, and well knowing they would re- 

' quire it!" ^ I am astonished," he continuetl, " to hear that 
your supplies continue deficient In -the name of God, 
what are the conti*actors doing, and about what are they 
engaged:? Every letter I receive from Governor Blount, 
assures me I am to receive plentiful supplies from them, 
and seems to take for granted, notwithstanding all I have 
said to the contrary, that they have been hitherto regularly 
furnished. Considering the generous loan the state has 
made for this purpose, and the facility of procuring bread 
stuffs in East Tennessee, and of transporting' them by 
water to Fort Deposit, it is to me wholly unaccountable 
that not a pound has ever arr'ved at that place. This 
evil must continue no longer^ must be remedied. I 
expect, therefore, and throu* /ou must require, that 
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in twenty days they furnish at Deposit every necessary 
supply.'** 

Whilst these measures were taking, the volunteers, 
through several of their officers, were pressing on the con- 
sideration of the General, the expiration of their term of 
service, and claiming to be discharged on the 10th of the 
month* From the colonel who commanded the second re- 
giment, he received a letter, dated the 4th, in which was 
attempted to be detailed their whole ground of complaint. 
He began by stating, that painful as it was, he, neverthe- 
less, felt himself bound to disclose an important and un* 
pleasant truth; that, on the 10th, the service would be de^ 
. prived of the regiment he commanded. He seemed to 
deplore, with great sensibility, the scene that would be ex- 
hibited on that day, should opposition be made to their 
departure; and still more sensibly, the consequences that 
would resuft from a disorderly abandonment of the camp. 
He stated they had all considered themselves finally dis« 
charged on the 20th of April, and never knew to the con* 
trary, until they saw his order of the 24th of September, 
requiring them to rendezvous at Fayetteville, on the 4th 
of October; for the first time, they then learned that tiiey 
owed further services, their discharge to the contrary not- 
withstanding. ^^Thus situated, there was considerable 
opposition to the order; on which the officers generally, as 
I am advised, and I know myself in particular, gave it as 
an unequivocal opinion, that their term of service would 
terminate on the 10th of December. ' 

•* They therefore look to their general, who holds their, 
confidence, for an honourable discharge on that day; and 
that, in everjr respect, he will see justice done to them. 
They regret that their peculiar situations and circum- 
stances require them to leave their general at a time when 
their services are important to the common cause. 

* Independent of an advantageous contract made \nth the gorem- 
ment, the state of Tennessee bad extended to this contractor a liberal 
loan, that immediate suppfies might be forwarded. Unfortunately, 
however, and it is a misfortune that will always continue so long as the 
present mode of supplying oiir armies is persisted in^ the contract was 
disregarded ; nor did complaints on the subject cease, even to the close 
of the war. Great as was the evil, no adequate remedy was at hand : 
nor was it confined tp any particular section ; but in all directions^ 
where our armies moved, were complaints heard, and their operationji 
frustrated through the misconduct of contractors. 
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"It would be desirable," he continued, ** that those men 
who have served with honour^ should be honourably dis- 
charged^ and that they should return to their families and 
friends, \fithout even the semblance of disgrace; with 
their general they leave it, to place them in that situation. 
They have received him as an affectionate father, whilst 
they have honoured, revered, and obeyed him; but, having 
devoted a considerable portion of time to the service of 
their country, by which their domestic concerns are 
greatly deranged, they wish to return and attend to their 
ow^n affairs." 

Although this communication announced the determi- 
nation of only a part of the volunteer brigade, he had' al- 
ready abundant evidence that the defection was but too 
general. The difficulties which the General had heretofore 
b^n compelled to encounter from the discontents of his 
troops, might well induce him to regret that a spirit of • 
insubordination should again threaten to appear in his 
camp. That he mtight, if possible, prevent it, he hastened 
to lay before them the error and impropriety of their 
views, and the consequences likely to be involved, should 
they persist in their purpose. 

"I know not," he observed, **what scenes will be exhi- 
bited on the 10th instant, nor what consequences are to 
flow from them here or elsewhere; but as I shall have the 
consciousness that they are not imputable to any miscon- 
duct of mine, I trust I shall have the firmness not to shrink 
from a discharge of my duty. 

" It will be well, however, for those who intend to be- 
come actors in those scenes, and who are about to hazard 
2M> much on the correctness of their opinions^ to examine 
beforehand, with great caution and deliberation, the 
grounds on which their pretensions rest. Are they, 
founded on any false assurances of mine, or upon any de- 
ception that has been practised towards theni ? Was not 
the act of congress, under which they are engaged, direct- 
ed, by my general order, to be read and expounded to them ♦ 
before they enrolled themselves? That order will testify, 
and so will the recollection of every general officer of my 
division. It is not pretended, that those who now claim to 
be discharged, were not legally and fairly enrolled under 
the act of congress of the 6th of February, 1812. Have 
they performed the service required of them by that act, 
and which they then solemnly undertook to perform? 



52 LIFE OF GCNEILAL JACKSON. * ^ 

That required one year's service out of two, to be com- 
pUted from the day of rendezvous, unless they should be 
sooner discharged. Has one year's service been perform* 
ed? ^ This cannot be seriously pretended. Have they 
then been discharged ? . It is said they have, and by me. 
To' account for so extraordinary a belief, it may be neces- 
sary to take a review of past circumstances. 

" More than twelve months have elapsed sinee we were 
called upon to avenge the injured rights of our country. 
We obeyed the call! In the midst of hardships, which 
none but those to whom liberty, is dear could have borne 
without a murmur, we descended the Mississippi. It vras 
believed our services were wanted in the prosecution of ; 
the just war in which our country was engaged, and we 
were prepared to, render them. But, though we w^e 
disappointed' in our expectations, wp established for TeJ^ 
nessee a name which will long do her honour. At length, 
we received a letter from the secretary of war, directing 
our dismission. You well recollect the circumstances of 
wretchedliess in which this order was calculated to place 
us. By it, we were deprived of every article of public 
property; no provision was made for the payment of our 
troops, or their subsistence on their return march; whilst 
many of oui* sick, unable to help themselves, must have 
perished. Against the opinion of many, I marched them 
back to their homes before I dismissed them. Your regi- 
ment, at its own request, was dismissed at Columbia. 
This was accompanied wiUi a certificate to each man, ex- 
pressing the acts under which he had been enrolled, and 
the length of the tour he had performed- This it is which 
is now attempted to be construed *a final discharge;' but 
surely it cannot be forgotten by any officer or soldier, how 
sacredly they pledged themselves, before they were dis- 
missed, or received that certificate, cheerfully to obey the 
voice of their country, if it should re-summon them into 
service; neither can it be forgotten,, I dare hope, for what 
^purpose that certificate was given; h was to secure^ if ^ 
possible, to those, brave men, who had shown such i^adi- , 
ness to serve their country, certain extra emoluments,- 
specified in the seventh section of the act under which 
they had engaged, in the event they were not recalled into 
service for the residue of their term. 

<<Is it true, then, that my solicitude for the interest of 
the volunteers, is to be made by them^ a pretext for dia* 
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gracing a name which they have reBdered illttstriottt? Is 
a x:ertificate, designed solely for their bendit, to become 
the rallying word for mutiny ?-*strange penrerston of £eel* 
ing and of reasoning ! Have I really any power to dis- 
charge m»i whose term of service has not expired? If I 
were weak or wicked enough to attempt the exercise of 
such a power, does any one believe, the soldier would be 
thereby exonerated from the obligation he has voluntarily 
taken upon himself to his government? I should become 
a traitor to the importaait concern which has been en- 
trusted to my management, while the soldier, who had 
been deceived by a fdse hope of liberation, would be still 
liable to redeem his pledge; I should disgrace mysetf^ 
without benefiting you* 

^ I can only deplore the situation of those officers who 
have undertaken to persuade their men, that their term of 
service will expire on the 10th. In giving their opinicma 
to this effect, they have acted indiscreetly, and without suf- 
ficient authority. It would be the most pleasing act of 
my l^e, to restore them with honour to their families. 
Nothing would pain me more than that any other senti- 
ments should be Kit towards them, than those of gratitude 
and esteem. On all occasions, it has been my highest 
happiness to promote their interest, and even to gratify 
their wishes, where, with propriety, it could be done. 
When in the lower country, believing that, in the order 
for their dismissal, they had been improperly treated, 1 
even solicited the government to discharge them, finally* 
from the obligations into which they had entered. You 
know the answer of the secretary of war;— that neither he 
nor the president, as he believed, had the power to dis- 
charge them. How, then, can it be required of me to do 

•0? 

^The moment it is signified to me by any competent au- 
thority, even by the govempr of Tennessee, to whom I 
have written on the subject, or by General Pinckney, who 
is now appointed to the command, that the volunteers may 
be exonerated from further service, that . moment I will 
pronounce it, with the greatest satisfaction. I have only 
the power of pronouncing a discharge,-— not of giving it* 
ia any case^— a distinction which I would wish should b« 
borne in mind. Already have I sent to. raise volunteers, 
on 'my own responsibility, to complete a campugn which 
has been so happily begun, and thus far, so fortunately 
» 2 
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prosecuted. ThembmcBt they arrive, and I am assured, 
that, fired by our expfoits, they will hasten in crowds, on 
the first intimation that we need their services, they wifl 
be substituted in the place of those who are discontented 
here; the latter will then be permitted to return to their 
homes, with all the honour which, under such circum- 
stances, they can carry along with them. But I still 
cherish the hope, that their dissatisfaction and complaints 
have been greatly exaggerated. I cannot, must not be- 
lieve, that the * Volunteers of Tennessee,* a name ever 
dear to fame, will disgrace themselves, and a country 
which they have honoured, by abandoning her standard, 
as mutineers and deserters; but should I be disappointed, 
and compelled to resign this pleasing hope, one things I 
will not resign — ^my duty. Mutiny and sedition, so long 
as I possess thfe powier of quelling them, shall be put down; 
and even when left destitute of this, I will still be found^ 
in the last extremity, endeavouring to discharge the duty 
I owe my country and myself." 

To the platoon officers, who addressed him on the same 
subject, he replied with nearly the same spirited feeling; 

• but discontent was too deeply fastened, and by designing 
men, had been too artfully fomented, to be removed by 
any thing like argument or entreaty. At length on the 
evening of the 9th, General Hall hastened to the tent of 
Jackson, with information that his whole brigade was in a 
state of mutiny, and making preparations to move forcibly 
off. This was a measure which every consideration of 
policy, duty, and honour, required Jackson to oppose; 
and to this purpose he instantly applied all the means he 
possessed. He inunediately issued the following general 
order: 

** The commanding general being informed that an ac- 
tual mutiny subsists in his camp, all ofiicers and soldiers 

. are xommanded to put it down. 

• " The officers and soldiers of the first brigade wiD, 

without delay, parade on the 'west side of the fort, and 

•awjutfurther orders." The artillery company, with two 

' small field pieces, being posted in the front and rear, and 

the militia, under the (Command of Colonel Wynne, on 

the eminences, in advance, were ordered to prevent any 

forcible depVture of the volunteers. 

The General rode along the line, which had been pre- 
viously formed agreeably to his orders, and addressed 
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them, by companies,' in a strain of impassioned eloquei^ce. 
He feelingly expatiated on ttheir former good conduct, and 
the esteem and applause it had secured them; and pointed 
to the disgrace vrhich they must heap upon themselvesy 
their families, and country, by persisting, even if thejr 
could succeed, in their present mutiny. He told them, 
however, they should not succeed bvat by passing over hia 
body; that even in opposing their mutinous spirit, he 
i^ould perish honourably—- by perishing at his post, and 
in the discharge of his duty. ^Reinforcements," he con- 
tinued, "are preparing to hasten to my assistance: it can- 
not be long before they will arrive. I am, too, in daily 
expectation of receiving information whether you may be 
discharged or not— until then, you must not, and shall i|ot 
retire. I have done with entreaty, — ^it has been used long 
enough.— I will attempt it no more. .You must now de- 
termine whether you will go or peaceably remain: if you 
still persist in your determination to move forcibly off, tha 
point between us shall soon be decided. " At first they he- 
sitated ;-— he demanded an explicit and positive answer. 
They still l^esitated, and he commanded the artillerist to 
prepare the match; he himself remaining in front of the 
volunteers, and within the line of fire, which he intended 
soon to order. Alarmed at his apparent determination, 
and di^eading the consequences involved in such a contest;. 
*Let us return,*' was presently lisped along the line, and 
soon after determined upon. The officers now came for- 
ward, and pledged themselves for their men, who either 
nodded assent, or openly expressed a willingness to retire 
to their quarters, and remain without further tumult, until 
'information were had, or the exnected aid should arrive. 
Thus passed away a moment ot the greatest peril, and 
pregnant with important consequences. 

Calculating philosophers may maintain the opinion, that 
conduct like that pursued on this occasion, deserves no 
other name than rashness: it certainly was determined, 
and proved in the end decisive. At such a moment, he- 
sitation must have been succeeded by a defeat of purpose, 
and an entire abandonment by his troops. To have been 
forsaken in such a manner, and under such circumstances, 
no expectation could have been entertained of drawing to 
the service, in any short tiraa, additional troops. The 
consequence must have been, that the enemy, not subdued^ 
but only exasperated, might, unipolested, have assailed 
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our unprotected frontiers, an4 drenched tKem in the blood 
of our defenceless citizens.. These anticipations were 
alarming, and only to be prevented by some effort, bold 
and daring, as the one attempted. It was hazardous, yet 
it succeeded. 

Although the immediate execution of their purpose was 
thus for the present prevented, it was presently ascertain- 
ed not to be wholly abandoned, and that nothing could be 
expected from their future fidelity and services. Jackson, 
therefore, determined to rid himself, as soon as possible, of ^ 
men whose presence answered no other end than to keep 
alive discontents in his camp. He accordingly prepared 
an order to General Hall, to march his brigade to Nash- 
ville, and to dispose of them as he should be directed by 
the governor of Tennessee. Previous to promulgating 
this, he resolved to make one further effort to retain them, 
and to make a last appeal to their honour and patriotism. 
For this purpose, havmg assembled them before the fort, 
on the 13th, he directed his aid-de-csimp to read the fol- 
lowing address: 

*^On the 10th of December, 1813, you assembled at the 
call of your country. Your professions of patriotism, and 
ability to endure fatigue, were at once tested by the incle- 
mency of the weather. Breaking your way through sheets 
of ice, you descended the Mississippi, and reached the 
point at which you were ordered to be halted and dis* 
missed. All this you bore without murmuring. Finding 
that your services were not needed, the means for march* 
ing you back were procured; every difficulty was sur- 
mounted, and, as soon as the point from which you 
embarked was regained, the order for your dismissal was 
carried into effect. The promptness with which you as- 
sembled, the regularity of your conduct, your attention to 
your duties, the determination manifested on every occa- 
sion, to carry into efi*ect the wishes and will of your go- 
vernment, placed you on elevated ground. You not 
only distinguished yourselves, but gave to your state a dis- 
tinguished rank with her sisters; and led your government 
to believe, that the honour of the nation would never be 
tarnished, when entrusted to the holy keeping of the 'Vo- 
lunteers of Tennessee.' 

**In the progress of a war, which the implacable and 
eternal enemy of our independence induced to be waged, 
we found that, without cause on our part, a portion of the 
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Cr^ek nation was ^dded to the mimber of our foes. To 
put it dowB, the first glance of the administration fell on 
ydu ; and you were again summoned to the field of honour. 
In f\ill possession of 3^ur former feelings, that summons 
was cheerfully obeyed. Before your enemy thought you 
in motion, you were at Tallushatchee and Talladega: The 
thunder of your arms was a signal to them that the 
slaughter of your countrymen was about to be avenged. 
You fought, you conquered I barely enough of the foe es- 
caped to recount to their savage associates your deeds of 
valour. You returned to this place loaded with laurels, 
and the applauses of your country. 

^^ Can it be, that these brave men are about to become - 
the tarnishers of their own reputation I — ^the destroyers of 
a name, which does them so much honour ? Yes, it is a 
truth too well disclosed, that cheerfulness has been ex- 
changed for complaints : — ^murmurings and discontents > 
alone prevail. Men who a little while since were offering 
up players for permission to chastise the merciless idavage 
— «who burned with impatience to teach them how much 
they had hitherto been indebted to our forbearance, are 
now, when they could so easily attain their wishes, seeking 
to be discharged.^ The heart of your general has been 
pierced. The first object of his military affections, and 
the first glory of his life, were the volunteers of Tennessee ! 
The very name recalls to him a thousand endearing recol- 
lections. But these men — ^these volunteers, have become 
mutineers. The feelings he would hav^ indulged, your 
general has. be^n compelled to suppres»-*he has been ^ 
compelled by a regard to. that subordination, so necessary 
to the support of every army^ and which he is bound Ao 
have observed, to check the disorder which would have 
destroyed you. He has interposed his authority for your 
safety— to prevent you from disgracing yourselves and 
your country. Tranquillity has been restored in our 
camp— contentment shall ^also be restored ; this can be 
done only by permitting those to retire whose dissatisfac- 
tion proceeds from causes that cannot \}e controlled. This 
permission will now be given. Your country will dis- 
pense with your services, if you have no longer a regard 
for 'that fame which you have so nobly earned for your- 
selyes and her. Yes, soldiers, you who were once- so 
brave, and to whom honour was so dear, shall be permitted 
to return to your homes if you still debire it* But in what 
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language, when you arrive, will you address your families 
and friends ? Will you tell them that you abandoned your 
general and your late associates in arms, within fifty miles 
of a savage enemy; who equally delights in sheddingthe 
blood of the innocent female and her sleeping babe, as4iiat 
of the warrior contending in battle? Lamentable, dis- 
graceful tale ! If your dispositions are really changed ; if 
you fear an enemy you so lately conquered ; this day wM 
prove it I now put it to yourselves;— determine upon 
the part you will act, influenced only by the suggestions 
of your own hearts, and your own understandings. All 
who prefer an inglorious retirement, shall be ordered tp 
Nashville, to be discharged as the president or the go- 
vernor may direct. Those who choose to remain, and 
unite with their general in the further prosecution of the 
campaign, can do so, and will thereby furnish a proof 
that they have been greatly traduced; and that" althougk 
disaffection and cowardice has reached the hearts of some^ 
h'has not reached theirs. To such my assurance is given, 
that former irregularities will not be attributed to then^^ 
They shall be immediately organized into a separate 
corps, under officers of their own choice; said, in a little 
while, it is confidently believed, an opportunity will be af- 
forded of adding to the laurels you have already won." 

Warm and feeling as was the appeal, it failed of the 
desired effect Captain Williamson alone agreed to re- 
main. Finding that their determination to abandon the 
service could not be changed, and that every principle of 
patriotism was forgotten, the General communicated hi* 
order to General Hall, and directed him to march his bri- 
gade to Nashville, and await such instructions as he 
might receive from the president, or the governor rf 
'Tennessee. 

Meantime the cavalry and mounted riflemen, who, under 
an express stipulation to return and complete the cam- 
paign, had been permitted to retire into the settlenients,. 
to recruit their horses and procure winter clothing, had,, 
at the time appointed, re-assembled in the neighbourhood 
of Huntsville. But, catching the infection of discontent 
from the infantry, on their return march, they began noW; 
to clamour with equal earnestness for a discharge. The 
cavalry insisted that they were as well entitled to it as the 
infantry; and the riflemen, that they could not be held in 
service after the 24th, that being three months from the 
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time they had been mustered: and that as that day was so 
near at hand, it was wholly useless to advance any farther. 
General Coffee, who was confined at HuntsviUe by se- 
vere indisposition, employed all the means which his de- 
bilitated streng^ would allow, to remove the dang;eroua 
impressions they had so readily imbibed, and to reclaim 
them to a sense of honour and pf duty; but all his efforts 
proved unavailing. He immediately ordered his brigade 
to head-quarters: they had proceeded as far as Ditto's 
Terry, when the greater part of them refusing to cross the 
river, returned in a tumultuous manner, committing on 
the route innumerable irregularities, which there was no 
Ibrce sufficient to restrain^ Not more than seven hundred 
of the brigade could be gotten over; who, having march- 
ed to Deposit, were directed to be halted, until further 
orders could be obtained from General Jackson. At this 

Rlace they committe;^ the wildest extravagancies; pro- 
isely wasting the public grain, which, with much diffi- 
culty and labour, had been collected for the purpose of the 
campaign; and indulging in every species' of excess. 
Whilst thus rioting, they continued to clamour , vocife- 
rously for their discharge. General Coffee finding his 
utmost ^efforts ineffectusd, to restrain or to ^uiet them, 
wrote to Jackson, acquainting him with their conduct and 
demands, and enclosing a petition that had been addressed 
to him by the rifle regiment In his letter he says, **I am 
of opinion, the sooner they can be gotten clear of the bet- 
ter; they are consuming the forage that will be necessary 
for others, and I am satisfied they will do no more good. 
I have told them, their petition would be submitted to you, 
who would decide upon it in the shortest possible time. " 
This was truly disagreeable news to the General Already 
sufficiently harassed by the discontents and oppositions of 
his troops, now that they had retired, he looked anxiously 
forward, indulging a hope that the tranquillity of his camp 
would be no more assailed. On the brigade of Coffee, he. 
had placed great reliance, and, from the pledges it had 
g^ven him, entertained no fears but that it would return 
and act with, him, as soon as he should be ready to pro- 
ceed. He replied to General Coffee, and taking a view of 
I the grqunds and causes of their complaints, endeavoured 
[ to reconcile their objections, and persuade them to a dis- 
charge of the duties which they had undertaken, and cove- 
nanted to perform. 
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Tlies&g^rs ti that address^ observes the General, com- 
mence by sayingi^ ^that jealousy is prevailing in our campi^ 
with respect to the understanding between themselves and 
the government, relative to the service required of them; 
and, believing it to be its policy to ac^t fairly, are of opi- 
nion that a full explanation of their Case will have a good 
effect in promoting the cause in which they are engaged.' 

"What can have given rise to this jealousy, I am at a 
loss to conjecture; for surely^ no unmir practices were 
ever used by their government to get them into the ser- 
vice, nor. to keep them in it longer than they had engaged 
to remain. How long that was, can be easily determined 
by the law under which they were accepted. This was 
open to all, and must be presumed to have been under- 
stood by alL** But for a complete answer, I send you and 
refer you to the written pledges, of both the field and pla- 
toon officers, before they returned to recruit their horses, 
and obtain their winter clothing. As they seem com- 
pletely to have forgotten, remind them of all they contain, 
-^f 'their assurances given, that, if what they asked were 
granted, they would return, at the shortest possible notice, 
prepared and willing to go fihrough the winter service, or 
to the end of the campaign. Sensible of their necessities, 
and confiding fully in the promises they made, and signed 
with their own names, I permitted them, on the 2 2d ulti- 
mo, to return mto the settlements, for the purpose of pro- 
curing fresh horses and additional clothing ; and required 
them, to which they readily agreed, to rendezvous in 
Madison, on the 8th instant. They have returned, and 
now, when every calculation is made upon their services, 
agreeably to the pledges that have been given, they send, 
(instead of coming,) this address. Under these circum- 
stances, what * explanation of their case' do they want? 
What explanation do they expect their general to give 
them? Barely to remind them of their written pledges, 
.without attempting any exposition of the law, under which 
they have engaged, is surely a sufficient answer. An ex- 
position of it will not be attempted by me; not onlybe* 
cause it is considered unnecessary, but because my opi- 
nion on it has been already frequently given. 

**I cannot conceive how the idea has arisen, that they 
are attempted to be detained without their consent To 
say nothing of the length of service really required by the 
Jaw under which they were accepted, have not the field of- 
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ficers giresn their written consent to remain during the 
winter, or until the campaign be completed ? Have they 
not also given a pledge for their men, and the officers com- 
manding companies and platoons; and have not those 
company and platoon officers, given a similar assurance 
for themselves and their men? Let them look to these 
pledges, and blush at their conduct. 

*'They also remark, *If any tender of services, for a 
longer time than a tour of duty, (three months,) has been 
made to the general government, we beg leave to say, it 
was without our consent or knowledge; and we are con- 
vinced that, in all contracts that are binding, both parties, 
must fully understand and consent thereto. We wish to 
be permitted to return home, aqd to return under such cir- 
cumstances as will entitle us to be praised, instead of 
blamed, by those who so gallantly led us to battle.' 

"To this I answer, that no tender for any specified term 
of service was ever made to the general government by mc, 
or by any other within my knowledge. As regards their 
law remark^ that men, to be bound by a contract, must un- 
derstand and consent to it, it will be a sufficient answer, 
that those who volunteer their services, under a public 
law, are presumed to understand fully all its provisions; or, 
at any rate, that those who sign an instrument drawn up 
by themselves, cannot reasonably be supposed ignorant of 
its contents, or unwilling to abide by its terms. But they 
must be lukewarm patriots indeed, who, in the moment 
of danger and necessity, can halt in the discharge of their 

' duty to argue and quibble on the construction of laAvs and 
statutes. 

"As to tlmir wish Ho be praised instead of censured,' 
I am at a loss to conceive how such ' a sentiment should 
hold a place in the breasts of men who are about to aban- 
don the cause of their country at such a moment as this, 
and under such engagements. Even if it be possible for 
such men to desire praise, from their present conduct they 
Cannot expect it, nor believe themselves entitled to receive 
it Before they can have determined to enter upon such 
a course, they must undoubtedly have prepared their 
minds to meet aH the contumely and contempt that an in- 
dignant country can heap upon such wind-blown patriots; 
who, when at home, clamoured so vociferously about her 
injured rights, and having taken up arms to defend them, 

' abandon them at a moment when they are most in danger. 

F 
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A grosser aliment than praise must be the proper nutri" 
^ ment for such minds. If it were possible that any doubt 
could exist, under the law by which their servicies were en- 
gaged, has not the utmost .certainty been produced by 
their own written undertakings, subsequently made ? But 
on the question, whether their country, at this time, needs 
their services in the field, there x:an be no doubt. And is 
patriotism to be measured by months, and weeks, and 
days t Is it by such a computation, that the volunteer, 
embarked in his country's defence^ hopes to entitle him- 
self to the thanks of that country, when her rights are as- 
. sailed, and his efforts can protect them? — Be it so; let it 
be even granted, that these men'^ engagements have ex- 
pired under the law; has. their sacred pledge, in writing, 
and has their love of country expired ? If these cannot 
bind them to a faithful performance of their duty, I know 
of nothing by which I can hope to hold them. " 

Few men had ever imposed, the necessity of contending 
with greater difficulties. The volunteers, proud of the 
name, and conceiving themselves superior to the militia, 
had just fought their first battle; and if suffering h^ad not 
destroyed their early excitement, the same fervour with 
which they set out might have still continued ; but the ne- 
gligence or interested views of contractors, had introduced 
such discontents, as that to repress them, boldness and 
energy were required. But to effect this, as events prov- 
ed, was impracticable, masmuch as the termination of oot 
difficulty seemed but the commencement of another. It 
is not wondrous then, that the patience of the General 
should have been exhausted ; or in the address presented 
he should have indulged those feelings whicit the occiision 
and the circumstances were so well calculated to inspire. 
To have addressed thetn in a strain less pointed and in- 
dependent, or to have endeavoured to sooth their discon- 
tents by- entreaty, might at some other time, and under 
different circumstances, have been better resorted tp for 
success ; but the ineffectual attempts that had been made 
with his infantry, who had forsaken the camp, in spite of 
every thing that persuasion, threats, or honour could sug^ 
gest, left but a narrow basis on which to erect a hope of 
his being able to detain them. There was but-k single 
course left; to point tothe pledge they had giv^n, aixd ap- 
peal directly to their honour, believing that, it yfe^i^ 
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unsucces'sfdly there was " nothing by which he could hope 
to hold them. " 

Jackson had just received a letter from the governor of 
Tennessee, in answer to his frequent and pressing inqui- 
ries, as to the disposition which should be made of the vo- 
lunteers. It recommended what had already, from neces- 
sity, been done; to dismiss*-— not discharge them, because 
the latter was not in the power of either?— nor was their 
dismission to be given, because founded in right; but be- 
cause, under existing circumstances, their presence could 
not prove beiieficial, but highly injurious. To induce them 
contentedly to remain, the governor had suggested but 
one argument, which had not already been unsuccessfully 
attempted; "that it was very doubtful if the government 
would pay them for the services they had already render- 
ed, if abandoned without her authority." It is true, that 
avarice sometimes alters a determination, when other con- 
siderations have failed of success; whether this appeal 
might not result beneficially with the cavalry, whose pre- 
sence was greatly desired, was at least worthy the trial. 
It was important, however, to bring it before them in 
soine delicate manner to awaken inquiry, and guard 
against offence. The letter was therefore enclosed for 
their inspection, accompanied with these remarks: — *^\ 
have just received a letter from Governor Blount, which I 
hasten to transmit, that you may avail yourselves of what- 
ever benefits and privileges it holds out. You will per- 
ceive, that he does not- consider he has any power to dis- 
charge you, — ^neither have I : — but you have my permission 
to retire from the service, if you are still desirous of doing 
so, and are prepared to risk the consequences." 

These letters, so far from answering the desired end, 
had a directly contrary effect That of the governor was 
no sooner read, than they eagferly laid hold of it to sup- 
port the resolution they had already formed; and without 
further ceremony or delay, abandoned the campaign. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Irisoontents of the militia. — Governor Bloant recommends «n aban- 
donment of the service. — ^Jackson's reply to his letter. — The go- 
vernor takes measures for bringing out a sufficient force. — Militia 
retire from service. — Lieutenant Kearley. — General Jackson endea- 
vours to detain the East Tennessee troops. — His address to them. 
—^Arrival of additional forces. — Expedition against the Indians. — 
His motives. — Battle of Emuckfaw.— General Coffee proceeds to 
destroy the enemy's fortifications. ^Second battle of Emuck&w. — 
Troops commence their return march.— Ambuscade f<»iDed by the 
Indians. — Battle of Enotichopco. 

The events just portrayed, satisfactorily prove, that 
militia are not only the most expensive troops m war, but 
such as cannot be relied on beyond that period where ex- 
citement and buoyancy of spirit is preserved; and even 
then, none but the most determined officers can control 
them. Despondency overtaking them, their efficiency is 
destroyed; but, when mutinous, they are rendered worse 
than useless. 

\ Whilst these unfortunate events were transpiring in the 
rear, matters were far from wearing an encouraging as- 
pect at head-quarters.. The brigade of West Tennessee 
militia, at no time full, and at present consisting, in con- 
sequence of numerous desertions, of about six hundred, 
imitating the evil examples lately set before it, began, as 
the day on which they imagined thenvselves entitled to a 
discharge was approaching, to turn their attention towards 
home. .Believing that three months constituted the tour 
of duty contemplated in the act under which their services 
had been engaged, they insisted that it would terminate 
on the 4th of the ensuing month. This, however, was a 
construction that Jackson was by no means disposed to 
admit. It is true, the act had not defined the term pf 
their engagement; but it had specified the object of calling 
them out, and as that object had not yet been attained, it 
was believed, that at present, they were not entitled to a 
discharge. In addition to this, these troops, although 
raised by the state authorities, had been received into the 
service of the general government, under the act of con* 
gress authorizing the president to call out a hundred 
thousand militia, to serve for six months, unless by his 
own order they should be previously dismissed. So that, 
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whether the act of congress, or the legislature of Tennes- 
see, were taken as the governing rule in this case, it M^as be* 
lieved there was no authority competent to extend to them 
a discharge, at the time it was threatened to be demimd- 
ed. The militia of East Tennessee, having -been specially 
mastered into service for three months, would, of course, 
be entitled to claim their dismissal at the ejLpiration of that 
period; hence Colonel Lilliard's regiment, which constitute 
ed more than one half the present force at head-quarters, 
would be lost to the service on the 14th of the next month. 
With the failure of General Cocke, to bring into the 
field the number and description of troops which he had 
been ordered to raise under the requisition of the presi- 
dent, as weH as with the temper and demands of those 
who were in service, Jackson kept the governor of Ten- ^ 
nessee correctly advised ; and omitted no opportunity of 
entreating him, in the most pressing manner, to take the 
earliest measures for supplying by draft, or voluntary 
enlistment^ the present deficiency, as well as that which, 
from every appearance, was soon to be expected. To 
these solicitations, he had now received the governor's, 
answer, who stated, that, having given an order to 
bring into the field fifteen hundred of the detached 
militi% as was required by the secretary of war, and 
a thousand volunteers, under the act of the legislature 
of Tennessee of the 24th September, he did not feel 
hhnself authorized to grant any new mandate,' although 
satisfied that the first had not been complied with; 
that he viewed the further prosecution of the campaign, 
attended as it was with so many embarrassments, as a 
fruitless endeavour; and concluded by recommending, as 
advisable, to withdraw the troops into the settlements, 
and suspend all active operations, until the general govern- 
ment should provide more effectual means for conducting 
it to a favourable result Jackson, far from having any 
hitentiou to yield to this advice, determined to oppose it. 
Still, however, he was greatly concerned at the view the 
chief magistrate of his state seemed to take of a question 
of such vital importance; and immediately proceeded to 
unfold himself fully, and to suggest the course, which, he 
believed, on the present occasion, it behooved them both 
to pursue: pointing out the ruinous consequences that 
might be expected to result from the adoption of the mea- 
sure he had undertaken ta recommend, Jie continues: — . 

f2 • 
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^ Had your wish, that I should discharge a part of ray 
force, and retire with the residue into the settlements, as^ 
sumed the form of a positive order, it might have fur- 
nished me some apology for pursuing such a course; but 
by no means a full justification. As you would have no 
power to give such an order, I could not be inculpable in 
obeying, with my eyes open to the fatal consequences that 
would attend it But a bare recommendation, founded^ 
as I am satisfied it must be, on the artful suggestions, of 
those fireside patriots, who seek, in a failure of the expe-- 
dition, an excuse for their own supineness; and upon the 
misrepresentations of the discontented from the army, 
who wish it to be believed, that the difficulties which 
overcame their patriotism are wholly insurmountable^ 
would afford me but a feeble shield against the reproaches 
of my country or my conscience. Believe me, my re- 
spected friend, the remarks I make proceed from the 
purest personal regard. If you would preserve your re- 
putation, or that of the state over which you preside, you 
must take a straight-forward, determined course; regard- 
less of the applause or censure of the populace, and of the 
forebodings of that dastardly and designing crew, who, at 
a time like this, may be expected to clamour continually 
in your ears. The very wretches who now beset yoji with 
evil counsel, will be the first, should the measures which 
they recommend eventuate in disaster, to call down impre- 
cations on your head, and load you with reproaches. 
Your country is in dangers— apply its resources to its de- 
fence! Can any course be more plain? Do you, my 
friend, at such a moment as the present, sit with your amis 
folded, and your heart at ease, waiting a solution of your 
doubts, and a definition of your powers? Do you wait for 
special instructions from the secretary at war, which it is 
impossible for you to receive in time for the danger that 
threatens ? How did the venerable Shelby act, under simi- 
lar circumstances; o» rather, under circumstances by no 
means so critical? Did he wait for orders to do what 
every man of sense knew — >what every patriot felt — to be 
right? He did not; and yet how highly and justly did 
the government extol his manly and energetic conduct! 
and how dear has his name become to every friend of his 
country ! 

'* You say, that an order to bring the necessary quota oi 
men into the field has been given, and that of course your 
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power ceases; and, although you are made sensible that 
the order has been wholly neglected, yon can take no 
measure to remedy the omission. Widely different, in- 
deed, is my opinion. I consider it your imperious duty, 
when the men, called for by your authority, lounded upon 
that of the government, are known not to be in the field, 
to see that they be brought there; and to take immediate 
.measures with the officer, who, charged with the execu- 
tion of your order, omits or neglects to do it. As the 
executive of the state, it is your duty to see that the full 
quota of troops be constantly kept in the fipld, for the time 
they have been required. You are responsible to the go- 
vernment; your officer to you. Of what avail is it to give 
an order, if it be never executed, and may be disobeyed 
with impunity? Is it by empty mandates that we can 
hope to conquer our enemies, and save our defenceless 
frontiers from butchery and devastation? Believe me, 
my valued friend, there are times when it is highly crimi- 
nal to' shrink from responsibility, or scruple about the 
exercise of our powers. There are times when we must 
disregard punctilious etiquette, and think only of serving 
our country. What is really our present situation ? The 
enemy we -have been sent to subdue, may be said, if we 
stop at this, to be only exasperated. The commander in 
chief, General Pinckney, who supposes me by this time, 
prepared for renewed operations, has ordered me to ad- 
vance, and form a junction with the Georgia army; and, 
Upon the expectation that I will do so, are all his arrange^ 
ments formed for the prosecution of the campaign. Will 
it do to defeat his plans, and- jeopardize the safety of the 
Georgia army? The general government, too, believe, 
and have a right to believe, that we have now not less 
than five thousand men in the heart of the enemy's country; 
and on this opinion are all their calculations bottomed; 
and must they all be frustrated, and I become the instru- 
ment by which it is done ? God forbid ! 

** You advise me to discharge or dismiss from service, 
until the will of the president can be known, such portion 
'of the militia as have rendered three months' service* 
This advice astonishes me even more than the former. I 
have no, such discretionary power; and if I had, it would 
be impolitic and ruinous to exercise it. I believed, the 
militia who were not specially received for a shorter pe- 
riod, were engaged for six months, unless the objects of 
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the expedition should be sooner attained; and in this opi« 
nioni was greatly strengthened by your letter of the 15th, 
in which you say, when answerjin^ my inquiry upon this 
subject, •* tfce militia are detached for six months' service;" 
nor did I know, or suppose, you had a different opinion, 
until the arrival of your last letter. I have, laboured hard 
to reconcile these men to a continuance in service until 
they could be honourably discharged, and had hoped I 
had, in,|i great measure, succeeded; but your opinion, ope- 
rating wi^ their own prejudices, will give a sanction to 
thf ir conduct, and render useless any further attempts. 
They will go; but I can neither discharge ncfr dismiss 
them. Shall I be told, that as they will go, it may as well 
be peaceably permitted; can that be any good reason why 
1 should do an unauthorized act? Is it a good reason why 
I should violate the order of my superior officer, and 
evince a willingness to defeat the purposes of my govern- 
ment?: And wherein does the * sound policy' of the mea» 
sures that have been recommended consist? or in what 
way are they Mikely to promote the public good?' Is it 
sound policy to abandon a conquest thus far made, and de- 
liver up to htvoc, or add to the number of our enemies, 
those friendly Creeks and Cherokees, who, relying on our 
protection, have espoused our cause, and aided us with 
their arms? Is it good policy to turn loose on our de- 
fenceless frontiers, five thousand exasperated savages, to 
reek their hands once more in the blood of our citizens ? 
What! retrograde under such circumstances! I will perish 
first. No, I will do my duty: I will hold the posts I have 
established, until ordered to abandon them by the com- 
manding general, or die in the struggle; — long since have 
I determined not to seek the preservation of life at the sa- 
crifice of reputation. . • 

" But our frontiers, it seems, are to be defended, and 
by whom ? By the very force that is now recommended 
tp be dismissed : for I am first told to retire into the settle- 
ments and protect the frontiers; next to discharge my 
troops; and then, that no measures can be taken for rais- 
ing others. No, my friend, if troops be given me, it is 
not by loitering on the frontiers that I will seek to give 
protection; — they are to be defended, if defended at all, in 
a very different manner; by carrying the war into the 
heart of the enemy's country. AH other hopes of defence 
arc more visionary than dreams. What then is to be 
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done? I'll tell you what You have only to act with the 
energy and decision the crisis demands, and all will be 
well. Send me a«force engaged for six months, and I will 
answer for the result,— but withhold it, and all is lost,—* 
the reputation of the state^ and your's, and mine along 
with it." 

This letter had considerable effect with the governor. 
On receiving it, he immediately determined on a course of 
greater ef^ciency, and ordered from the second division 
twenty-five hundred of the militia, for a tour of three 
months, to rendezvous at Fayetteviile cmi the 28th of Janu- 
ary. The command was given to Brigadier-General 
Johnston, with orders to proceed without delay, by de- 
tachments or otherwise, to Fort Strother. He instnicted 
General Cocke to execute the order he had received from 
Xackson, for raising from his division his required quota 
of troops, and to bring them to the field as early as possi- 
ble. 

These measur^^ were taken by the governor in opposl^t 
tion to his first views of their impropriety — without any 
special directions from the government If » any doubts, 
hpwever, remained of the correctness of the course adopted, 
they were soon after dispelled by a letter from the secre- 
tary of war, stating that he was ^ authorized to supply, by 
miUtia drafts or volunteers,, any deficiency that might 
arise, and without referring on that head to the depart* 
mentofwar.*' 

The day had arrived, when that portion of the militia 
which had continued in service, claimed to be discharged; 
and. insisted, that whether this were given to them or not, 
they would abandon the campaign and return home. Jack- 
son believed them not et^tled to it, and hence, that he 
had no right to give it; out since Governor Blount had 
said difl^ently, and his opinion, as was requested, had 
been promulgated, he felt it to be improper t^at he should 
attempt any exercise of authority to detain them. Never- 
theless, believing it to be his duty to keep them, he issued 
a general order, commanding all persons in the service of 
the United States, under his command, not to leave the 
encampment without his written permission, under the 
penalties annexed by the rules and articles of war, to the 
crime of desertion. This was accompanied by an address, 
in which they were exhorted, by all those motives which 
he supposed would be most likely to have any influence. 
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to remain at their posts until they t^ould be legally dis- 
charged. Neither the order nor the address avuled any 
thing. On the morning of the 4th of January, the officer 
of the day reported, that on visiting his guard, half after 
ten o'clock, he found neither the officer, (Lieutenant 
Kearley,) nor any of the sentinels at their posts. Upon 
this information, General Jackson ordered the arrest of 
Kearley, who refused to surrender his sword, alle^g it 
should protect him to Tennessee; that he was a freeman, 
and not subject to the orders of General' Jackson, or any 
body else. This^b^ng made known to the General, he is- 
sued, immediately, this order to the adjutant-general: 
**You will forthwith cause the guards to parade, with 
Captain Gordon's company of spies, and arrest Lieutenant 
Kearley; and, in case you shall be resisted in the execu- 
tion of this order, you are commanded to oppose force to 
force, and arrest him at all hazards. Spare the effiision- 
of blood, if possible; but mutiny mu^t, and shall be put 
down." Colonel Sitler, with the guajtls and Gordon's 
company, immediatly proceeded in search, and found him^ 
at the head of his company, on the lines, which were 
formed, and about to be marched off. He was ordered 
to halt, but lefused. The adjutant-general, filtiding it ne- 
cessary, directed the guards to stop him; and again de-^ 
manded his sword, which he again refused to deliver. 
The guards were commanded to fire on him if he did not 
immediately deliver it, and had already cocked their guns* 
At this order, the lieutenant cocked his, and his men fol- 
lowed the example. General Jackson, informed of what, 
was passing, had hastened to the scene, and arriving at 
this moment, personally demanded of Kearley his sword, 
which he still obstinately refusi^; Incensed at his con- 
> duct, and viewing the example as too dangerous to be 
passed in silence, he snatched a pistol from his holster, 
and was already levelling it at the breast of Kearley, when 
the adjutant-general interposing between them, urged him 
to surrender his sword. At this moment, a friend of the 
lieutenant, who was present, drew it from the scabbard,* 
and presented it to Colonel Sitler, who refused to receive 
it It was then returned to Kearley, who now delivered it, 
and was placed under guard. During this crisis, both 

garties remained with their arms ready, and prepared for 
ring; and a scene of bloodshed was narrowly escaped. 
Kearley being confined, and placed under guard, be- 
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rcame exceedingly penitent, and earnestly supplicated the 
General for a pardoii. He stated that the absence of the 
guards and sentinels from their post had been owing to 
.the recommendation and advice ol^e brigade-major; that 
his not delivering his sword, when it was first demanded, 
was attributable to the influence and arguments of others, 
who had persuaded him it was not his duty to do so; that 
he had afterwsurds come to the determination to surrender 
himself, but was dissuaded by those who assured him it 
lyould be a sacrifice of characte;*, and that they would 
share in his disobedience and protect him in the hour of 
danger; why he stOl resisted, in the presence of the Gene« 
ral, was, that being at the head of his company, and hav- 
ing undertaken to carry.themhome, he was restrained, at 
. the moment, by a false idea of honour. This application 
w^as aided by certificates of several of the most respectable 
i^cers then in camp, attesting his previously, uniform 
gfood behaviour^ and expressing a belief that his late mis- 
conduct was wholly to be attributed to the interference of 
others* Influenced > by these reasons, but particularly by 
an apprehension of the seductions which he believed had 
lieen practised upon him, by older and more experienced 
oSicers in his regiment, the General thought proper to 
order his liberation from arrest, and his sword to be re- 
stored to him« Never was a man more sensible of the fa- 
vour he had received, or more devoted to his benefactor^ 
than he afterwards became* ' 

While these proceedings were taking place, the rest of 
the brigade, with the exception of Captain Willis's com- 
pany, and twenty-nine of his men, continued their march 
towards home, leaving behind, for the further prosecution 
of the campaign, and the defence of Fort Strother, a single 
regiment of militia, whose term of service was within' a 
few weeks of expiring; two small companies q{ spies, and 
oae of artillery. As this regiment had often professed a 
desire to be led against the enemy, and to contend in bat- 
tle, before they quitted the service, Jackson flattered him- 
self with the hope, that they would, for this purpose, wil- 
lingly, remain in the field a few«days beyond the period of 
their engagements. On the next day, therefore, with a 
view to test their patriotism and to detain them if possi- 
ble, he caused to be read to that regiment the following 
address. 
. **Your general, having reported that your term of ser- 
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vice will expire on the 14th, I assume ao clwn^ofi' you 

beyond that period. But, although Icannot demand «».a 
right,' the continuance of your services, I do not 'desptat 
of being able to obtain diem through your patnotism* 
For what pui*pose was it that you quitted your homes^ 
and penetrated the heart of the enemy's country ? Was 
it to avenge the blood of your fellow citizens, inhumanly 
slain by that enemy; to give security in future to ourex*^ 
tended and unprotected frontier, and to signalize the va^ 
lour by which you were animated? Will any of these 
objects be attained if you abandon the campaign at the 
time you contemplate? Not one I Yet an opportunity 
shall be afforded you, if you desire it. If you have been 
really actuated by the feelings, and governed by the mo^ 
tives, which your commanding general supposes in* 
fluenced you to take up arms, and enter the^field in de- 
fence of your rights, none of you will resist the appeal he 
now makes, or hesitate to embrace with eagerness, the 
opportunity he is about to afford yotr. 

"The enemy, more than half conquered, yet deriving 
encouragement and hope from the tardiness of our opera- 
tions, and the distractions which have unhappily prevailed 
in our camp, are again assembling below us. Another 
lesson of admonition must be furnished them. They 
must again be made to feel the weight of that power which 
they have, without cause, provoked to war; and to know, 
that although we have been slow to take up arms, we wiH 
never lay them from our hands until we have secured the 
objects that impelled us to the resort. In less than eight 
days, I shall leave this encampment to meet and figlit 
them. Will any of you accompany me? Are there any 
amongst you, who, at a moment like this, will not think 
it an outrage upon honour, for her feelings to be tested by 
a computation of time ? What if the period for which you 
tendered your services to your country has expired— is 
that a consideration with the valiant, the patriotic, and the 
brave, who have appeared to redress the injured rights of 
that country, and to acquire for themselves the name of 
glory? Is it a consideratron with them, when those ob- 
jects are stiil unattained, and an opportunity of acquiring 
them is so near at hand I Did such men* enter the field 
like hirelings — to serve for pay? Does all regard for their 
country, their families, and themselves, expire with the 
time for which their services were engaged ? Will it be 
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a sufiieient gratification to their feelings, that they served 
three months, without seeing the enemy, and then aban- 
doned the campaign when the enemy was in the neighbour- 
hood, and could be seen and conquered in ten days ? Any 
retrospect they can make of the sacrifices they have en- 
cpUBtered, and the privations they have endured, will af- 
ford but little satisfaction under such circumstances; — 
the very mention of the Creek war, must cover them with 
the blushes of shame^ and self abasement. Having en- 
gaged for only three months, and that period having ex- 
pired, you are not bound to serve any longer: — ^but are 
you bound by lio thing else? Surely, as honourable and 
high-minded men, you must, at such a moment as the 
present, feel other obligations than the law imposes. A 
fear of the punishment of the law, did not bring you into 
camp; — ^that ita demands are satisfied, will not take you 
from it. You had higher objects, in view,— some greater 
^"ood to attain. This your general believes,»^nor can he 
believe otherwise, without doing you great injustice. 

"Your services are not asked for longer than twenty 
days; and who will hesitate making such a sacrifice, 
when the good of his Country and his own fame are at 
stake? Who, under the present aspect of affairs, will 
even reckon it a sacrifice ? . When we set out to meet the 
enemy, this post must be retained and defended ; if any of 
you will remain, and render this service, it will be no less 
imiportant than if you had marched to the battle; nor will 
your general less thankfully acknowledge it. Tuesday 
ne3S.t, the line of march will be taken up : and in a few days 
thereafter, the objects of the excursion will be effected. 
As patriotic men, then, I ask you for your services; and 
thi|s long, i have no doubt you will cheerfully render them. 
I am weU aware, that you are all anxious to return to your 
families and homes, and that you are entitled to do so; 
yet stay a Uttle longer, — go with me, and meet the enemy, 
and you can then return, not only with the consciousness 
of having performed your dutyj but with the glorious 
exultation of having done-even more than duty required. " 

What was hoped and expected from this address, did 
not result. Difficulties were constantly pressing; and 
whilst one moment gave birth to expectation, the next 
served but to destroy it. Jackson had been advised, and 
was buoyed by the hope, that adequate numbers would 
shortly come to his relief; and until this could be accom- 

G 



74 UFB OF GE1»£RAL JAOKSON. 

plished, it was desirable to retain tlifose^ho HM^^AoM 
with him, to give to Jiis posts increased^ ptotiectioB. 
Whilst measures were adopting in Tennessee,- to eSkt 
this fully, about a thousand volunteers were movift^-^ii^ 
to preserve an appearance of opposition, and keep Bectti« 
what had been already gained. With this forde, stdded^la 
what he already had, if in his power to keep tKeitt,^hc^«- 
lieved he would be able to advahcfe on the enemy, ttttfk^'H 
diversion in favour of the Georgia army, and obtains other 
important advantages. With this view, he had alddresaed 
this regiment, and brought before them stich^ eonsiiderii- 
tions as might be supposed calculated to excitfe a^soldier'^ 
ardour. But, in answer to his address, the'com^iHHidiBg 
officer replied, that having called upon the several officers 
in his regiment, to make a statement of those intheiP^^r^ 
spective companies who Vere willing to remain beyond 
the peViod of .their engagement, it appeared that with ti^ 
exception of Captain Hamilton' and three of his men,- none* 
would consent to do so. " 

Meantime, the volunteers, lately raised, had ufxived at 
Huntsville, where they had been directed to remain until 
sufficient supplies could be had at head-quarters. Could 
they have proceeded directly on, they would have reatdied 
the General sufficiently early to 'have enabled him to piid- 
ceed against the enemy before the period at whieh the 
remnant of his troops would have been entitled to a dis- 
charge. His exertions to have in readiness^'the arrange- 
ments necessary tb the accomplishnient of this end, Ind 
been indefatigable. ^ The more certainly to effiect his ob- 
ject, he had, on the 20th of December,^ despatched his own 
quarter-master and adjutant-general to Deposit and HiiBt»- 
ville, to push on what supplies should be collected and on 
hand at those places; and had, at the same time, despatch- 
ed one of the sub-contractors froiA'camp, with directiofns to 
examine the situation of the different depots; knd, if found 
insufficient td meet the requisition he had made, to pro- 
ceed immediately to th6 settlements in Tennessee^ and 
procure the necessary supplies. To the cdntrticttors them- 
selves, he had addressed orders and exhortations almost 
without number; and^ indeed, from every source,. and 
through every channel that the hope of relief could be dis- 
cerned, had he directed his exertions to obtain it. . 

Having thus strained every nerve, and unceasingly di- 
rected all his efforts towards the accomplishment of this 
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tifajectrlie hsuif for awhile^ flattered himself with the hope 
tiKikt.'his multiplied, endeavours would enable him to bring 
on his new troops in time for that combined movement 
'VRitii $hje. East Tennessee militia which he so much desir- 
So important did he consider this measure, that he 
.wilHng to subject himself to considerable hazard, ra- 
than 4ot effect it To Colonel Carroll he wrote, on learn- 
ing' that he was on his way with the newly raised troop&— 
** I am happy to hear of your success in procuring volun- 
teers. I Shall receive, with open arms, those who, in this 
liour of need, so gallantly come forth to uphold the sink- 
ing reputation of their state. I am exceedingly anxious to 
re-c<»nmence operations, and indeed they have become 
fxnore necessary than ever; yet I cannot move without sup- 
.plies. As this will meet .you near where the contractors 
are, you will be better able to ascertain than I can inform 
you, when that happy moment will arrive : and I pray you, 
use your best exertions to have it brought about with the 
least possible delay. Until supplies, and the means of 
transportation can be furnished, to justify another move- 
ment from this place, it will , be better that you remain 
where your hqrjses can be fed. I say this, upon the sup- 
position and hope, that it may shortly be effected ; but 
were it certain that the same causes of delay which have 
so long retarded our operations, were still to continue, I 
would, at every risk, and under every* responsibility, take 
up the miu*ch so soon as the troops now with you could 
arrive; For such a measure, I should seek my justifica- 
tion in the imperiousness of the circumstances by which I 
am surrounded ; and rely for success upon heaven, and 
the enterprise of. my followers. 

'* Partial supplies have arrived, for my use, at . Fort 
Armstrong, which will be ordered on to-morrow. Tins, 
with the scanty stock on hand, will at least keep us from 
starving a few weeks, until we can quarter upon the ene- 
my, or g^ala assistance from the country below. General 
Claiborne, who is encamped eighty-five miles above Fort 
Stoddart, writes me, that arrangements are made to send 
supplies ttp the Alabama,, to the junction of the Coosa 
and Tallapoosa. Upon such resources will I depend, 
sooner than wait until my army vrastes away, or through 
inaction becomes mutinous and unfit for service." 

The hopes, however, which had been cherished, of com- 
bined operations, with all the forces at that time under his 
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control, be was compelled, by the late events in the camjiy 
to relinquish; but although these were highly dtscottragv 
ing, they were far from inducing him to despond. He was 
strongly persuaded of the necessity of proceeding; and de- 
termined, that as soon as it were possible, he would ^-oae* 
cute the campaign with the feeble force he had at his 
command, deferring the period for more active operatioBS, 
until the expected reinforcements, collecting in Teiiiie»* 
sec, could be brought into the field.* 

On the second of January, Colonel. Carroll and Mr*^ 
Blackburn, having proceeded from. Huntsville, arrived at 
head-quarters, to receive instructions as to the maofler in 
which the volunteers should be organized ; and to leam 
the time when they would be required to be brought up« 
Having reported Uieir strength ,to be eight hundred . and 
fifty, they were directed to have them formed, as had been; 
desirejd, into two regiments, under officers of their own 
choice; and an order was put into their hands, requiring - 
General Coffee, who was then at Huntsville, - to march 
them to Fort Strother, by the 10th instant Their arrival, 
however, was not effected until the 13 th. 

Every preparation was how made to hasten an accom.-' 
pUshment of the objects in view. The whole effective- 
force consisted, at this time, by the reports, of little more - 
than nine hundred men, and was, in reality, below that; 
number. ^ . 

Being addressed by the General, on the occasion, on the 
15th, the mounted troops commenced their, march, and 
moved to Wehogee creek, tiiree miles from the fort. Jack-* 
son, with his staff, and the artillery company; joined them 
next morning at that place, and continued the line of 
march to Talladega, where about two hundred friendly In- . 
dians, badly armed, and much discouraged at the weak- 

• There was no Uw, either of the state or general government, for. a , 
pieriod so limited as sixty days, which was the tender made by those 
volunteers. The General was in doubt, therefore, whether or not to 
receive them; but, believing he might make a partial excursion, and 
thereby produce a diversion favourable to the Georg^ troops, who^ 
relying on his co-operation, might be perhaps greatly endang^^ed with^ > 
out it; and considering that their rejection might tend to the injuiy of 
the campug^ he finally concluded to accept them. Previously to 
doing so, he stated his objections, and the difficulties he felt; and en- 
deavoured to prevail on them to enlarge their term of service: to this 
they would not agree; when, rather than lose them entirely, he con- 1 
seated to receive them. 
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»688.ofiits force, were added to his numbers, without- in* 
ci'eftsingt much his strength* Seldom, perha{>s, has there 
l^en aa expedition undertaken, fraught with greater peril 
than t^s. Nine hundred new recruits, entirely unac- 
quainted with the duties of the field, were to be marched 
into' the heart of an enemy's country, without a hope of 
eseape, but from victory, and that victory not to be ex- 
pected, but from the wisest precaution, and most deter^ 
mined bravery. Although so obviously pregnant with 
dati^er,~to march 'was the only alternative that could be 
prudently adopted. No other could afford a diversion 
fa.voLir»ble to General Floyd, who was advancing with the 
ar nay from GcQrgia, or give favourable results to the cam- 
paign,' mthottt w|iich it must soon have been abandoned, 
far •rant of men to prosecute it Another reason rendered 
sueh a rnqvernent proper, and indispensable. The officer 
co-iatnanding at Fort Armstrong had received intelligence, 
OH' which was placed the utmost reliance, that the warriors 
from fourteen- or fifteen towns on the Tallapoosa, were 
abjut to unite their forces,' and attack that place; which 
w<i.s in a weak and defenceless situation. Of this. Gene- 
ral, Ja<:kson had been advised.^ The present movement 
then^ hazar4ous as it was, under all circumstances, was 
indispensable, and could alone prevent the execution of 
such a purpose, if it were in truth intended. On reaching 
Talladega, he received a letter from the commandant at 
Fort Armstrong, confirmatory of the first information that 
had been obtained^ and which left it no longer a matter of 
dattbt bu%£[h attack would be speedily waged against that 
depot. One also from General Pinckney, by'express,,ar- 
rived, advising, him that Floyd, on the 10th instant, would 
move from Coweta, and in ten days thereafter, establish a 
position at Tuckabatchee; and recommended, if his force 
would allow him to do no more, that he should advance 
against such of the enemy's towns as might be within con- 
venient distance; that, by having his troops employed, he 
might keep disaffection from his ranks, and be, at the 
same time,, ^erviceably engaged in harassing the ene- 
my- If, therefore, he could have hesitated before, there 
was no^ longer any room to do so. By an expeditious 
movement, he might save Fort Armstrong, and render an 
essential service to General Floyd, by detaching a part of 
the clans destined to proceed against him* The force 
which might act against either, was understood to be then 

o2 
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collected, in a bend of the Tallapoosa, near the noouth'of 
a creek cal^d Emuckfaw, and thither he determined, . by 
the nearest route, to direct his course. 

As he progressed on the march, a want of the necessary 
knowledge in his pilots, of subordination in his tnx^a^and 
skill in the officers who commanded them, became more 
and more apparent; but still their ardour* to meet the -»ie- 
my was,- not abated. Troops unacquainted with service 
are oftentimes more sanguine than veterans. The imajn- 
nation too frequently portraying battles in the light of a 
frolic, Iceeps danger at a distance, until, suddenly spiing- 
ing into view, it becomes a monster too hide€His to be 
withstood. 

On the evening of the 21st, sensible, from the trails 
fallen in upon, fresh, and converging to a point, that he 
must be in the neighbourhood of the enemy^ Jacksen en- 
camped his little army in a hollow square, on a eligible 
site, upon the eminences of Emuckfawy-sent out his spies, 
posted his piquets, doubled his sentinels, and made the ne- 
cessary arrangements to guard against attack. About 
midnight the spies came in and reported they had disco- 
vered a large encampment of Indians, at about three miles 
distance, who, from their whooping and dfncing, their 
usual precursors to battle, were no doubt apprised of his 
arrival. Every thing was r^ady for their reception, if they 
meditated an attack, or to pursue in the morning, if they 
did not. At the dawn of day,.the alarm g^ns of our 8.©q- 
tinels, succeeded by shrieks and savage yells, announced 
their presence. They commenced a furious a^ultonthe 
left flank, commanded by Colonel Higgins, which was ^met 
and opposed with great firmness. General Coffee and 
Colonels Carroll and Sitler, Instantly, repaired to the point 
of attack, and, by example and exhortation, encouraged 
the men to a performance of their duty. The action raged 
for- half an. hour; the brunt of which being against the left 
wing, it had. become considerably weakened. It being 
now sufficiently light to ascertain, cprrectly, the position 
of the enemy, and Captain Ferril's company having come 
up and reinforced the left wing, the whole ch^ged under 
General Coffee, >nd a rout immediately ensued^ The 
friendly Indians joining in the pursuit, they were chased 
about ti;^o miles, with considerable loss. We had fiye 
killed, and twenty wounded. UntiUt became light enough 
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'to dfabcem objects, our troops deriyed- considerate adTan- 
tage from their camp fires; these having been placed at 
some distance without the line of the encampment, afford- 
ed a decided superiority in a night attack, by enabling 
those within to fire with great accuracy on an approach- 
.ing. enemy, whilst they themselves remained invisible in 
the dark. 

" The pursuit being over, Jackson detached General Cof- 
fee, with the Indians, ^d four hundred men, to destroy* 
the- enemy's encampment, unless he should find it too 
strongly fortified ; in which event, he was to give informa- 
tion immediately, and wait the arrival of the artillery. 
Coffee, having reconnoitred this position, and found it 
too strong to be assailed with the force he commanded, 
returned to camp- The propriety of this determination 
was soon perceived. He had not returned more than half 
: an hour, when a severe fire was made upon the piquets, 
posted on the.right, accompajiied with prodigious yelling. 
General Coffee, having obtained permission, proceeded to 
turn the left fiank of the assailants. This detachment be- 
ings taken from different corps, he placed himself at their 
head, and moved briskly &rward. Those in the rear, 
availing themselves of this circumstance, continued to drop 
off, one by one, without his knowledge, until the whole 
number left with him did not exeeed fifty. It was fortunate 
that the force of the enemy he had first to attack was not 
rgreater. He found them occupying a ridge of open pine 
timiber, covered with low underwood^ which afforded them 
many opportunities for concealment To deprive them of 
this advantage^ which they are very dexterous in taking. 
Coffee ordered his men to dismount and charge them. 
This order was promptly obeyed, and some loss sustained 
in its execution; the general himself was. wounded, and 
his. aid. Major Donelson killed;— three of his men also 
fell. The enemy, driven back by the charge, took refuge 
on-the miargin of a creek, covered with reeds, where they 
lay concealed. ' 

The say ages having intended the attack on the right as 
a feint, n#w, with their main force, which had been con- 
cealed, made a violent onset on our left line, which they 
hoped to find weal^ened, and in disorder. General Jack- 
son, however, who had apprehended their design, was pre- 
' pared to meet it: this line had been ordered to remain 
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firm in its position; and when the first gnn was heacd m 
that quarter, he rcpaireJi thither in penson, and slreni^htr 
ened it by additional forces. The first advance of.|he 
enemy, though sudden and violent, was sustained with 
firmness, and opposed with great gallantry. The hatUo 
waa now maintained on the part of the assailants, hy quidir 
and irregular firing, fi*om behind logs, trees, shrubbery, 
and whatever could afford concealment: behind , thesCf . 
prostrating themselves after firing, and, reloading, they 
would rise and again discharge their guns. . After- suv 
taining their fire in this way for some time, a charge, ta 
dislodge them from their position, was ordered : .said the 
whole line under .Colonel Carroll, by a mo^t brilliaot and 
steady movement, broke upon, and threw them into.c<»f .. 
fusion, and they fled precipitately away. The pursuit < 
commenced, and they were overtaken and destroyed in 
considerable numbers : their loss was great, but never c^?^ 
tainly ascertained. 

In the mean time, General Coffee had been endeslvouringi 
as far as prudence would permit, to drive the savage oa< 
the right from the fastnesses into which they had retired; 
but finding that, this could not be done, without much ha? 
zard, and considerable loss, he beg^n to retire towards 
the place where he had first dismounted. This expedient, 
designed for stratagem, . produced the desired effect.. 
The enemy, inspirited by the movement, presuming it a 
retreat, and to have been adopted in consequence . of the 
severe firing they had heard on the left wing, now forsook ' 
their hiding places, ^and rapidly advanced upqn hinw 
That officer immediately avail^ himself of the opportunity 
thus afforded, of contending with them again on eqnal 
terms; and a severe, conflict commenced, and continued . 
about an hour, in which the loss on both sides was. nearly 
equal. At this critical juncture, when, severalof the der 
tachment had been killed, many wounded, and the whole 
greatly exhausted with fatigue; a reinforcement desp^.tched 
by. General Jackson, making its appearance on .the enemy's , 
left flank, put an end to the contest General Coffee, aU 
though .severely wounded, still continued the 4ight, and 
availing himself of the arrival of this additional stisengtb,- 
instantly ordered a charge; when the enemy, foreseemg 
their dooin^ fled in consternation, and were pursued with ' 
dreadful slaughter. It is believed that at this place noiifi/ 
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escaped. Thus drew to a close, a day of almost continual 
figh&ig.* 

Having buried the dead, and dressed the wounded, pre- 
parations were made to guard against an attack at night, 
sfioufd one be attempted, by ordering a breast-work of 
timber around the encampment; a measure the more ne- 
cessary, as the spirits of our troops, most of whom had 
nevet* before bfeeti in collision with an enemy, were ob- 
served visibly to flag, towards** the evening* Indeed, du- 
ring the night, it was with the utmost difficulty the senti- 
nels could be retained at their posts, who, expecting eve^y 
minute the appearance of the enemy, would, at the least 
noise, fire, and run in. The enemy, however, whose spies 
Were around oar encampment all night, did not think pro- 
per to attack us in this position, and the morning broke 
without disturbance. The next day, General Jackson, 
having effected, as he believed, so far as he could, the 
main objects of the expedition, a diversion in favour of 
Gieneral Floyd, who. was, at this jlincture, supposed to be 
carf yiiig on his operations lower down on the Tallapoosa, 
and the relief of Fort Armstit)ng, began to think of return- 
ing to the Ten Islands. Many reasons concurred to ren- 
der such a measure proper, and indeed indispensable. He 
had -not set otit prepared to make any permanent establish- 
ment in advance oi this present post; his provisions were 
growing extremely scarce, and the country itself afforded 
no means' of subsistence, either for his men or their horses. 
His wounded, many of whom were exceedingly dangerous, 
required to be speedily taken care of; whilst the present 
temper of his soldiery precluded all hope that he shouid.be 
able to effect any thing of material consequence, beyond 
what had been already accomplished. Besides, if the ob- 
ject were still further to cripple the enemy, this, by com- 
mencing a return, which, having the appearance of re- 
treat, would probably iHduce a pursuit, might be more 
certainly attained, than by attackmg them in their strong 
holds; in which event, too, the diversion contemplated 

* The Indians had designed to^bring 6n the attack from three dif- 
ferent points at the same time; but a party of the Cheal^rana, one of 
the tribes which compose the Creek confederacy, who'had been or- 
dered to asasul the right extremity of our front Ime, instead of doing 
so, thought it more prudent to proceed to their villages, happy to have 
passed, undiscovered, the pomt they had been ordered to attack. 
Bat fortius, the contest nught have terminated less advantageously. 
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would l>e the more complete, by drawins: them in n 4libt*- 
ent direction. Determined by these considerations, Jack- 
son ordered litters to be formed for the transpon^^on «f 
the sick and wounded, and other necessary pr^Mradons to 
be made for a return march* Everything being ready, 
it was commenced at ten t)^clock the next morning,- asd 
continued, without interruption until nearly the ck^n/e;^ 
the evening, when the army was encamped a quarter of -a 
mile on the south side of Enotichopco creek^^in a direcdoa 
to the ford, at which it had been passed in proceeding out 

As it was pretty evident that the enemy had been in 
pursuit during the day, a breast-work was thrown up, witb 
the utmost expedition, aild every arrangement made tor^ 
pel their attempts, should they meditate an attatk, during 
'the course of the night, or on the succeeding memiii^ 
The night, however, was permitted to pass away withontdis^ 
turbance, and without any appearance of an enemy.. Fromm 
knowledge that they had been hanging on his rear duringtbe 
march ofthe preceding day, and having suffered the night to 
wearthrough without attempting any assault upon his camp, 
the General was led to conjecture that an ambuscade had 
been prepared, and that an attack would be made on him 
whilst crossihg the creek in^his front; Which, being deep, 
and the banks rugged, and thickly covered with reeds, a- 
forded many advantages for such a design. Near the 
crossing place, was a deep ravine, formed by the projec- 
tion of two hills, overgrown with thick shrubbery and 
brown sedge, which afforded every convenience for con- 
cealment, whilst it entirely prevented pursuit. . Along this 
route, the army, in going out, had passed; through it, as 
might have been expected, it would again return; and at 
this defile, it was believed, an ambuscade would be formed, 
if any where intended. Acting under these impressions, 
. and with a view to guard ag^ainst them, Jackson determin- 
ed to take a different route. He secretly despatched, early 
next morning, a few pioneers, to ascertain and designate 
another crossing place below. A suitable one was pre- 
sently discovered, at about six hundred yards distance 
from jhe old one; and thither the General »ow led his 
army; having previously to commencing the march, form- 
ed his columns, and the front and rear guards, that he 
might be in an attitude for defence. 

A IJeautiful slope of open woodland 4ed down to the 
newly discovered ford, where, except immediately on the* 
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^nljftlllt&jQf tke creek,. which was covered with a few reeda,' 
•llkeie waa nothing to obstruct the view. The front g^arda, 
^nd.part of the column6,;had passed;— the wounded were 
.9hony»tf and the artillery just entering the creek, when 
^aUcalarm gun.was heard in th&rean The Indians, uneX' 
'jK^tediy finding the route: changed, quitted the defile where 
they. had expected to. commence th^ assault, and advanced 
.upon a company, under the command of Captain Russell, 
i«(hich marched in the rear* Though assailed by greatly 
superior numbers, it returned the fire, and gradually re* 
tired, ^until it reached the rear guard^who, according to 
express instruction^ given, were, in the event of an attack, 
to £ace abQut, and act as the advance, whilst the right and 
;)eft columns should be turned^on their pivots, so as com- 
pletely to loop the enemy, and render hi& destruction sure. 
The right column of the rear guard was commanded by 
Colonel ^Perkins, the left by Lieutenant-X^olonel Stump, ' 
i^d the centre column by Colonel Carroll. Jackson was just 
passing' the stream, when. the firing and yelling commenc* 
ed^ Haying instructed his aid^e-camp to form a line for 
iht jnrotection of the wounded, who were but a short dis-' 
tance in advance, and afterwards to turn the left column, 
he himself proceeded to the right, £or a similar purpose* 
What was his astonishment, when, resting in the hope of 
victory, he beheld the right and left columnaof .the resg: 
guards after a feeble resistance, precipitately give way, 
bringing with them collusion and disiAay^ and entirely ob- 
structing the passage, over which the principal strength 
of the army was to be re-crossed! This shameful flight 
was well nigh being attended with the most fatal conse- 
quences; which were alone averted by the determined 
^^rwrery of a few. Nearly the whole of the centre column 
had fc^owed the example of the other two, and precipi- 
tated themselves into the creek; an inconsiderable number 
remained to oppose the violence of the fir^t assault. The 
artillery company, commanded by Lieutenant Armstrong, 
and composed of yofuig men pf the first families, who had 
volunteered theb* serviced at the commencement of the 
campaign, formed with their muskets before the- piece of 
ordnance they had, and hastily dragged it from the creek 
to an eminence^ from which they could use it to advantage. 
Here an obstinate conflict ensued; the enemy endeavour- 
ing tor charge and capture- it, whilst this company formed 
•wkh. their muskets, and resolutely defended it. These 
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young men, the few who remained with Colonel OuroU^ 
and the gallant Captain Quarks, who fell at their head,^ 
with Russell's spies, not exceeding in the whole one hun- 
dred, maintained with the utmost firmness, a contest, for 
many minutes, against a force five times greater than their 
own, and checked the advance of a foe already greatly in- 
spirited from the consternation which Ms first shock had 
produced. Every man who there fought, manifested a de- 
termination to prefer death to flight The brave Lieute- 
nant Armstrong fell at the side of his piece, by a wound in 
the groin, and exclaimed, as he lay, " Some of you must 
perish; but don't lose the gun." By his side, fell, mor- 
tally wounded, his associate and friend, Bird Evans, and 
the gallant Captain Hamilton; who, having been abandoned . 
bjr his men, at Fort Strother, with his two brothers and 
his aged father, had attached himself to the artillery com- 
pany, as a private, and, in that capacity, showed how de- 
servedly he merited to command, by the fidelitv with 
which he obeyed. Perilous as the hour was, this httle he- 
roic band evinced themselves cool and collected, as they 
were brave in battle. In the hurry and confusion of the* 
moment, the rammer and pricker of the cannon could not 
be disengaged from the carriage; in this situation and at 
such a time, the invention of most young soldiers might 
have failed ; but nothing fearing, Craven Jackson and 
Constantine Perkins, drove home the cartridges with a 
musket, and with the ramrod prepared them for the 
match. In the mean time, while the conflict was thus 
unequally sustained, General Jackson and his staff had 
been enabled, by great exertions, to restore something like 
order, from confusion. The columns were again formed, 
and put in motion; and small detachments sent across the 
creek, to support the little band that there msdntained 
their ground. The enemy perceiving a strong force ad- 
vancing, and being warmly assailed on their left flank, by 
Captain Gordon, at the head of his company of spies, who 
had advanced from the front, and re-crossed the creek, in 
turn were stricken with alarm, and fled away, leaving be- 
hind their blankets, and whatever was likely to retard 
their flight. Detachments were ordered on the pursuit, 
who, in a chase of two miles, destroyed many and wholly 
dispersed them. 

In despite of the active exertions made by General Jack- 
son, to restore order, they were, for some time, unavailing. 
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and ttit coiifoftion continued. In addition t<> the assistEmce 
reedved from his staff, who were every where encouraging^ 
and seeking to arrest the disordered flight of the columns, 
he derived much fromi the aid of General Coffee. That 
officer, in consequence of the severe wound lately received 
at Emuckfaw, had^ the day before, been carried on a litter. 
FixMn the apprehensions indulged, that an attack would 
probably be made iuppn them that n!ioming, he had pro- 
ceeded from the encampment on horseback, and aided, 
during the action, with his usual calm and deliberate 
firmness. Indeed, all the officers of his brigade, who, 
having been abandoned by their men, had formed them- 
selves into a corps, and followed the army without a com- 
niand^ rendered manifest, now, the value of experience. 
This Was not a moment for rules of fancied etiquette. The 
very men, who, a little time before, would have disdained 
advice, and spumed an order from any but their own 
commanders, did not scruple amidst the peril that sur- 
rounded them, to be regulated by those who seemed to be 
so much better qualified for Extricating them from their 
present danger. The hospital surgeon. Dr. Shelby, ap- 
peared in the fight, and rendered important services. The 
adjutant-general, Sitler, hastened across the creek in the 
early part of the action, to the artillery company, for which 
he felt all the e^rit de corps^ having been once attached to 
it; and there remained, supporting them in their duties, 
and participating in their dangers. Captain Gordon; Xoo, 
contributed greatly to dispel the peril of the moment, by 
his active sally on the left fiank of the savages. Of the 
General himself, it is scarcely necessary to remark, that 
but for him every thing must have gone to ruin. On him 
all hopes w;ere rested. In that moment of confusion, he 
was the rallying point even for the spirits of the brave. ' 
Firm and energetic, and at the same time perfectly self- 
possessed, his example and his authority alike contributed 
to arrest the'flying and give confidence to those who raain- 
tailied their ground. Cowards forgot their panic, and 
* fronted danger, when they heard his voice and beheld his 
manner; and the brave would have formed round his body 
a rampart with their own. In the midst of showers of 
balls, of which he seemfed unmindful, he was seen per- 
forming the duties-of the subordinate officers, rallying the 
alarmed, halting them in their flight, forming his columns, 
and inspiriting theni by his example. An army ssuddenly 
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dismayed, and thrown into confusion^ was thus happily 
rescued from a destruction which lately appeared inevita- 
ble. Our total loss, in the several engagements, on the 
22d and to-day, was only twenty killed^ and seventy-five 
wounded, some of whom, however, afterwards died. That 
of the enemy cannot be accurately stated. The bodies of 
one hundred and eighty-nine of their warriors were found; 
this, however, may be considered as greatly below the real 
number; nor can their wounded be even conjectured. As 
had been generally the case, the greatest slaughter was in 
the pursuit. Scattered through the heights and hollows, 
many of the wounded escaped, aiid many of the killed were 
not ascertained. It is certain however, "as was afterwards 
disclosed by prisoners, that considerably more than two 
hundred of those, who on this occasion ^ent out to battle, 
never returned; but those who did return, unwilling it 
should be known their comrades were killed, and feeling it 
might dispirit the nation, endeavoured to have it believed, 
and so represented it, that they had proceeded on some 
distant expedition, and would-be for some tim'e absent 

After this battle, in which had been anticipated certaia 
success, the enemy, tired of conflicts so disastrous, no 
more thought of harassing our march. Having continued 
it, without interruption, over high, broken, and, for the 
most part, barren land, we encamped, on the night of the 
26th, within three n^iles of Fort Sti^other. Thus termi- 
nated an expedition replete with peril, but attended with 
effects highly beneficial. Fort Armstrong was relieved; 
General Floyd enabled to gain a victory at Autossee, where, 
but for this movement, which had diverted much of the 
enemy's strength, he would most probably have met defeat; 
a considerable portion of the enemy's best forces had been 
destroyed; and an end put to the hopes they had founded 
on our previous delays. Discontent had been kept from 
our ranks; the troops had been beneficially employed j and 
inactivity, the bane of every army, had been avoided. But 
perhaps the greatest good that resulted from the expedi- 
tion, was the effect produced on th^ minds of the people 
at home, from whom was to be collected a force suffi- 
cient to terminate the war. Experience has often proved 
the facility with which numbers are brought to a victorious 
standard ; whilst the ranks of tt defeated army are ever with 
difficulty filled. Any result, therefore, that was calculated 
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to bring an efiicient force into the field, was highly im- 
portant and beneficial. 



CHAPTER V. 

The volunteers are discharged^ — ^New troops arrive.— Want of sup- 
plies. — Mutiny wi&the East Tennessee brigade. — General Jackson 
inarches against the Indians. — ^Battle of Tohopeak^. — Returns to 
Fort Williams. — Expedition to HoitUewalee; its Culure, and the 
causes. — Forms a junction with the Georgia troops, and proceeds 
to the Hickory ground. — ^Indians sue for peace. — Weatherford sur- 
renders himself.--* Arrival of General Pinckney at head-quarters.-~ 
Tennessee troops are ordered to be marched home, and discharge 
from service. 

- \ ■ * 

Tb£ troops having reached, in safety, the post whence 
they had set out, and their term of service being within a 
short time of expiring, the General determined to dis- 
charge them. The information from Tennessee was, 
that there would soon be in the field a considerable force, 
and enlisted for a period sufficient to effect a termination 
of the Indian war. He was desirous of having every 
thing in readiness by the time of their arrival, that they 
might be carried without delay into active service. De- 
taining his late volunteers, therefore, a short time, to com- 
plete boats for the transportation of his camp equipage 
and provisions down the CooSa, he directed them to be 
marched home, and there to be honourably dismissed. 
The further service of his artillery company was also dis- 
pensed with. Although he would gladly have retained 
them, yet he was too well convinced of the many sacrifices 
these foung men had made; of the bravery they had dis- 
played, and the patience with which they had submitted to 
those moments of scarcity that had raised up discontents 
and mutiny in his camp, not to feel a desire to gratify 
their wishes, and permit them, honourably, to retire from 
a service, which they had already so materially benefited. 

A letter from Jackson to Governor Blount, heretofore 
noticed, added to his own sense of the importance of the 
crisis, had induced him to issue an order on the 3d, di- 
recting twenty-five hundred of the militia of the second 
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division, to be detached, organized, and equipped, in con*- 
formity to an act of Congress of the 6th of April, ISia^. 
These were to perform a tour of three months, to be com* 
pute4 from the time of rendezvous, which was appointed 
to be on the 28th instant. He had also required General 
' Cocke to bring into the field, under the requisition of the 
secretary of war, the quota he had been instructed tp 
raise at the opening of the campaign. Although many 
difficulties had been feigned in the execution of the order, 
he was enabled to muster into service, from his diyision, 
about two thousand men. These, however, as well la 
those called out from West Tennessee, were but indi£fef: 
rently armed. 

The thirty-ninth regiment of regular troops,, had also! 
received orders to proceed to Jackson's head-quarters, and 
act under his command in the prosecution of the war. It 
arrived on the 5th or .6th of the month, about six hundred; 
strong. Most of tht men were badly armed; this £vil,' 
however, was shortly afterwards remedied. , . 

The quarter-masters and ccmtractors were already ac^ 
tively engaged,. endeavouring t0 procure provisions, ani(> 
the necessary transportation for the army. The failures,r 
in regard to former enterprises, are to be ascribed to these' 
two departments; to the constant endeavour of the con*. 
tractors to procure provisions at a reduced price, in order 
to enhance their profits, and to fears entertained, lest, if, 
they should lay in any large supply it might spoil or waste 
on their hands. Evils of. this kind, growing out of the', 
very nature of the establishment^ ought, long since, to 
have convinced the government of the propriety of resorts 
ing to some other and better mod^ for supplying its armies 
in times of war. The inconveniences in the quarter-mas- 
ter's department, were, indeed, less chargeable to the •in- 
cumbents than to causes which they could not control^ 
for, to the extreme ruggedness of the way over %rhich 
wagons had to pass, was to be added th^ real difficulty of 
obtaining a sufficient number on the frontiers. That evils 
so severely felt, might, for the future, be avoided, every 
facility was afforded these two departments, that the re-. 
quisition now made upon them might be pro^nptly com- 
plied with. , • 

To give, however, sufficient time, and to prevent any 
unnecessary press, the troops advancing from East and 
West Tennessee, were directed to be halted in the rear df 
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the depots, until ample stores, in advance, to justify imme- 
diate operations, should be provided, and the requisite 
transportations procured. 

About the middle of the month, (March) in expectation 
from the numerous and strong assurances he. had receiv- 
ed, that all things were in a state of readiness, Jackson or- 
dered the troops to advance, and form a union at head- 
quarters, then at Fort Strothcr. Greatly to his surprise 
and mortification, he soon after learned that the contrac- 
tor from East Tennessee had again failed to comply with 
his engagement, notwithstanding the ample means he pos- 
sessed, and the full time that had been allowed him for that 
purpose. The troops, however, agreeably to the order receiv: 
ed, proceeded on their march. Those from the second di- 
vision, under Brigadier-General Johnson, arrived on the 
14th; which, added to the force under General Doherty, 
from East Tennessee, constituted about five thousand ef- 
fectives. Composed, as this army was, of troops entirely 
raw, it. was not to be expected that any thing short of the 
greatest firmness in its. officers could restrain that course 
of Conduct and disorder which had hitherto so unhappily 
prevailed. 

The execution of a private (John Woods,) sentenced by 
a court martial, on ?. charge of mutiny, produced at this 
time some excitement, and a salutary effect On a similar 
charge he had before been found guilty, and pardoned. 
That mutinous spirit, so prejudicial to an army, and which 
frequently had broken into the camp, was necessary to be 
checked. This second offence, in the same individual^ 
afforded a fit occasion for example; and to evince, that al- 
though militia when at their fire sides at home, might 
boast exemption from control, yet in the field those high 
notions were to be abandoned and subordination preserv- 
ed. Painful as it was to the feelings of General Jackson, 
he viewed it as a sacrifice essential to the preservation of 
good order, and left the sentence of the court to be inflict- 
ed without interposmg his pardoning power. 

Nothing was wanting now to put the troops in motion, 
and actively to prosecute the war, but the want of ne- 
cessary supplies. Remonstrance, entreaty, and threats, 
had long since been used and exhausted. Every mean 
had been resorted to, to impress on the minds of the coif 
tractors, the necessity of urging forward * in faithful dis- 
charge of their duty; but the same indifference and 
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neglect were still persisted in. To ward off the efie^itsi^. 
such great evils-— evils which he foresaw must again even* 
tuate in discontent and revolt, Jackson resolved to pursue 
a different course, and no longeis depend on persons who 
had so frequently* disappointed him, and whose only ob- 
ject was the acquiremoit of wealth. He accordin^y des- , 
patched messengers to the nearest settlements, ,with direc- 
tions to purchase provisions, at whatever price th^y could 
be procured. This course, to those incumbents, afforded 
an argument infinitely stronger than any to which he hacl 
before resorted. Unexpectedly assailed in a way they bad 
not previously thought of, by being held and made* liable 
for the amount of purchases, which by their neglect was 
rendered necessary, they exerted themselves in discharge of 
a duty they had hitherto so shamefully neglected. Every 
expedient had been practised to urge them to a compllasce 
of the obligations they were under to. their govemm^t;. 
until the present, none had proved effectual. In one of hia 
letters, about this time, the General remarkis: ^I have no, 
doubt but a combination has been formed to defeat the. 
objects of the campaign; but the contractor ouf^t to havei 
recollected that he had disappointed and starved my army 
once; and now, in return, it shall be amply {H*ovided foyr 
at his expense. At this point he was to have deUvei*ed^ 
the rations— and whatever they may cost, at this place, he 
will be required to pay: any price that will ensure their^ 
delivery, I have directed to be given." The supplying an 
^rmy by contractors, he had often objected to as highly ex- 
ceptionable and dangerousi. His monitor, on this subject, 
was his own experience. Disappointment, mutiny, and 
abandonment by his troops, when in the full career of suc- 
cess, and an unnecessarily protracted campaign, were 
among the evils already experienced, and which he desir- 
ed, if possible, might be in future avoided. The difiiculties 
— the perplexities he had met; and the constant dissatis-. 
faction which had rendered his troops inefficient, were-- 
whoUy to be attributed to those, who, in disregard of the 
public good, had looked alone tb their own immediate be- 
nefit It was high time that the feelings and interest of 
such men should be disregarded, and a sense of duty en- 
forced, by that sort of appeal which sordid minds best can 
understand— ^an appeal to profit and the purse. 

Under these and other circumstances, which seemed to 
involve the most serious consequences, the General had 
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but Ikde time for repose or quietness* Every thing was 
moving in opposition to his wishes. The East Tennessee 
brigade, nnder the command of Doherty, having been in- 
structed to halt, until adequate supplies should be received 
at-head«<|uarters, had already manifested many symptoms 
of revolt, and with difficulty was restrained from abandon- 
ing the field, and returning immediately home. Added to 
their own discontents, and unwillingness to remain in ser« 
vice, Thuch pains had been taken by a personage high in 
authority, to scatter dissention, and to persuade them that 
they had been improperly called out, and without sufficient 
authority ;»— that the draft was illegal, and that they were 
under no necessity to remain. Arguments like these, 
when urged- by a man of standing and in -office, were 
.wS! calculated to answer the end desired; what the go- 
verning *aotive was, that gave rise to a course of conduct 
sO-fnuch^at war with the public interest, and the duty of 
a'soldter, is difficult to be imagined; none was ever avowed, 
and certainly none can be offered that will account for it 
satfofactorily. On the morning that General Doherty was 
a%out to proceed to head-ouarters, he was astonished to 
hear the drums beating,' for volunteers, to abandon his 
cinhp and return home. . Notwithstanding all effi>rts to 
prevent this injurious meastrre, one hutidred and eighty 
deserted. He was surprised, on receiving information in 
which he confided, that instructions by General Cocke, 
had been given, that in the event any number of the troops 
would march back, he would takb upon himself to dis- 
charge them from all respohsibility on their return to 
RAoxville. 

General' Jackson, having at length, by constant ahd un- 
remitted exertions, obtained such supplfes as he believed, 
would be necessary to enable him to proceed, determined 
' to set out and pursue his course still further into, the ene- 
my's country. A fear of the . consequences to an army 
from inaction; a wish that time might not be loitered 
away uselessly; and a consciousness Siat a sufficiency of 
provisions was on the way, and could be forwarded to 
him from the post maintained in his rear, prompted him 
to do so. On the 14th he commenced his march, and 
crossing the river, arrived on the 2 1st at the tnouth of 
Cedar creek, which had been previously selected for the 
establishment of a fort At this place it became necessary 
to delay a day or two, with a view to detail a sufficient 
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force for the protection and safety of the post, and to await 
the coming of the provision boats which were descend- 
ing the Coosa, and which, as yet, had not arrived. 

On the 22d of January, the day of the battle of Emuck* 
faw. General Coffee, as has been already stated, had been 
detached to destroy the Indian encampment on the Talla- 
poosa; having reconnoitred their position, and believing 
them too strongly posted to be advantageously assailed by 
the force which he then commanded, he had retired with- 
out making the attempt. The position they had chosen 
was at a bend of the Tallapoosa, called by the Indians To- 
hope^ka, which interpreted into our language, means 
Horse Shoe, not far from New Youcka, and near the Oak- 
fusky villages. Fortified as it was by nature, and the skill 
and, exertions of the savages, no other conjecture was en- 
tertained, than at this place was intended a defence of the 
most desperate and determined kind. Learning that the 
Indians were still embodied there, Jackson resolved, so 
soon as the necessary arrangements could be made to 
keep open a communication, and preserve in safety his 
rear, to make a descent on it, and destroy the confede^ 
racy; thence, returning to Fort Williams for provisions, 
to urge forward to the Hickory, ground, where he hoped 
he would be able finally to terminate the war. 

On the 24th March,- leaving a sufficient force under 
Brigadier-General Johnston for the protection of the post, 
with eight days' provisions he Jeft Fort Williams and set 
out for the Tallapoosa, by the way of Emuckfaw. His 
whole force amounted to less than three thousand effective 
men; being considerably reduced by the necessity of leav- 
ing behind him detachments for garrisons at the different 
forts. At ten o'clock on the morning of the 27th, after a 
march of fifty-two miles, he reached the village Toho- 
peaka. The enemy, having gained intelligence of his ap- 
proach, had collected in considerable numbers, with a view 
to give him battle. The warriors from, the adjacent towns, 
Oakfusky, Hillabee, Eufalee, and New Youcka, amount-, 
ing to a thousand or twelve hundred, were here collected 
ready, and waiting his approach. They could have se- 
lected no place better calculated for defence; for, inde- 
pendent of the advantages bestowed on it by nature, their 
own exertions had greatly contributed to its strength. 
Surrounded almost entirely by the river, it was accessible 
only by a narrow neck of land, of three hundred and fifty 
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yurds width) n^hich they had taken much pains to secure 
and defend, by placing large timbers and trunks of trees 
horizontally on each other, leaving but a single place of 
entrance. From a double, row of port holes formed in it, 
they were enabled to give complete direction to their fire, 
whilst they lay in perlect security behind. • 

General Coffee, at the head of the mounted infantry and 
friendly Indians, had been.despatched early in the morning 
from camp, with orders to gain the southern bank of the 
river, encircle the bend, and make some feint, or manoeu- 
vring, by which to divert the enemy from the point where 
the attack was intended principally to be waged. He was 
particularly instructed so to arrange and dispose the force 
under his command^' that the savages might not escape by 
passing to the opposite side in their canoes, with which, it 
w«3 represented, the whole shore was lined. Jackson, with 
the rest of the army, ]»*oceeded to take a position in front 
of the bretat-wock. Having planted .his cannon on mi 
eminence, about two hundred yards from the front of the 
eaeiny's line, with a view to break down his defence, a 
l»isk fire commenced. The musketry and rifles, which 
'o(BBttpied a nearer position, were used ^s the Indians occa- 
shiB^ly showed themselves from behind their works. The 
artillery was well served by Major Bradford^ and the fire 
ke|>t-up for some n^nutes without making any impression; 
time, howev^, was gained for. complete readiness. The 
signals having now announced that General Coffee had 
reached in safety his point of destination, on the opposite 
side of the river^ had formed his line, and was ready to act, 
the order was given to charge^ " Never were troops more 
eager to be-l^d on than were both regulars and militia. 
They had been waiting with impatience for the order, and 
lunled it with acclamations. The spirit that animated 
them wa« a sure augury of the success that was to follow. " 
Between them there was no difference; both advanced with 
the intrepidity and firmness of veteran soldiers. The thirty- 
nkith regiment^ led on by their commander^ Colonel Wil- 
liams, and the brave but ill-fated Major Montgomery, and 
the militia under ^e command of Colonel Bunch, moved 
forward amidst a destructive fire that continually poui*ed up- 
on them, and were presently at the rampart Here an obsti- 
nate and destructive conflict ensued, each ccmtending for 
the port holes, on different sides. Msmy of the enemy's 
were welded between the muskets and bayonets of 
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our soldieini. At this moment, Major Montgomery, leap- 
ing on the wall, called to his men to mount and foUow 
him; he had scarcely spoken when,' shot through the head, 
he fell lifeless to the ground. Our troops eagerly followed 
the example he had set and scaled their ramparts. Find- 
ing«it no longer tenable, the savages abandoned their 
position, and retiring from their works concealed them- 
selves amidst the brush and timber that lay thickly scat- 
tered over the peninsula; whenee they continued resistance, 
and kept up a galling and constant fire, until they were 
again charged, and forced back. Driven to despair, not 
knowing whither to flee, and I'esolving not to surrender, 
they saw no other alternative, than an efFoi?t to dFect their 
escape, by passing in their canoes to the opposite bank of 
the river; irom this they were, however, prevented, by 
perceiving that a part of the anny already lined the oppo- 
site shore. Under these circumstances, the reHiauiing 
warriors, who yet survived the severity of the conflict, 
betaking themselves to flight, leaped down the banks, afid' 
concealed themselves along the cliffs and steeps, which 
were covered by the trees that had been felled from theh 
margin. Many had betaken themselves to the west angle 
of their line of defence, where, under cover and protection 
of heaps of brush, a spirited fire was kept up upon those: 
of our troops who had gsdned their line, and those who 
were advancing on the outer side. From these secreted 
places they would fire and disappear. General Jackson, 
perceiving that further i^sistance n^ust involve themi in 
utter destruction; and entertaining a desire that they 
should yield a contest which now evidently was a hopeless 
one, ordered the interpreter to advance with a flag, undo* 
cover of some trees which stood in front, until he should 
reach a position sufficiently near to be heard. He did so, 
and having arrived within forty yards of the spot where 
the Indians were concealed, in an audible voice, andm 
their own language, . addressed them; told them of the 
folly of further resistance, and that he was commanded by 
GeneralJackson to say, that if disposed to surrender, they 
should be received and treated as prisoners. They waited 
patiently until he had finished, and heard what he had to 
say; — a pause ensued! and at the moment when he was 
expecting to receive an answer, and to learn that a suiTen- 
der would at otice be made, a fire was opened upon the 
flag, and the interpreter severely wounded in the breast. 
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Finding they would not yield, nor abandon. the course of 
desperation on which they had resolutely fixed their minds, 
orders were given to dislodge them. To accomplish this 
the artillery was first turned against them; but being from 
its size incapable of producing any effect, a charge was 
made, in which several valuable lives-were lost; it however 
succeeded, and the enemy were dislodged from their 
covert place on. the right angle of their line of defence. 
Lighted torches were now ^rown down the steeps, which, 
comimiunicating with the brush and trees, and setting them 
on fire, drove Qieva from their hiding places and brought 
them to view. Still did they refuse to surrender, and still 
maintained ' the conflict. Thus the carnage continued 
until night separated the combatants, when the few mis- 
guided savages who hac} avoided the havoc and slaughter 
of the day, were enabled, through the darkness of the 
night, to make their escape. 

Whilst the attack was thus ^aged in front of the line, 
the friendly Indians in general Coffee's detachment, under 
the command of colonel Morgan, with captain Russell's 
company of spies, were effecting much; and no doubt, to 
the course pursued by them, on the opposite side, was 
greatly' c^ing the facility with which the breast- work 
was scaled, and its possession obtained. The village stood 
on the margin of the river, and on that part of the penin- 
sula most remote from the fortification. At the line were 
all their warriors collected. Several of the Cherokees and 
Russell's spies having swam across, unobserved, and pro- 
cured their canoes, a considerable number passed over, 
entered the town, and fired it No sooner was this dis- 
covered, than their attention and opposition was neces- 
sarily divided, and drawn to the protection of a point which 
they had hitherto believed secure, and where they had not 
apprehended an attack. Thus assailed &om an unexpected 
quarter — a force in their rear, and another still stronger, 
advancing on their front, the invading army was afforded 
a less hazardous opportunity of succeeding in the assault 
and securing the victory, . ^ 

This battle gave a death blow to their hopes; nor did 
they venture, afterwards, to make a stand. From their 
fastnesses in the woods they had tried' their strength, 
agreeably .to their accustomed mode of warfare; in ambus- 
cade, had brought on the attack; and, in all, failure and 
disaster had been met. None of the advantages incident 
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<m surprise, and for which the red men of our forests have 
been always so characterized, had they been able to obtain. 
The continual defeats they had received, were, doubtless, 
the reason of their having so strongly fortiEed this place, 
where they had determined to perish or to be victorious. 
That such a resolution had been taken, is conclusive, 
from the circumstance of their having permitted their 
women and children to remain: these they are always 
careful to remove far from danger, and their scenes of 
action. The assurance pf success which they indulged, 
arising frotti the security their position add defence pre- 
sented, had prevented their adhering to diis precautionary 
measure, which, hitherto, they had never. overlooked,. In 
this action, the best and bravest of their varriors ;were 
destroyed; and a ereater loss was sustained than had been 
met with in any of their previous contests. Few escaped 
the carnage Of the killed, many by their friends were 
thrown into the river, whilst the battle raged; — ^many,.in 
endeavouring to pass it, were sunk by the steady fire of 
Coffee's brigade; and five hundred and. fifty-seven .were 
left dead on the gro.und. Among the number of, the slain, 
were three of their prophets. Decorated in the xsmosX. fan- 
tastic manner^— the plumage of various \birds al^out their 
heads and shoulders; with savage grimaces, and horrid 
contortions of the body, they danced and howled their 
cantations to the sun. Their dependents already believed 
a communion with heaven sure, which, moved by entreaty, 
and their offered homage, would aid them in tlie conflict, 
and give a triumph to their arms. Fear had no influence; 
and when they beheld our army approaching,- and already 
scaling their line of defence, even then, far from b^ing 
dispirited, hope survived, and victory was still anticipated. 
Monohoe, one of the most considerable of their inspired 
ones, and who had cheered and kept alive the broken 
spirit of the nation by his pretended diviniitions, fell, mor- 
tally wounded, by a cannon shot in the mouth, while ear- 
nestly engaged in his incantations,, and in urging and 
encouraging his troops resolutely to contetid. 

Three hundred prisoners were ti^ken, most of whom 
were women and children. That So few warriors should 
have soUght and obtained safety, by appealing to the 
clemency of the victors, to persons acquainted, with the 
mode of Indian warfare will not appear a matter of sur- 
prise. It seldom happens that they extend or solicit quar- 
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ter: faitiiless themselves, they place no reliance on the faith 
of others; and, when overcome in battle, seek no other 
protection than dexterity and haste in retreat aiTord. In 
this contest they maintained resistance, fighting and firiner 
from their covert places, long after the hope either of 
success or escape was, or should have been at an end, and 
after the proposal had been submitted to spare the further 
useless waste of blood; A few, who had lain quiet, and 
concealed under the clilfs, survived the severity of the 
conflict, and effected their retreat under cover of the night. 

Our loss, although considerable, was small, when com- 
pared with that of the enemy; the whole estimate was but 
fifty-five killed, and one hundred and forty-six wounded. 
Of the former was major Montgomery, a brave and enter- 
prising young officer, of the thirty-ninth regiment, and 
lieutenants Moulton and Somerville, who fell early in the 
action. 

' The object of the present visit being answered, the gene- 
ral, in pursuance of the plan with which he had set out, 
concluded to return to Fort Williams. Having sunk his 
dead in the river, to prevent their being scalped by the 
savages, and made the necessary arrangements for carry- 
injg; off his wounded, he commenced his return march for 
the fort, and in a few days reached it in safety.* 

His first object, on his arrival, was to excite, in the 
breasts of his .soldiers, a sense of pride commensurate 
with the achievements they had performed, and the valour 
they had displayed. He was impelled to it from a con- 
sciousness that feeling) once subsided, could with difficulty 

• Sinking them in the river, in preference to burying thctn, was 
adopted, from the consideration, that those of our ti-oops who had pre- 
viously fidlen, had been raised, stripped, and scalped. Many of the 
Indians at Tohopeka were found in the clothes of those who had been 
killed and buried at Emuckfaw. This could operate no injury to the 
dead? yet w^as it important, that for the future this should be prevented. 
It was well ascertained, that the Creek nation, generally, were i^o- 
rant of the extent and number of then* defeats; and so long as thejr 
fould be induced to believe, by those who undertook to account for it 
in that way, that their missing warriors were alive, and on some dis- 
tant enterprise? or could see me scalps of the killed, which they always 
consider evidences of victory, the war would continue. It v/as thought, 
therefore, better to sink them in the river than to buiy tliem, as the 
enemy would be thereby deprived of those badges of national and 
individual distinction, the effect of which would be to shwten tlie 
period of the war. 
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be again arouBed; and from a desire to ward off ^at dea* 
pondency from his ranks which had once proved so faUd 
to his hopes. With a view to these objects, the next day 
on parade, before the fort, he published to them this 
address: 

" You have entitled yourselves to the gratitude of your 
country and your general The expedition, from which 
you have just returned, has, by your good conduct, been 
rendered prosperous, beyond any example in the history 
of our warfare: it has redeemed the character of your state, 
and of that description of troops of which the greater part 
of you are. 

"You have, within a few days, opened your way to the 
Tallapoosa, and destroyed a confederacy of the enemy, 
ferocious by nature, and who had grown insolent from 
impunity. Relying on their numbers, the security of 
their situation, and the assurances of their prophets, they 
derided our approach, and already exulted m anticipation 
of the victory they expected to obtain. But they were 
ignorant of the influence and effect of govemtnent on the 
human powers, nor knew what brave men, and civilized, 
could effect. By their yells, they hoped to frighten us, 
and with their wooden fortifications to oppose us. Stupid 
mortals ! their yells but designated their situation the more 
certainly ; whilst their walls became a snare for their own 
destruction. So will it ever be, when presumption and 
ignorance contend against braviery aiid prudence. 

" The fiends of the Tallapoosa will no longer murder 
our women and children, or disturb the quiet of our bor- 
ders. Their midnight flambeaux will no more Hlumiae 
their council-house, or shine upon the victim of their 
infernal orgies. In their places, a new generation will 
arise, who will know their duty better. The weapons of 
warfare will be exchanged for the utensils of husbandry; 
and the wilderness, which now withers in sterility, and 
mourns the desolation which overspreads her, will blossom 
as the rose, and become the nursery of the arts. But 
before this happy day can arrive, other chastisements 
remain to be inflicted. It is indeed lamentable, that the 
path to peace should lead through blood, and over the 
bodies oi the slain : but it is a dispensation of Providence, 
and perhaps a wise one, to inflict partial evils^ that ulti- 
mate good may be produced. 

"Our enemies are not sufficiently humbled, — ^they do 
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mot sue ibr peace. A collection of them await our, 

approach, and remain to be dispersed. Buried in ig^no- 

rance, and seduced by the false pretences of their prophets, 

they have the weakness to believe they will still be able to 

make a decided stand against us. They must be unde- 

ceivedy and made to atone their obstinacy and their 

crimes^ by still further suffering. Those hopes which have 

so long deluded them, must be driven from their last 

refuge. ' They must be made to know, that their prophets 

are impostors, and that our strength is mighty, and will 

prevail. Then, and not dll then, may we expect to make 

ifirith them a peace that shall be permanent." 

Understanding that the enemy was embodied, in con- 
siderable numbers, at Hoithlewalee, a town situated not far 
from the Hickory ground, he was anxious to re-commence 
his operations as early as possible, that the advantages he 
had gained, and the impression he had made, might not 
be lost The forces unaer his command, from sickness, 
the loss which had been sustained in the late battle, and 
numerous discharges given, had been too much reduced )n 
strengdi, to permit him to act as efficiently as the impor- 
tance of the crisis required. It was desirable, therefore, 
to effect a junction with the southern army as speedily as 
possible, that, from an increase and concentration of his 
numbers, greater efficiency might be had. The North 
Carolina troops, under the command of general Graham, 
an experienced officer of the revolutionary war, and those 
of Georgia, under colonel Milton, were ascertained to be 
somewhere south of the Tallapoosa, and could be at no 
great distance. To unite with them was a circumstance 
greatly desired, as well with a view to push his operations 
more actively, as to be able to procure for the army those 
supplies which he feared the resources within his own 
camp might not sufficiently affi)rd; for hitherto, he had 
received irom General Pinckney strong assurances that all 
complaints on. this subject would be at an end so soon as 
his and the southern division could unite. No time was 
to be lost in effecting a purpose so essential. General 
Jackson accordingly determined to leave his sick and 
wounded, and the fort, to the care and command of briga- 
dier Johnson, and to set out again for the Tallapoosa. On 
the Tth, with all his disposable force, he commenced his 
march, with the double view of effecting a union with the 
army below, and of attacking on hb route the enemy's 
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force which were collected at Hoithlewalee. His greatest 
difficulty was in conveying to Colonel Milton intelligence 
of his intended operations. The friendly Indians, who,- 
from their knowledge of the country, had been always se- 
lected as expresses, were with difficulty to be prevailed on 
now for any such undertaking. Believing thei|* nation to 
be embodied in larger numbers than any which had been 
yet encountered, and that, confiding in their strength, they 
would be better enabled to g» forth, searching and spying^ 
through the surrounding country, they at once concluded 
that any enterprise of thi^ kind would be attended with too 
great peril and danger, and the difficulty of eluding ob- 
servation too much increased, for them to adventure. 
This circumstance had as yet prevented the arrangement 
of such measures as were best calculated to bring the dif- 
ferent divisions to act in general concert. The necessity, 
however, of such co-operation, was too important, at this 
moment, not to be effected, if it were possible. Should it 
be possible, ai the point they now occupied, to bring the 
enemy to battle, and a decisive advantage to be obtained 
over them, dispirited and broken, they might be induced 
to submit to any terms, and the conflict be ended; but if 
suffered to escape, they might again collect, give battle at . 
some fortunate and unexpected moment, and thereby pro- 
tract the war a considersible time. To prevent this was 
desirable; and in no other way could it so certainly be ef- 
fected, than that while the Tennessee troops under the 
command of Jackson advanced from the north, the Caroli- 
nians and Georgians might make such a disposition as 
would prevent any escape of the enemy, by their crossing 
the river, and passing off in the direction of Pensacola and « 
the Escambia. 

Having at length succeeded in procuring confidential 
messengers, previously to setting out on this expedition, 
Jackson addressed ColonelMilton, and advised him of his 
intended movement. To guard against any accident or 
failure that might happen, different expresses were des- 
patched, by different routes. He informed him, that with 
eight days' provisions, and a force of about two thousand 
men, he should, on the 7th, take up the line of march, and 
proceed directly for Hoithlewalee; which he expected 
certainly to reach and attack on the 1 1th. He urged the 
necessity of a proper concert being established in their 
movements; and either that he should proceed ajgainst the 
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same place, about the same time, or, by making some fa- 
vourable diversion in the neighbourhood, contribute to the 
successful accomplishment of the objects of the expedi- 
tion. 

The point of destination, owing to the torrents of rain 
which had fallen, and rais<^ the streams to considerable 
heights, he was not able to reach until the 13th. This 
delay, unavoidable, and not to be prevented, gave the In- 
dians an opportunity of fleeing from the threatened danger. 
On arriving at an usually inconsiderable stream which 
skirted the town, it was so swollen as to be rendered im- 
passable. The savages, gaining intelligence of an ap- 
proach that wa^ thus unavoidably retarded, were enabled 
to effect an escape by passing the river in their canoes, 
and g^ning the Opposite shore. Had Colonel Milton for- 
tunaitely made a different disposition of the troops under 
his command, and by guarding the southern bank of the 
river, co-operated with the Tennessee division, their escape 
would have been prevented, and the whole force, col- 
lected, either have been destroyed or made prisoners. Al- 
though Jackson, it^ his letter of the 5th, had given intelli- 
gence that he would reach the enemy on the 11th; and 
when prevented by high waters and rotten roads, had 
again notified him that he would certainly arrive and 
commence the attack by the morning of the 1.3 th, and 
urged him to guard the south bank of the Tallapoosa, still 
was the request disregarded, and the savages pjermitted to 
escape. Learning they were abandoning their position, 
and seeking safety in flight, Jackson filed to the right, 
and overtaking the rear of the fugitives, succeeded in 
making twenty-five prisoners. At this time^ nothing was 
heard of Colonel Milton; but on the same day, having 
marched about. five miles from his encampment at Fort 
Decatur, and approached within four of Hoithlewalee, he, 
the next morning, gave notice of an intention to attack the 
village that day; at this moment the inhabitants and war- 
riors had fled, and the town was occupied and partly des^ 
troyed by a detachment from Jackson's army that had suc- 
ceeded in passing the creek. 

The Georgia army being so neai* at hand, was a source 
of some satisfaction, although the escape of the enemy had 
rendered their presence of less importance than it other- 
wise would have been. The stock of provisions, with 
which the march had been commenced from Fort Wil- 

i2 
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liams, was now nearly exhausted. Assurances) however, 
having been so repeatedly given, that abundant supplies 
would be had on uniting with the southern array^ and that 
event being now so near at hand, all uneasiness upon the 
subject was at once dispelled. Colonel Milton was iminc- 
diately applied to, the situation of the army disclosed, and 
such aid as he could extend, solicited. He returned an 
answer to the General's demand, observing, he had sent 
provisions for the friendly Indians, and would, the next 
day, iend some for the remsunder of the troops; but felt 
himself under no obligation to furnish any. Jackson, fully 
satisfied of its being in his power to relieve him, and that 
this apparent unwillingness did not, and could not proceed 
from any scarcity in his camp, assumed a^ t^igher ground, 
and instead of asking assistance, now demanded it. He 
stated, that his men were destitute of supplies, and that 
he had been duly apprised of it; and concluded by order- 
ing, not requesting, him to 9end five thousand rations inn- 
mediately, for present relief; and for himself and the 
forces under his command, to join him at Hoithlewaleeby 
ten o'clock the next day. "This order," he remarkec^ 
"must be obeyed without hesitation.'*— It was obeyed. 
The next day, a junction hating been effected, the neces- 
sary steps were taken to bring down the provisions de- 
posited at Fort Decatur, and for the first time, since the 
commencement of the Creek war, incpnveniencies for the 
want of supplies, and an apprehension of suffering, were 
removed. 

Appearances seemed now tp warrant the belief, that the 
virar would not be of much longer continuance; the prin- 
cipal chiefs of the Hickory ground tribes were coming in, 
making professions of friendship, and giving assurances 
of their being no longer disposed to continue hostilities* 
The General had been met, on his late march, by a flag 
from these clans, giving information of their disposition to 
be at peace. In return, they received this answer; that 
those of the war party who were desirous of putting an 
end to the contest in which they were engaged, aiid of be- 
coming friendly, should evince their intention of doing so 
by retiring in the rear of the army, and settling themselves 
to the north of Fort Williams; that no other proof than 
this, of their pacific dispositions, would be received. 

-n'J^^^^ ^*^^^^s of these tribes had arrived, to furnish 
still further evidence of their desire for peace. They as- 
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sured, the General that their old king, Fous-hatchee, was 
amdous to be permitted to visit him in person, and was 
then on his way, with his followers, to settle above Fort 
'Williams, agreeably to the information he had received. 

Detachments were but scouring the country to the south, 
with orders to break up any collection of the enemy that 
might be heard of in convenient distance. The main body 
was prepared to advance to the junction of the two rivers, 
w;here, until now, it had been expected the Indians would 
inake a last and desperate stand.* Every thing Was in 
readiness to proceed on the march, when it was announced 
to the General, that Colonel Milton's brigade, which had 
latelv united with him, was not in a situation to move. 
Durmg the previous night some of his wagon horses 
having strayed off, persons had been sent in pursuit, and- 
were expected shortly to return with them; when, it was 
reported, he would be ready to take up the line of march* 
To Jackson, this was a reason for delaying the operations of 
an army, which he had never learned, and by which he had 
never been influenced. He had, indeed, been frequently 
made to halt, though from very different causes; from 
murmurs, discontents, and ' starvation in his camp. He 
replied to the colonel's want of preparation, by telling him, 
that in the progress of his own difficulties, he had dis- 
covered a very excellent mode of expediting wagons, even 
without horses ; and that if he would detail twenty men 
from his brigade, for every wagon deficient in horses, he 
would guarantee their safe arrival at their place of desti- 
nation. Rather than subject his men to such drudgery, he 
preferred to dismount some of his dragoons, and thus 
avoided the necessity of halting the army until his lost 
teams should arrive. 

The army continued its march without gaining intelli- 
gence of any embodied forces of the enemy; and without 
the happening of any thing of importance, reached old 
Toulossee Fort, on the Coosa river, not far from the con- 
fluence, at which another was determined to be erected, 

* The Hickory ground, or that part of the Creek nation lying in the 
forks, near where the Coosa and Tallapoosa unite, WM called by the 
Indians Hidy Ground, from a tradition prevailing among^ them, that it 
never had been pressed by the foot of a white man. Acting under the 
influenoe of their prophets^^d a reUgpous fanaticism, it was supposed 
they woold make greater exertions to defend this than any other por- 
tion of thdr county. 
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to be called Fort Jackson, after the commanding general. 
Here the rivers approach within one hundred poles of 
each other, and, again diverging, unite six miles below. 
At this place, the chiefs of the different tribes were daiijF 
arriving, and offering to submit on any terms. They att 
concurred in their statements, that those of the hostile 

Jiarty who were still opposed to asking for peace, had fled 
rom the nation, and sought refuge along the coast of Flo- 
rida, and in Pensacola. General Jackson renewed the de- 
claration, which he had previously made to them; tliat 
they could find safety in no other way^ than by repairing to 
the section of country already pointed out to them; where 
they might be quiet and free of any sort of moleistation. 

To put their friendly professions, which he distrusted, 
at once to the test,- he directed them to bring Weatherford 
to his camp, confined, that he might be dealt with as he 
deserved. He was one of the first chiefs of the nation, 
and had been a principal actor in the butchery at Fort 
Mimms. Justice well demanded retaliation against him. 
Learning from the chiefs, on their return, what had been 
required of them by Jackson, he was prevailed upon, as 
perhaps the safer course, to proceed to his camp, and 
make a voluntary surrender of himself. Having reached 
it, without being known, and obtained admission to the 
General's quarters, he fearlessly stood in ivis presence and 
told him he was Weatherford, the chief who had com- 
manded at fort Mimms, and, that desiring peace for him- 
self and for his people, had come to ask it. Somewhat 
surprised that one ^ho so richly merited punishment 
should so sternly demand the protection which had been 
extended to others, Jackson replied to him, that he was 
astonished he should venture to appear in his presence; 
that he was not ignorant of his having been at Fort 
Mimms, nor of his inhuman conduct there, for which he 
weU deserved to die. "I had directed,*' continued he, 
"that you should be brought to me confined; arid had 
you appeared in this way, I should have known how to 
have treated you. " Weatherford replied, " I am in your 
power — do with me as you please. I am a soldier. I 
have done the white people all the harm I could; I have 
fought them, and fought them bravely: if I had an army, 
I would yet fight, and contend to the last: but I have none; 
my people are all gone. I can now do' no more than 
weep over the misfortunes of my nation." Pleased at 
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the firm and high-toned manner of this child of the forest, 
Jackson informed him, that he did not solicit him to lay 
down his arms, or to become peaceable : ^ The terms on 
which your nation can be saved, and peace restored, has 
already been disclosed : in this way, and none other, can 
you obtain safety." If, however, he desired still to con- 
tinue the war, and felt himself prepared to meet the cofn<« 
sequences, although he was then completely in his power, 
no adyantag;e should be taken of that circumstance; that 
he was at perfect liberty to retire, and unite himself with 
the war party, if he pleased; but when taken, his life 
should pay the forfeit of his crimes; if this were not de- 
sired, he might remain where he was, and be protected. 

Nothing dismayed, Weatherford answered, he desired 
peace, that his nation might, in some measure, be relieved 
from their sufferings; that, independent of other misfor- 
tunes, growing out of a state of war, their cattle and grain 
were all wasted and destroyed, and their women and chil* 
dren left destitute of provisions. ^But," continued he, 
^I may be well addressed in such language now. There 
wa& a time when I had a choice, and could have answered 
you: I have none now— even hope has ended. Once I 
could animate my warriors to battle; but I cannot animate 
the dead. My warriors can no longer hear my voice: 
their bones are at Talladega, Tallushatchee, Emuckfaw, 
and Tohopeaka. I have not surrendered myself thought- 
lessly. Whilst there were chances of success, I never left 
my post, nor supplicated peace. But my people are gone, 
and I now ask it for my nation, and for myself. On the 
miseries and misfortunes brought upon my country, I look 
back with deepest sorrow, and wish to avert still greater 
calamities. It I had been left to contend with the Georgia 
army, I would have raised my com on one bank of the 
river, and fought them on the other; but your people have 
destroyed my nation. You are a brave man: I rely upon 
your generosity. You will exact no terms of a conquered 
people but siicK as they should accede to: whatever they 
ma^y be, it would now be madness and folly to oppose. If 
f they are opposed, you shall find me amongst the sternest 
enforcers of obedience. Those who would still hold out, 
can be influenced only by a mean spirit of revenge; and to 
this they must not, and shall not sacrifice the last remnant 
of their country. You have told our nation where we 
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inight go, and be safe. This is ^od talk, and tkey ougbt 
to listen to it. They shall listen to it." 

The earnestness and bold independence of his conduct 
left no doubt of the sincerity of his professions, and full 
confidence was reposed in his declarations. The peace 
party became reconciled to him, and consented to bury all 
previous animosities. In a few daya afterwards, havii^ 
obtained permission, he set out from campt accompanied 
by a small party, to search through the forest for his fol- 
lowers and friends, and persuade them to give ujp ,a con- 
test, in which hope seemed to be- at an end, that by timely 
submission, they might save their nation from fi|rther dis- 
asters. 

The present was a favourable moment for preventing 
all further opposition. The enemy, alarmed and panic 
struck, were dispersed, .and fleeing in different directions 
To keep alive apprehension, and prevent their recoveri|ig 
from the fears with which they were now agitated, was m 
the utmost importance. If time were given them to rally, 
and form further resolutions, some plan of operation might 
be concerted; and although it might not be productive <^ 
any serious or alarming consequences, yet it might have a 
tendency to protract the war, and involve those deluded 
people in still greater wretchedness. Detachments, suffix 
ciently strong, were accordingly ordered out, to range 
through the country, prevent their collecting at any point, 
and to scatter and destroy any who might be found con* 
certing offensive operations. Wherever they directed 
their course, submission, and an^ an&ious desire for peace, 
were manifested by the natives. Those who were still 
resolved upon a continiiance of the war, and trusted for 
relief to the aid which by their British allies was promis- 
ed, and which they had been for some time expecting, had 
retired out of the country towards the sea coast, not doubt- 
ing but the assistance looked for would shortly arriv^ 
enable them to re-commence hostilities with better hopes 
of success, and regain their country, which they now con- 
sidered lost Many of the chiefs and .warriors, looking to 
the defeats they had continually met with in all their bat- 
tles, viewing it as impracticable with any expectation of 
better fortune, to resist the numerous forces that were col- 
lecting, and threatening at different points, and anxious to 
have spared to them yet a portion ol their country, deter- 
mined to discard all ideas of further resistance, and to 
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^row themselves for safety on the mercy of their con- 
querors. To this end, the chief men, from the different 
tribes, were daily arriving, and asking for peace, on con- 
ditiononly, that their lives might be spared. 

Greneral Jackson was not ignorant of the faithlessness 
of these people, and how little confidence was to be repos- 
ed in the professions of an enemy, who, prompted by tear, 
could be controlled by its influence only whilst those fears 
were continued. He well knew they had been too severely 
chastised for their friendship or promises to be implicitly 
relied on, and too much injured not to feel a disposition to 
renew the conflict with the first flattering hope that dawn- 
ed. Too many difficulties had been encountered, and too 
many dangers overcome, in bringing those savages to a 
sense of duty, to leave them now with no better security 
than mere professions. Some arrangement was necessary 
Co be made, that should prove lasting, and ensure certainty. 
None seemed better calculated for these ends, than what 
liad been already announced; that those disposed to throw 
away the war club, and renew their friendly relations with 
the United States, should retire in rear of the advance of 
the army, and occupy the country about the fort he had 
established, and east of the Coosa river.* The effect of 
such an arrangement, it was calculated, would be this ; 
that by the line of posts already established, he would be 
able to cut them off from any communication with Florida; 
while, by being placed in that part of the nation inhabited 
by the iriendly Indians, whose fidelity was not doubted, 
the earliest intelligence would be had of their hostile in- 
tentions, should any be manifested. The conditions pro- 
posed were most cheerfully accepted: and the different 
tribes forthwith sat out to occupy a portion of their country, 
which alone seemed to promise protection and safety. 
Proctor, the chief of the Qwewoha war towns, to whom 
this promised security from danger had first been made, 
was reported to be ,still at home, and to have abandoned 
all intention of removing, in consequence of permission 
extended by the United States' agent to the Creeks, for 
him and his warriors to remain where they were. On re- 
ceiving this information, the General despatched a mes- 
senger, with information, that whether he or the agent 
Were to be obeyed,, was for him to decide; but that he 
should treat as enemies all who did not immediately re- 
tire to the section of country which had been pointed out 
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Tlie chief of Owewoha found no diiiiculty in deciding the 
4|uestion9 and without delay prepared to retire where he- 
had been previously ordered. 

By the establishment of Fort Jackson, a line of posts wm 
now formed from Tennessee and from Georgia to the 
Alabama river. The subdued spirit of the Indians clearly 
manifesting that they were sincere in their desire for peace, 
nothing remained to be done but to arrange and organize' 
the different garrisons in such a manner, that should any 
hostile intention be hereafter discovered, it m^ht be sup- 
pressed before it could assume any very Sireatemng- 
aspect What final steps should be taken, and what plans 
adopted, for permanent security, were, to be deferre»i for 
the arrival of Major-general Pinckney, who, being in the 
neighbourhood, would, it was expected, on the next: day 
reach Fort Jackson. » • 

On the 20th General Pinckney arrived, and assumed, in- 
person, the command of the army. The course pursued 
by Jackson, towards satisfying the Indians, that to be 
peaceable was all that was required of them^ meeting his 
approbation, and understanding that the chiefs and war- 
riors of the nation were retiring, with their families, 
whither they hadi>een directed to go, he was satisfied hos- 
tilities must now cease. . Independent of professionts, here- 
tofore made, much of the property plundered at Fort 
Mimms^ and along the frontiers^ having been brought in 
and delivered, no doubt was entertained but that all. further 
national opposition would be withdrawn. There being no 
necessity, therefore, for maintaining an army longer in the 
field, orders were issued, on the 21st April, for the troops 
from Tennessee to be marched home and discharged; tak- 
ing. care, on the route, to leave a sufiicient force for gar- 
risoning and protecting the posts already established. 

To troops who had been engaged in such hasty and 
fatiguing marches, who had been so much exposed to 
hardships and dangers, and who had now, bytheir zealous 
exertions in the cause of their country, brought a war to 
a successful termination, and severely chastised the sava^ 
ges for unprovoked outrages upon their defenceless fron- 
tiers, it w?is a pleasure to. retire to their homes from the 
scenes of wretchedness they had witnessed, and from a 
contest, where every thing being performed, nothing 
remained to be done. It was a cheering reflection to those 
brave men, that, their trials being over, they were retiring 
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to their families and homes, and carrying with them that 
sweetest and happiest of all consolations to a war-worn 
soldier's mind, that, in the trying and difficult situations 
in which they had been placed, they had acted with 
honour to. themselves, and with usefulness and fidelity to 
their country. 

Whilst ^these arrangements were progressing, the friend- 
ly Crej^ks were engaged :in pursuing and destroying their 
fugitive countrymen with the most unrelenting rigour.' 
To' have been at the destruction of Fort -Mimms, was a 
ground of accusation against a warrior, which at once 
placed him without the pale of mercy. They viewed, or 
affected to view, this unwarranted and Unprovoked offence 
with sentiments of deeper inveteracy than did even our 
own troops. Meeting a smair party who were on their 
way to camp, to submit themseWes on the terms that had 
been previously . offered, and understanding they had 
accoippanied Weatherford, in his attack on this fort, they 
arrested their progress^ and immediately put them to 
death. To pennit a course of conduct like this, was well 
ealcuiated to keep alive .the timid apprehensions of the 
Indians, and iitduce them to consider the proffered terms 
of- peace virhich Jackson had presented^, as a stratagem to 
lure them into danger, and effect their destruction: sensi- 
ble of this, pronipt and immediate steps were taken by the 
Commanding general to prevent its again recurring. 

That people of the same nation should be found mar- 
shalled in opposition to each other, is not a matter of sur- 
prise, on the principles and practice of modern warfare, 
which affects to prove it right to seize on any circum- 
stance that may operate prejudicially to an enemy; but the 
patriot, whose bosom swells with love of country, must 
ever view it with abhorrence: and although, from necessity 
or policy, he may be compelled to avail himself of the 
advantages afforded by such a circumstance, he can never 
be induced either to approve or justify it. Although the 
war had been commenced- in opposition to the views and 
wishes of the fHendly party, yet it was their duty to have 
united. Entering the ranks of an invading army, and 
fighting for the extermination of their people, and the 
destruction of their nation, is a circumstance which pre- 
sents them in the character of traitors to their country, 
tad meriting the severest punishment ^ 

In two hours after receiving General Pinckney's order, 
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the troops commenced their return march) a|id r^a^hed 
Fort Williams on the evening of the 24thk Immediate 
measures were adopted for carrying into effect what had 
been ordered.; to send out detachments to assail and dis- 
perse any collections of the war party that might be found 
on the route, and within striking distance. . . 

The East Tennessee troops having a longer period to 
serve, were, on that account, selected to garris^ the 
tlifferent posts. General Doherty was accordingly directed 
to detail from his brigade seven hundred and twenty-five 
men, for the defence of those points, with a view to ah 
open communication being preserved with Fort Jackson, 
and to secure more' effectually, a peace, which, being sup- 
posed for the present to be founded on the fears and dis- 
tresses of the war party, was perhaps not so ^curely and 
firmly established as that any -necessary and precautionary 
measure should be omitted. 

General Jackson being now. about to separate from his 
army, did not omit to disclose to them the. high sense he 
entertained of their conduct, and how well they had deserv 
ed of their country. " Within a, few days," said he, "you 
iiave annihilated the power of a nation that for twenty years 
has been the disturber of your peace. Your vengeance has 
been satisfied. Wherever these infuriated allies of our 
*rch enemy assembled for battle, you pursued and dispersed 
them.- The rapidity of your movements, and the briUiancy 
of your achievements, have corresponded, with the valour 
by which you have been animated. The bravery you have 
displayed in the field of battle, and the uniform good con- 
duct you have manifested in your encampment, and on your 
line of march, will long be cherished in the memory of 
your general, and will not be forgotten by the coxmtry 
which you have so materially benefited." 
^ The constant and rapid movements of the troops for the 
time they had been in service, had greatly exposed them; 
and although many hardships had been encountered, yet 
their duty had been performed without murmuring. A 
retrospect of the last month will show, that more could 
.scarcely have been done. Fort Williams was reached just 
four weeks from the time they had left it, on the expedition 
to Tohopeka, where they had met and conquered the 
enemy; whence, returning, not with a view to obtain rest, 
•but to recruit the exhausted state of their provisions, in 
one week was this same army -on its way to Hoithlewalee. 
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where, supported and encouraged by their prophets, was 
collected the strength of the nation. To this point did they 
'urge forward, over mountains, and through torrents of 
continual rain, that rendered the route almost impassable; 
and reached and destroyed, on the 14th, a town which the 
inspired men of the nation had declared was consecrated, 
and on which* no white man was ever to be permitted to 
:tread with impunity; On the 17th, they are found ^t the 
'confluence of the Coosa and Tallapoosa, ti*eading still this 
eonsecrated'^ soil, and driving the panic-struck savages 
bfefore them; and again, on the 24th, are at Fort Williams, 
retiring to their homes, from the labours they had encoun- 
'te^ed, and from the conquests they had gained. In such 
celerity of movement, is to be found the cause which 
secured to Jackson and his army the uniform successes 
they obtained. So rapid were his marches, that not 
unfrequently was he in the neighbourhood of the enemy 
"before they had received any intelligence of his approach ; 
in addition to this, was attached to him the quality, that 
few generals ever possessed in a higher degree, of inspir- 
ing firmness in his ranks, and making even the timid brave. 
An entire confidence of success, a lull assurance of victory, 
and a fearlessness and disregard of danger, were the feel- 
ings displayed by himself in all difficult situations, and 
those feelings he possessed the happy faculty of inspiring 
to others, and of diffusing through his army. « 

Whether any of the hostile party were yet on the Co- 
hawba, or had fied for safety to the British and Spaniards 
"at Pensacola, was uncertain. To ascertain this, to dis- 
jperse them, and destroy their villages,. General Johnson 
was despatched, at the. head of five hundred men, with 
orders to proceed along this river to its head branches, 
effect the object so:far as it was practicable^ and re-unite 
with the main army at Deposit JacksOn reported to 
General Pinckney, that his orders had been complied with; 
that four hundred troops had been detailed for the protec- 
tion of Fort Williams, and that he would leave at the other 
points a force correspondent to their exposed situations. 
*The remainder of my troops,'* he continues, ^'I shall 
march to Tennessee, where I shall discharge them: after 
which, I shall no longer consider myself accountable for 
'the manner in which the posts may be defended, or the 
line of commuiiication kept open •■'—happy that the time 
for Which I offered iny services to my government, and 
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the duties which they assigned me to perform, will ha.v# 
terminated together." 

The army proceeded on its march, and crossing Ten<^ 
nessee river, in safety reached Camp Blount, n^ar Fayette- 
ville, where they were discharged from further service* 
Johnston, who had previously fallen in, had destroyed 
some of the enemy's towns; but had learned nothing of a 
force being any where embodied along the route he hacl 
taken.* 

At parting with his troops, the general again brought 
before them the recollection he retained of their faithful 
and gallant conduct, and the patience with which they had 
borne the privations and hardships of .war. On his return^ 
wherever he passed, the plaudits of the people were liber- 
ally bestowed. The ardent and exti*aordinary zeal he had- 
manifested in the service of his country, the dif&culties he- 
had surmounted, with the favourable termination, which^ 
by his exertions* had been, given to a contest that had kept 
alive the anxieties and .fears of the frontier settlers, excited 
a general feeling, of gratitude and admiration; all were 
ready to evince tha high sense they entertained of the 
success with which every effort had been crowned, and 
with one accord united in manifesting their confidence and. 
respect for him, who, by his zealous exertions, able man- 
agement, and fidelity to the cause in which he had embarked^ 
had so essentially contributed to the safety, the happiness,, 
and quiet of the country. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Jackson ik appointed a major-general in the service of the United 
States.— Is Erected to open a negotiation with the Indians. — ^Speechi 
of the Big Warrior, a chief of the nation. — Concludes a treaty with 
tiie Creek Indians. — ^His views against Pensacola and Florida. — 
General Armstrong's letter. — The Spanish governor is called on for 
an explanatipn of his conduct. — His answer, and General Jackson'f 
reply. 2-Xhe adjutant-general is despatched to Tennessee to raise 
volunteers. — Jackson sets out for Mobile. — Orders the Tennessee 
troops to advance. 

If Jackson had been enabled, after his first battle with 
the enemy, to prosecute the campaign, it might have had a 
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much earlier conclusion ; but although he had, at the onaett 
obtained advantages from which benefits might have arisen, 
yet, from the want of proper exertions on the part of the 
contractors, he was halted, and compelled to retrace his 
steps back to his first position. From the delays here 
unavoidably met with, flowed those grievances which gave 
a check to further active operations. The winter, against 
which his troops were ill provided was fast approaching; 
hardships, and hunger, which were already pressing, with 
a long latiguing campaign in prospect, presented imagi- 
nary difficulties, and excited discontents, which presently 
broke out into ^ open. mutiny; and although the intention of 
the volunteers, to desert the service, and retire home, had 
been prevented by the stem arid resolute conduct of the 
general, yet were they thereby unfitted for the duties of 
the field, because entire confidence was no longer to be 
reposed. To venture with such troops, who, whilst the 
tomahawk and scalping knife were uplifted, to wreak 
vengeance on our devoted frontiers, were coolly construing 
the effect and meaning of laws, was too unsafe a reliance 
for a commander whose first object was to impress on the 
minds of the savages the determination and strength of the* 
government he represented. It was adventuring too largely; 
lor, should defeat result, the difficulty of drawing a new 
army to the field, would be increased ; whilst that self-con- 
fidence in troops, so necessary to complete success, would 
essentially be lost. It was believed to be the safer course, 
to permit his discontented volunteers to depart, an4 await 
the arrival of another force. These circumstances had ar 
tendency to encourage the Indians, and protract the war. 
Had the volunteers proceeded with the animation and 
bravery which characterized them in the battle they had 
just fought, they would have grajiually acquired a confi- 
dence calculated to render them an overmatch for Indian 
valour and cunning; whilst by one further successful effort, 
they might have dispirited the enemy, and ended the cam- 
paign. But the arrival of a different description of troops, 
and the confusion into which they were thrown at the 
battle of Enotichopco, had encouraged the savages, and 
induced them to think the contest by no means hazardous. 
The despondency which had resulted from their previous 
defeats,' was from that moment forgotten; and, again 
inspirited, they looked to the accomplishment of their 
object with hopes of certainty even greater than before. 
K 2 
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Perhaps, however^ it was fortunate that events transpire^ 
in the way they did. Had peace been restored in conse- 
quence 01 early fears excited, it might have lasted only m-. 
til a favourable opportunity occurred of again breaking it; 
but the war having continued, until the hopes, the strength, 
and spirit of the nation were exhausted, nothing serious ik 
now to be apprehended from any hostile disposition that 
may hereafter be manifested. Other advantages will also^ 
result. The uniform and uninterrupted successes obtain: 
ed over them in all our battles, may impress* the Indians, 
generailly within our limits, with a higher reverence for 
the character of our nation than they have hitherto been 
disposed to entertain; give protection to our citizens, and 
ensure that security to the government, which the mild- 
ness it has' practised, and the tribute it has constantly; 
given for their peacCj has, heretofore, never been able to 
effect; they will tend to destroy the infhience held overj 
them by other nations, and bring them to a conviction, that, 
the United States^ is the only power whose hostility they J 
should fear, or whose friendship they should prize. 

It was now eight months since General Jackson had left 
his home, to arrest the progress of the Indian war ; during, 
most of which time he had been in a situation of bodily in-, 
firmity, that would have directed a prudent man to his. 
bed, instead of advancing to the field. During this period,i 
he had never seen his family, or been absent from the- 
army, except to visit the posts in his rear, and arrange' 
with his contractors some certain plan to guard against \^ 
future failure of supplies. His health was still delicate^ 
and rendered retirement essential to its restoration; but 
his uniformly successful and good conduct, and tlhe essen- 
tial advantages he had produced, had brought him too con-! 
i^picuously before the public, for any other sentiment to be! 
indulged, than that he should be placed, with an lmpof< 
tant command, in the service of the United States. ' 

The resignation of General Hampton enabled the govern- 
ment, in a short time, to afford to him an evidence of the\ 
respect it entertained for his services and character. ' A, 
notice of his appointment as brigadier and brevet, major- 
general, was forwarded on the 22d of May, from the war 
department General Harrison having, about this time, 
become dissatisfied with the conduct of the government, 
refused to be longer considered one of her military actors; . 
to supply which vacancy, a commission of major-general * 
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was forwarded to Jackson, which reached him the day afte^ 
theiiotiiication of his first .appointment, and before he ha^' 
b^en enabled to return an answer whether or not it would 
be accepted. The important services which he had ren- 
dered, added to the rank which, under the authority of hia 
states he held, might well induce a doubt whether tl^e ap« 
pointment first conferred, ^as at all complimentary, or 
one which, in justice to his own character^ he could have 
accepted. Whatever of objection could have arisen, on 
this subject, was rejnoved by the subsequent appointment 
of majorrgeneral, made. on the resignation of Harrison, and 
which was accepted. 

The contest with the Indians being ended, the first and, 
principal object of the governnient was, to ei>ter into some 
definitive 'arrangement which should deprive of access 
any effort that might hereafter be made, by other powers, 
to enlist those savages in their wars. None was, so well 
dalculated to answer this end, as that of restricting their 
limits, so as to cut off their communication with British 
and Spanish agents in East and West Florida. 

No treaty of friendship or of boundary had yet been en- 
tered into with the Indians: they reinained a conquered 
people, and within the limits of the United States, subject 
to the regulations and restnctions which had been pre- 
scribed in March, by General Jackson, when he retired 
from their country. He was by the government, now 
called upon to act in a new and different character, and to' 
neg^otiate the terms upon which an aniicable understand- 
ing should be restored between the United States and the 
conquered Indians. But for the government to proceed 
on the principles of equal and, reciprocal treaty stipula- 
tion, was, in reference to the expensive war imposed on 
them, and the unprovoked manner in which it had been 
begun, not to be expected. The Indians' had broken, 
without cause, thejreaty they had made, outraged huma- 
nity, and murdered our unoffending citizens. Under such 
circumstances, by the peace to be concluded, to negotiate 
with, and as heretofore recognize them as an independent 
and sovereign people, comported not with propriety, nor . 
was it demanded by any, the ties of moral duty. General 
Jackson, therefore, was directed to treat with them* as a 
conquered people, and to prescribe, not negotiate, the 
^rms and conditions of a peace. Colonel Hawkins, who, 
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fbr a considerable time past, had been the agent to this 
nation, 'was also associated in the mission. 

On the 10th of July, the General, with a small retinue, 
reached the Alabama; aiid on the 10th of August, after 
some difficulty, succeeded in procuring the execution of a., 
treaty, in which the Indians pledged themselves no more^ 
to listen to foreign emissaries, — to hold no communication 
with British or Spanish garrisons; guaranteed to th<( 
United States the right of erecting military posts in their 
country, and a free navigation of all their waters. They 
stipulated also, that jthey would suffer no agent or trader to 
pass ampng them, or hold any kind of commerce or inter-* 
course with their nation, unless specially deriving his au- 
thority from the president of the United States. 1* 

The exactions of this treaty were in conformity with in- 
structions issued from the department of war, and differ in 
expression from what has been usually contained in instru- 
ments of a similar kind. It breathes the language of de-* 
mand, not contract and agreement; and hence has General^ 
Jackson been censured for the manner after which the ne-" 
gotiation was concluded. The course, however, which 
was pursued, is really justified by the terms and expres- 
sions of the order under which he acted, and' which pre- 
vented the exercise of discretion. General Armstrong^ 
who at that time was in the cabinet, and spoke the senti- 
ments of the president, in a letter addressed to Jackson on 
the 24th of March, uses the following remarks. ** It haa 
occurred to me, that the proposed treaty with the Creeks, 
should take a form altogether military, and be in the na- 
ture of a capitulation; in which case, the whole authority 
of making and concluding the terms, will be in you exclu- 
sively as commanding general." Accompanying which, 
were instructions formally drawn up, and which were ta 
constitute the basis on which the negotiation ^as to rest.*' 

• Mr. Clay, speaker of the house, in 1819, pending the GeneraP» 
controversy, severely assailed General Jackson, on account of the au- 
thoritative tone contained in tlie treaty of Fort Jackson. Having Utdy 
returned from his Ghent nus^on, his opinion was, that there was not 
enough of courtly etiquette employed in the phraseology of thf 
treaty;' and- that towards these murdering, scalping, and conquered sa^ 
vages, every thinj^ of friendly reciprocity should have been employed^ 
«s with the most civilized nations of the world. The censiue thus im-- 
posed was ill-placed, ami knowingly so. What General Jackson migfat 
have done, acting upon his own responsibility, cannot be known; and* 
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Without violence to those feelings benevolence excites, 
the United States might have demfcided their country, 
ind either have treated the Indians as vassals, and subjected 
fhem to legislative control, or admitted them into their 
i^ational compact, with such rights of citizenship, as, from^ 
^eir {)eculiar habits of life, they were calculated safely to 
6njoy'; but the humane and gen^ous policy^ which had 
been maintained m all' transactions with the savs^es with- 
ih their limits, induiped the government \p require in the 
cession, only such portion of their country as *might have a 
tendency to bar every avenUe to foreign intrigue, and give 
additional strength to those sections of the union, which, 
from their limited extent of territory, and limited popula- 
tion, were unable to afford sufficient supplies for the sub- 
sistence of an army, or give a partial check to the i&roads 
of an invading enemy. The lines defined by the treiity 
Yere so arranged as fully to meet these objects. ' Sufficien]t • 
territory was acquired on the south to give security to the 
Mobile settlements, ^nd to the western borders of Georgia, 
which had often, felt the stroke of Indian vengeance and 
cruelty; while at the same time, was effected, the impor-, 
tant purpose of separating them from the Seminole tribes 
ind our unfriendly neighbours in Florida. To the fron- 
tiers of Tennessee, an assurahce of safety was given by 

nped not be inquired after, inasmuch sts he had no discretion; and be* 
o^uae the orders of General Armstrong, then secretary^ of war, not 
merely authorised, but directed him to treat witli the Indians as a con* 
^ered people, ami not upon terms of i-eciprocity. The instructions 
given by the secretaiy of war, as to the condi^ns after which a treaty 
slioald be concluded, are as follows: 

' Ist An indemnification for expenses incurred by the United States 
iri prosecuting the war, by such cession of land, as may be .deemed an 
equivalent for ssad expenses. 

2d. A stipulation on their part that they will cea^ all intercourse 
with any Spanish port, garrison, or town; aiid that they will not admit 
amongst them any agent or trader who does not derive his authority or 
^ense from the Umtpd States,^ 

. 3d. An acknowledgment of the right of the United States to open 
roads through ^leir territory; and also to establish such miKtaty po«|i 
and trading houses as may be deemed necessaiy and proper; and ; 

4th* A surrender of the prophets and other instigators of the war,|o 
Wheldsubjecttothe'order ofthepreffldent. , 

You are authorized, in conjunction with Colonel Hffivkins, to open 
and conclude a treaty of peace with the hostile Cte«^ as soon tm 
tliey shall express a desire to pUt an end to the war. ' 

^ *^ J. ARMSTRONG. 
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the settlements which would be afforded on the laiA 
stretching along the Tennessee river ; whilst the extent tf 
the cession, west of the Coosa, would effectuidly eject flU 
communication with the Chickasaws and Choc^aws, an4 
•prevent the passage of those emissaries from the north- 
western tribes, who, during the present war, had so in- 
dustriously fomented tfie discontents of the Creeks, and 
excited them ' to hostility.. It is a' happy consideratioBi 
that while these iidvantages were obtained, n6 materi^d v^ 
jury was done those vanquished people. * Their country 
presented none of ^hose inducefhents to*the hunter, which 
could, as heretofore be relied on with certainty ; while, for 
all the purposes of agriculture, the part reserved for themi» 
was more than sufficient for fifty times the population 
wbich'their nation contained. It may appear plausible in 
theory, but practice will always disprove the idea, that th^ 
civilization of Indians can be effected, whilst, scattered 
through an immense wilderness, they are left to pursue 
their vagrant, wandering, habits of liie. Inured to pecuh 
liar manners, from their earliest period, it certainly would 
|i6t answer to ininovate at once upon their ancient customs; 
but, were their extensive wilds gradually reduced, so, in 
proportion, would the benefits resulting from huntings 
and wandering through the forest, subside, until prompted 
by necessity, they would resort to industry and agricul^ 
ture, as the only certain and lasting mean of support, and 
thus imperceptibly be forced into a different and more a^ 
vantageous course of life. 'v 

Unwilling to resort to any other mode of living than that 
to which they had been always accustomed; and satMed 
that the means of subsistence w^uld be lost in the surrenv 
der of their country, they remained obstinately opposed 
to every sirrangement Before being finally acted upon, 
the treaty had:' been fully debated in council, and the voice 
of the nition pronounced against it Jackson had sub* 
nxitted the views of his government, and now met them in 
council, to learn their determination. He was answered 
by the Big Warrior, a friendly chief, and ohe of the first . 
orators of the nation, who declared the reluctance that was " 
felt, in yielding to^his demand, from a conviction of the 
consequences ^involved, and the distresses it mustJnevi<*> 
tably bring upon them. The firm and dignified eloquence 
of this untutored orator, evinced a nerve and force of e«r 
pression, that might not have passed . unnoticed, had it 
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Jbeen exhibited before- a more kighly polishe^ assembly: 
file conclusion of his speech is given, for the satisfaction 
lof such s^s cai;^ mark the bold display of savage genius, and 
admire it when discovered. Having unfolded the causes 
w^ich produced the war, told of their sufferings, and 
admitted that they had been preserved alone by the army 
Twhich had hastened 40 their assistance, he urged, that 
. /dthough in justice, it might be required if them to defray^ 
by a transfer of a portion of their country, the expenses 
Incurred, yet was tj^e demand premature, b^ause the war 
.was not ended, no^ the war pirty conquered; they had 
-only fled away, and might yet retlim.^ He portrayed the 
habits of the Indians, and how seriously they would b^ 
affected by the required surrender, and* thus concluded : 
. <*Th^ president, our father, advises us to honesty and 
fairness, and promises that justice shall be done:l hope 
mad trust it will be ! I made this war, which has proved 
«o fatal to my country, that the treaty entered into a tpng 
time ago, with father Washington, might not be broken* 
To his friendly arm I hold fast. I will never break that 
bright chain of friendship we made-together, and ;\yhich 
bound us to stand to the United States. He was a father 
to the Muscoga people; and not only to them, but to all 
the people beneath the sun. His talk I now hold in my 
hand. There sits the agent he sent among us. Never 
has he broken the treaty. He has lived with us a long 
time. He has seen our children bom, who now have chil- 
dren. By his direction, cloth was wove, and clothes were 
made, and spread through our country; but the Red Sticks 
tame, and destroyed all,— we have none now. Hard is 
our situation, and you ought to consider it. I state what 
«J1 the nation knpws: nothing will I keep secret. 

"There stands the Little Warrior. While we were 
seeking to give satisfaction for the murders that had been 
committed, he proved a mischief-maker; he went to the 
British on the lakes; he came back, aftd brought a package 
to the frontiers, which increased the murders here. This 
conduct has already made the war party to suffer greatly: 
Vut, although almost destroyed, they will not yet open 
^eir eyes, but are still led away by the British at Pensa- 
-cola. Not so with us: we were rational, and had our 
9ltnsei^ii^e •vet are so. In the war of the revolution, 
oiir fEO^Sr- ^yond the waters encouraged us to join him, 
and weS&^s>.;- We had no sense then. The promises he 
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made were never kept. We were young ^pd foolish, ta4 
fought witn him. The British can no more persuade us 
to do wrong: they have deceived us once, and can deceive 
us no more. You are two great people. If you go to 
war, we will have no concern in it; for we are not able to 
fight. We wish to be at peace with every nation. If they 
offer me arms,. I will say to them, You piit me in danger, 
to war against a people bom in our own land.' They shaU 
never force us into danger. You shall never see that our 
chiefs are'bo^s in council, who will J>e forced to do any 
thing. I talk thus, knowing that father Washington 
advised us never to interfere in 'Wars. He told us that those 
in peace were the Jiappiest people. . He told us, that if an 
enemy attacked him, he had warriors enough,. and did not 
wish his red children to help him. If the British advise 
us to any thing, I will tell you — ^not hide it from you. If 
they say we must fight, I will tell them, No!" ^ 

The war party being not^ entirely subdued, was but a 
pretext to avoid the demands which were made; presuTOr 
mg that if the council could break, up, without any. thing 
being definitely done, they might, in part, or perhaps 
altogether, avoid what was now required of them to do; but 
the inflexibility of the p^erson with whom they were treating, 
, evinced, that however just and well founded might be their 
objections, the policy under which he acted was too clearly 
defined, Ibr any abandonment of his demands to be at sdl 
calculated upon. Shelocta, a chief, who had united with 
our troops at the commencement of the war; marched and 
fought with them in all their battles^ and who had attached 
to himself strongly the confidence of the commanding 
general, now addressed him. He told him of the regard 
he had ever felt for his white brothers, and with what zeal 
he had exerted himself to preserve peace, and to remain in 
friendship; when his efforts had failed, he had taken up 
arms against his country, and fought against his own peo- 
ple; that he was not opposed to yielding the lands lying on 
the Alabama, which would answer the purpose of cutting 
off any intercourse with the Spaniards; but the country 
west of the Coosa he wished to be preserved to the nation.^ 
To effect this, he appealed to the feelings of Jackson; told 
him of the dangers they had passed together; and of hiil 

• TTik country west of the Coosa now forms the respectable state 
of Alabfflna, admitted into the Uiuen in the year 181-9 
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vfaithfulness, in the trying scenes through which they had 

gone. ♦ 

There were, indeed, none whose voice ought sooner to 
yhave been heard than Shelocta's. None had rendered 
'great^ services, and none had been more faithful. He had 

claims, growing out of his fidelity, that few others had : 
but his wishes were so much at variance with what Jack- 
*%on considered the interest of his country required, that he 
was'answered without hesitation. " You know," said he, 
'** that the portion of country which you desire to retain, is 
*that through which the intruders ahd mischief-makers from 
the lakes reached you, and ttrged your nation to those acts 
of violence that have involved your people in wretchedness, 
•and your country in ruin. Through it leads the path 
Tecumseh trod, when he came to visit yoii: that path must 
be stopped. • Until this be done, your nation cannot expect 
happiness^ nor mine security. I have already told you the 
reasons for demahdiiig it;- they are such as ought not— can- 
not be departed from. This- evening must determine 
whether or not you are disposed to become friendly. By 
•rejecting the treaty you will show that you are the enemies 
of the United State^-^-enemies to yourselves.'* He admit- 
ted it to be true, that the war w^s not ended, yet that this 
was an additional reasor 'vhy the cession should be made; 
that then a line would be drawn, by which his soldiers 
would be enabled to distinguish and know their friends. 
"** When our armies," continued he, "carne here, the hostile 
barty had even stripped you of your country : we retook it, 
8ind now offer to restore it; — theirs we propose to retain. 
Those who are disposed to give effect to the treaty, will 
kign it. They will be within our territory ; will be protected 
and fed'; and no enemy of theirs, or ours, shall molest them. 
Those w-ho are opposed to it shall have permission to 
retire to Pensacola. Here is the paper: take it, and mani- 
fest who arc his friends. Consult, and this evening let 
me know who will assent, and who will not. Act as you 
think proper." , 

They proceeded to deliberate and re-examine the course 
they should pursue, which terminated in their assent to 
the treaty, and the extension of those advantages that had 
been insisted on.* 

1 • It was agreed that the line should begin where the Cherokee 
liouthem boundary cros9e4- the Coosa, to run down that riverto Woe- 

L 
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In the progress of this bumess another difficillty atross: 
the council insisted that there should 4>e inserted in the 
treaty a reservation of certain tracts of land; one for 
Colonel Hawkins, in consideration of his fidelity as an 
agent; and another to Jackson, because of the gr||titud« 
felt towards him for his exertions in their favour against 
the hostile Creeks. ' To this the general objected. It was 
peraonal as it regarded himself, and he was unwilling to 
Appear in any point of view, where suspicion could attach} 
that he had availed himself of his official situation tp obtain 
personal beneiits; fully aware, that however the facts in 
reality might be,. selfish considerations would be imputed 
as an inducement to what was done. He refused, there- 
foi*e, to have it inserted ; and for a further reason, that «th^ 
instructions under which he was acting, required it to be 
a capitulation and not a treaty. The next morning, how^ 
ever, when they met in council to sign the instrument, the 
chiefs delivered to the general a paper, expressing a wish^ 
and disclosing their reasons, that a reservation to himself 
-—Colonel Hawkins, and Mayfield, who being made a pri- 
soner in his youth, had -always resided in the nation, might 
be assented to; and requested it to be forwarded on and 
made known to the government. Jackson consented to dq 
so, and to recommend its adoption; but that the reserves 
tion they had thought proper to request, if assented to, his 
would accept of on no other terms than that the president 
should dispose of it, and apply the proceeds to those of 
the nation on whom distress and poverty Jiad been brought 
by the war. Mr. Madison subsequently brought this mat* 
ter to the consideration of the Senate ot the United State9^ 
and in recommending its adoption highly complimented 
the delicacy with which the proposition had been met by 
General Jackson: it was, however, never acted on by 
Congi^ess. 

Every attention had been given, during the negotiation^ 
to impi*ess on the minds of the savages the necessity of 
remaining at peace and friendship with the United States^ 
for, although all apprehensions of their acting in concert 
as a nation had subsided, yet it was important to leav^ 

* - 

tum-ka, and thence eastwardly to Georgia. East and noi-th of thU 
Kne, containing upwards of oiVe hundred and fifty-thousand square 
miles, remained to the Indians. West and south was secured to the 
United States. 
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llieir mittds favourably impressed, lest the wandering fugl- 
tires, scattered iii considerable numbers towards the Escam- 
bia and Pensacola, might, by continuing hostile, associate 
others of their countrymen,— attach themselves to the 
British, should they appear in the south, aid them by 
their humbers, and pilot them through the country. 

This retreat of the savages in East Florida, had beett 
always looked upon as a place whence the United States 
might apprehend serious difficulties. There was no doubt, 
but that the British, through this channel, with the aid of 
the governor, had protected the Indians, and supplied them 
with arms and ammunition; nor was it less certain^ but 
that through the art and .address practised on them, they 
had been excited to the outrages which had been hereto- 
fore committed. It was an idea entertained by Jackson 
at the commencement of the Creek war, that the most 
effectual and proper mode of procedure would be to push 
his army through the nation; gain this den, where vege- 
tated so many evils; and, by holding it, effectually cut off 
their intercourse, and means of encouraging the war: but 
the unexpected difficulties which we have before noticed, 
had repressed the execution of his well digested plans, and 
left him to pursue his course as circumstances, and the 
obstacles met with, would permit. The assistance which, 
during the war, had been continually afforded these people 
from Pensacola, induced him once more to turn his atten- 
tion there; and he now strongly urged on government the 
propriety of attacking and breaking down this strong hold, 
whence so maiiy evils had flowed, and whence greater ones 
were yet to be expected. His busy mind, actively engaged, 
while employed in settling all differences at Fort Jackson,, 
had sought through every channel that could afford it, infor- 
mation as to the designs of the British against the sduthefn 
parts of the Union. The idea had been prevalent, and gene- 
rally indulged, that, so soon as the severity of approach- 
ing winter should put a stop to active operations on the 
Canada frontier, with all their disposable force, they would 
turn their attention against the southern states,, and there 
attempt to gain some decisive advantage. New Orleans, 
with one consent, was fixed • upon as the point that most 
probably would be assailed. The circumstance of there 
being so many persons there who had never been supposed 
to entertain any well-founded regard for the country in 
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which they lived, together with a large black populatioiii 
which it was feared might be excited to insurrection and 
massacre, through the persuasions of an enemy, were rea- 
sons which strongly led to this conclusion. 

General Jackson having understood, that comfort and 
aid was still afforded by the Spanish governor to the hos^ 
tile Indians, who had fled from the ravages of the Creek 
war, cherished the belief that his conduct was such as de- 
servedly to exclude him from that protection to which, 
under other circumstances, he would be entitled, from thfe 
professed neutrality of Spain. At all events, if the impro- 
per acts of the Spanish agents would not authorize the 
American government openly to. redress the unprovoked 
injuries it had received, they were such, he believed, as 
would justify any course which had for its object to arrest 
their continuance and give safety to the country. In this 
point of view he had already considered it, when on hiJ 
way to the treaty at' Fort Jackson, he received certain 
information, that about three hundred English troops had 
landed; were fortifying themselves at the mouth of the 
Apalachicola; and were endeavouring to excite the Indians 
to war. No time was lost ia giving^ the government no- 
tice of what was passing, and of the course deemed most 
advisable to be pursued. The advantages to be secured 
from the possession of Pensacola he had frequently urged* 
Whether it was that the government beheld things' in :l 
point of view different from himself, or that being at peace 
with Spain, was disposed to encounter partial inconvenien- 
ces, rather than add her to the nuniber of our enemies, no 
order to that effect was given. In detailing to the secretary 
of war the information that had been communicated to him, 
he remarks: "If the hostile Creeks have taken refuge in 
Florida, and are there fed, clothed, and protected ; if the 
British have landed a large force, munitions of war, and 
are fortifying and stirring up the savages; will you only say 
to me, raise a few hundred militia, which can be quickly 
done, and with such regular force as can be conveniently 
collected, make a descent Upon Pensacola, and reduce it? 
If so, I proinise you the war in the south shall have a speedy 
termination, and English influence be forever destroyed 
with the savages in this quarter." 

Notwithstanding this and other information communi- 
cated to the government, yet, to his repeated and pressing 
applications, he was unable to obudn any answer? nothing 
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tiras returned that could be construed into a permission of, 

^r command to abstain from the execution of his project. 
/r At length, on the 17th of January, 1815, after the British x 
army had been repulsed at New Orleans, and the descent ( 
on Florida almost forgotten, through the post office depart«> 

) ment, dated at Washington city, the 18th of July, 1814, he >" 

1 received the following letter from General Armstrong, then 

^^-«ecretary at war: 

'"The case you put is a very strong one: and if al] the 
circumstances stated by you unite, the conclusion is irre*' 
sistible. It becomes our duty to carry our arms where 
^e find our enemies. It is believed, and I am so directed 
by the president to say, that there is a disposition on the 
part of the Spanish governnient,. not to break with the 
United States, nor to encourage any conduct on the part of 
her subordinate agents, having a tendency to such rup- 
ture. We must, therefore, in this case, be careful to as- 
certain facts, and even to distinguish what, on the .part of 
the Spanish authorities, may be the effect of menace and 
compulsion, or of their choice and policy: the result of 
this inquiry must govern. If they admit, feed, arm, and 
co-operate with the British and hostile Indians, we must 
, strike on the broad principle of self-preservation : — under 
other and different circumstances, we must forbear." 

I That the state of things, here suggested by the secretary, 

I did actually exist; that the British were favourably re* 
ceived, and every assistance necessary to a continuance of 
hostilities extended to the Indians, the government had 

r been already apprised, by the frequent communications 

made to them on the subject. The facts were too well as- 

. certatned for any reasonable doubt to attach. To deters 

i mine then upon a proper course, no postulata were neces- 
sary, or should have been required by the government* 
Had this letter reached him in time^ it would at once 
have determined General Jackson in the course proper to 
be pursued; how.it was so long delayed, we know not, 
nor shall we pretend to conjecture; for on such a subject, 
tonjectui^ alone could be indulged. We would, however, 
recommend in all cases, where a measure is to be proceed- 
ed in, either from necessity, or a well founded apprehen- 
rion of its propriety, that the government should adopt it 
without fear or trembling, and from no regard to the con- 
sequences involved; nor leave to be determined by the 
success or failure of the design, whether an officer acting 

L-2 
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upon his own responsibility^ and for the good of hit.* 
country, shall become the subject of commendation or re- 
proof. 

' "If remarked the General, speaking of this transac* 
tion, "this letter, or any hint that such a course would 
have been even winked at by. the. government, had been re- - 
ceived, it would have been in my power to have captured 
the British shipping in the bay. I. would have marched at 
once against Barrancas, and carried it, and thus prevented 
an escape; but, acting on my own responsibility against a 
neutral power, it became essenjtial to proceed widi more, 
caution than my judgment or wishes approved, and conse- 
quently important advantages -were lost, which might 
have been secured." The delay of this letter is inexplicably 
strange. Did General Armstrong detain it? He could 
not, because his efficiency of character and decision stand 
in opposition to the idea; and, besides, after the burning of 
Washington, in August 1 8 1 4, he ceased tp have any agency - 
in the affairs of the government. It is a circumstance,,, 
which, durlQg this time, could not have remained under 
the control of accident: it must have been the effect of 
management somewhere, and of a design intended for 
some important purpose; if any mishaps occurred, and . 
a question arose where responsibility should rest, the ab- 
sence of authority would readily affix it on Jackson. If 
our cause had proved disastrous at New Orleans, it would 
have been an easy and plausible matter to have ascribed it 
to the time lost in wag;irig operations against a neutral and . 
friendly power, without the sanction of the government. 

On reaching Fort Jackson, his first attention had been • 
directed to a subject which he believed to be of greater im- 
portance than making Indian treaties — to establish a plan 
by which to be constantly advised,during his stay, of those 
schemes that were in agitation in the south : believing that 
every passing event might be readily obtained through the 
Indians, who could go among the British without in the 
least exciting suspicion, he had required Colonel Haw- 
kins to procure some ^ho were confidential, and might be 
certainly relied on, to proceed to the Apalachicola, and 
towards the coast, and to return as early as they could ob- 
tain correct information of the strength, views, and situa- 
tion of the enemy. In about fifteen days they came back, 
confirming the statement previously received, that a con- 
siderable English force had arrived, and was then in the 
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bay of St. Rose; th&t muskets and ahiniiiiittioiv had. been 
given to the Indians, and runners despatched to the dif- 
lerent tribes, to invite theip to the coast. 

Satisfied that such permfssions, by a neutral power, were 
too grievous to be borne, he immediately addressed a let-''' 
<er to the governor of Pensacola, apprising him of the in- 
formation received; and inquiring why ai\jd wherefore it 
happened that every protection and assistance was furnish- 
ed the. enemies of the United States, within his territory; 
requested him to state whether or not the facts were "as 
th^y had been represented; and demanded to have surren- 
dered to him suth of the chiefs of the hostile Indians as 
were with him. "I rely,"*continuedAhc, "on the existing 
friendship of Spain, her treaties, and that neutraJity which ' 
she should observe, as^^authority for the demand I make«" 
The governor's answer, which shortly afterwards was re-- 
ceived, evinced nothing of a conciliatory temper, and left 
no hope of procuring any oth^r redress than -that which 
might be obtained through some different channel. It was 
a subject, however, which required to be managed with 
considerable caution. 

Spain and the United States were in amity and at peace ; 
to reduce any portion of her territory, and take possession 
of it, in exclusion of her authority, might be construed 
such an aggression, as to induce her into the war. On 
the other hand, for her, with open arms, to receive our 
enemies, and permit them to make every preparation 
within her ports, for invading and attacU'ng our country, 
were outrages too monstrous. to be borne, and, in the 
opinion of Jackson, required to be remedied, let the con- 
sequences in prospective be what they might. Although 
these things had been earnestly pressed upon the conside- 
ration of the war department, no answer to his repeated 
solicitations on the subject had been received. On his 
own responsibility, to advance to the execution of a mea- 
sure, which involved so much, when his government was, 
and had for some time been, in possession of all the cir^ 
cumstances, was risking too much. Yet, were it delayed 
longer, every day might give to Pensacola additional 
strength, and increase the danger attendant <>n its reduc- 
tion. Undetermined, under considerations like these, he 
resolved upon another expedient — to despatch a messen- 
ger, to lay open to the governor the ground of his com- 
plaint—obtain from him a declaration of his intention, as 
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regarded the cquTsfe- he meaiit to pursue— tnd aaceiv 
tain whether he designed to *inake subsistiiig treaties 
between the two nations, the bftsis of his cbnduct, or to 
adopt a strange and ^concealed^ cdurse, whichy under the 
%arb of pretended .friendship, cloaked all the realities of 
war. The. propriety of delivering up the hostile Indians, 
who were with^ him, to atone for the violation of existiiig 
treaties, and -the rights of humanity, and the murders they 
had committed, yvas again pressed and solicited. 

A reply was not concluded on by the governor for some; 
time, ojmring to a very considerable doubt that harassed his, 
mind, whether it would not be more* proper to return iC 
without aiv answer, •iin imftation of the conduct of Gene- 
ral Flournoy, who, acting in conformy to the orders of 
Mr^ Madison, heretofore had omi^tted to answer a des^ 
p^tch of his." But havinig considered the matter quite 
maturely and delibers^tely, he at length came to. the con^ 
elusion, to <wave the exa)[nplc set him by the president, and 
in replying, to act in obedience to those." high and gene- 
rous feelings peculiar to the Spanish character." 

' In answer to the demand made upon him, that the hos- 
tile Indians should be delivered up, he denied that they 
were with him, "at that. time," or that he could, on the 
ground of hospitality, refuse them assistance, at a moment 
when their distresses were so great; nor could he surren- 
der them, as he believed, without acting in open violation 
of the la\vs of nations,-— laws, to which his sovereign ha4 
ever strictly adhered, and of which he had already afford- 
ed the United States abundant evidence, in omitting to de- 
mand of them " the traitors, insurgents, incendiaries, an<J 
assassins of his chiefs, namely, Guiterres, Toledo, and 
many others, whom the American government protected 
and maintained in committing hostilities, in fomenting tho 
revolution, and in lighting the flames of discord in the in- 
ternal provinces of the kingdom of Mexico." 

To the inquiry, why the English had been suffered to 
land in his province arms and ammunition, with a view to 
encourage the Indians in their acts of hostility, he pro^ 
ceeded with his same " national characteristic," and de- 
manded to be informed if the United States were ignorant^ 
that at the conquest of Florida, there was a treaty between 
Great Britain -and the Creek Indians, and whether they 
did not know, that it still existed between Spain and those 
tribes? "But," continued he, "turn your eyes to the island 
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of Barrataria, and you will there perceive, that within flhc 
very territory of the United States, pirates are sheltered 
; and protected, with the manifest design of committing 
hostirluies by sea, upon the merchant vessels of Spain • 
and with such scandalous notoriety, that the cargoes of* 
our vessels, have been publicly sold in Louisiana." ^ 

It IS difficult to discover how, or by what system of 
logic It was, that Governor Manrequez was enabled to 
trace any kind of analogy baween the United States af- 
fording to a few of the patriots of South America, an asy. 
lum from the oppressions and persecutions that were 
threatened to be imposed on them by Spanish tyranny 
and his permitting within the limits of Florida, comfort! 
aid, and assistance to be given the savages, that they mic-ht 
the better be enabled to indulge in cruelty- towards u& 
Nor can it be perceived how it was, that the piracies of 
Lafite and his party at Barrataria, and the successful 
smugghng which brought thdir plundered wealth into port^ 
m ojpen defiance of our laws, could operate as a sufficient 
pretext for giving protection and indulgence to an enemy- 
entering the territory of Spain, and continuing there, with 
the avowed intention of waging vnar against a power with 
which she not t)nly professed to be in friendship, but was 
bound by treaty to be so, and at ihe very time too, when 
she clainiea to be neutral, l^or can we see th^ force of 
the argument, because England had a treaty with the 
Creek Indians, which afterwards devolved on Spain, that 
the agents of his Catholic majesty were in consequence, 
justified in protecting the savages in their murders^ or as- 
sisting covertly, as they did/ in the war against us: how 
the conclusions were arrived at, the governor can decide 
at some moment, when relieved from those high and 
honourable feelings, "peculiar to the Spanish character,'* 
reason may* re-assert herempiry over him, and point the 
manner he was enabled to produce his strange results. 
. The governor, however, had evidenced rather too high a 
state of feeling, and taken his ground without suffering his 
reflections to go to their full extent He had placed arms 
m'the hands of the savages, "for the purpose of self-de* 
fence;" many of them were hastening to him, — more were 
yet expected. The British had already landed a partial 
force, and a greater one was shortly- looked for. Against 
iMs certain and expected strength, added to what his own 
^sources could supply, he. believed an American general 
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would n8t venture to advance. These consideiratloiis KiA 
led him to assume a proud and lofty tone,— ^to arraign tlMK 
conduct of the United States,* in extinguishing the Ilidian 
title on the Alabama,— to accuse them of disregarding antt 
violating their treaties,' and to point "^out the danger lb 
which the restoration of peace ita Europe might shortly 
expose them. As yet, he was ignorant of the* energy of 
the man' already near his -borders, and who^ to march 
against and breakdown his 'fancied security, did not dj^ 
sire to be ordered, but only to be apprised by his country 
that it might be done. Jackson, in ncr wise pleased with 
the boldness of* his remarks, proceeded again to address 
him, and exhibited fully the grounds of accusation and 
complaint in behalf of his country, and in a style at least ss 
courtly as hiSfcOwn. , . .» * 

" Were I clothed," he remarks,** with diplomatie powers', 
for the pur{f6se of. discussing the' topics embraced in the 
wide range of injuries of which you complain; and whielf 
have long since been adjusted, I could easily demonstrate 
that the United .States have, bfeen always faithful to thcir 
treaties, steadfast in their friendships^ nor have ever 
claimed any thing that, was ; not warranted by justicei 
They have endured many insults from the governors aiuF 
other*ofEcers of Spain,* wMch, if sanctioned by their sove*" 
reign, would have amounted to acts of ^hostility,' without 
any previous declaration on the subject They' haVe ex- 
cited the savages to w^r, and sdforded theln the means of 
waging it: the property of our*citizens has been captured 
at sea, and if 'compensation has not been refused, it-hab at 
least been withheld. But as^o such powers have been de-^ 
legated to me, I shall not assume them^ but leave them to 
the representatives of ont respective governments. 

" I have the honour of being entrusted with the com''' 
mand of this district Charged with its protraction, and^^^ 
the safety of its citizens, I feel my ability to discharge 
the task, and trust your excellency will always find m^ 
ready and willing to go forward, in the peHbrmance of ^ 
that duty, whenever circumstances shall render it neces-\ 
sary. I agree with you, perfectly, that candour and po- 
lite language should, at all-times, characterize the commu^* 
nications between the officers of friendly sovereignties^ ' 
and I assert, without the fear of contradiction, that my 
former letters were couched in terms the most respectfuJT' 
and unexceptionable. I only requested, and did not de- 



mas^ as you have, asserted, that the ringleaders of the 
Creek confederacy might be delivered to me, who had 
taken refuge in your town, and who had violated all laws, 
tnoral, civiV and divinec This lUhad a Nghtto do^ from 
the treaty which I sent you, and which I now again en- 
i^lose, with a request that you will change your transla- 
tioQ; beUeving, as. I do, that your.former one was wrong, 
and has deceived you. What, kind of an^ answer you re- 
turned, a reference to your letter wUl explain. Th*^ whole 
pf it breathed nothing hut iiostility, grounded upon a^- 
pmed facts,' and false charges, and entirely evading the 
iiiquiries that had been made: 

; ^I can but express- my astonishment at your protest 
fgainst the cession on the Alabama, lying within the ac- 
knowledged limits and jurisdiction of the United States, 
^d which has 'been ratuied in due form, by the principal 
ch^ls and warriors of the nation. But my astonishment 
subsides, when, on comparison, I find it upon a par with 
the rest of your letter and conduct; taken together, they 
iJford a sufficient justification for any course on my part 
or consequences that may ensue to yourself. My govern- 
ment will protect, every inch of her territoi^^, her citizens 
and their property, from insult and depredation, regardless 
of the political revolutions of Europe; and although she has 
been at all times sedulous to preserve a good understand- 
ing with all the world, yet she has sacred rights, that can* 
npt be trampled upon with impunity. Spain had better 
Iqok to her own intestine commotions, before she walks 
forth in that majesty of strength and power, which you' 
tjireaten to draw down upon the United States. 
. ^Y««r exoellency has been candid enough to admit your 
having supplied the In^aiis "with arms. In addition to 
tlMS, I have learned that a British flag has been seen flying 
on one of your forts. • All this is done while you are pre- 
tending to be neutraL You cannot be surprised, then, but 
on the contrary will provide^ a fort in your town for my 
soldiers and Indians, should I take it in my head to pay 
you a visit 

** In future, I beg you to withhold your insulting charges 
a^instmy government for one more inclined to Ii$ten to 
sirader than I am; nor consider me any more as a diplo- 
niatic character, unless so proclaimed to you from the 
nsoutks of my cannon. " 

Cajptain Gordon^ who had been despatched to Pensa- 
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cola, had b^n.enabled, during the time he retnained thierc^ 
to obtain much more full and satisfactory information than 
it had pleased the governor to communi(*ate. Appear- 
ances completely develpped^ the; sthemcs which were is 
agitation^ and convinced him that active operations were 
intended shortly to be commenced somewhere in the lower 
country. On his return, he reported to the Generat that 
he had seen from' one ^hundred and fifty to two hundred 
officers' and soldiTers, a park of artillery, and about five 
kundre'd Indians, under the drill of British officers, armed 
with new muskets, and dressed in the English uniform. . 

Jackson directly brought to the view of the government 
^the' information he -'had received, and again urged his fa- 
vourite scheme, the reduction of Pensacola. "How long," 
he observed, " will the United States pocket the reproach 
and open insults of Spain? It is alone by a' manly and 
dignified course, that we can secure respect from other 
nations, and peace* to our own. Temporizing policy* is 
not only a disgrace, but a curse t^ any nation. It is n fact 
that u British captain of marines is, and has for some time 
past been engaged in drilling and organizing the fugitive 
Creeks, undemhe eye of the governor; endeavouring, by 
his influence alid presents, to draw to his standard as well 
the peaceable as the hostile Indians. If permission had 
been given me to march against this place twenty days 
ago, I would, ere this, have planted there the American 
Eagle; now, we must trust alone to our valour, aftd to the 
justice of our cause. But my present resources are so li- 
mited — a sickly climate, as well as an enemy to contend 
with, and without the means of transportation to change 
the position of my army, that, resting on the bravery of 
my little phalanx, I can only hope for success.'^ 

Many difficulties were presented-; and, although anxious* 
to carry into execution a purpose which seemed so strongly 
warranted by necessity, he saw that he was wholly with- 
out the power of moving, even should he be directed to do 
so. Acting in a remote corner of the Union, which was de- 
tached and thinly inhabited, the credit of his government 
"^yas inadequate to procure those things necessary and es- 
sential to his operations; w4iile the poverty of his quarter- 
master's department presented but a dreary prospect for re* 
liance. But to have all things in a state of readiness for 
action, when the time should arrive to authorize it, he was 
directing his attention in the way most likely to effect it. 



Th^ warriors of the different tribes of Indi«ms wer^ order- 
ed to be marshalled, and taken, iato the pay of the govern- 
ment. He addressed himself to the governors of Tennes- 

: §669 Louisianay ^tid Mississippi, and pressed them to be 
vigilant in tjie discharge of their duties. Information, he 

^ said, had reached him, which rendered it pecessary that 
^11 the forces allotted for the defence of the seventh mili- 
tary district, should be held in a state of perfect readiness, 
tp march at any notice, a,nd to any point they might be re- 
quired. "PiE^rk a^nd heavy clouds hover around us. The 
energy and patriotism of the citizens of your states must 
dispel them. Our rights, our liberties, and our Tree con- 
stitution, are threatened. This noble patrimony of our 
fathers must be defended with the best blood of our 
country: to do this, you must hasten to carry into effect 
the requisition of the secretary of war, and call forth your 
troops, without d^lay. " , 
On'the day after completing the treaty of Fort Jackson, 

» he'had departed for Mobile, to place the country in a pro- 
per state of defence. The third regiment, a part of the 
forty-fourth and thirty-ninth, constituted the entire regu- 
lar force he could at this time command. Many reasons 
concurred to render it necessary that a sufficient forcd 
should be brought into the field as early as possible. His 
appeals to the people of Tennessee had been generally 

! crowned with success; and he had no, doubt but that hC;. 
might thence obtain such assistance as would enable him, 
should any unexpected emergency arise, to act at least de- 
fensively, until the states already applied to, should have 
their quotas ready for the field. On the citizens of Loui- 
siana and Mississippi fee believed he might securely rely, 
and that their ardour would readily excite them to cqn- 
t^nd with an enemy at their very doors. Well knowing 
the delay incident to bringing militia requisitions expedi- 

L tiously forth, and fearing that some circumstance might 

f arise to jeopardize the safety of the country, before the 
constituted authorities could act, he had already despatch- 
ed his adjutant-general, Colonel Butler, to Tennessee, 
with orders to raise volunteers, and have them in readi-r 
ness to advance to his relief, .whenever it should be re- 
quired. . , 

Every day's intelligence tended to confirm the belief 
that a descent would be made,— t-most probably on New 
Orleans. Anonymous letters, secretly forwarded from 

M 
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Pensacola, and which found their way into the Ameriaa 
camp) suggested this as the point of assault; and many of 
the settlers were apprised by their friends, of the fears eih 
tertained for their safety, and entreated to retire from the 
gathering storm, which) it was feared, would soon burst 
and entirely involve the lower country in wo and run. 
Where, certainly, to expect attack, was as yet unknown. 
The part of the country bordering on Mobile, might be 
assailed; yet, taking into consideration that no very im- 
mediate or decided advantages could be obtained there, 
it was a^ event not much to be apprehended. The neces- 
sity, however, of being prepared at all points, so far as 
the means of defence could be procured, was at ^nce ob- 
vious ; for, as the General in one of his letters remarked, 
** there was no telling where or when the sp'piler migl^ 
come." 

There were now many reasons to expect an early visit, 
and too many causes to apprehend danger, not to desii^ 
that an efficient force might be within convenient distance. 
Colonel Butler was accordingly ordered to hasten forward 
with the volunteers he could procure, and to join hii|i 
without delay. The order reached him at Nashville, op 
the 9th of September, and he forthwith engaged actively 
in it? execution. He directly applied to General Coffee, 
to advance with the ..mounted troops. A general order 
was at the same time issued, bringing to view the dangers 
that threatened, and soliciUng those who were disposed 
to aid in protecting their country from invasion, to unite 
with him at Fayetteville, by the 28th instant The ap- 
peal was not indfectual: ialthough the scene of operadoft 
was at least four hundred miles from the point of rendez- 
vous, the call was promptly obeyed; and two thousand 
able-bodied men, well supplied with rifles and musket^ 
appeared at the appointed time and place, to march wiA 
the brave General Coffee, who bad so often led his troops 
to victory and honour. By proper exertions every thing 
was presently in*complete readiness; and the troops col- 
lected for the campaign, in high spirits, set out for the 
point to which danger, duty, and their country called 
them. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

1 

Colonel Nicholls arrives at Pensacola and issues his proclamation to 
the southern inhabitants. — Attack on Fort Bowyer, and loss of the 
Hermes frigate. — Jackson detemunes to reduce Pensacola.— De- 
mands of the Governor an explanation of his conduct; his answer. 
— Enters and takes possession of Pensacola'.— Conduct and perfidy 
of the Governor. — ^Destruction by the British of Barrancas Fort— 
Our troops return to Mobile. — Expedition against the Indians. — 
General Winchester arrives, and Jackson proceeds to take com- 
mand of New Orleans. 

I. » 

Whether a force were thus concentrating -to act de- 
fensively against an invading enemy, or were intended to 
attack and reduce the rallying point of the Indians and 
British in the Spanish territory, whence they had it in 
their power to make sudden inroads on any part of our 
^coast, as yet all was conjecture. It was a trait in Jackson's 
character, to lock closely in his bosom all his determina- 
tions: it was onl)rto a few, on whom he reposed with un- 
limited confidence, that the least intimation was at any 
time given of his intentions. The idea could scarcely be 

I entertained, that at this time any hostility was meditated 
against Pensacola. The frequent applications he had 
made to the war department, to be indulged in the execu- 
.'tion of this purpose, without having obtained any direc- 
tions or permission to do so, had placed a veto on the pro- 
ject, unless he should venture to risk it on his own respon- ^ 
sibility. 

r . It was impossible he should remain long in doubt, as to 
the course best calculated to assure defence, or to the ul- 
terior objects of the enemy. Colonel Nicholls, with a 
' small squadron of his Britannic majesty's ships, had ar- 

I rived the latter part of August, and taken up his head- 

; ''quarters with Governor Msmrequez. He had been sent in 

advance to sow dissensions among our people, and to 

. draw around his standard the malcontents and traitors of 

the country. His proclamation, issued to the western and 

\ southern inhabitants, full of false statements, and high 
sounding promises, it was hoped would lead them to a 
belief that the government under which they lived was 
forging for them chains: that, not to redress any injuries 
tof Its own, but through the mere dictum of the French 
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emperor, it had declared war against a power, the freest^ 
the happiest, the most moral and religious on earths He 
stated, that he was at the head of a force iimply sufficient 
to reinstate them in those liberties and enjoyments of 
which they had been bereaved, by the designs of " a cqa^ 
temptible few." That such as were disposed to imbrue 
their hands in the blood of their countrymen, might not 
quietly rest, doubting of the assurances proffered them^^ 
he concluded by tendering, as security for all he had said 
and promised, "the sacred honour of. a British officer."* 

He had waited abouttwo weeks, that his proclamaticm 
might take effectual hold, and prepare the inhabitants to 
open their bosoms to receive him,, when, aided by his Itf» 
dian and Spanish allies, he set out to ascertain the effect 
it had wrought. His first visit was to Fort*Bowyer, 
situated on the extreme end of a narrow iie.ck of land^* 
about eighteen miles below the head of Mobile bay, and 
which commanded the entrance. With the loss of one oi 
his ships, and an eye, he had the mortification to learn,) 
that Re had been addressing an incorrigiUe raee, who 
could be neither duped, flattered, nor forced into submis**; 
aion. 

FortBowyer had been heretofore abandoned; and, until 
the arrival of General Jackson in this section of thCt 
country, was indeed ill calculated for serious resistance. > 
On perceiving its importance, he immediately caused it 
to be placed in the best possible state of .defence. So ef-^ 
fectual was its situation in a military point of view, as 
commanding the passes of those rivers which discharged^ 
themselves into the bay, and opened directly to the Indian 
country, that it was with him a matter of surprise it had) 
not been more regarded by the United States, and ;eveii' 
better attended to by our enemies. 

Major Lawrence had the honour to command this spot, • 
the gallant defence of which has given it celebrity, anil-' 
raised him to an elevated stand in the estimation of his' 
country. That at Pensacola, plans of operation were di-^ 
gesting, which had for their object an invasion of our coast ' 
somewhere, was a fact to which Lawrence was- not a' 
Stranger. A disposition to have his little fortress in such ' 
* ■ - ♦ 

* See note A, at the end of the volume, where will be found this 
most extraordinaiy production of a British officer, who acted, no doubt^ 
under instructions irom.his government. 



a State of readiness, as would place it in his power, should 
that be their object, to make a successful and brave de- 
fence;, had prompted him to the most vigorous exertions. 
His whole strength was but one hundred and thirt^Nsen. 
By this Spartan band was evinced a confidence in each 
other, and an unshaken resolution, which left their brave 
commander no room to apprehend dishonour to his flag, 
should even defeat result. 

-The 12th of September determined all doubt of the ob- 
ject which the British had in view. The sentinels brought 
intelligence that a considerable force, consisting 'of In- 
dians, marines, and Spaniards, had landed; and &e same 
day, two brigs and sloops hove in sight, and anchored not 
far distant from the fort. 

For a few days, nothing definitive took place. Early on 
the morning of the 15th, the signals passing from the 
ships to the shore, led Lawrence to believe an assault 
would shortly be made. At half, after four o'clock in the 
evening, every thing being arranged, the Hermes, in the 
van, commanded by Sir W. H. Percy, and the other ves- 
sels close in the rear, anchored within musket shot fire of 
the fort. From her near position, supported by the Caron, 
and brigs Sophia and Anaconda, mounting in all ninety 
guns, she opened a broadside. Colonel NiehoUs and 
Captain Woodbine at the'head of their detachment, com- 
menced a simultaneous attack by land, with a twelve 
pound howitzer, at point blank distance; but, from their 
sand bank fortifications, they wene so quickly driven, as to 
be unable to produce the slightest injury. 

The' action raged with considerable violence. From 
the fort and ships was pouring a continual fire. The 
Hermes having at length received a shot through her 
cable, was driven froni her anchorage and floated with the 
stream. In this situation she was thrown into a position, 
where, for twenty minutes, she received a severely raking 
fire, which did her considerable damage. It was no longer 
possible to control her, whence, drifting with the current, 
she ran upon a sMid bank about seven hundred yards dis- 
tant, where, until late at night, she remained exposed «to 
the guns of the fort Her commander, finding it imprac- 
ticable to be relieved, set her on fire, and abandoned her- 
She continued burning until eleven o'clock, when she blew* 
up* The Caron^ nesX in advance to the Hermes, was . 
considerably injured, and with difficulty went out to sea. 

m2 
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It IS worthy of remark, as evtdenciYig the difference in 
battle, between the two combatants, to mark the conduct 
of British and American officers, under circumstances pre- 
cisd^imilar. Whilst the battle raged, the flag of the 
van ship was carried away, and at this moment she ceased 
to fire. What had caused its disappearance,^ none could 
tell: no other opinion could with propriety be entertained, 
than that it had been hauled down, with a view to yield the 
contest, and surrender. Influenced by this ^ belief, Law- 
rence, with a generosity chai'acteristic of our officers, im- 
mediately desisted from further firing. The appearance 
of a new flag, and a broadside from the ship next the 
Hermes, was the first intelligence received- that such 
was not the fact; .and the contest again raged with renew- 
ed violence. It was but a few minutes^ however, before 
the flag staff of the fort Was also carried -away: but so far 
from pursuitfg the same generous course, that had just 
been witnessed, the zeal oi the enemy was increased, and 
the assault more furiously urged. At this moment N^ 
tholls and Woodbine, at the head of their embattled train, 
perceiving what had happened, that our " star-spangled 
banner" had sunk, at once presuming all danger to have 
subsided, made a most courageous sally from their stix)ng 
Jiold ; and, pushing towards their vanquished foes, were 
alteady calculating on £L rich harvest of blood and prun- 

^ der: but a well-directed fire checked their progress, dissi-' 
pated their expectations, and drove them back, with a ra- 
pidity even surpassing the celerity of their advance. 

Taking into consideration the inequality of force em- 
ployed on opposite sides of this contest, it will appear a 
matter of surprise, that the attack should have tjcrminated 
in the way it did ; — that it was not attended with success 
to our enemy. This circumstance would be a sufficient 
evidence of the bravery and correct conduct of its gallapt 
defenders, were there a totat absence of all other facts ; but 
a belief, that the best way to aVoid disaster was to be in a 
state of readiness to meet it, and a constant assiduity, 
which urged them forward day and night, that they might 
be in a situation calculated for successful defence, are facts 
remembered, and entitle them to the highest commenda* 
tion. From the bay, the attack Was waged with a force 
of six hundred rhen, and ninety guns,of lai^ger caliber 

•than any opposed to them; whilst Upwards of four hun- 
dred Indians and other troops were «ii th^ shore, in rear 
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of th^ fort Lawrence's strengt^i was scarcely. a tenth of 
the enemy's. His fort, hastily prepared for defence, with 
not more than twenty g^ns, was ill calculated for stubborn 
resistance; most of these were of smaH caliber, whilst 
many, from being badly mounted, were incapable of ren- 
dering any essential service in the action: yet, with thia 
inequality, he well maintained the honour of his flag, and 
compelled the enemy, resting in full confidence of success, 
to retire, with the loss of their best ship, and two hundred 
and thirty men killed and wounded; whilst the loss sus- 
tained by the^Americans did not exceed ten. 

Very different were the feelings of the leaders of this 
expedition, from those which had been entertained on set- 
ting out from Pensacola, where every thing had been pre- 
pared for giving success to their plans, and where scarcely 

* a doubt was entertained of the result. Numerous benefits 
were expected to arise from a victory, not in expectancy, 
but already looked to as certain— as an event that could 

• not fail. From it, greater facility would be given to their 
operations ; while Mobile, it was expecte'd, would fall of 
course. This being effected, independent of the strong 
hold already possessed in Florida, an additional advantage 
would be acquired, calculated to prevent all intercourse 
with New Orleans, from this section of the country, enable 
them more easily to procure supplies, and, having ob- 
tained expected reinforcements, to proceed, piloted by the 
Indians, across to the Mississippi, and cut off all communi- 
cation with the western states. To render the blow effec- 
tual, was important; that, by impressing at once the inha- 
bitants with an idea of their prowess, the proclamations 
already, disseminated might claim a stronger influence on 
doubting minds. The force employed,Wd its disposition, 
was calculated to attain these ii^ished for results. While 

' the attack should be furiously waged by the ships from 
the bay, and the forces on the shore, the yells of three or 
four hundred savages in the rear, it was calculated would 
strike the defenders of this fort with such panic, as to make 
them, at the first onset, throw down their arms, and cla- 
mour for mercy. This belief was so sanguinely entertain- 
ed, that obstinate resistance had never been thought of. 
I>ifferent was the reality — instead of triumph, they had met 
defeat. The only badges of victory they could present 
their friends^ with whom, but a few days before, with flat- 
tering promises they had parted, were shattered hulks, 
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that could scarcely keep above the water, and deeks co- 
vered with the dead and wounded. 

^ The three vessels that retired from the contest were 
considerably injured, and with difiiculty proceeded to sea^ 
leaving NichoUs and Woodbine, with their friends and 
allies on shore, to make good their retreat, as cireum* 
stances and their own discretion should permit. 

On the morning of the 14th, Jackson, fearing, from 
every thing he had learned, that an attack would be made, 
had set out in a boat trom. Mobile, to visit Fort ^owyer, 
to examine its situation, and have such arrangements 
made as would add to its strength, and obtain that secu^ 
rity which its re-establishment had been designed to ef- 
fect. He proceeded down the bay, and had -arrived within 
a few miles of the place, when he met an eis^ress from 
Lawrence, bringing intelligence of t|}e enemy's arrival, 
and requesting that assistance might be immediately sent 
to his relief. The General hastened back, and reaching 
Mobile late at night, despatched. a brig with eighty men, 
under the comfnand of Captain Laval. Not being able 
to reach his point of destination, until the next day, and 
finding every place of entrance blocked up by the besiegers,: 
he ran his brig to the land, determined to remain there 
until night, when, under cover of its darkness, he hoped to^ 
succeed in throwing into the fort himself ^md the rein- 
forcement under his command. The battle, however, 
having in the mean time commenced, presented new dif- 
ficulties, and restrained the execution of his purpose^ 
unless he should venture to encounter greater hazard thaa 
prudence seemed to sanction* The Hermes, on being 
driven from her anchorage, had, at the time of her explo- 
sion, floated and grounded in a direction, which, fix)m the 
position she occupied, placed her immediately in the rear 
of the fort. This circumstance well accounted for the 
mistake with which he was impressed, and led Captain 
Laval to suppose, that the fort had been blown up, and 
that his brave countrymen had all perished. He imme- 
diately set out for Mobile, and reported to the command- 
ing general the destruction and loss that had happened. 
Jackson declared it was impossible; that he had heard the^ 
explosion, and was convinced it was on the water— not on 
the shore. Perhaps his great anxiety, more than any re- 
ality, had constituted this refined and essential difference 
in sound. If, however, the disaster communicated wer« 
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aft reported, hid Own situation being thereby tendered pre- 
caridiis, something was necessary to be done to repair the 
loss^ and regain a place, for manyneasons too important 
to be yielded* His principal fears were, lest the strengfth 
df the enemy should be greatly increased, before his ex- 
pected reinforcements could arrive, who would be thereby 
enabled to extend his inroads, and paralyze the zeal of the 
country^ It was not a time for deliberation as to the 
Qourse most advisable to be pursued. He determined at 
Qvery hazard to retake the fort; and to that end a general 
.order was issued for the departure of the troops^ Every 
thing was nearly in readiness, when a despatch arrived 
frbm Lawrence, proclaiming the pleasing intelligence, that 
all was safe, and that the enemy, beaten and vanquished, 
had retired. 

* The British had now retired to Fensacola, to dispose of 
the wounded, refit their vessels, and be ready, as soon a^ 
circumstances would permit, to make another descent, on 
soime less guarded point. So long as this, their only 
plape of refuge and retreat on the southern coast, was left 
i^ their possession, it was impossible to calculate on the 
consequences'that might arise. The commanding gene- 
ral entertained a suspicion that this was merely a leint^ 
and that the object or their wishes and designs, so soon as 
a fiufficieiit force should arrive, would be New Orleans. At 
this place, he believed his presence most material, to as- 
certain and guard the important passes to the city, and to 
coficert some system and plan of general defence. His 
f(0elings^ however, would not permit him to depart, and 
teave the settlements on the Mobile open to an attack, 
from forces immediately in the neighbourhood, which 
might reduce them, and thereby gain a position whence 
they might obtain supplies, and be placed nearer the ulti- 
mate point, against which, most probably, their views 
we're intended to be directed. His regret was - indeed 
great, that time after time, without the least success, he 
had urged and entreated his government for permission 
to take possession of a place where so many dangers 
th^atened, and where every assistance and encourage- 
ment wa^ afforded the British; and that regret was in- 
cfteased, now, when he saw the very evils springing into 
existence, to which he had so often endeavoured to draw 
tHeir attention, and which were jeopardizing the safety of 
the entire lower country. To him, the defence of this. 
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district had been entrusted: it ^as incumbent on him to 
render a just account of his stewardship, and zealously to 
support his well-earned reputation. Unless Pensacola 
were reduced, it was vain to think of defending the 
country: it would be involved in ruin. Anxiously con- 
cerned for the general good, he could discern no other 
channel through which safety was to be effected, than bj 
hazarding, on his own responsibility, the reduction of 
this place, — a rendezvous for the enemy. 

Jackson and his government had ever viewed this sul^ 
ject in very different lights : they were not willing to risk 
an act which might Involve the possibility of a contest 
with Spain, for the sake of removing what they considered 
an unimportant grievance: he thought it of more serious 
import, and did not believe it could a£ford even a.prete:£t 
for rupture between the two nations. If Spain, through 
her agents, gave assistance and aid to our enemy, or per- 
mitted and encouraged a power with whom she was ait 
peace to be thus harassed and annoyed, she deserved to 
be placed on the list of enemies, and treated accordingly. 
If, however, Glteat Britain, taking advantage of the de- 
fenceless state of her province, claimed to have free egress, 
in exclusion' of her authority, she could have no well- 
founded cause of. complaint against the injured power, 
which should claim to hold it, until such time as, by 
bringing a sufiicient force, she iHight be in a situation to . 
support her neutrality, and enforce obedience to her laws. . 
Upon either ground, he thought it might be sufficiently 
justified. There was one, however, on which it could be 
placed, where he well knew nothing could result, beyond 
his own injury j^ and on this issue he was willing to trust 
it If complaint should be made, his government, having 
lieyer extended to him an authority, might, with pro- 
priety, disavow the act; and, by exposing him to censure 
and punishment, would offer an atonement for the outrage, . 
and Spain, in justice, could demand no more. The at- 
tack x)n Mobile point was a confirmation of his previous 
conjectures, as to the views of the enemy; and, from that 
moment, he determined to advance against, and reduce 
Pensacola, throw a sufficient force in theJBarrancas, hold 
them until the principles of right and neutrality were 
better respected, and rest the measure on his own respon- 
sibility. Believing this the only course calculated to as^ 
»ure ultimate security, he decided with firmness, and re- 
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solved to execute his intentions so soon as General Coffee 
should arrive with the volunteers from Tennessee. 

It was now rumoured, and generally accredited, that a 
very considerable fprce would shortlf sail from England, 
destined to act against some, part of the United States; 
jv^here, none could tell; rumour, and public opinion, fixed 
its destination for New Orleans. The importance of this 
^lace was well known to our enemy; it was the key to the 
entire commerce of the western country. Had a descent 
been made a few months before, it might have been easily 
taken; but the British had confidently entertained iht bc- 
Jief, that they could possess it at any time, without diffi- 
culty. England and France having ended their long 
pending controversy, it was presumed that the French 
people of Louisiana, sensibly alive to the great benefits the 
English had conferred upon their native country, would, 
"on their first appearance, hail their deliverers, and at once 
become their vassals. Independent of this, they imagined 
the black population would afford the means of exciting 
insurrection and massacre, and deluging the country in 
blood. Whether a resort to this kind oi warfare, which 
involves the deepest wretchedness^ and equally exposes to 
ruin the innocent as the guilty, — ^the femsde asithe soldier, 
— shofild be sanctioned by a nation professing a high sense 
qf moral feeling; or whether a nation that adopts such a 
system, merits countenance from the civilized world, are 
questions on which we should not fear the decision even' 
of an Englishman, could he but divest himself of that ani- 
mosity and hatred, which, from infancy, he learns to enter- 
tain towards the Americai^s. To this, and many other 
acts equally in violation of the rules that should govern 
lionpurable warfare, may be traced the cause of those deep- 
rooted inveteracies in the breasts of our citizens, towards 
those of England, which time, and a different course ot 
conduct, can alone remove. Why such hostility has been 
indulged towards us, it is difficult to determine; unless ' 
tlie crime of our revolution, has disposed them to visit the 
sins of the father upon the child, with a determination 
Jthey shall never be mrgiven or forgotten. Certain it is, 
ihat the United States have received a greater number of 
insults and injuries from this power, than from all the na- 
tions of the earth to|^ether: the hoary locks of a father, 
torn off by the merciless Indian, — the innocent, helpless 
female, bleeding by savage torture, — and the unoffending 
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babe, dragged from the beating bosom of its mother, mi . 
butchcrea m her sight, are cruelties that can be traced to 
British influence: yet these people and ourselves are de- 
scended from the same fathers — speak the sanje language 
— arcLgoverned by the same laws— and are similar in man: 
ners and customs. But to inquire into the causes of na- 
tiomvl feeling, belongs not to the historian; it is his duty 
only to detau facts. The war is over; peace is restored; 
and the two nations, and their citi^^ns, by a mutual re- 
spect, aild forbearance towards each other, should endea- . 
Your to promote that friendship and intercourse, which it 
is evidently the interest of both to preserve, and which, we 
hope, may be lasting. 

Thft expected reinforcements were, now announced. 
General Coffee, with his brigade, had arrived at the cut 
off^ not far from Fort St Stephens, on the Mobile river. 
In addition to the force with which he commenced his' 
march, he had been strengthened by the arrival of others, 
who had followed and overtaken him at this place ; so that 
.his whole number was now about twenty-eight hundred. 
To make the necessary arrangements for an immediate 
march, General Jackson, on the 26th day of October, re- 
paired to*<Joffee*s camp. A dependence on himself to 
further the objects of the government and the cause of the 
country, had been his constant lot from the commence- 
ment of his military career; and a similar resort, or failure 
to the enterprise, was now to be assayed. Jlloney was 
wanted — the quarter-masters were destitute of funds; and 
the government credit was insufficient to procure the ne* 
cessary means to change the position of an army: thus 
situated, with his limited funds, and loans effected on his 
own credit and responsibility, he succeeded in carrying his 
plans into effect, and in hastening his army to the place of 
its destination and usefulness. 

; The difficulty of subsisting cavalry on the route, render- 
ed it necessary that part of the brigade should proceed on 
foot Although Coffee's brigade had volunteered in the 
service as mounted men, and expected no different dispo- 
sition would be made of them, yet they cheerfully acqui* 
esced in the order; and one thousand, abandoning their 
horses to subsist as they could on the reeds that grew 
along the river bottoms^ prepared to commence^ the 
march. Being supplied with rations for the trip, on the 
2d day of November the line of march was taken up, and 



CHAFTSn VII. 145 

PensacolaL reached on the 6th. The British and Spaniards 
had obtained intelligence of the approach and intended at-. 
tack; and every thing was in readiness to dispute their 
passage to the town. The forts were garrisoned, and pre- 
pared for resistance; batteries, formed in the principal 
sti^eets; and the British vessels moored within the bay, 
and so disposed as to command the main entrances which 
^ led into Pensacola. 

The American army, consisting of part of Coffee's brir 
gade, the regulars, and a few Indians, in all about three 
thousand men, had arrived within a miie and a half of this 
rallying point for our enemies, and formed their encamp- 
. ment Before any final step was taken, the General con- 
I eluded to make a further application to the governor, and 
I to leani what course, at the present moment, he would 
I make it necessary for him to pursue. To take possession 
^ of Pensacola, and dislodge the British, was indispensable: 
to do it under such circumstances, however, as should im- 
press the minds of the Spaniards with a conviction, that 
the invasion of their territory was a measure resorted to 
from necessity, not choice, and from no disposition to in- 
fringe or violate their lieutral rights, was believed to be 
essential. It was rendered the more so, on the part of 
Jackson, because a measure of his own, and wanting the 
sanction of his government. Previously, therefore, to 
■'. having recourse to any act of open hostility, he determined 
: once more to try the effect of negotiation, that he might 
i ascertain certainly and correctly, how far the governor 
I felt disposed to preserve a good understanding between 
the two governments., 
Major Piere was accordingly despatched with a flag, to 
; disclose the objects intended to be attained by the visit, 
I and to require that Forts Barrancas, St. Rose, and St 
Michael, should be immediately surrendered to the United 
i States, until Spain, by furnishing a sufficient force, might 
\ be able to preserve unimpaired her neutral character. He 
i was charged by the General with a candid and explicit 
• statement of his views, and instructed to require of the 
^ governor a decisive and positive declaration of the course 
he intended to pursue. 

This mission experienced no very favourable result. 
On approaching St. Michael's, Major Piere was fired 
upon and compelled to return. Whether this were done 
by the Spaniards, or by their allies and friends who were 
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«oj6«fiiia|t with them^ -wjas not a miftt^risil mquii*y. The 
Spanish nag was : displayed -on the forty aiid binder it the 
outrage*^ was comniittedt though it was at fact well asc^^ 
tained, that until the day before the British flag hiid bees 
allBo associated : thisi oii th^-arrival of Jackson^ had be^ 
remoyed, and the colours of Spain le^ which were de- 
signed to afford protection- to our enemies, and a pretext 
for every injury. • Thia condu^ct, so^ ttnjprpvokied, aad 
withal so directly in opposition to^ the. principles smd prac- 
tice of civilized warfare, might teive w^U determined the 
General to abstain from further fbrhearancei*, and to pro- 
ceed immediately to the accompUshment of his views:, but 
a consciousness, that although the jreduction of tbi^ place 
was required by circumstances of the hiigliet^ necessity, 
yet fearing' it might betcbnie a cauae of national- difficulty, 
he was prompted to act with every possible deiy>erati<m 
and cvation. A sense of hiimatiity, too^. towards these 
people^ who, hk was'«atislied,vwere'acting not from any 
choice or discretion of their own, but by the authority of 
the British, induced a wish that the objects of his yisit 
might be effected without mat^i^al injury to them. De- 
termining, therefore, to understax^the governor fuHyj. pre- 
viously to proceeding to extremities,, he again despatched 
4 letter to him, not by any ^ his officers, for . after such 
perfidy he was unwilling,' and felt it unssile to'risk theni, 
but by a Spanish corporal^ Who. had been taken on. the 
route the day befb.re. JByliim^ it was required to be 
known, why the fdnner application which had been made, 
instead of being tnet with a^ becoming i^irit ^of concilia- 
tion, had been insulted. In answer, he. received from the 
governor a <;o«firmati«n of the opinion he had previously 
entertained, that' .what had been d«ie was ndt prcmeHy 
chargeable on him, but the ^ngliadii that he had no 
agency in the ti^ansaction pf which he complained,: and as- 
sured him of his perfect wilUngnessto receive any oye^ 
tttres he might be pleased to liiake. • This was joyful 
tidings; and no time was to be lost in meeting the offer. 
If negbtiation shwuld: place in his hands' the different for- 
tresses^ before information of it could be had by .the Bri- 
tish shipping lying in the bay, Irj^tward: channel might 
be efiRe^tually stopped, and the itf«ai»»^/)f ejtcape entirely 
cut offl Major Fierev Was accordingly sent off, at a late 
hour of. the nighty to detail to the gbvemdr tjKe reasons 
which had rendered the pr^ent descent proper^ >nd toin- 



oiiAFnttK.mti. ' I4T 



'> 



iidst oil thc^ <!:;oiidifioAf already noticed^ u atene cateulate^ 
to Insure. safety to the United States, aad.giye pcotection 
to the provinces of Florida. He vras particularly instruct* 
^d to impress oil his coBSideratioii the most friendly senti- 
'ineittB, and to. assure .hixji^that are-^urreiid^r would be 
madcf so spon as Spaio^ by the arrival of a sul^cieiit force, 
could protect her territory froitt- the inroads of a power at 
war with the United States^ imd which, through an 
opening thua affoi^ed to a violation of the neutrality of 
Spain, was enabled, and had. akeady produced -to her con* 
al4erabje injury. . I^. his commumcs^tion to the governor, 
ke riemarks, "I come not as the enemy of Spain; not to 
ms^ke war, but to ask peacef. to demand security for my 
country, and that respect- to which she is entitled and 
ixiuflt receive* Myfoiicq is> sufficient and my determlna* 
tion taken, to pr^vem- a future repetition of the injuries 
^e haa received. I deniand^ therefore, the possession of 
the Barrancas, and other fortifications, with all your mu- 
nitions of war. If delivered, peaceably, the whole will be 
rieceipted for, and become the subject of future arrange* 
ment by €»ur re;»poetivie government^ ; while the property, 
laws, and religion of your .citiaens shall be respected. But 
if taken by ab, appeal to arms, let the blood of your sub- 
jects be upon your o^rnheadw I will not bold, my self re- 
sponsible lor the conduct of my enraged soldiers. One 
hour is given for your deliberation, when your determina- 
tion must be had^" . •. • ^ 

The council was called, and the propositions mad^ con- 
sidered, when the conclusion v/as taken that they could 
not be acceded to... Soon as the answer was received, 
evincing that nothing peaceably <5ould be effected, Jackson 
resolved, to urge his army forward; and, immediately 
commencing his march, proceeded to- the accomplishment 
of his object, determih^ to effect it, in despite of danger, 
ami of consequences* '< .• ^' 

* £arly on the moming of. the Tthj the army was in mo- 
tion. To foster the idea,^ that fee would march and reach 
the town aloiig the road^ on which h^ was encamped,: a 
detachment of iive hundred- men was sent forward, with 
orders to show themsej,^. in this direction, with a view 
to amuse and derp^^|('ke enemy; while, urging rapidly 
OB, with the str* ^s r- ^f hia army, he reached Pensacola. 
at a diferent 4^^ pectcd point. Thip stratagem auc- 
ceededK.^^ Bx^ looking for his appearance where the 
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deUcfameiit was seen^ had formed their vessels across the 
bay, and were waiting his approach, with their guns pro- 
perly bearing: nor had they an intimation to the contrary, 
until our troops were descried upon the beach, on the 
east side, where they were at too great a distance to be 
annoyed from the flotilla; and whence, pushing forward, 
they were presently in the streets^ and under cover of the 
houses. 

One company, from the third regiment of infantry, with 
two field pieces, formed the advance, led by Captain La- 
-val, who tell, severely wounded, while, at the head of his 
command, he was charging a Spanish battery, formed in 
the street The left column, composed of the regular 
troops, the third, thirty-ninth, and forty-fourth regiments, 
headed by Majors Woodruff and Piere, formed the left, 
next the bay. The dismounted volunteers proceeded 
down the street, next the regulars: Coffee^s brigade n^xt, 
on their right: the Mississippi dragoons, commanded by 
Colonel Hinds, and the Choctaw Indians by Major Bhie, 
of the thirty-ninth, advanced on the extreme right of alL 
Captain Laval's party, although deprived of their leader, 
moved forward, and, at the point of the bayonet, took posr 
session of die battery in their front So quickly was this 
effected, that the Spaniards had it in their power to make 
but three fires, before they were forced to abandon it 
From behind the houses and garden fences, were constant 
volleys of musketry discharged, until the regulars arriving, 
met the Spaniards, and drove them from their positions. 
The governor, panic struck, trembling for the safety of 
his city, and remembering the declaration of the General, 
that, if driven to extremes, he should not attempt to re- 
strain, or hold himself i*esponsible for his enraged soldiers, 
hastened, bearing a flag in his hand, to find the com- 
mander, and seek to stay the carnage. He was met by 
Colonels Williamson and Smith, at the head of the dis^ 
mounted troops, when, with Altering speech, he entreated 
that mercy might be extended, and promised to consent to 
whatever terms might be demanded. 

General Jackson had stop{>e4 for a moment at the spot 
where Laval had fallen, and was atthis time in the rear. 
Receiving information that an offer\fld been made by the 
^vemor to comply with every demsth^l^heretofore made, 
he hastened to the intendant house, ^srotained a confir- 
mation of what had previously been commanicai^ to hhn, 
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"that iiie tbwtfi arseiifiSs, and-muiiiUons of war, Mid in fiu;t» 

Vhateyer wun required, sliould itninedUlely imd .without 

delay be surrendered. ' - 

^ No time was lost by G^ef*ai JiBicluon m procuriiig what 

was^ considered by him, of yitai impottance*— the suiren* 

aer of the fbrti^ - Although greater benefits would have 

K Wen derivedy had the succiQss of «ieg^ation placed them 

privately in His hands, without its bemg previously known 

to his enetnie^ yet even now their poiisession was not to 

be neglected.- Their occupiancy was necessary still to hit 

f)Wn'seeuritj^-^to check any dengn that nught he m agita* 

lion. ' What was -the foi^ce opposed to him; at what mo* 

I in!^t reiiifbrcements might appear cff Piensacola, and 

I thereby give aii entire change to things, as tkey at present 

'existed^ Were matters of which no c'erti^n idea could be 

; farmed. To pos^ss the Barrancas, which lay fourteen 

mites to the west, was a Cotistderation of the first, inapor^ 

t^nce;; still, until the town and its ford^sses were se* 

ttrre'd^ it wasimproper to witlidraw ^e army to so great a 

. uistance, . ^ * » - f . 

^ Notwithstanding the assurances given by .the govemor» 

t6at all diflbrehces would be dccomnoodated, and everything 

I insisted'pn agreed to, Fort St. Michael was still withheld; 

I Captain Dinkins was (mlered to take post on Mount St. 

I Bernard, form his ■ batteriesy and reduce it He was iii 

' & situailott to dct, wh^en the commandant. Colonel Sotto, 

cfrdered His flag taken down, and- the fort to be surren* 

I- dered.'- '.—,'"'' .'•-»'•■ 

\ '; It is cunous to observe the treachisry of the Spaniards, 

and the unpardonable method they took to indulge their 

i rancour and splfcen. Previously to striking his colours, 

the commandant at St. Michael asked permission to dis- 

. cihai^e his guns j to this there could be no objection, and 

the indulgence was readily extended; 4>ut^ faithless' and 

I cowardly, he levelled, and fited his pieces^ charged with 

[ Scrape, at a p^rty of dragoons arid Qhoctaw Indians, who 

' Were at a small distance, which killed three horses and 

wounded two meni Such unpairdOnable conduct, indc- 

I l)endent of other wrongs and injuries already noticed^ 

>ii^ht have justified any treatment; the destruction of the 

garrison would not have been an unmerited chastisement 

;The General was on his way to Mount St Bernard, where 

i his artillery was planted, when he received inteiligence of 

I 'What had been done; He determined no longer to coa>. 

•■ '■ . .N 2 

» ' ■ • 
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fide in persoiw no faithless, ssd whose only object seemed 
to deceive, but at once to make the sword the u^biter be- 
tween them. Hiscannon were already turned towards the 
fort, the resolution taken to batter it down, and carry it 
by storm, when it was announced by the officer he had left 
in command at Pensacola, that the capitulation had been 
agreed on, and a surrender would be made in half an hour. 
Sensible of the delicate situation in which he was placed, 
and desirous to spare the effusion of blood, he forelxMre to 
obey the impulse their unwarrantable conduct had so 
justly excited, and forthwith despatched c^tain Dinkins 
to inaist on an immediate delivery; at the same time giving 
him directions to carry it by storm if the demand was not 
instantly complied with. 

Difficulties promised thus peaceably to terminate. The 
day being far spent, and the General greatly indisposed, 
until the next morning, no step could be taken to obtain 
possession of the Barrancas. •- On the credit of -the go- 
vernor's promises, -made first on their entrance to the 
town, the principal part of the army had been ordered a 
short distance without * Understanding, at St. Bernard,, 
that what had been required would be done, and that no 
further delay inet with, the General had set out ttf the en- 
campment, leaving Major Piere behind, with a sufficient 
force to preserve every thing in safety and quietness. He 
was astonished, early in the morning, to learn that the 
officer despatched to St. Michael, the preceding evening, 
had, on his arrival, been threatenedto be fired on by Colo- 
nel Sotto: possession, however, was yielded, on being 
made to understand, that if the fort were not delivered 
instantly, and without further parley, it would be carried 
forcibly, at:^ the garrison put to the sword, A capitula- 
tion was now agreed on: Pensacola« and the different for- 
tresses, were to be retained, until Spain could better main-> 
tain her authority; while the rights and privileges of her 
citizens were to be respected. 

Every thing was in readiness, on the.fbllowing day, to 
march and take possession of Barrancas fort. The faith- 
less conduct of yesterday had determined Jackson on the 
execution of his plans, nor longer to confide in Spaniards' 
promises; but on reaching the place, to carr^ it by force, 
if it were not immediately surrendered. Major Piere was 
ordered to give the command of the city to Colcmel Hayne, 
and report himself at camp; previously, however, to re- 
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driiig', to require of the governor to execute an authority 
to the commandant of the fort, to deliver it; and* in the 
event he would not comply immediately, to arrest him, 
and every public officer, and hold them as prisoners. -The 
order lor its delivery had been signed, and the line of 
march ready to be taken up, to advance and receive it,— 
peaceably, if the order would effect it-— forcibly, if not— 
when a tremendous explosion in that direction, followed 
by two others, in quick succession, excited the apprehen- 
sion that all was destroyed. To ascertain, certainly, 
whence the noise had proceeded, one of his aids was des- 
patched, with two hundred men, to reconnoitre and obtain 
intelligence* He presently returned, and confirmed what 
had been previously apprehended, that the fort was blown 
up, and that the Brmsh shipping had retired from the 
bay. ' • 

Although* the repairing this place might be productive 
of numerous advantages, as keeping the enemy, during 
the expected descent on the lower country, from having in 
their possession a point where they might prepare their 
expeditions, and where, in despite of every vigilance that 
could be used, they might t>btain ample supplies; yet, in- 
asmuch as the act was unauthorized by his government, 
Jackson felt himself restrained from incurring any expense 
for the re-establishment of what had been Uius treacher- 
ously destroyed. Though disappointed in the object he 
had principally in view^ Jie nevertheless believed that 
some of the benefits intended and expected would result 
'This strong- hold, which had so long given protection to 
the hostile savages, and where they had been excited to 
acts of war and cruelty, was asssuled, and the Indians 
taught, that even here, safety was not to be found. The 
valour and good conduct of his troops had impressed on 
the minds of the Spaniards 3, respect for the character of 
his country, which, hitherto, they had not entertained; 
and the British, by being dislodged, were prevented from 
maturing and settling those plans which were to give ef- 
ficacy to their future operations against the southern sec- 
tion of the Union: but, as the means of maintaining and 
defending it had been destroyed, it was unnecessary to 
think of garrisoning and attempting to hold it. It was 
accordingly concluded to re-deliver all that had been sur- 
rendered, and retire to Fort Montgomery. Jackson was 
ti^ more disposed to adopt this course from a belief that 
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the Brldsh, yrho bad Milled from PetiMCOla, would wmHi^ 
bly make their Way to Fort Bowyer, and^ >iri^ A know* 
ledge of the principal att^ngth of the army being alr^jv 
seek to aim a^ blow somewhere on ^e Mobile* An «x^ 
press was immediately hastened to Coionel Sparks, whi 
had been left in command at this pl&ce, annonncmg whal 
had transpired, suggesting appreheiiflions for hl> 9iiletyi 
and notifying. hini, in the event of ta attack, to palry th^ 
danger until the regular troops, who wottid be iirged for- 
ward with every Industry, should arrive to support him* • 

two days after elitering the town, he ababdtmod sU 
Previously to retiring, he wippte to Governor Monreque^i 
and, after stating to film the causes which hiidindiiced hlxB^ 
justifiably, as he f>elieved, to enter hi^ territory, he t^in 
concluded : ^ A^ the Barrancas and'iiie ad|acent fi:>rtresse9 
have been surrendered to* and blown up by the British) 
contrary to the g*ood faith I had reposed fe your, pro^ 
mises, it is out of my power to protect and gita^d' yovf 
neutrality, as otherwise I ishould have done< The enemy 
has retreated^ the hostile Creeks have fled for safety H 
the forest; and I iioaI retire from- your town,- leaving yon 
to re-occupy your forts^ and protefct the rig^hts of yow- 
dtiz^ns."". ' -^ '.'•• ■ . • •■• 

Much is due to the calmness and intrepidity of conduct 
displayed by the troops in their adtaaoe on the t^woi 
against the batteries that were formed in the; -streets, the 
fort, knd the fleet lying in the bay, bu^t inortB for their qp- 
derly, open, and generous cohduct.tO'virards a people wlv^ 
had wholly outraged every principle of correct conduct; 
and who, even at the ihoment when the swt)rd was made 
the appeal, and the blow they nieritedbniy stayed by hu- 
manity, wercj still pursuing li course of faithfessness anji 
treachery, and clearly evincing a dispositioh to aid and as- 
sist our enemies: yet, under such circumstances, whiqii 
certainly would have warranted a less fehient course^ not 
a single irregularity was committed, or the rights of kidi- 
viduals at all molested. So ^exemplary wad the deport- 
ment of our officers, and the c6nduct of our soldiers, as to 
extort high complimentl^ from the Spkniards^ and to^idiioe 
the declaration that our Indians had behaved* wltliimcMie , 
decency and propriety than their friend^ with whon» tteey 
had just parted. When we remember, what is undoniibfy 
the fact, that the British had been alw^s well- receivisd by 
the inhabitants of Florida, ivho hmd rendci^ed th^i 'ev^x^y 
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ttBsUtance and protection, in their power; and who, from 
' their^isposition to aid them, had even brought difficulties 
upon themselves, ingratitude and injustice may be well 
charged, when it is recollected that these friends, who 
had been so well regarded, on retreating from Pensacola, 
carried off three or four hundred slaves, not their own, in 
despite of the remonstrances and repeated demands of the 
owners to have them restored. 

Our loss in this expedition was quite inconsiderable. 
The left column alone met resistance, and had fifteen or 
twenty wounded — ^none killed. It appears, indeed, strange, 
that three heavy pieces of artillery, charged with grape 
and cannister, and three times fired against a column ad* 
vancing through a narrow street, should not have ^ected 
greater injury. Of the number wounded, was Lieutenant 
Fk>urnoy, a promising young man, who, having gone out 
as a volunteer,, was, on account of his merit, promoted to 
a lieutcinancy in the forty-fourth United States' regiment. 
By a -cannot shot, he lost his leg. Captain Laval being 
too dangerously injured to be removed, was confided by 
the General to the clemency of the governor of Pensacola, 
who humanely gave him that attention bis situation re- 
quired. 

The Indian waniors, Who had taken refuge in Pensa- 
cola, finding themselves abandoned by the British, fled 
across the country, and sought safety on the Appalachico- 
la: many were afforded shelter on board the shipping, from 
which they were shortly afterwards re-landed, to prosecute 
the war after their own manner ; and in their own way. 
Jackson determined they should have no rest, or respite- 
from danger, so long as a warlike attitude was preserved. 
Recent events had shown them, that neither the valour of 
their allies, nor their own exertions, could aiford them 
protection. He believed it an auspicious moment to pur- 
sue them in th^ir retreat; increase still further their lears 
and apprehensions ; and effectually cut up that misplaced 
confidence, which had already well nigh proved their ruin. 
Understanding that those who were carried off from Pen- 
sacola had been landed on the Appalachicola, and a depot 
of all necessary supplies there established. Major Blue, of 
the thirty-ninth regiment, was sent off, on the I6th, at the 
head of a thousand mounted men^ with orders to follow 
and attack them, and destroy any of their villages he might 
find on his ro'ute. General Mcintosh, of the Georgia mi- 
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Utia, Uien in the Cr«ek coimtiy, was m|»pmed of lAm dbite 
tioatioiif ai|d directed . to co^operate^ thut the WPttgea 
might be assailed and dispersed^ before they should bav« 
it in their pt^er ta attempt hoittlities against the. frei^ 
tiers^ HaiViii|; effected this.phjecty they were cohered ta 
repair to Mobile, to aid in its defence. . ■ ' * 

Shortly after the American afmy had retired, ^ttt 
Spaniards comihenced rebuilding Forts Barrancas and. 
St. Rose^ which they had lost through the imprtyper inter- 
ference of their friends. Anxious to regoun that confidence 
they had justly forfeited, the British offered their services 
to assist in the re^establishment This offer was refiisedf 
and an answer reamed by the governor, that when ai$-. 
ustance was in fact needed, he wouM make s^plicatios. 
to his friend General Jackson- 
There was nothihg now 90 much desired by Uie Gene- 
ral, as. to be able to depart for New Orleans, wherf he sip^ 
prehended the grci^test, danger, . and wher^ he bdieyed hu - 
presence was most material. He had already effected a 
partial security for Mobile, and the inhabitants on Its bo^^ 
ders; and such as he believed might be preserved, by pro* 
per vigilance and activity in those who were left in com- 
mand. He determined to set out on the 22d for the 
Mississippi; and, by his e^^^rtions, seek to place the 
country m such a situation for defence as the means within 
his teach would permit. His health, was still delicate, 
which almost wholly unfitted him for the duties he had to > 
encounter: but his constant expectation ;of a liurgeforce; 
appearing soon on the coast, . impelled him to action. 'r 
Added to the fatigues, incident, to his statioh^ he as yet . 
had no brigadier-general to relieve him of many of those 
duties which he had neither time nor strength to meet. 
General Winchester had beei^ ordered to Join him. He 
had not yet arrived, but was daily looked for.. In expec* 
tation of his speedy approach, Xackson was m^ii^ every 
necessary arrangement for investing him .with the com- • 
mand of Mobile, and for his own departure. Colonel • 
Hayne, the ins^ector-general, was4espatcbed to the mouth ' 
of the Mississippi, to examine whether in that direction ' 
there was any eligible site, where, by erecting batteries, : 
the river might b^ commanded, and an ascent prevented,, 
if through this route attempted. General Coffee and 
Colonel Hinds, with the dragoons fro^ tliie territory, were 
ordered to march, with thair commands, and take a posi* 
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liim M(^ GonYeiii»t to New Oi^leansas tiiey corM obtain a 
sufScienoy of forage, to recruit dieir horses; having regard 
jia apme icentnj pofait> whence they itnight, without loss of 
-|iiiie9 proceed yhereyer danger should be most imminent 
fvery tiling being arraneed, and intelligence receiyedthat 
General Winchester had reached the Alabama rivery and 
was near at handt Jjaclison,en the 23d day of November, 
M*t Mobile for the city of New Orleans, where he arrived 
#a'the Ut <^ Pecionber; .and where his head-quarters 
w^re^ for the present^ esti^lished. 



CHAPTER Vin- 

i^Aam*s tomspondaite with the governor of Louiaiuuu— Bis ad* 
.. drew to. the cidaens.-^lfili^ from Tennessee and Kentucky ad*, 
vaaee]^ iuad ^enetal plans adopted fot defenGe.*- Pkn for filling de« 
Mnqoendesui the: anBy.rr-British shipping amve on the coast— 
1.088 of the Sea Horse. — ^Battle .<>n the lake, and loss of the gun 
boats. — ^Jackson reidews the militia. — Hiis address to then)<--^I)eten« 
tion of hid flag. — ^Anecdote.^£^presses sent to Generals Cofiee ttid 
CartnU.'-r-Deckration of Martial W at: New Orleans. — ^The British 
€^e0t a laiidii^y and Jackson prepares to meet them. 

.Gsy^BAi^ JajQxson was now on a new theatre^ and soon 
to be brought. in collision with. an enemy different from 
m^Y he had yet encountered: the time had arrived to call 
forth all the energies he possessed.. His military career, 
from its. commencement, had been obstructed by innume- 
rable difficulties, but far greater v^ere now rising to his 
view. His body worn down by sickness and exhaustion, 
with a tnlnd constantly alive to the apprehension, that, 
with the means given him, it would not be in his power 
tfr satisfy his own wishes, and the expectations of his 
country, were circun^stances well Calculated to depress 
him* He was as yet without sulRcient strength or prepa* 
ration^ to attenipdb successful opposition against the nume* 
roua and welMrained troops whieh were expected shprtjy 
«t some unprepared point, to enter and lay waste the lower 
country^ What was to be hoped frOjm the clemency and 
generous conduct -of such a foe, their march to the city of 
Waslu^gtpn already aiipouneed; while the imagination 
jpoirtray^ in lively cotours a repetjtkm in Jhe south of 
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scenes of desolation, even suriiassiBg what had prevmrslf 
heen witnessed. 

No troops, arms, or ammunition had yet descended 
from the states of Kentucky and Tennessee. His only re- 
liance for defence, if suddenly assailed, was on the few re- 
gulars he had, the volunteers of General Coffee, and such 
troops as the state itself' could furnish. What might be 
the final result of things, under prospects gloomy as the 
present, should an enemy shortly appear, was not a matter 
of difficult conjecture. His principal fears were, thiaft 
Mobile might fall, the left bsmk or the Mississippi be' 
gained, all communication with the western states cut 
off, and Ne^ Orleans thus, unavoidably be reduced. Al- 
though continually agitated by such forebodings, he 
breathed his fears to none. Closely locking all apprehen- 
sions in his own breast, he appeared constantly serene, 
and as constantly endeavoured to impress a generisd belief, 
that the country could and would be successfully defended. '• 
The manifestation of such tranquillity, and his avowed 
certainty of success, under circumstances so unpropitious, 
excited strong hopes, dispelled every thing like fear, and 
impressed all with additional confidence. 

With the remnant force he had at command, and the ad- 
ditional strength to be afforded from Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee, uncertain in its arrival, undisciplined and unarmed, 
to oppose an enemy who might be already on the coast, ^ 
and of whose exceeding valour great and wondrous stories 
had been told, mig^t have sunk into inaction a mind not' 
gifted with uncommon and extraordinary energy, and 
made it to retire from a contest, where seemingly insur- 
mountable difficulties but rendered delusive every hope of 
resistance: yet, firm and resolute, an increase of difficul-. 
ties but occasioned an increase of exertion, and Jackson 
entered on his forlorn undertaking with no other determi- 
nation, than to leave nothing unassayed that might enable' 
him to ride out the threatening storm in safety. 

While engaged on the Mobile, and even while at Fort 
Jackson, he had kept up a correspondence with the go- 
vernor of Louisiana, persuading and urging him to the 
adoption of such measures as might be calculated to give 
security to the state. From the information derived 
through this source, he felt assured that little reliance 
was to be placed on the great body of the citizens; and 
that to gain anv decisive advantages from their services, 
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it would be necessary to absndon every thing like tempo- 
Hzing policy, and pursue a course at once steady and un- 
wavering. Some of the inhabitants, entertaining a belief 
tiiat Florida would shortly be restored to Spain; and a 
still greater number being tremblingly alive to the opinion 
that the country could not be successfully defended, had 
led many weM designing men astray; while Enjp^lishmen, 
Spaniards, and innumerable other foreigners, feeling no 
attachnaent to the government, were, at any time, ready to 
surrender it to any power that might venture to invade* 
The requisition made, had been badly filled; many had 
absolutely refused, even after being drafted, to enter the 
ranks. At so eventful a crisis as that which was fast ap- 
proaching, it was painful to discover so great a want of 
union and disregard of dutyj in those very persons upon 
whom he would be* compelled to rely, on any sudden emei^ 
gency. This reluctance to entering the field, there was a 
propriety in putting down, that the good might not be led 
astray from privileges usurped by the designing; and to 
convince the disaffected that those -who shared the care 
and -protection of the> government, should defend it when 
required. 

Governor Claiborne had been addressed on this subject ; 
and, while the necessity of discouraging every improper 
temper of mind among the citizens was insisted upon, he 
was exhorted to use his exertions in guarding every pass 
from the city, that the enemy, hoveling, in the gulf, might 
not obtain isupplies from tfie shore. "I regret," said he, 
**to hear of the disconteiits of your people: they must not 
exist Whoever is not for us, is against us. Those who. 
are drafted must i>e compelled to the. ranks, or punished : 
it is no time to balance : the country must be defended ; 
Mid he who refuses to aid, when called on, must be treated , 
with severity. To repel the danger with which we are' 
assailed, requires all our energies, and all bur exertions. 
With union on our side, we shall be able to drive our in- 
vaders back to^ the ocean. Summon all your energy, and 
guard every avenue with confidential patroles, for spies and • 
traitors are swarming around. Numbers will be flocking 
to your city, to gain information, and corrupt your citi- 
i iens. Every aid in your power must be. given to prevent 
vessels sailing with provisions. By hs, the enemy must 
not be fed. . Let none pass ; for on this will depend our 
safety, until we can get a competent force in the field to 
o 
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oppose attack, 6r to become the assailants. We have more 
to dread from intestine, than open and avowed enemies: 
but, vigilance on our side, and all will be safe. Rement- 
ber, our watch word is victory or death. Our country 
must and shall be defended. We will enjoy our liberty, 
or perish in the last ditch." 

He forwarded, at the same time, an address to the peo- 
ple of Louisiana, and endeavoured to excite them to a de- 
fence of their rights and liberties, and to ruse, in their 
minds an abhorrence of an enemy, who, by prbclamatioit, 
and dishonourable stratagem, had sought to promote dis- 
union, and to draw the disaffected to their standard. He 
pointed out the course the firesent crisis required to be 
adopted, and entreated them not to be hired from their 
fidelity to a country, of all others, the fpeest and happiest^ 
by uniting with a foe, who nought a furtherance of his 
views, by the most disreputable pretence»-^by courting 
the friendship and -aid of even traitors, pirates, and rpl? 
hers. \ 

^Your government, Loulsianians, is engaged in a just 
and honourable contest, for the security of your, individual, 
and * her national rights. The only country on eartH 
where man enjoys freedom, where its blessings are alike 
extended to the poor and rich, callar on you to protect her 
from the grasping usurpation of Britain :-*^she will not csA 
in vain. I know that every man. Whose bosom beats high 
at the proud title* of freeman* will promptly obey her 
voice, and rally round the eagles of his country, resolvei 
to rescue her from impending dabger, or nobly'-^o die in 
her defence. He who refuses to defend his rights, when 
-Called on by his government, deserves to be a ^lave«-a«d^ 
serves to. be punished, as an. en<Skny to .his country— a 
friend to her foes." . ^ 

The minds of the people were thus^radually turned 
to consider of the contest, in which it was certainly ex- 
pected they were shortly to be engaged, that they might 
be ready and prepared to meet it, when the period should 
arrive to render it necessary. . Preparations tor collecting, 
in sufficient strength, to repel an invasion, when it should 
be attempted, had been carried actively ibrward. The 
fiat of the secretary of war had been issued to the gover- 
nors of the adjoining states; and Jackson had long since 
anxiously pressed them to hasten the execution of the 
order, and push their forces to the place of danger, with- 
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Wft delaf. The ardoitr felt 1>y the governor of TennessQe^ 
rendered any incentive -unnecessary. He was well aware 
0i the importance of activity and exertion, and had used 
all the authority of his oSice, to call the. requisition forth^ 
iQid faavie il in readiness, speedily as possible. 

Governor Shelby, of Kentucky, had been vigilant in 
discharge of the duty required of him. The necessity of 
despatch, in military matters, in youth and more advanced 
age, he had studied and learned in the field of battle. The 
Iroops from his state were organized;— -placed under the 
eommand of Major General Thomas, and directed to pro- 
ceed and resist the inroads <^ the enemy. It may be 
esteemed a circumstance of good fortune, that at a time so 
perilous as that in which the United States were placed, 
duHng the period of his services, Shelby should have been 
the chief magistrate of Kentucky; a state possessing ample 
l^sources, and which might have slumbered in inaction, 
but for the energy of him who filled her executive chair. 
He did not remain contented with a discharge merely of 
those duties which were imposed by his office; but, feeling 
the ardour of his youth revived, excited his citizens by 
Blanly appeals, and inspirited them by his example. The 
government had never called upon the patriotism of this 
state that it had not been met with a becoming zeal, and 
cheerfully and promptly acquiesced in by the people. The 
bravery, and promptitude, with which they crowded to the 
American standard, at the onset of danger, where they 
firmly supported the honour of the nation, enduring cold, 
and hunger, and every privation, merit to be remembered, 
4md entitle her citizens to the gratitude of the Country. 

General Carroll had issued orders to his division, and, 
on the 19th of 'November, the day appointed for their ren- 
dezvous, twenty-five hundred of the yeomanry of the state 
appeared at Nashville; and, in eight days, embarked on 
l>oard their boats, and directed their way to the place of 
^ir destination. To the industry of General Carroll, in 
hastening those arrangements, which enabled his division 
.80 promptly to depart, every respect is due; for, to his for* 
tunate arrival, is greatly to be attributed the reason that 
success did not result to the ejiemy* 

The militia, fr<ftn those two states, were highly respec- 
table for their numbers, aiid were commanded by officers 
Who carried Ivith tjiem entire confidence. In bravery, they 
Were not &tM*^assed by any troops ; yet we're they without 
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experience or discipliney and indifferently armed. Maxif 
had procured muskets and bayonets; though the greater, 
part of them had arms capable of rendering little or no^ 
service. To remedy their want of discipline was attend-^ 
ed with some difficulty, on account of the slender means 
afforded for instruction, while, in boats, they were de- 
scending the river. CarrplPs anxiety for the respectable 
appearance of his troops, and a still stronger desire enter^. 
tained, that they might be in a situation for immediate 
action, if necessity, on his arrival, should require it, led, 
him to seize even on the limited opportunities for improve- 
ment that were within his reach. Whenever, from ad-, 
verse winds, K'*> -was compelled to stop, his men were uor, 
mediately brought to receive every information that could, 
under such circumstances, be communicated; and o&en^ 
while floating with the stream, the deck» of the boats 
formed a field for their manoeuvres. Although in this, 
way, partial progress was made, and some advantages, 
gained, yet were they inconsiderable; for still were they, 
but militia-men, and unqualified to meet the veteran troops* 
with which they were going to contend. 

Although General Jackson had obtained his successes 
heretofore with troops of this description, yet he was far. 
from entertaining a belief that they could be relied on for 
manoeuvring in an open field, against troops who where 
skilled, and inured to war. None knew better the pointj 
of exertion to which militia could be strained; that while, 
successful and resting with confidence in themselves, none, 
could effect more; but when dispirited, they became a 
useless mass. Taught by a recollection of the difficulties 
he had heretofore encountered^ and a knowledge that 
fbrces of this description are ever capricious and refrac-". 
tory,'.he had brought to the notice of the secretary of war,' 
a new and different course from*what had been before pur- 
sued, as more efficient, less expensive, and better csdcu-, 
lated for the purposes of defence. In a letter to him, of 
the, 20th of November, 1814, h^ observes, " Pern^t jne to;, 
suggest a pkn, which, on a^fiiir experiment, will do a^wayj 
or lessen the expenses, under the existing i|?Lode of calling 
-militia forces into the fi^ld. . %Vhenever there happens to. 
be a deficiency in the* regular^ force, in any particular 
quarter, let the government determine on'tjie necessary 
number: this should be apportioned among the different " 
states, agreeably to their respective representations, and 
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called i^to senrice for, and during tibe war. The quota 
if anted will, in my opinion, be soon raised from premiums 
offered by those who are subject to miliUa duty, rather 
tHan be harassed by repeated drafts.^ In the mean time^ 
let the present bounty, given by the government, be also 
continued. If this bie done, 1 will ensure that an effective 
force shall soon appear in every quarter, amply sufficient 
for the reduction of Canada, and to drive all our enemies 
from pur shores." 

? Such was the course of things, and such ttkt plans which 
^ere in progress for the security and safety of tiie country, 
when the General reached New Orleans. The period was 
too momentous to aiford a respite firom business; and he 
immediately adopted such 'measures as could be earliest 
ejfected, and which were best calculated for resistance and 
defence^ 

'The legislature of 'Louisiana, were in session; and, 
tlirough the governor, had been informed of the situation, 
dmdition, and strength ^{ the country, ami of the necessity 
of calling all its resources into active operation: but, ba*- 
lancing in their decisions, and uncertain of the best course 
to be pursued to assure protection, they, as yet, had re- 
solved upon nothing prpmising certainty and safety, or 
calculated to infuse tranquillity and cofkfidence in the pub- 
lic tnind. The arrival of J^cky)n, however, produced a 
new aspect in affairs. His activity and zeal in prepara- 
tion, and his reputation as a brave and skilful commander, ^ 
^'ad turned all ey^s towards hin^, and inspired even the 
tf^sponding with a confidence they hsld not before felt. 
*^ The voluirt«er corps, of .the city were reviewed, and a 
visi^Jn person, made to the different forts, to ascertain 
their situation tind capabilitx for defence, and the reliance 
that mig^t be had on them, to repel an "fcnemy^s advance. 
^i^c^ugh the lakes large vessels could not pasTs : should an 
approach be attempted through this route, in their barges, 
rt might be hiet and .opposed by the gun boats which al- 
ready guarded this passage; but if, unequal to the con- - 
test, they should be cAptured, it would, at any rate, give 
titnely information of a descent, which might be resisted 
8* their landing) and befom a^ opportunity could be had 
of executing ftilly their designs. The Mississippi was 
looked upon as the most 'probable pass through which 
"^ight be made an attempt to reach the city; and here 
^ere in progress suitable preparations foi* defence^ ^ 
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We have already noticed that Colond Hayse faadbtm ; 
despatched from Mobile with directions to iriew the Mis- 
sissippi near its mouth, and report if any adTantageoits 
position could be found for the erection of batteries; and 
whether the re-establishment of tihe old fort at the Baliie 
would command the river, in a way to prevent its beisg 
ascended. That it could not be relied on for this purpose, 
the opinions of military men had already declared. €^ 
neral Jackson was always disposed to respect the decdsioiis 
of those, who, fram their character and standing, were^en- 
titled to coididence; y^ in matters of importance, it 
formed no part of his creed to attach faith to the state- 
ments of any, where, the object being within his reach^ it 
was in his 4>ower to look |o the lact, and satisfy hima^ 
Trusting implicitly in Colonel Mayne as a military maii,^ 
who, from proper observation, could infer correct conclu- 
sions, he had despatched him thither to examine how hr 
it was practicable to obstruct and secure this chamieL 
The report was confirmatory of.previaiis information re- 
ceived, that it was incapable, from its situation, of effect- 
ing any suchobject 

Fort St. Philip was now resoKed to as th^ lowest fKOiit 
on the river where the erection of a fortification" could be 
at all serviceable. The General had returned on the 9th, 
from a visit to this place, which he had ordered to be re- 
paired and strengthened. The commanding officer was 
directed to remove evei^^ combustible material without 
the fort; to have two ad|litional platforms raised; and the 
embrasures so enlargedxhat the ordnance might hate^he 
greatest possible sweep upontheir.circle6,>aaid be brought 
to bear on any object within their range that might ap- 
proach either up or down the river. ** At k smallt distance 
below, the Mississippi, changing its course, left a neck df 
land in the bend, covered with timber, and whicli ob- 
structed the view. From this point down to where old 
Fort Bourbon stood, on 'the west side, the growth along 
the bank was directed to be cut away, that "die shot from 
St Philip, ranging across this jpoint.of land, might reach 
an approaching vessel before - she should be unmasked 
from behind it. On the site of Bourb'o|i was to be thrown 
up a strong work, defended by five twenty-four pounders, 
which, with the fort above, would be talculated to expose 
an enemy to a cross fire, for half a mile. A mile above 
St. Philip was to be established a work, which, in con- 
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junction with the others, would effectually command the 
liver for^two miles. At Terre «u Boeuf, and at the En- 
glish turn, twelve miles below the city, were also to be 
taken measures for defence; where it was expected by 
Jackson, with his fiying artillery and fire ships, he would 
be able certainly to. arrest the enemy's advance. This 
system of defence, properly established, he believed, 
would ensure security from any attack in this direction. 
Fort St.* Philip, with the auxiliary batteries above and be- 
low it, would so concentrate their fires, that an enemy 
could never pass without sufiering g;reatly^ and perhaps 
being so shattered that they would fall an easy prey to' 
those defences which were still higher up the river. The 
teential difficulty was to have them commenced and 
speedily finished* On retuming, he hastened to apprize 
thTgovVmor of his Tiews, and If his arrangemcnti, ud 
entreated him to aid in their furtherance. It was propos- 
ed to submit it to the consideration of the leg;islature, and 
to prevail, if possible, with the planters, to furnish their 
slaves, by whom, alone, such work could, in so insalu- 
brious a climate, be safely executed. ^ If what is proposed 
be performed," said he, ^I will stand pledged that the in- 
vaders of your state shall never, through this route, reach 
your city." He desired to be informed, early, of the suc- 
ceteof the application, and to know how far the legislature 
would be disposed to extend their fostering care to the ob- 
jects suggested; that, in the event of failure, he might 
have recourse to such resources as were within his reach. 
**But," added he, "not a moment is to be lost With 
energy and expedition, all is safe ^— delay, and all is lost" 

Awarft of approaching danger, the views of the General 
bad been met with becoming zeal, and necessary measures 
taken, t6 have the selected points for defence completed In 
the shortest possible time; 

On Lakes fiorgne and Pontchartrain, an equally strong 
confidence was had, thut all would be safe from invasion. 
Coftimodore-'PattersQin, who commanded the naval forces, 
.had executed every order with i>nymptness and activity. 
Agreeably to instructions received from the commanding 
g^eral, to extend to all the passes on the lakes, every 
. protection in his power, Captain Patterson had sent 
out the gun boats, uiider Lieutenant Jones. From their 
vigilance and capability to defend, great advantages were 
calculated to -arise; added to which, the Rigolets, the com- 
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numcatioa between the two lakes, wiui defeftded by Petst 
Coquille Fort, a strong work, under the command oi Cap^ 
tain Newman, which, when acting in conjunction with th^' 
gun boats, it was supposed would be competent to repel 
any assault that might there be waged. The prospects of^ 
defence had been improved by detachments sent, with or- 
ders to fell timber across every bayou and creek, that le<f ^ 
out of the lakes, and through which a passage for bo^tsr' 
and barges could be affordea ; and to increase the obstruc-^ 
tion, by sinking frames in their beds, and filling theni 
with earth* Guards and videttes were posted in differenf 
directions to ^ve the earliest information of every things* 
that passed. In despite, however, of these precautionary 
measures, treachery opened a way, and pointed the eir*' 
trance of the enemy to a narrow pass, through which they' 
efin^cted a landing, and reached previously to being disco^' 
vered, the banks of the MississippL 

Such were the measures adopted for the protection of' 
Louisiana against an attack, which, although hitherto'; 
resting in conjecture, was supported by too many strong 
circumstances to admit of doubt Information of a coH' 
siderable force having left England, filled with high hopes 
and expectations— the attack on Fort Bowyer, and the in- 
flammatory proclamations already published, with anonp 
mous- letters received from persons in the West Indies 
and Pensacola, known, and to be relied on, all tended to 
unfold the views of tli^ enemy, and dissipate every thing- 
of doubt as to their desi^s.* But the time was at haJid' 
when conjecture was givmg place to tcrtainty; when i3\t 
intentions of the invaders were fully developing^ them^ 
selves; and the fact fairly presented, that New Orleaiis 
must fall, unless the brave, men associated- should stati^ 
firmly in her defence, resolvec^ to justify th6 high»ext>eeti- 
tions which had been formed of their valour. Certain i#' 
formation was at hand, of an English fleet being now off 
Cat and ^hip Island, and within a short distance of the 
American lines, where their strength and numbers %eref 
daily increasing. 

Lieutenant Jones, .in conimand of the gun boats' on 
Lake Borgne, was directed to reconnoitre, and ascertaili 
their disposition and force; and, in the event they should 
attempt, through this ro^tte, to effect a disenflbarkation, 

•SeeJ^oteB. 
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to tedre to the Rigokts^ and there, with his flotilla, make 
an obstinate resistance, and contend to the last He re- 
n^ained off Ship Island, until the 13th of December, when, 
understanding the enemy's forces were much increased, 
he thought it advisable to change his a^phorage, and retire 
to a position near M^alheureux Island. TI^s was rendered 
the more nec6ssd.ry, because affording a safer position; 
and in the eyjcnt^of being attacked, a better bpportunity of 
' making good his retreat « to 4he Rigolets, where alone he^ 
was instructed to attempt opposition. Whoever looks 
upon a map, of ^ the country, wm at once discover the im^ 
portance oi this place if driven into action with «> greatly 
superior force, ny reaching it, the gun boats Would be 
enabled to present as fopmidable an opposition as could 
be waged by any force that could be. brought against them. 
On the 13th December^ Jones discovered the enemy's 
barges directing their way towards Pass. Christian. He 
wa3 not long in doubt, as to the object probably in view; 
for, although at first it was supposed to be /^ a disembarka- 
titm, intended to be landed there, yet, on passing it, and . 
pursuing their coursie still further westwardly, he at once 
concluded an attack on the gun boats was designed." His 
orders left him no discretion as to the place he should 
meet and fight them. Indeed) his -fiptilla, adthough quite 
inconsiderable in numbers, was of too much consecjuence, 
at this juncture, to be inadvertently risked, or in fact risked 
at>ll, unless under circumstances affording sv decided su- 
periority. In no other way was this to be obtained, than 
by reaching U)ie point to .which he had been ordered: 
this he endeavoured to effect, as soon as .'he became satis- 
fied of what was intentied by*, tbeir present movement. 
Weighing his anchors, with the design of reaching the 
p08iti6n referred to in his orders,- he soon discovered it to 
be wholly impracticable. A strong wind haying blown for 
some days to the eaat, from^the lake t6 the guU^ had so 
reduced the depth %f water;.th^t the i»sX and deepest 
chantiels were insufficicpt la. float. !iis little squadron. 
The pars^ were resorted to, but without rendering the least 
assistanc(^:lt was- immoveable; Recourse. wa^ now j>ad 
to thi?pwi4ig ^ery thing overboard that could be spared, 
to lighten and bring them off; all, boweyer,' was ineffec- 
tual, — ^nothing ctmld' afford relief. At this moment of ex- 
treme peril and danger, the tide coming suddenly in, 
relieved from pt*es^nt embarrassment, and lifting them 



from the ^oftl, they bore away from the attack meditskeA} 
directed their course for the Rigoleta, and came to anchw 
at one o'clock the next mormng on the west passage <aC 
Malheureux ble; where, at day dawn, they discovered the 
pursuit had been abandoned. 

Early on the momhig of the 14th, the enemy's barges, 
lying nine miles to the ea^t, 'suddenly weighed" their an- 
chors; and, getting under ijray, proceeded westwardly t» 
the pass, where pur gun boasts still lay. The ^ame diffi- 
culty experienced yesterday was now encountered. Per- 
ceiving the approach of the enemy, an attempt was naade 
lo retreat; but in vwn. The wind was entirely lulled, and 
a perfect calm prevailed; while a strong current setting «» 
the gulf, rendered every effort to retire unavsuling. JW« 
alternative was at hand; but a single course was left; ta 
meet and fight them. At once the resolution was adopted^ 
to avail themselves of the best position they could obtakH 
wait their approach, and defeikd themsdves, whilst tfaerk 
was a hope of success. The line was formed, with springs 
on the cables, and all were waiting, composedly, the ar^ 
rival- of a foe, who imagined himself advancing to an easf 
conquest The co^ntest, in so open and unfavourable a 
situation, and against so superior a force, promised, in- 
deed, to be^ an unequal one: yet the firmness and brarery 
whicii had always characterized our fearless tars in battlei' 
t^ere, on this occasion, not to be tarnished. An unfortu-. 
nate state of things, which they could not control, haed 
brought them into battle at a momient^ and under circum- 
stances, their discretion did not approve: but, beinjf- 
inevitable, every mind was ^determined on a desperate 
st^nd; and still, though beaten,' to -preserve unsullied their 
reputation,'^-^their flag from dl^s^honour. 

Forty-three . boats, ino'unting as Hiahy c&imon, with 
twelve hundred chds^n men, <well» armed, constituted the 
streligtji qf the assailants. Advancing &i'extended' line,. 
they were presently, in r^ack: and, at half ^ftfer eleven 
o'clock, the action became general • O^ing to a sti^ng^ 
current^ two of the boats, 156 iM 163, were unable t^ 
keep their anchorage, and^fiosrted ^out a hu^red yards 
in advance of the line-. This circumisltance waaunfitirttt» 
nate; for althoiigh it wa^ by no means to be calculated^ 
that . victory - cotild be attendant on ^' a conflict, -Wfiere 
strength and numbers were So disproportionate, yet, 
could the line have been preserved, tHe chances f<»r de- 
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fesce would have been increased-^tlie opportanity more 
lavourable for inflicting injury, and crippling the foe, whUe 
the period of contest would have been protracted. Every 
Ittoment this could be prolonged would have proved ad- 
vantageous; for soon as the wind should spring up, which 
yet continued lulled, the boats would be rendered more 
manageable, and an opportunity afforded of retiring from 
itfae battle, whenever the result promised to become disas- 
trous. 

The enemy advanced in three divisions. Our gun boats 
&nned in a line, were under command of Lieutenant Jones, 
iirho, on board. No* 156, occupied the centre. No 163 
and 163 rested on his left, unoer the direction of Lieu- 
tenant Spedden and Sailingv-master Ulrich ; on his right 
sras No* 5 and 33, commanded by Sailing-master Ferris 
md Lieutenant M^Iver. The .centre division of the 
enemy, led by the senior officer of the expedition. Captain 
Lodtyer, bore down on No* 156, the centre of our line, 
•md twice attempting^ to board, was twice repulsed with 
M immense destructloti of both officers and crew, and the 
fess of two of their boats which were sunk: one a seventy- 
four's kmnch, crowded with men, went down immediately 
along. side of the gun boat. Jones being too severely 
wounded longer to maintain the deck,. retired, leaving the 
omimand with George Parker, who ^o less valiantly de- 
fended his- .flag, until badly wounded, he was also com- 
pelled to leave his post; and soon after the boat was 
carried. No« 163, though ably defended, was also taken; 
sad the guns of both turned on No. 163, and 5, which 
itfso surrendered; and last of all No. 33, commanded by 
Lk^enatit' M^Iver. Thus in detail was our little squadron, 
after a conflict of nearly an hour, lost; a conflict in which 
every thing was done that gallantry xould do, and nothing 
unperformed, that duty required; but it was a disaster 
which, under all the circumstances,, could not be avoided. 
The calm which prevail^, and the unwieldly condition of 
the boats which prevented any management by the oars, 
tiook away all opportunity of their aiding and sustaining 
each other; while the enemy's barges, with great facility, 
were able to avail themselves of the advantages of position : 
l^sides this, from our centre gun boat, much aid was ob- 
tained; having c^ried . her, the flag was kept flying, and 
under it, her guns were used against the other boats, a 
circumstance which was not discovered for some time, 
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nor until after repeated discharges of her cannon had bc^ 
made, and material injury produced. 

The commandant was ably supported by the .officers as- 
sociated with him. Lieutenants Spedden and M^Iver 
were wounded; the former in both arms, and in one so 
severely, as to be compelled to have it amputated: yet 
this valiant officer to the last continued his orders; nor 
did the latter quit for a moment his pQSt. Midshipmen 
Cauley and Reynolds, young men of spirit and promise, 
fell victims to the wounds received in this contest But it 
is unnecessary to take up the time of the reader in com- 
mendation of this Spartan band : their bravery and good 
conduct will be long remembered and admired, and esLcite 
emotions much stronger than language can paint The 
great disparity of force between the combatants, added to 
the advantages the enemy derived from the peculiar con- 
struction of their boats, which gave them an opportunity 
to take any position that circumstances and 'safety directed, 
while the others lay wholly unmanageable, presents a cu- 
rious and strange result; that, while the American loss 
was but ten killed, and thirty-five wounded, that of their 
assailants was not less than three hundred. Th«*British 
have never presented any report upon this subject: but, 
from every information, tod from all the attendant cir- 
cumstances of the battle, it was 'even believed to have 
exceeded this number; of which, a large proportion was 
officers.* 

The British returned to their shipping, at Cat laland, 
with their prisoners, carrying with them a convincing ar- 
gument, to do away the belief with which they had arrivfed, 
that, in this section of country, the inhabitants Wfere wait- 
ing, with open arms, to receive them* " 

This disaster was announced to General Jackson, while 
on a. visit to the lakes, whithef he had gone to examine the 
situation of the different works, there erected and in pro- 
gress. He heard it with mUch concern; for^n it impbr- 
tant considerations depended. , The means of watching 
the enemy, and ascertaining his projects, were now cut 

• 

Boats. Men. Guns. 

The British had 43 1200 43 ^< 

The Americans' 5 182 23 

Difference 38 . 1018 • 90 
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off, and the necessity imposed of resorting for defence and 
safety, in this direction, to entirely different means. 

Aided by ours, and the great number of their own boats, 
his fears for the safety of Mobile were much increased. 
The apprehension which he had constantly entertained for 
this place were of the most lively kind. Although he 
had every confidence in the gallant officer who commanded 
at Fort Bowyer, yet he well knew how inefficient were the 
exertions of a brave man,^ w^ien assailed by superior 
strength and nuriibers. The importance of the place and 
its security, was to him' a matter of the greatest concern, 
tt seems to have been an object that never sufficiently 
fastened itself on the consideration of the enemy, or in- 
deed our ovni government. His own apprehensions of an 
invasion here, as affecting much more seriously the inte- 
rest of the lower country, was to him a cause of constant 
uneasiness. He felt confident, that while this point re- 
mained safe, so might the country adjacent; but if it fell, 
the Indians might again be excited, — the settlements on 
the Mobile and Alabama rivers 'become tributary, and 
New Orleans 'be' involved iii the general ruin. Deeply 
impressed with the importance of properly defending this 
place, he had heretofore brougjht to the view of the secre- 
tary of war, the propriety and necessity of adopting such 
a course as should place it entirely out of the reach of 
danger. To effect this, he proposed that a large fxigate, 
mounting forty-four guns, which, for- some cause, to him 
unknown, had been left on the stocks, at Tchifontc, in an 
unfinished state, should be completed, and applied to this 
purpose. "Let her,** he remarked, ,"be placed in th« 
Navy Cove, which will protect the rear of the fort:; and 
iny life upon it, ten thousand troops, and all the British 
fleet, cannot take the jplace, nor enter the bay. This will 
be their point of attack ; if carried, they will penetrate the 
Indian nation, -^there make a stand, and incite the savages 
to war, and the slaves to insurrection and massacre;— 
penetrate, if they can, to the left bank of the Mississippi, 
and arrest all communication. If they succeed in this, 
the lower country falls of course." No notice, however, 
was ever taken of his admonition, and nothing done to 
effect the object proposed. His entire defence and safety 
rested on the means which he himself coiild reach. ■ An 
express was immediately despatched to General Win- 
chester, apprising him of what Jiad happened; that all 
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communication being cat off, he must look to the pro- 
curing supplies for his army through the posts established 
in the Creek country. "The enemy," he continues, "will 
attempt, through Pass Huron, to reach you: watch, nor 
suffer yourself to be surprised ; haste, and throw sufficient 
supplies into Fort Bowyer; and guard vigilantly the com- 
munication from Fort Jackson, lest it be destroyed. Mo- 
bile point must be supported and defended, at every Ha- 
zard. The enemy has given us a large coast to guard; 
but I trust, with the smiles of heaven, to be able to meet 
and defeat him at every point he may venture his foot 
upon the land." ^ ^ 

Increased vigilance and enlarged exertions were noyr 
required to guard the different routes through which they 
might seek to make good their prog;ress, and reach the 
object of their visit Major Lacoste, commanding tjc 
battalion of coloured troops, was ordered, with two pieces 
of cannon and a sufftcient foj'ce, to take post on and de- 
fend the Chef Menteur road, that led from the bead of 
Lake Borgne to New Orleans. In fact, wherever an 
inlet or creek, of the smallest size, putting in, justified 
the belief, that through it an entrance might be effected, 
arrangements were made to obstruct the passage, and 
prevent approach. Through the Rigolets was presumed 
the most probable. route the enemy would adventure, that, 
by gaining Lake Pontchartrain, a landing might be made 
above or below tbe city, or at bayou St John, directly op- 
posite; and, by a division of their forces, and assaulting 
different points, make such a diversion, as, with raw 
troops, could not be resisted under any circumstances of 
advantage. / 

This place had been confided to Captain Newman, pf 
the artillery. . It was an important point, as well for the 
purposes already named, as being a position whence a^y 
movement on the lakes could be discovered. On the 22a> 
it was reinforced by several heavy pieces of cannon, and 
an additional supply of men. He was advised by the Ge- 
neral of the consequence attached to it, and that it was 
not tip be inconsiderately yielded; but thati i» the event pt 
his 'being compelled to abandon it, every thing being p^ 
perly secured, he was to m^ake good his retreat to Ch?f 
Menteur, where he would be covered by an additional 
force: "But," added he, "you are not to retreat until your 
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juj^gment is well conyinced,^that it is absolutely necessary 
.to the very salvation of yqur command." 
* On the 16th the militia were reviewed by Jackson. He 
Tiad perceived, on his arrival at New Orleans,, suc^ des- 
pondency manifested, that to remove it had called forth 
id! his exertions. His active and incessant endeavours to 
have defended^ every accessible poini, and a confidence, 
constantly evinced, that his resources werfe commensurate 
with all the purposes of successful resistance, had pom- 
■pletely jindermined those fears, at first so generally in- 
dulged. Lest, from the loss which had lately happened 
on the lakes, doubt and despondency might be again pro- 
duced, was the principal cause of his appearing to-day, on 
^i*eview; to convince them, by his deportmelit, that the 
.'safety of the city was not to be despaired of. He directed 
"an addre^ to be read, which he had previously prepared 
for the purpose. It was drawn in language breathing the 
warmth of his own feelings, and calculated to communicate 
and inspire the saine glow to others. He told them they 
.were contending for all that ccfuld render life desirable; 
J** For your prc^erty and lives; — fo.r that which is dearer 
.than all, your wives £ind children; — for liberty, without 
.which, country, life, and property are not worth possessing. 
.Even the embraces of wives and children are a reproach 
to the wretch who would deprive them, by his cowardice, 
of those inestimable blessings. You are to contend with 
aii enemy who seeks to deprive you of the least of these — 
who avows a war of vengeance and desolation, carried on 
:^and marked by cruelties, lusts, and horrors, unknown to 
^civilized nations. 

' "Natives of the United States I the enemy you are to 
, contend with are the oppressors of your infant political 
"existence — they are the men your fathers fought and con- 
quered, whom you are now to oppose. Descendants of 
'Frenchmen ! natives of France ! they are English, the he- 
reditary, the eternal enemies of your ancient country, the 
invaders of that you have adopted, who are your foes. 
Spaniards! remember the conduct of your allies at St 
.Sebastian, and recently at Pensacola, and rejoice that you 
'have an opportunity of avenging the brutal injuries in- 
flicted by men who dishonour the human race. Loui- 
sianians ! your genc^ral ' rejoices to witness the spirit that 
animates you, not only for your honour, but your safety; 
for whatever had been your conduct or wishes, his duty 
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would, have led, asd yet will kad him to confound the ctt&' 
zen, unmindful of his rights, with the enemy he ceases to 
oppose. Commanding men who know their rights, and 
., . are determined to defend th^m, he salutes you as brethren 
ia .q^s; and has now a new motive to exert all his facul-» 
tie^^which shall be strained to the utmost in your^defeii6e.>^ 
Cbii^ue with the eiifergy you have begun, and he promiaea> 
^6vL hot only safety, but victory over an indolent. foe, whia> 
has insulted you by an affected doubt of your attachment 
to the constitution of your country. .Your enemy is near ^ 
his sails already cover the lakes: but the brave are united^: 
and If he find us contending among oucselves, it will bes^ 
for the prize of valour,— and Ikme, its noblest reward.'* 

Resistance on the lakes being at an end, no doubt was* 
entertained but that the moment for action would be as early^^ 
as the enemy could make his preparations to proc^eed. ^ti 
what point, at what time, and with a force how grealif^ 
superior to his own, were matters wholly resting in unccr- i 
tainty, and could not be known until they should' actually f 
transpire. The means fqr opposition, therefore, ware to., 
be seized on without delay, or resistance would be useless^ ^> 
That the hotir of attack was not far distant, was con-*?* 
fiHned by a circumstance which reflect^ no considerable' > 
, honour on the officer in command of the ilfii^t. The day J 
subsequent to the contest on the lakes, Mr. Shields, pur-! 
ser in the navy, had been despatched with a flag, to Cat «. 
island, accompanied by Dr. Murrell, for the purpose of -. 
relieving our wounded, and to effect a negotiation, by which • 
they- should be liberated oh pUrole. We are not aware £ 
that such an application militated against the usages and..:- 
customs of war: if not, the flag of truce should have been 
respected; nor ought its bearer to have been detained as a . 
.pil^MQner. Admiral Cochrane's pretended fear that it was 
j^ ;ifrj[te, designed to ascertain his strength and situation^ t 
;V^i^^^ from presenting any sufficient excuse for so wanton ^ 
."■•jl^-vbfitrage on propriety and the rules of war. If this ^ 
'VeiPjfe' apprehended, could not the messengers Jiave been ; 
met at a distance from the fleef, atid ordered back* with- . : 
out a near approach?. Had this. been done, no informar < 
tion could have been gained,, and the object designed to be * 
secured by the detention would have been answered, with- . 
out infringing that aniicable intercourse between contend- 
ing armies, which, when violated or disregarded, opens a - 
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door to brutal and savage warfare. Fitiding they did not 
return^ the cause of it was at once correctly divined. 
- The British admiral was solicitous, and resorted to 
:rmous means to obtain from these gentlemen information 
of the strength and disposition of our army; but so cau- 
tipius a reserve was maintained, that from them nothing 
Gonld be elicited. Shields' was perceived to be deaf, and 
eatlculating on some advantage to be derived from this cir- 
cumstance, he and the Doctor were placed at night in the 
g^en room, where any conversation which occurred could 
readily be heard.* Suspectitig, perhaps, something of the 
kind, after having retired, and^every thing was seemingly 
still, they began^ to *speak of their situation — ^the circum- 
stance of their being detained, and of the prudent caution 
with which they had guarded themselves against commu- 
nicadng'any information to the British admiral. But, 
continued Shields, how greatly these gentlemen will be 
disa]>pointed in their expectations, for Jackson with his 
twenty thousand troops, and the reinforcements from 
Kentucky, which ihust speedily reach him, will be able to 
destrdy any force that can be landed from these ships. 
Every word was heard, and treasured, and not supposing 
there was any design, or that he presumed himseli over- 
hesu^d, they were beguiled by it, and at once concluded ^ur 
force to be as great as it was represented ; a.nd hence no 
doubt arose that prudent care *and caution, with which the 
enemy afterwards proceeded ; for, as was remarked by a 
British officer, the actual strength of General Jackson's 
army, though* repeatedly sought after, could never be pro- 
cured ; it Y^as a desideratum not to be obtained. 

Early on the 15th, expresses were sent ofr up the coasts 
in ^ttest of General Coffee,— to endeavour to procure in- 
formation of the Kentucky and Tennessee divisions, which 
it was hoped were not far distant, and to urge their speedy 
approach. In his communication to Coffee, the general 
observes, *' You must not sleep, until you reach me, or 
arrive within striking distance. Your accustomed activi- 
ty is looked for. Innumerable deiiles present themselves, 
where your services and riflemen will be all important 
An opportunity is^t hand, to reap for yourself and brigade 
the approbation of your country." 

In obedience to the order he had received at Mobile, to 
occupy some central position, where his horses could be 
subsisted; and whence he might act a^ circumstances 

p2 
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should require, Coffee had proceeded as far as SaMy: 
creek, a small distance above Baton Rouge, where he had > 
halted. His brigade, on its march, had been greatly ex^ 
posed, and many and various hardships encounterecL The 
cold season had set in; and, for twenty days it had rained ' 
incessantly. The waters were raised to uncommon* 
heights, and every creak and bayou Was to be bridged or^ 
swam. Added to this, their march was through an uil^^ 
cultivated country, but thinly settled, where littte subsist^ 
ence'was to be had, and tha^t procured with much diffi-' 
culty. He h&d been at this place eight or ten days, when, 
late on the evening of thee^lTth, the express despatched' 
from head-quarters reached him. Helost.no time in exe*''* 
cuting the order; and, directing otfe of his regiments, - 
which, for the greater convenience of foraging, had ea-"^ 
camped about six miles off, to unite with him^ he was -, 
ready in the mipming, and proceeded on his march- the' 
instant it arrived. In. consequence of innumerable expo- 
sures, there were, at this time, three hundred on the sick 
list These being left, he commenced' his advance wilii 
twelve hundred and fifty men. The weather yet continued 
extremely cold and rainyj livhich prevented their proceed-' 
ing with the celerity the exigency of the moment so much ' 
required. Coffee, perceiving that the movement of his" 
whole force in a body, might occasion, ddays, ruinous to* 
the main objectin view, ordered all .who were well mount-^' 
ed, and able to proceed, to advance with him; while the 
rest of his brigade, under suitable officers, w^re left to 
follow as fast as the weak and exhausted condition of their'» 
horses would peomit His force, by*' this ftrrangentietit, 
was reduced to eight hundred men, with whom he moved* 
with the utmost industry. Having marched seventy mfiles 
the last day, he encamped on the night of the 19th, within 
fifteen miles of New Orleans, making in two days a di*-- 
tance of one hundred and twenty miles. Continuing his 
advance, early next morning, he -halted within four miles 
of the city, to examine the state and condition of his arms, 
and to learn, in the event the enemy had landed, the rela- 
tive position of the two armies. 

These brave men, without murmuring, had now tra- 
versed an extent of country nothing short of eight hundred- 
miles, and under trials sufficiently severe to have appalled 
the most resolute and determined. They had enrolled 
themselves, not as volunteers sometimes do, to frolic, and 
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bf pesiceable campsdgns to gain a name in arm!(— -they 
had done it, knowing thai an enemy, if not already at hand, 
wafr certainly expected, with whom they would have to 
cantend, and severely. Great reliance was had on them 
by Che commanding general; and their good conduct, in 
the differ^t situations in which they had acted was a 
prooS how much they deserved it On inspecting their 
arfii3» which consisted principally of rifles, two hundred 
were discovered to be so materially injured by the wea- 
thji&r, as to be unfit for service. . 

The advance of colonel Hinds, from Woodville, with 
ik^ Mississippi dragoons, was no less prompt and expedi- 
tious; an active and brave officer, he was, on this, as on 
all o$her occasions, at his post, ready to act as circum- 
sUdocea. should require. Having received his orders, he 
hastened forward, and effected in four days, a march of 
two hundred and thirty miles. 

On the 16th, colonel Hynes, reached head-quarters, 
with mformation from general Carroll, that he would be . 
I>il9«(it as early as possible; but that ,the state of the wea- 
ther, and contrary winds, greatly retarded his progress. 
To remedy -this, a steam boat was put in requisition, and 
ordered to proceed up the river to aid him in reaching 
his destfhation, without loss of time. He was advised ot 
the necessity of hastening rapidly forward; that the lakes 
were in possession of the enemy, and their arrival daily 
lookedfor: " But," continued Jackson, "lam resolved/ 
feeble as my force is, to assail him, on his first landings 
uid peHsh sooner than he shall reach the city. " 

Independent of the large force which was descending 
with general Carrt)ll, his approach was looked to with •ad- 
ditional pleasure, from the circumstance of his having 
witluhim a boat laden with arms, destined for the defence 
of the country, and which he had overtaken on passii^g 
do\m the Mississippi. His falling in with them was for- 
tunate; for, had their arrival depended on those to whom 
they had been confided, ^ey might have arrived too late, 
and after all danger had subsided $ as was indeed the case 
>^ith others, forwarded fropi Pittsburg,- which, through 
the unpairdonable conduct of those who had been entrusted 
, ^th their transportation, did not reach New Orleans until 
after all difficulties had terminated. Much inconvenience - 
yas sustained, during the siege, for want of arms to place 
^ the hands of the militia.: great however as it was, it 
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Would have been increased, even to ui alarming exten^ 
but for the accidental circumstance of this boat having 
fallen in with the Tennessee division, which impelled it. 
on, and thereby produced incalculable advantage.* 

This division, had left Nashville on the 19th of Novena- 
ber. Their exertions, without which theyjcould not have, 
arrived in time to afford that assistance and protectioa^ 
which the peril of the moment so much required, entHle 
them and their commander to eVery gratitude. But above: 
all is our gratitude due to that benign Providence, who, i 
having aided in the establishment of our glorious inde- 
pendence, again manifested his goodness and power in 
guarding the rights of a country rendered sacred by the 
blood of the virtuous, heretofore shed in its defence. It 
rarely, if ever happens, that the Cumberland river acknits 
a passage for boats so early in the season; but torrents of 

* On the fijrst intimation that the British intended a descent on this 
•ecdon of the United States, GeneralJacKson suggested to the secret 
taiy of war the scarcity of both arms and ordnance^ atid the necessil^ ' 

- of having the deficiency remedied as soon as possible. Mr. M9IW9<$ ■ 
then secretary of war, had given the earliest attention to the subject^ , 
and ordered an ample supply to be embarked from Pittsburg, sufe . 
ciendy early to have reached head-quarters previously to th^encmjfs 
landing. Their transportation down the western waters had been 
confided to those who felt not sufficient concern for their speedy a^ ■ 

^ rival to use the necesaaiy dilijg-ence. Whetiier the government bad 
given any such orders, or that it were a piece of peimy-wise econcway/ 
suggested by the quarter-master, we do not know. The ^ct, how- 
ever, is, that a steam vessel, sailing with much expedition, proposed 
to carry and deliver tiiem at New Orleans in eighteen days, which 
would have been in time for all the purposes afterwards heeded. But 
the officer who had the management of this bu^ess, because it was 
in his power to save an inconsiderable sum in fi*^ght, preferred deli- ' 

• vering them to the captain of a large flat bottomed boat, which moved 
slowly, and which, withal, it was understood, would occasionally stop 
oirthe way to traffic and trade ofinthe different articles with which 
she was laden. On all occasions, we would commend economy, when 
founded on correct principles : but that minister or agent of the ' 
govwnment, who,^to save a partial e^pease, hazards the loss of thou-' ■ 
sands; or who, through parsimonious views of any kind whatever, 
risks the loss of a whole country, evidences so weak and narrow- 
sighted a policy, as can on no ground be justified. The general, in , 
a Tetter to the secretary of war, after the battle of the 8th, remarks, 
that if he had Iiad« sufficiency of arms, he would have captured or* 
destroyed the whoje British army; and this he might have had, if the 
agents of the government had executed the duties confided to them- 
on a scale enlarged and liberal as tlie crisis demanded. 
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i^i^'d€^ca5nding, swelled the stream, and wafted our troops 
skfeJy to tne Mississippi, where all obstructions were at 
an end. An apprehension entertained lest the blow might 
be stricken, and the injury done, before they could reach 
tk^r destined point, had inspired our troops with an alac- 
rity and exertion which brought them rapidly to the place 
of danger and usefulness. 

' While these preparations were progressing, to concen- 
trttte the forces within his reach, the General was turning 
his attention to ward off any blow that might be aimed, 
before his expected reinforcements should arrive. Every 
pdint; capable of being successfully assailed, was receiving 
suth additidhal strength and security as could be given. 
Patroles and videttes were ranged through the country, 
dftkt 'the earliest intelligence might be had of any intended 
movement The militia of the state were called out en 
masse; and, through the interference of the legislature, an 
embargo on vessels at the port of New Orleans was de- 
' clar^^ 40* afford an opportunity of procuring additional 
recinuts fdt the navy. General Vlllery, because ah inha- 
hitant <yf the country, and best understanding the several 
pomts on the lakes susceptible of defence, was ordered, 
witn'the Louisiana militia, to search out, and give protec- 
tioit .to the different passes, where a landing might be 

effected* 

To ninder the enemy from obtaining supplies on the 
shore^ a detachment was sent to Pearl River, to prevent 
any parties from landing until the stock could be driven 
frotn the neigjibourhood. The precaution, for some time 
used) of restricting the departure of any vessel with pro- 
visions, under the operation of the embargo imposed by 
the legislature had greatly disappointed the expectations 
of 4he British, and even introduced distress into Pensa- 
cola, whence the Spaniards had been in the habit of pro- 
curing their supplies. The governor had solicited the 
opening a* communication, for the relief of the suffering 
inhabitants of his province. Although he had given no 
; flattering evidence, either of friendship, candour, or sin- 
cerity, yet the statement offered by him might be correct; 
and if so, the neutrality of his country established a well- 
founded claim to the benevolence of the Americans. Jack- 
^ son, aware thAt this appeal to his humanity might be a 
j stratagem designed to aid the enemy, and balancing be- 
I tween a desire that these people shc^uld not be seriously 
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injured, and a fear that (he application was intended for^a 
different purpose than was avowed, he determine^ to fetr 
on the side of mercy, and, as far as possible, to relieve 
their wants. This he directed General Winchester, ^t 
^Mobile, to effect, provided his stock of provisions would 
permit it. It was particularly enjoined on him that t^ 
quantity of provisions sent should be small, and to "^ 
conveyed by water: "For," said he, "if the Spaniards are 
really in distress, and the supply sent shall be taken by 
the British, it will excite their just indigpiation toww^ 
them, and erase all friendship, while they will be affordw 
an additional proof of ours: the supply tdo being incod- 
siderable, even if captured, will prove of no great benefit 
to our enemy." 

Jackson's arrangements were well conceived, and r|- 
pidly progressing; but they were still insufficient; and his 
own forebodings assured him, that,, to obtain security, 
something stronger than had been yet resorted to, re- 
quired to be adopted. That there was an enAiy in ^^ 
midst of his camp, more to be feared than thos^ who were 
menacing from abroad, was indeed highly provable; while 
an apprehension indulged, that there w.ere many /o- 
reigners, who, feeling no attachment for the country, an3 
having nothing to defend, would not set* uple to avjdl them- 
selves of every opportunity to give intelligence of the 
strength, situation, and arrangement of his camp, excited 
his fears, and induced a wish to apply the earliest possi^c 
corrective. A stranger himself, his own conjectures might 
not have led to the conclusion; but information received, 
before and soon after his arrival, through different chan- 
nels, and particularly from the governor of the state, had 
awakened a belief, that the country was filled with disaf- 
fected persons, who, if not closely guarded, might occa- 
sion the worst of consequences. Although he had been in 
possession of data^ sufficiently strong to confirm him in 
the opinion, that the facts and circumstances disclosed 
were of a character truly as had been represented, until 
now, no urgent necessity had arisen, rendering ^ resort to 
rigid measures essential to the general safety. Abundant 
evidence of prevailing disaffection had been already ob- 
tained, through Governor Claiborne. In a letter to Gene- 
ral Jackson, after his return from Pensacola, he observed, 
"Enemies to the country may blame your prompt and 
energetic measures; J)ut in the person of every patriot, 
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jou will find a supporter. I am well aware of the lax po- 
lice of this city, and indeed of the whole state, with re- 
spect to strangers. I think, with you, that our country is 
filled * with traitors and spies.' On this subject, I have 
written pressingly to the city authorities and parish 
,|adges. Some regulations, I hope, will be adopted by 
9ie first, and greater vigilance be exercised, in future, by 
the latter." . 

'X. Never, perhaps, all the circumstances considered, did 
ftny Jgeneral advandb {6 the defence and protection of a 
people situated in his own country, where gpreater room 
was had %o distrust the success oi the event, and believe 
all efforts hopeless. That there should be found, at all 
times,, and in all places, an inconsiderable few who would 
tot withhold their assent to a change in the form of any 
government, under which they might live, is not a circum- 
stance to excite surprise. Some could be induced to it, 
it for no other reason, to alter a condition in life, which if 
iaot* improved, might not be rendered worse: and in our 
country particularly, where foreigners are freely and 
readily admitted to all our rights and privileges, many of 
whom have been allured, not by attachment, but from 
hibtiyes of cupidity, may we have cause to regret a want 
•f imion and energy at th6se periods when they shall be 
mostly needed. That . disaffection, however, should be 
jibund in our national councils, is a Source of increased 
regret, and causes it to assume a character of deeper dan- 
ger. ' When, therefore. General Jackson was informed by 
the governor, that the legislature, instead of discharging 
with alacrity, diligence, and good faith,, the duties which 
had been confided to them by their constituents, had, 
under the garb of privilege, endeavoured to Aiar the exe- • 
cution of measures the most salutary, he might w^U con- 
clude the country jri danger, and suspect a want of fidelity 
in her citizens. Upon the yeomanry alone must every 
country depend for its liberty : they are its sinews and its 
strength. Let them continue virtuous, and they will 
cheerfully, nay, fearlessly, maintain themselves against 
aggression; but if they become corrupted, or through the 
intrigue or misconduct of their rulers lose confidence in 
their government, forthwith their importance and value is 
impaired. While the people of Rome felt themselves 
freemen, and proud of the name of citizens, Rome was in- 
vincible: and to descend to times more modem the 
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Strength of France was an overmatch for combined Eu- ' 
rope, only while Frenchmen had confidence in, and regard 
for their government, and felt that they were a constitueiit 
part of it. . 

Although we would gladly draw a veil over the conduct 
of the legislature of Louisiana, and forgive their error, yet 
K it is difficult, nor is it necessary, to forget, that on a former 
~ occasion, at a moment of threatened and expected danger, 
they exerted themselves against the establishment of any 
system of defence. General Flourndy then commanded. 
Apprehending invasion, he applied to the governor for 
whatever aid the state could sSbrd. Constitutional re- 
sources were atteiripted, and efforts made to draw out the 
militia; they resisted the requisition: and that resistance 
scf far from being discountenanced by the legislature then 
•in session, was promoted and encouraged, by their as- 
suming to themselves the right of declaring the demand 
to be illegal, unnecessary, and oppressive. When popu- 
lar resentment is once awakened, and opposition to mea- 
sures once begun, the slightest encouragement impels it 
forward; but when the authorities of a state become 
abettors, and by their conduct and expressions give it 
sanction, the delusion is increased, and forthwith it ^swells 
beyond the bounds where reason can control Thus sup- 
ported, the militia, as might have been expected, stood 
their ground, and resolutely resisted the call to defend 
their country. The example thus established had already 
induced the conviction that they were privileged, and had 
reserved to them, on all occasions, when called for, the 
right of determining if the call were regular, why and 
wherefore made, where they would prefer to act, and to 
be governed accordingly. When, therefore, the first re- 
quisition made by Jackson was attempted to be filled, a 
number made a tender of their services as volunteers; but 
upon condition, that they werg not to be marched from 
the state. The reply made, showed they were to act with 
a general who knew nothing of temporizing policy, aad 
who would go the entire length that safety and 'necessity 
required, and his powers permitted. They were assured 
his object was to defendTthe country, and that he should do 
it at every hazard; that soldiers w^o entered the ranks 
with him to fight the battles of their cou;itry, must forget 
the habits of social life, and be willing and prepared to go 
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wherever duty aiid danger called ; such w^ere the kind of 
troops he wanted, and none others would he have. 

Influenced by these and other considerations, which 
were daily disclosed; sensible of the danger that sur- 
rounded him; and from a conviction founded, as he 
thought, not upoQ light considerations, that the country 
without a most decisive course could not be saved, he 
brought to the view of the legislature the propriety and 
necessity of suspending the writ of habeas corpus, 'To at- 
tempt himself so new and bold a course, he was satisfied 
might draw to him the reproofs and censures of the or- 
thodox politicians of the day, and involve him in many 
and various reproaches. The legislature had already in- 
terrupted the commerce by declaring and enforchig an 
embargo; and the exercise of this subsequent authority, 
equally necessary with the first, could involve, he. sup- 
posed, no higher exercise of power than the enactment of 
an embargo law. He was solicitous, therefore, to relieve 
himself o£ the responsibility, by prevailing on the legisla- 
ture to do that. which necessity and the security of the 
country seemed imperiously to require. They proceeded 
slowly to the investigation, and were deliberating, with 
great caution, upon their right, authority, and constitu- 
tional power to adopt such a measure, when the General, 
sensible that procrastination was dangerous, and might 
defeat the objects intended to be answered, assumed all 
responsibility, and superseded their deliberations by de- 
claring the city and env irons of New Orleans under mar- 
tial law. . . ^ 

All persons entering the city were required imme- 
diately to report themselves to the adjutant-general; and 
on failing to do so, were to be arrested and detained for 
examination. None were to depart from it, or be suffered 
to pass beyond the chain of sentinels, but by permission 
from the commanding general, or one of the staff*: nor 
was any vessel or craft to be permitted to sail on the 
river,- or the lakes, but by the same authority, or a pass- 
port signed by the commander of the naval forces. 

The lamps were to be extinguished at nine o'clock at 
Aght; after which time, all persons found in the streets, 
or from their respective homes, without permission in 
writing, signed as above, were to be arrested as spies, and 
detained for examination. 

At a crisis so important, and from a persuasion that the 
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country in its menaced situation, could not be preserved 
by the exercise of any ordinary powers, he believed '^it 
best to adopt a course that should be efficient, even if it 
partially endangered the rights and privileges of the citi- 
zen. He proclaimed martial law, believing necessity and 
policy required it: "Under a solemn conviction that the 
country, committed to his care, could by such a measure 
alone be saved from utter^ ruin; and from a religious be- 
lief, that he was performing the most important and sacred 
duty. By it, he intended to supersede such civil powers, 
as, in their operation, inter&red with those he was 
obliged to exercise. He thought that, at such a moment, 
constitutional forms should be suspended, for the preser- 
vation of constitutional rights; and that there could be no 
question, whether it wei'e better to depart, for a moment, 
from* the enjoyment of our dearest privileges, or to have 
them wrested for ever." 

This rigid course was by no means well received. 
Whether it had for its object good or evil : whether 
springing from necessity or a spirit of oppression in its 
author, with many, was not a material question : it was suf- 
ficient that they considered it an infraction of the law, to 
excite their warmest opposition; whilst the long approved 
doctrine of necemtas rei afforded no substantial argument 
to induce a conviction of its propriety. Whether the 
civil should yield to military law, or which should havfe 
c-jntrol, with those whose anxious wishes were the safety 
of the state, was not a matter of deep or serious concenif; 
but to busy politidans, and lukewarm breasts, it opened a 
field for investigation : and many a fire-side patriot had 
arguments at command, to prove it an usurpation of 
power, an outrage upon government, and a violation of 
the constitution. During the invasion, and while affairs 
of major importance impended, no occasion was presented 
of testing its correctness^ but soon as the enemy had- re- 
tired, and before it was ascertained, whether, at some 
more fortunate and less guarded, point, they might not 
return to renew those efforts which had so lately fdled, 
Dominick A. Hall, judge of the United- States' court for 
the district, determined to wage a war of authority; and to 
have decided, if, iri any event, the civil power could beV 
deprived of supremacy. Jackson presumed his time erf 
too great importancey at so momentous a period, to be 
wasted in the discussion of such matters. He gavQ ta^t, 
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tfaerefore, the only attention which he bdleved its officious- 
ness merited^ and instead of obeying the commandy arrest- 
ed, and ordered the judge to leave the city. Peace being 
presently restored, and danger over, the judge renewed 
the contest; and causing the general to appear before him, 
oil a process of contempt, for detaining and refusing to 
obey a writ of habeas corpus, amerced Jiim in a fine of a 
thousand dollars. How far he was actuated by correct 
motives, in exclusion to those feelings which sometimes 
estrange the judgment, his own conscience can determine; 
and how far his proceedings were fair and liberal, will 
appear hereafter, when, in proper order, we shaJl be 
brought to examine this prosecution. For the prcscntu 
'We are confident, that if ever there was a case that could 
justify or excuse a departure from- the law, its features 
•were not stronger than those which influenced Genera! 
Jackson, in suspending the rights of the citizens. If judge 
Hall were impelled to the course he' took, in defence of the 
violated dignity of the constitution, and to protect the 
rights of a government, whpse judicial powers he repre-' 
sented, whether right or wrong, he deserves not censure; 
although it might be well replied, that a more glorious 
opportunity of showing his devotedness to his country 
had just passed, when he might truly have aided in de- 
fence of her honour, nor left even room for his motives to 
have been unfairly appreciated. 

This strong and efficient measure had not been resorted 
to from the mere anticipation of danger; already sufficient 
causes existed; and intrigue and stratagem were busily 
winding their way into our canip : they were either to be 

Sut down, or every hope of successful resistance aban- 
oned.. England, never at a loss for varnished statements, 
to give plausibility to her views, not only held forth the 
idea that she had come to restore the inhabitants to higher 
privileges than they enjoyed, but, to render the delusion 
more complete, through her emissaries, propagated the 
belief, that, as the friend of Spain, she had come 4o re- 
store West Florida to its rightful owner, and the citizens 
tO' their lawful sovereign. Composed, as our army at 
"diis time was, pf heterogeneous materials. Frenchmen, 
^amards, and natives, it required constant efforts to keep 
ii^ve excitement, and ward off despondency. Learning 
* tWfumours that had been propagated, and fearing lest 
iHty might have an injurious tendency, Jg-ckson imme- 
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diately circulated an address to bis troops, in which he 
sought to counteract the effect, and preserve their ardour 
and devotion to their country. 

** Believe not," he observed, ** that the. threatened in- 
vasion is with a view to restore the country to Spain. It 
is founded in design, and a supposition that you would be 
willing to return to your ancient government Listen not 
to such incredible tales: your government is at peace 
with Spain. It is your vital enemy, the common enemy 
of mankind, the highway robber of the world, that has 
sent fiis hirelings among you, to put you from your guards 
that you may fall an easier prey. Then look to your li- 
berty, your property, the chastity of your wives and daugh- 
ters. Take a retrospect of the conduct of the British 
army at Hampton^ and at other places where it has enter- . 
ed our country — ^and ^very bosom, which glows with pa- 
triotism and virtue, will be inspired with indignation, and 
pant for the arrival of the hour when we shall meet and 
revenge those outrages against the laws of civilization and 
humanity." 

With the exception of the Kentucky troops, which 
were yet absent, the forces expected had arrived. Gene- 
ral Carroll had reached Coffee's encampment, four miles 
above the city, on the 2ist, and immediately reported to 
the commanding general. The officers were busily en- 
gaged in drilling, manoeuvring, and organizing the troops,' 
and in having every thing ready for action, the moment it 
should become necessary. No doubt was entertained, but 
the British would be able to effect a landing at some point : 
the principal thing to be guarded against was not to pre-- 
vent it; for, since the loss of the gun-boats, any attempt 
of that kind could only be regarded a^ hopeless: but, by 
preserving constant vigilance, and thereby having the 
earliest intelligence of an approach, they might be met at 
the very threshold, and opposed. Small guard boats 
were constantly plying on the lakes, to watch, and give 
information of every movement Some of these had. 
come m, late on the evening of the 22d, and reported that 
all was quiet, and that no unfavourable appearance por- 
tended in that direction. With such vigilance, constant- * 
ly exercised, it is truly, astonishing that the enemy should 
have: effected an invasion, and succeeded in disembarking^'^ 
so large a. force, without the slightest intimation bcii 
had, u^til they were accidentally discovered emer| 
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from the swamp and woods, about seven miles below tlie 
city: why it so happened, treason may conjecture, al- 
though the truth is yet unknown. The general impres* 
sion is, it was through information given by a party of 
Spanish fishennen, that so secret a disembarkation was 
effected. Several of tthem had settled at the mouth of 
tjiiis bayou, and supported themselves by fish which they 
caug*ht, and vended in. the market at New Orleans. Ob- 
structions, as, we haye already stated, were ordered to be 
inade on every* inlet, and the . Louisiana militia had been 
despatched for that purpose. This place had not received 
the attention its importance merited : nor was it until the 
22d,'that General Villery, charged with the execution of 
this order, had placed here a small detachment of men.. 
Towards day, the enemy, silently proceeding up the bayou, 
landed, and succeeded in capturing the whole of this 
party, except two, who fleeing to the swamp, endeavour- 
ed to reach the city; but, owing to the thick undergrowth 
of the forest, which rendered it almost impervious, they 
did not arrive until after the enerby had reached the banks 
of the Mississippi. 

Bayou Bienvenu, through which the British effected a 
landing, \s an arm of considerable width, stretching to- 
wards the Mississippi from lake Borgne, and about fiiteen 
miles south-east of New Orleans, It had been reported 
to General Jackson on the 23dj that, the day before, seve- 
ral strange sail had been descried off Terre au Bcsu£ To 
ascertain correctly the truth of the statement,, Majors Ta- 
tum land Latour, topographical engineers, had been sent 
off, with orders to proceed in that direction, and learn if 
any thing were attempting there. It was towards noon 
of the -23d, when they started. Approaching General 
VUlery's plantation^ and perceiving at a»distance, soldiers 
and persons fleeing hastily away, they at once supposed 
the enemy had arrived. What, however, was but sur- 
ihise, was presently, and on nearer observation, rendered 
certain ; and it was now no longer a doubt, but that the 
British had landed, in considerable force, and actually 
gained, unobserved, the house of General Villery, on the 
' bank of the Mississippi, where they had surprised and 
made prisoners, a company of militia who were there 

posted. 

Major Tatum, hastening back, announced the disco- 
very. Pireparations to ^ct were immediately made by 

q2 
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General Jaokson, believing that to act speedily, was of iM 
highest importance. Signal guns were fired, and ex* 
presses sent forward, to concentrate his forces, resolving 
that night to meet the invaders anrf to try his own antl 
their firmness. 
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General Jackson concentrates his forces, and inarches to fight thie 
enemy. — Alarms of the city. ^Anecdote.— Mode .of attack, and 
battle of the 23d of December. — British reinforcements jffiive du- 
ring the action.— ^Arrital of General CarroU'a divi^on.— !-Ojur army 
retires from the field. — Effects of tins battle. — Jackson establishes 
a line of defence. — General Morgan b ordered on the right hank 
of the Mississippi. — ^Destruction and loss of the Caroline schooner. — 
Battle of the 28th December.— Gonduct. of the legislature ofLoitS- 
.9iana ; their deliberations suspended.-^Scarcity of amis in die 
American camp 

The hour to test the hravery of his troops had arrived. 
The approacH of the enemy, Rushed with the hope of vic- 
tory^ was announced to Jackson a little after one o'clock 
in the afternoon. There were too many reasons, assuring 
him 5»f the necessity of acting speedily, to hesitate a mo- 
ment on the course proper to be pursued. Could he as^ 
sail them, and obtain even a partial advantage, it might 
be beneficial — it might arrest disaffection — buoy up the 
despondent — determine the wavering, and bring within 
his reach resources for to-morrow, which might, wiiolly 
fail, should fsar once take* possession of the public mind. 
It was a moment, too, of all others, most propitious to 
success. He well knew the greater part of his troops 
were inured to marching and fatigue, while those opposed 
I to him had just been landed from a long voyage, and were 
as yet without activity, and unfitted for bodily exertion. 
-Moreover, a part only might have arrived from the ship- 
f»ing, while* the remainder would be certainly disembarked 
as early as possible. These circumstances seemed to 
augment the chances of victory, if now sought; but 
which if deferred, might, in a little time, disappear. He 
resolved, at all events, to march, and that night give them 
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bfttk^ • Generals Coffee and Carroll were ordered to pro- 
ceed immediately from their encampment,^and join him* 
with all haste* Although four miles above, they arrived 
in the city in less than two hours after the order bad been 
issued. These forces, with th^ seventh .and forty-fourth 
regiments, th^ Louisiana .tropps, and Colonel Hinds' dra- 
goons, from Mississippi, constituted the ^rength of liis 
army, which could be carried into action against an enemy 
whose numbers, at this time, could only be conjectured. 
It was thought advisable that General Carroll and his di- 
visioiKshould Jbe disposed in the rear, for the reason that 
there was no correct information of the force landed 
through Villery's canal, and because Jackson feared that 
this probably might be merely a feint intended to divert 
liii attention, while a stronger and more numerous divi- 
sion, gaining some point higher on the lake, might, by 
advancing in his absence, gain his rear, and succeed in 
their designs. Uncertain of their movements, it was es- 
sential he should be prepared for the worst, and, by diffe- 
rent dispositions of his troops, be ready to resist, in what- 
ever quarter he might be assailed. Carroll, therefore, at 
the head of his division, and Governor Claiborne, with the 
state militia, were directed tp take post on the GeJitilly 
road, which lead frpm Chef Menteur to l^ew Orleans, and 
to defend it to the last extremity. 

I Alamx pervaded the city. The marching and counter- 
marching -of the troops— the proximity of the enqmy — 
jvith the approaching contest, and uncertainty of its issue, 
had excited a general fear. Already might the British be 
' on their way, and at hand, before the necessary arrange- 
' ments could be made to oppose them. To prevent this, 
Colonel Hayne, with tyo companies of riflemen, and the 
Mississippi dragoons, was sent forward to reconnoitre 
their camp, learn their position and numbers; and, in the 
event they should be found advancing, tg harass and op- 
pose them at every step, until the main body of the army 
should arrive. 

'Every thing being ready, .General Jackson commenced 
his march, to meet and fight the veteran troops of En- 
gland. An inconsiderable circumstance, at this moment, 
evinced what unlimited confidence was reposed in his skill 
and bravery. As his troops were marching to battle 
through the city, his ears were assailed with screams and 
cries of innumerable females, who had collected on the 
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wayf and seemed, to apprehend the worst of coBscquences*^ 
Feeling for their distresses, and anxious 16 quiet themt" 
he directed Mr. Livingston, ofte of his aids-de-camp, to ad- 
dress them in the French language. "Say to them," said; 
he, "not to be alarmed :*the enemy shall never reach the 
city.** It operated like an electric shock. To- know that 
he himself was not apprehensive of any fatal result, in-' 
spired them with altered feelings; sorrow forthwith was 
ended, and grief converted into hope and confidence. 

The General arrived in view of the enemy a little before' 
^dark. Having previously ascertained from Colonel Haynfe,; 
who had been sent in advance, their position,' and that 
theii* strength was about two thousand men,* he imme- 
diately concerted the mode of attack, and hastened to 
execute ft Commodore Patterson, who commanded the 
naval forces on this station, with Captain Henly, on board 
the Caroline, had been directed to anchor in front of their' 
line, and open upon them from the "guns of" the schooner; 
this being the appointed signal, when given, the attacl^ 
was to be waged simultaneously on a}l sides. The fireA 
from the camp disclosed their position, and showed their 
encampment, formed with tbe left resting on the river, 
and extending at right angles' into the open field. General 
CofFee, with his brigade, "Colonel Hinds' dragoons, and 
Captain Beal's company of riflemen, was ordered to 
oblique to the left, and, by a circuitous^ route, avoid 
the pickets, and endeavour to turn their right wing; 
having succeeded in this, he was directed to form his line, 
and press the enemy towards the river, where they would 
be exposed more completely to the fire of the Caroline. 
The rest of the troops, consisting of the regulars, Plau- 
che's city volunteers, Daquin's coloured troops, the ar- . 
tillery under Lieutenant Spotts, supported by a company 
of marines commanded by Colonel M'Kee, advanced on 
the road along the bank of the Mississippi, and were com- 
manded by Jackson in person. 

General Coffee with silence and caution had advanced 
beyond their pickets, next the swamp, and nearly reached , 
the point to which he was ordered, when a broadside from 



* This opinion, as it afterwards appeared, was incoirect. The 
number of tlie enemy, at the commencement of the action, wad three 
thousand, and Wa^ shortly afterwaixls mcreased by additional fotxsesi' 
our atrenglh did jiot exceed two thousand. .<;:• 
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the Caroline anngunced the battle begun. Patterson had 
proceeded slowly, givin|f time, as he believed for the exe- 
cution ot those arrangements contetnplated on the shore* 
So sanguine had the British been in the belief that they 
would be ^ndly received, and little opposition attempted, 
that the Cacoline ' floated by the sentinels, and anchored 
before their camp, without any kind of molestation. On 
passing the front picket, she was hailed in a low tone of 
voice, but not returning an answer, no further question 
was made. This, added to some other attendant circum- 
stances, confirmed the opinion that they believed her a 
vessel laden with provisions, which had been sent out from 
New Orleans, and was intended for them. Having reached 
what, from their fiires, appeared to be the centre of their 
encampment, her anchors were cast, and her character 
and business disclosed from her gunsl So unexpected an 
attack produced a momentary confusion ; but, recovering, 
she was answered by a discharge of musketry, and flight 
of congreve rockets, which passed without injury, while 
the grape and canister from her guns, were pouring de- 
structively on them. To take away the certainty of aim 
afforded by the light from the fires, these were immediately 
extinguished, and thev retired two or three hundred yards 
into the open field, if not out of i^ach of the cannon, at 
least, to a distance, where, by the darkness of the night, 
they would be protected. 

Coffee had dismounted his men, and turned his horses 
loose, at a large ditch, next the swamp, in the rear of La- 
rond's plantation, and gained, as he believed, the centre. 
<rf the enemy's line, when the signal from the Caroline 
reached him. He directly wheeled the columns in, and 
extending his line parallel with the river, moved towards 
their camp. He had advanced scarcely more than a hun- 
dred yards, when he 'received a heavy fire, from a line 
formed in his front; this was an unexpected circumstance, 
as he supposed the enemy posted principally at a distance, 
and that the only opposition he should meet, until he ap- 
proached the levee,* would be from their advanced pickets. 

* Banks on the margin of the river to confine the stream to its bed; 
and which are exteiid«l along the Misflissippi on both Bides, iitxm the 
tenaination oi the highlands, near Baton Rouge. Frequently the 
river, in its verqal floods^ rises above the elevation of the plains, and 
Ihen the security of the country is dependent on the strength of those 
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The circumstance of his comuig in contact with them ao 
soon, was owing to the severe attack of the schoonef, 
which had compelled the enemy to. abandon their camp, 
and form without the reach of her guns. The moon shone, 
biit reflected her light too feebly to discover objects at a 
distance. The only mean, therefore, of producing certain 
effect, with the kind of force engaged, which consisted 
chiefly of riflemen, was not to venture at random, but to 
discharge their pieces only when there should be a cert 
tainty of felling the object This order being given, the 
line pressed on, and having gained a position near enough 
to distinguish, a general nre was given; it was well di» 
rected, and too severe and destructive to be withstood;} 
the enemy gave way, and retreated, — rallied,— -formed,— 
were charged, and again retreated. Our gallant yeomanry, 
led by their brave commander, urged fearlessly on, and 
drove their invaders from every position they attempted 
to maintain. Their general was under no necessity to 
encourage and allure them to deeds of valour: his own 
- example was sufficient to excite them. Always in the 
midst, he displayed a coolness and disregard of danger, 
calling to his troops, that they had often said they could 
fight— now was the time to prove it 

The enemy, driven by the resolute firmness and ardour 
of the assailants, had reached a grove of orange treesj* 
with a ditch running past it, protected, by a fence on the 
margin. Here they were formed for battle. It was a fa« 
vourable position, promising security, and was occupied 
with a confidence they could not be forced to yield it 
Coffee's dauntless yeomanry, strengthened in their hopes 
of success, moved on, nor discovered the advantages 
against them, until a fire from the British' line discovered 
their position and defence. A sudden check was given^ 
but it was only momentary, for gathering fresh ardour, 
they charged across the ditch, gave a deadly and de- 
structive fire, a^d forced them to retire. The retreat con- 
tinued, Until gaining a similar position, the enemy made 
another stand, and were again driven from it with con- 
siderable loss. 

The battle raged on the left wing, until the British 
i^iE^hed the bank of the river, ; where a determined stand 

levies; they not unfrcquently break, when incalculable biury is the 
ooosequence. \ 
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vas ihade^ and further encroachments resisted: for half an 
hour the conflict was extremely violent on both« sides. 
The American troops could not be driven from their pur- 
pose, nor the British made to yield their ground; at 
kngdiV having suffered greatly, the latter were under the 
necessity of taking refuge behind the levee, which afforded 
a breast-work, and gave protection from the fatal fire of 
our riflemen. Coffee, unacquainted with their position, 
for the darkness had greatly increased, already contem- 
plated again to charge them; but one of his ofRcers, who 
had discovered the advantage their situation afforded, as- 
sured him it was too hazardous; that they could* be driven 
no further, and inust, from the point they occupied, resist 
with the bayonet, and would repel, with considerable loss, 
any attempt that might be made to dislodge them. The 
|»lace of their retirement was covered in front by an em- 
bankment, which had been extended into the field, to ex- 
clude the river, in consequence of the first being encroached 
upon, and undermined in several places; the former, how- 
ever, waS' entire, in many parts, which, interposing be- 
tweien them and the Mississippi, afforded security from 
the broadsides of the. schooner, which lay off at some dis- 
tance. An apprehension, lest, by. moving nearer the 
river, he might greatly expose himself to the fire of the 
Caroline, which was yet spiritedly maintaining the con- 
flict, induced Coffee to retire until he could hear from the 
commanding general, and receive his further orders. 

During this time, the right wing, under Jackson, had 
been no less prompt and active. A detachment of artil- 
lery, under Lieutenant Spotts, supported by sixty marines, 
and constituting the advance, had moved upon the road, 
next the levee. On the left was the seventh regiment of 
infantry, led by* Major Piere. The forty-fourth, com- 
manded by Major Baker, was formed on the extreme left; 
while Plauche's and Daquin's battalions of city guards^ 
were directed to be posted in the centre, between, the 
seventh and forty-fourth. The General had ordered 
Colonel Ross, wluv^uring the night, acted in the capacity 
of brigadier-general, foFlie-si^as without a brigadier, on 
hearing the signal from the CarolfarSj^KL^^^^ °? by heads 
of confpanies, and, on reaching the erieih^'s *i"^> ^^ ^^■ 
ploy, and unite the left wing of his commaSf^ ^^^^ ^^^^ 
light of General Coffee *s. This order was omi!tc^ ^^.^^ 
executed; and the consequence was an early introduv'^^®^ 
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of confusion in the ranks, whereby Vas prevented the itia- 
portant design of uniting the two divisions. 

Instead of moving in column from the first pdsidon, tht 
troops, with the exception of the seventh regiment, next 
the person of the General, which- advanced agreeably to 
the mstructions given, were formed 'and' inarched in ex- 
tended line. Having sufficient ground to form on at first; 
no inconvenience was it the moment sustained; but this . 
advantage presently failing, the centre became compress- 
ed, and was forced without the line in the rear. The 
river, from where they were formed, gradually inclined 
to the left,' and diminished the space originally possessed: 
farther in stood • Larond's' house, surrounded hf a grove 
of clustered orange trees: this pressing the left, and the 
river the right wing to the centre; formed a Ictirve, which 
presently threw the principal pkrt of Plauche's and Da- 
quin's battalions without the line. This inconvenience 
might have been remedi^, but for the briskness of the 
advance, and the darkness of the night.- A heavy fire 
from behind a fence, immediately before them, had brought 
the enemy to view. Acting in obedience to orders, ilot 
to waste their ammunition at random, bur troops pressed 
forward against the opposition in fronts and -thereby threw 
those battalions in the rear. 

• A fog rising from the river, and which, added to the 
smoke from the guns, was covering the plain, gradually 
diminished the little light shed by, the moon, and greatly 
increased the darkness of the night: no clue was left to 
ascertain how or where the enemy were situated. There 
was no alternative but to move in the direction of their 
fire, which subjected the assailants to material disadvan- 
tages. The British, driven from their first position, had. 
retired, and occupied another, behind* a •Jeep ditch, that 
ran out of the Mississippi towards the swamp, on the 
margin of which was a wood railed fence. Here, strength- 
ened by increased nunibers, they again opposed the ad- 
vance of our troops. Having waited until they had ap- 
proached sufficiently near to be discoyere/^, from <hdr 
lastnesses they discharged a fire upon the advancing army« 
Instantly our battery M^a^&rmed, and poured destructive^ 
ly upon them; while the infantry, pressing forward,* aided 
in the conflict which at this point was for some time spi- 
ritedly m^hitained. At this moment, a brisk sally vrv^ 
ihade Upon our advance, wben the marines, unequal to 
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th^ as«auU» /were already giving way. The adjutant-ge- 
neral, and Colonels Piatt and Chotard, with apart of the 
seventh) hastening to their suppbrt, drove the enemy, and 
saved the artillery from capture. General Jackson, per- 
ceiving the decided advantages which were derived from 
the position they occupied, ordered their line to be charged. 
It was executed with promptnefss. Pressing on, our troops 
gained the ditch, and, pouring across it a well aimed fir^, 
compelled them td retreat, and to abandon their entrench- 
ment. The plain, on which they were contending, was 
^t to pieces by races -from the river, to convey the water 
to the swanip. The enemy were, therefore, very soon 
tabled to occupy another position, equally favourable 
with the one whence they had been just driven^ where 
they formed for battle, and, for some time, gallantly main- 
tained themselves; but which, at length, and after stub- 
bom resistance, they were forced to yield. 

The enemy, discovering the firm and obstinate advance 
made by the right wing of the American army, and pre- 
auming perhaps that its principal strength was posted on 
the road, formed the intention . of attacking violently the 
left% Obliquing, for this purpose, an attempt ^as made 
to turn it. At this moment, Daquin's and the battalion 
6f city guards, being marched up, and formed on the left 
of the forty-fourth i^egiment, met and repulsed them. 

The particular moment of the contest prevented many 
of those benefits which might have been derived from the 
artillery. The darkness of the hi^ht was such, that the 
blaze of the enemy's musketry was the only light afforded 
by which to detennine their position, or be capable of 
taking our own to advantage; yet, notwithstanding, it 
gpreatly annoyed them, whenever it could be brought to 
bear. Directed by Lieutenant Spotts, a vigilant and skil- 
ful .officer, with men to aid him who looked to nothing 
but a zealous discharge of their duty, the most essential 
and important services were rendered. 

The enemy had been thrice assailed and for nearly a 
mile compelled to yield their ground. They had now re- 
tired, and, if found, were to be sought for amidst the 
darkness of the night. The General determined to halt, 
wid ascertain Coffee's position and success, previously to 
waging the battle further; for as yet ho communication 
had passed between them. He entertained no doubt, 
from the brisk firing in that direction, that he had been 
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warmly engaged; but this had now nearly subsided; the 
Cai*6]ine5 too, had almost ceased her operations; it being 
only occasionally, that the noise of her guns disclosed the 
little opportunity she possessed of acting efficiently. 

The express despSitched to General Jackson, from the 
left wing, having reached him, he determined to prose- 
cute the successes he had gained, no further. The dark- 
ness of the night — the confusion into which his own divi- 
sion had been thrown, and a similar disaster communicat- 
ed on the part of Coffee, all pointed to the necessity of 
retiring from the field, and abandoning the contest The 
bravery and firmness already displayed by his troops, had 
induced with him ^a belief that by pressing forward he 
might capture the whole British army: at any rate, he 
considered it but a game of -venture and hazard, ^which, if 
unsuccessful, could not occasion his own defeat If in- 
competent to its execution, and superior numbers, or su- 
perior discipline, should compel him to recede from the 
effort, he well knew the enemy would not have temerity 
enough to attempt pursuit. The extreme darkness — their 
entire ignorance of the situation of the country,, and an 
apprehension lest their forces might be greatly outnum- 
bered, afforded sufficient reasons on which to ground a 
belief, that although beaten from his purpose, he would 
yet have it in his power to retire in safety: but on the 
arrival of the express from Geiieral Coffee, learning thence 
the strong position to which the' enemy had retired, and 
that a part of the left wing had been detached, and were 
m all probability captured, he determined to retire from 
the contest, nor attempt a further prosecution of his suc- 
cesses. General Coffee was accordingly directed to with- 
draw, and take a position, where the line had been first 
formed: and thither the troops on the right were also 
ordered to be marched. 

Cojonel Dyer, who commanded the extreme left of Cof- 
^ fee's brigade, on clearing the grove, after the enemy had 
retired, was marching in a direction where he expected 
to find the General; he very soon discovered a force in 
front, and halting his men, hastened towards it; arriving 
within a short distance, he was hailed, ordered to stop, 
and report to whom he. belonged: Dyer, and Gibson, his 
lieutenant-colonel, advanced, and stated they were of Cof- 
fee's bcigade; by this time they had arrived within a shor; 
distance of the line, and perceiving that the name of the 
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brigade they had stated was not understood, their appre- 
hensions were awakened, lest it might be a detachment of 
the enemy; in this opinion they were immediately con- 
firmed, and wheeling to return, were fired on and pur- 
sued. Gibson had scarcely started when he fell; before 
he could recover, a soldier, quicker than the rest, had 
reached and pinned him to the ground with his bayonet; 
fortunately the stab had but slightly wounded him, and he 

. was only held by his clothes: thus pinioned, and perceiv- 
ing others to be briskly advancing, but a moment was 
leu for ' deliberation ; — ^making a violent exertion, and 
springing to his feet, he threw his assailant to the ground, 
and made good his retreat. Colonel Dyer had retreated 

■ about fifty yards, when his horse dropped dead; entan- 
gled in the fall, and being slightly wounded in the thigh, . 
there was little prospect of relief, for the enemy were 
briskly advancing: his men being near at hand, he ordei*- 
ed them to advance and: fire, which checked the approach, 
and enabled him to escape. Being now at the head oi 
his command,-:— perceiving an enemy in a direction he had 
notexpected, and unceftrfn how or where he might find 
General Coffee, he determined to seek him to the right, 
and moving on with his little band, forced his way through 
the enemy's lines, with the loss of sixty-three of his men, 
who were killed and taken. Captain Beal of the rifle 
corps, with equal bravery, charged through tlie enemy, 
carrying off some prisoners, and losing several of his own 
company. 

This reinforcement of the British Tiad arrived from 
Bayou Bienvenu, after night. The boats that landed the ' 
Erst detachment, had proceeded back to the shipping, and 
having returned, were on their way up the bayou, when 
they heard the guns of the combatants ; moving hastily on 
to the assistance of those whq had debarked before them, 
they reached- the shore, and knowing nothing of the situa- 
tion of the two armies, during the engagement advanced 
in the rear of General Coffee. Coming in contact with 
Colonel Dyer and Captain Beal, they filed off to the left, 
and reached the British lines. Dyer and Beal retreating 
back to where the brigade had first dismounted, united 
with General Coffee again. 

Jackson had gone into this battle confident of success;, 
and his arrangements were such as "would have ensured 
it, even to a much greater extent, but for the intervention 
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of circumstances that could not be foreseen. The Caroliiie 
had given her signals, and commenced the battle, a little 
too early, before Coffee had reached and taken his position, 
and before every thing was fully in readiness, to attain the 
objects designed : but it was chiefly 6wing to the confusion 
introduced at first into the ranks, which checked the ra- 
pidity of his advance — gave the enemy time for prepara- 
tion, and prevented his division from uniting with the 
right wing of General Coffee's brigade. 

Colonel Hinds, with one hundred and eighty dragoons, 
was not brought into action during the night. Interspersed 
as the plain was, with innumerable ditches, diverging Iq 
different directions, it was impossible that cavalry could 
act to any kind of advantage: they were now formed in 
advance, to watch, until morning, the movements of the 
enemy. 

From the experiment just made General Jackson be- 
lieved it would be in his power, on a renewed attack, to 
capture the British army: he concluded, therefore, to 
order down to his assistance General CarroU with his di- 
vision, and to assail them again at the dawti of day. Bi- 
lleting <iover!ior^'G4fttbome to remain at his position, for 
defence of an important pass to the city, the Gentilly road, 
he despatched an express to Carroll, stating to him, tliat, 
in the event there had been nb appearance of a force 
during the night, in the direction of Chef Menteur, to 
hasten and join him with the troops under his commands 
this order was executed by one o'clock in the raoraing. 
Previously, however, to his arrival, a different determina- 
tion was made. From prisoners who had been brought 
in, and through deserters, it was ascertained that the 
strength of the enemy, during the battle, was four thousand, 
and, with the reinforcements which had reached them, 
after its commencement, and during the action, their force 
could not be less than six^-^at any rate, it would greatly 
exceed his own, even after the Tennessee division should 
be added. Although very decided advantages had been 
obtained, yet they had been procured under circumstances 
that might be wholly lost in a contest waged in open day, 
between forces so disproportionate, and by undisciplined 
troops, against veteran soldiers. Jackson well knew it 
was incumbent upon him to act a part entirely defensive: 
should the attempt to gain and destroy the city succeed, , 
numerous difficuhies would present themselves, which 
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tn^h't be avoided, so long as he could hold the enemy in 
check, and halt him in his designs. Prompted by these 
considerations — that it was important to pursue a course 
calculated to assure safety ; and believing it attainable in 
no way so effectually, as in occupying some point, and by 
the strength he might give it, compensate for the infe- 
riorit)L bf his numbers, and their want of discipline, he de- 
termined to forbear all further offensive efforts until he 
could more certainly discover the views of the enemy, and 
until the Kentucky troops, which had not yet arrived, 
should reach him. Pursuing this idea, at four o'clock in 
the morning, having ordered Colonel Hinds to occupy the 
ground he was then abandoning, and to observe the enemy 
closely, he fell back, and pitched his encampment behind 
a deep ditch that stretched to the swamp at right angles 
from the river. There were two circumstances strongly 
recoi^mending the importance of this place: the swamp, 
which, from the high lands at Baton Rouge, skirts the 
river at irregular distances, and is in many places almost 
impervious, .had here approached within lour hundred 
yards of the Mississippi, and hence, from the narrowness 
of the pass, was more easily to be defended; added to 
which, there was a deep canaK whence the dirt being 
thrown on the upper' side, already formed a tolerable 
work of defence. Behind this, his troops were formed, 
and proper measures adopted for increasing its strength, 
with a determination never to abandon it; but there va- 
liantly to defend those rights which were sought to be 
outraged and destroyed by our enemy. 

Promptitude in decision, and activity in execution, con- 
stitute the leading traits of Jackson's character. No 
sooner resolved' on the course deemed necessary to be pur- 
sued, than with every possible despatch he hastens its com- 
pletion. Before himr was an army proud of its name, and 
distinguished for deeds of valoifr. Opposed to which was 
his own unbending spirit, and an inferior, undisciplined, 
and unarmed force, lie conceived, therefore, his to be a 
defensive policy; that by prudence and cautioi) he might 
be able to preserve, what offensive operation would have a 
tendency to endanger. Hence, witli activity and industry, 
based on a hope of ultimate success, he commenced his 
plan of defence, determining to fortify himself effectually, 
as the peril and pressure of the moment would permit. 
When to expect attack he could not tell; preparation and 
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reftdines* to meet it^ was. for him to detenmne, all eke ivoi^ 
for the enemy. Promptly, therefore, he proceeded wiUv 
his system of defence; and with such thoughtfulness and 
anxiety — ^that until the night of the 27th, when his line 
was completed, he never slept, or for a moment closed his 
eyes. Resting his hope, of safety here, he was every 
where, through the night, present, encouraging his 
troops, and hastening a completion of the work. The 
concern and excitement produced by the mighty objeci 
before him, were such 'as to overcome the demands of 
nature, and for four days and three nights, he was with- 
out sleep, and constantly employed^ His line of defence 
being completed on the night of the 27th, he, for the first 
time since the arrival of the enemy, retired to* rest and re- 
pose. 

The soldier who has stood the shock of battle, and 
knows what slight circumstances oftentimes produce de^ 
cided advantages, will be able, properly to appreciate the 
events of this night Although the dreadful carnage of 
the 8th of January, was in fact the finishing blow, that 
struck down the towering hopes of thofee invaders, and 
put an end to the contest, yet in the battle of. the 23d, is 
there to be found abundant cause why success resulted to 
our arms, and safety was given to the.cpuntry. The Bri- 
tish had reached the Mississippi without the fire of a gu% 
and encamped upon its banks as composedly as if they 
had been seated on their own soil, and at a distance from 
all danger. These were circumstances which kwakened 
a belief that they expected little oi>position, — were certain, 
of success, — andv that the troops with whom they were to 
contend would scarcely venture to resist: resting thus conf 
fidently, they would the next day have cmpved forward^ 
and succeeded in the accomplishment of their designs. 
Jackson, convinced that "an early impression wa? essential 
to ultimate success, had resolved to assail them at the mo* 
ment of their landing, and " attack them in their first po-. 
sition:" we have, therefore, seen him, with a force inferior 
one half, to that of the enemy, at an unexpected moment, 
break into their camp, and with his undisciplined yeo- 
manry, drive before him the pride of England, and the 
conquerors of Europe.. It was an event that could not 
fail to destroy all previous theories, and establish a con- 
clusion, which our enemy had hot before formed, that 
they were contending against valour inferior to none they 



kad seen ;<-Tbefore which their own bravery Ihad not stood^ 
•iftor their skill availed them: it had the effect of satisfying 
themj that the quantity and l&ind of troops it was in our 
power to wield, must be different from any thing that had 
been represented; for ipuch as they had heard of the 
courage of the man with whom they were contending, they 
could not suppose, that a general having a country to de- 
faid, and a reputation to preserve, would venture to attack^ 
on their own chosen groundi| a greatly superior army, ana 
one, which, by the numerous victories it had achieved, 
had already acquired a fame in arms; they were convinced 
that his force must greatly surpass what they had expected, 
and be composed of materials different from what they had 
imagined. 

The American troops, which were actually engaged* 
did not amount to two thousand men: they consisted of 
part of 
- Coffee's brigade land Captain Beal's company, 648 

The 7th and 44th regiments, 763 

' Company of marines and artillery, 82 

Plauche's and Daquin^s battalions, 488 

1981* 
These, for more than one hour, maintained a severe con- 
flict with a force of four or five thousand, and retired in 
safety from the ground, with the loss of but twenty-four 
killed, one hundred and fifteen wounded, and seventy-four 
made prisoners ; while the killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
rf the enemy, were not less than four hundred. 
' Our oflicers and soldiers executed every order with 
p^mptitude, and 'nobly sustained their country's cha- 
facter. Lieutenant-colonel Lauderdale, of Coffee's bri- 
gadey an officer of great promise, and on whom every rc- 
tiance was placed, fell at his post, and at his duty: he- had* 
entered the service, and descended the river with the vo- 
lunteers under General Jackson, in the winter of 1812 — 
passed through all the hardshigs and difficulties of the 
Creek war, and had ever manifested a readiness to act 
when his country needed his services. Young, brave, and 

• Tlnd. statement was furnished to the author by Colonel Robert 
Buder, adjutant-general of the southern division, who assured him it 
was correct. Colonfel Hinds' dragoons fi^m Missisuppi, amounting to 
186 men, were not in the action. 
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skilful, he had already afforded evidences of a capacity,^ 
which might, in future, have become useful; his exem^. 
plary conduct, both in civil and military life, had acquired:, 
for him a respect, that rendered his fall a subject of gene-.. 
ral regret. Lieutenant M*Lelland, a valuable young officer 
of the 7th, was also among the number of the slain^ ^ 

Coffee's brigade, during the action^ imitating the^ 
example . of their commander, bravely contended, and . 
ably supported the character they had previously esta- , 
blished. The unequal contest in which they were en- 
gaged, never occurred to them; nor, for ^ mom^ti . 
checked the rapidity of their advance. Had the British 
known they were merely riflemen, and without bayonets^,: 
a firm stand would have arrested their progress, and d^ 
struction or capture would have been the inevitable con- 
sequence; but, this circumstance being unknown, every 
charge they made was crowned with success, producing 
discomfiture, and routing and driving superior numbers ^ 
befoi'e them. Officers, from the highest to inferior grades,^ 
discharged what had been expected of* them. Ensign 
Leach, of the 7th regiment, being wounded through the 
body, still remained at his post, and in the performance. 
of his duty. Colonel Kemper, enterprising and self-col- 
lected, amidst the confusion introduced on the left win^^ 
found himself at the head of a handful of men, detached 
from the main body, and in the midst of a party of the. 
enemy: never did any man better exemplify the truth of 
the position, that, discretion is, some times the better part ' 
of valour: to attempt resistance was idle, and could only- 
eventuate in destruction: with a mind unclouded by the 
peril that surrounded him, he sought and procui-ed hi« 
safety through stratagem. Calling to a group gf soldier* 
who were near, in a positive tone^ he demanded of them 
where their regiment was: lost themselves, they were un- 
able to answer: but supposing him to be one of their ow«" 
officers, they assented to his orders, and followed onto hi6 
own line, where they were made prisoners. 

The 7th regiment, commanded by Major Piere, and the 
44th, under Major Baker, aided by Major Butler^ gallantly 
maintained the conflict — forced the enemy from every se- 
cure position he attempted to occupy, and drove him J; 
mile from the first point of attack. Confiding in tbem< 
selves, and their general, who was constantly with ihecfef 
exposed to danger, and in the midst,of the fight, inspMt^^' 
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by his alHlour, and encouraging by his example, they ad- 
vanced to the conflict, nor evinced a disposition to leave 
it until the prudence of their commander directed them to 
fetire. 

From the violence of the assault already made, the fears 
of the British had been greatly excited; to keep that ap- 
prehension aliTe was considered important, with a view 
partially to destroy the overweening confidence with which 
they had arrived on our shores, and to compel them to 
act, for a time, upon the defensive* To effect this. Gene- 
ra Goffee, with his brigade, was ordered down on the 
moHiing of the 24th, to unite with Colonel Hinds, and 
Bnake a show in liie rear of Lacoste's plantation* The 
eneiny, not yet recovered of the panic produced by the 
assault of the preceding evening, already believed it was 
iir contemplation to urge another attack, and immediately 
fonned themselves to repel it; but Coffee having succeed- 
ed in recovering some of his horses, which were wander- 
ing along the margin of the swamp, and in regaining part 
of the clothing which his troops had lost the night before', 
returned to the line, leaving them to conjecture the ob- 
jects of hitr movement 

The scanty supply of clothes and blankets that remain- 
ed to the soldiers, from their long and exposed marches, 
had been left where they dismounted to meet the enemy. 
Their numbers were too limited j and the strength of their 
opponents too well ascertained, for any part of their force 
to' remain and take care of what -was left behind : it was 
tif essential to hasten on, reach their destination, and be 
ready to act when the signal from the Caroline should an- 
nounce their co-operation necessary, that no time was af- 
forded to secure their horses; — they were turned loose, 
and their recovery trusted entirely to chance. Although 
m»iy were regained, many were lost; while most of the 
men remained but with a single suit, to encounter, in the 
open field, and in swamps covered with water, the hard- 
ships of camp, and the severity of winter. It is a cir- 
cumstance which entitles them to much credit, that under^ 
privations so severely oppressive, complaints or murmurs 
were never heard. This state of things fortunately was 
not of long continuance. The story of their sufferings 
and- misfortunes was no sooner known, than the legisla- 
tuijs^ppropriated a sum of money for their relief, which 
WiMi "increased by subscriptions in the city and neighbour- 
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hood. Materials being purchased, «the ladies/ with that 
Christian charity and warmth of heart characteristic of 
their sex, at once exerted themselves in removing their 
distresses; all their industry was called into action^ and 
in a little time, the suffering soldier was relieved, Sucb 
generous conduct, in extending assistance at a moment 
when it was so much needed, while it conferred on those 
females th^ highest honour, could not fail to nerve the 
arm of the brave with new zeal for the defence of their 
benefactresses. This distinguished mark of their patriot- 
ism and benevolence, is still remembered; and often as 
these valiant men are heard to recount the dangers they 
have passed, and with peculiar pride to dwell on the 
mingled honours and hardships of the campaign, they 
breathe a sentiment of gratitude to those who conferree 
upon them such distinguished marks of kindness, and 
who, by timely interference, alleviated their misfortunes 
and their sufferings. 

To present a check, and keep up a show of resistance^ 
detachments of light troops were occasionally kept in 
front of the line, assailing and harassing the enemy's ad*- 
vanced posts whenever an opportunity was olRfred of diet- 
ing to advantage. Every moment that could be gained, 
and every delay that could be extended to the enemy's* at- 
tempts to reach the city, was' of the utmost importance. 
The works were rapidly progressing, and hourly increas- 
ing in strength. The militia of the state were every day 
arriving, and every day the prospect of successful opposi- 
tion^ was brightening. 

The enemy still remained at his first encampment To 
be in readiness to repel an assault when attempted, the 
most active exertions were made on the 24th and 25th. 
The canal, covering the front of our line, was deepened 
and widened, and a strong mud wall formed of the earth 
that had been originally thrown out To prevent any ap- 
proach until his system of defence should be in a state of 
greater forwardness, Jackson ordered the levee to be cut, 
about a hundred, yards below the point he had occupied- 
The river being high, a broad stream of water passed ra- 
pidly through the plain, of the depth of thirty or forty 
mchjps, which prevented any approach of troops on foot • 
Embrajiires were formed, and two pieces of artillery, early 
on th^-jpoming of the 24th, were olaced in a position t(k 
rake tji^voad leading up the levee. 
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. The General was under constant apprehensions, lest, in 
spite of his exertions below, the city might, through some 
other route, be reached and destroyed; and those fears 
were increased to-day, by a report that a strong force had 
arrived — debarked at the head of lake Borgne, and com- 
pelled an abandonment of the defence at Chef Menteur. 
This, however, proved to be unfounded : the enemy had 
not appeared in that direction, nor had the officer, to 
whom was entrusted the command of this fort, so much 
relied on, forgotten his duty, or forsaken his post Act- 
ing upon the statement, that Major Lacoste had retired 
from the fort, and fallen back on bayou St. John, and in- 
censed that orders, which, from their importance, should 
have been faithfully executed, had been thus lightly re- 
garded, he hastened to inform him what he had under- 
stood, and to forbid his leaving his position. " The bat- 
tery I have placed under your command, must be defend- 
ed at all hazards. In you, and the valour of your troops, 
I repose ev^ry confidence;— let • me hot be deceived. 
With us, every thing goes on well: the enemy has not 
yet advanced. Our troops have covered themselves with 
glory: it is a noble example, and worthy to be followed 
by all. Maintain your post, nor ever think of retreat- 
ing.'' To give additional strength to a place deemed so 
important — inspire confidence, and ensure safety, Colonel 
Dyer, and two hundred men, were ordered to assist in its 
defence, and act as videttes, in advance of the occupied 
points. 

General Morgan, who, at the English turn, command- 
ed the fort on the east bank of the river, was instructed 
to proceed ^s near the enemy's camp as jM'udence and 
safety would permit, and, by destroying the levee, to let 
in the waters of the Mississippi between them. The exe- 
cution of this order, and a similar one, previously made, 
below the line of defence, had entirely insulated the enemy, 
and prevented his march against either place. On the 
26th, however, the commanding general fearing for the 
situation of Morgan, who, from the British occupying: 
the intermediate ground, was entii-ely detached from his 
camp, directed him to abandon his encampment, carry 
off such of the cannon as might be wanted, and throw the 
remainder into the river, where they could be again reco- 
vered when the watei|s Receded ; to retire to the other side 
of the river, and assume a position on the right bank. 
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nearl)^ opposite to his line^ and have * it fortified. Tins 
movement was imposed by the relative disposition of the 
two armies. Necessity, not choice^ made it essential XhA 
St Leon should be abandoned. 

Fi'om intelligence, obtained through deserters and pri- 
soners, it was evident tliat the British fleet would make 
an effort to ascend the river, and- co-operate with the 
troops already landed. Lest this, or a diversion in a diffe^ 
rent quarter, might be^att^mpted, ^^ertions were made td 
be able to resist at all points, and to interpose such de- 
fences on the Mississippi as might assure protection* 
The forts on the river, well supported with brave men, 
and heavy pieces of artillery, might, perhaps, have the 
effect to deter their shipping from venturing in that di- 
rection, and dispose them to seek some safer route, if any 
could be discovered. Pass Barrataria was best calcufet-' 
ed for this purpose, and here, in all probability, it was 
expected the effort might be made. The difficulty of as- 
cending the Mississippi; from the rapidity of the current, 
its winding course, and the ample protection already given 
at' forts St Philip and Bourbon, were circumstances t« 
which, it was not to be inferred, the British were stran- 
gers : nor was it to be expected, that, with a knowledge 
of them., they would venture here the. success of anenter- 
prise on which so much depended. It was a more ra- 
tional conjecture that they would seek a passage through 
Barrataria; — proceed up the right bank of the river, and 
gain a position whence, co-operating with the forces oft 
the east side, they might drive our troops from the line 
they had formed^ and, at less hazard, succeed in the ac- 
complishment of their designs. Major Reynolds was ac- 
cordingly ordered thither, with instructions to place the 
bayous, emptying through this pass, in the best possible 
state of defence — to occupy and strengthen the island-y- 
tq mount sufficient orditance, and draw a chain, within 
cannon-shot, across, the more effectually to guard the 
^oute, and protect it from approach. Lafite, who had 
been heretofore promised pardon for the outrages he had 
committed against.the laws of the United States, and who 
had already shown a lively zeal in behalf of his adopted 
country, was also despatched with Reynolds. He was 
selected, because, from the proofs already given, no doubt 
was entertained of his fidelity, andJbgiause his knowledge 
of the topography and precise situation of this section of 
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Ae State, was remarkably correct: it was the point where 
-life had constantly rendezvoused, du>ing the time of cruis- 
ing against the merchant vessels of Spain, under a com- 
^ mission obtained at Carthagena, and where he had be- 
come perfectly acquainted with every inlet and entrance 
to the gulf through which a passage could be effected. 
, With -these arrangementsr— treason apart — all anxious- 
ly alive to. the interest of the country, and disposed to 
protect it, there was little room to apprehend or fedr dis- 
aster. To use the General's own expression, on another 
occasion, '^ the surest defence, and one which seldom 
failed of success, was a rampart of high-minded and brave 
men." That there were some of this description with 
him, on whom he could safely rely, in moments of ex- 
treme peril, he well knew; but that there were many, 
strangers to him and danger, and who had never been 
c^led to act in those situations where death, stalking in 
hideous round, appals and unnerves even the most reso- 
lute, wds -equally certain; whether they would contend 
with manly firmness — support the cause in which they 
had embarked, and realize his anxious wishes on the sub- 
ject, could be only known in the moment of conflict and 
trial; when, if disappointed in his expectations, the means 
of retrievmg the evil would be fled, and every thing lost 
in the reSult. 

As yet the enemy were uninformed of the position of 
Jackson. What was his situation-r«what was intended-— 
whether offensive or defensive operations would be pur- 
sued, were circumstances on which they possessed no 
correct knowledge, nor could it be obtained; still their 
exertions were unremitting to have all things prepared, 
and in readiness to urge their designs whenever the mo- 
I ment for action should arrive. They had been constant- 
I ly engaged,, since their landing, in procuring from their 
shipping every thing necessary to ulterior operation. A 
complete command on the lakes, and possession of a point 
on the margin, presented an janinterrupted ingress and 
egress, and afforded the opportunity of conveying what- 
ever was Avanted^ in perfect safety to their camp. The 
height of the Mississippi, and the discharge :of water 
through the openings made in the levee, ha:d given an in- 
creased deflth to the canal, from which they had first de- 
barked—enabled them to advance their boats much fur- 
ther, in the direction of th? encampment, and to transport 
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with greater convenience, their artillery, bombs and mu- 
nitions. Thus engaged, during the first three days after 
their arrival, early on the morning of the 27th, a battery 
was discovered on the bahk of the river, which had been 
erected during the preceding night, and on wl'iich were 
mounted several pieces of heavy ordnance; from, this po- 
sition a fire was opened on the Caroline schooner, lying 
under the opposite shore. 

After the battle of the 25d, m which this- vessel so ef- 
. fectually aided, she passed to the opposite side of the ri- 
ver, where she had since lain. Her services were too 
highly appreciated not to be again desired, in the event 
the enemy should endeavour to advance. The situation 
occupied was considered an unsafe one, but it had been 
essayed in vain to advance her higher up the stream. 
No favourable breeze had arisen to , aid in stemming the 
current; while towing, ^.nd other expedients had been al- 
ready resorted to, but without success. Safety might 
have been ensured by floating this vessel down the river 
and placing her under cbver of the guns of the fort, though 
it was preferred as matter of policy, to risk her where 
she was, still, hourly, calculating that a favojurable wind 
might arise, rather than by dropping her with the cur- 
rent, lose those benefits which, against an advance of the 
enemy, it might be in her power so completely 1^ extend. 
Commodorie Patterson on the 26th, by the orders of the 
commanding general, left the schooner, when Captain 
Henly made a further, but inefi^ctual, effort to force her 
up the cuiTent, near to the line, for the double purpose of 
its defence and her own safety. 

These attempts at removal being discovered, at day- 
light, on the morning of the 27'th, a battery, mounting 
five guns opened, discharging bombs and r?d hot shot; 
it was spiritedly answered, but without affecting the bat- 
tery; there being but a long twelve pounder that could 
reach. The second fire had lodged a hot shot in the hold, 
directly under her cables, whence it could not be removed, ^ 
and where it immediately communicated fire to the schoo- 
ner. The shot from the battery were constantly taking 
effect, firing her in different places, and otherwise pi*b- 
ducing material injury; while the blaze already kindled 
under the cables, was rabidly extending its rivages. . A 
well grounded apprehension, that she could be no longer 
defended— the flames bursting forth in different parts, and 
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fast increasing, induced -a fear lest the magazine should 
be reached, and every thing destroyed. One of the crew 
being killed, and six wounded, and not a glimmering of 
hope entertained that she could be preserved, orders were 
given to abandon her. The crew in safety reached the 
shore, and in a short time afterwards she blew up. 

Although thus unexpectedly deprived of so material a 
dependence, for successful defence, an opportunity was 
soon presented of using her brave crew to advantage. . 
Gathering confidence^ from what had been just effected,* 
the enemy left their encampment, and moved in the di- 
rection of our line. Their numbers had been increased, 
and Major-general Sir Edward Packenham now com- 
manded in person. Early on the 28th, his columns com- 
menced their advance to storm our works. At the dis- 
tance of half a mile, their heavy artillery . opened, and 
quantities of bombs, balls and congreve rockets, were dis- 
charged. It was a scene of terror and alarm, which they 
had calculated would excite a panic in the minds of the 
raw troops of our army, and compel them to surrender 
at discretion, or abandon their strong hold. But our sol- 
diers had afforded abundant proof, that whether disciplin- 
ed or not, they well knew how to defend the honour andf 
interest of their country; and had sufficient valour not to 
be alarmed at the reality— still less the semblance of dan- 
ger. Far from exciting apprehension, and drivpg them 
ffom their ground, their firmness remained unchanged ; — 
still was manifested a determination not to tarnish a reputa- 
tion they had hardly earned; and which had become too 
dear, from the difficulties and dangers they had passed to ac- 
quire it now, for it tamely to be surrendered. Their con- 
greve rockets, though a kind of instrument of destruction to 
which our troops, unskilled in the science of desolating war- 
fare, had been hitherto strangers, excited no other feeling 
than that which novelty inspires. At the moment, there- 
fore, that the British, in different columns, were moving 
up, in all the pomp and parade of battle, preceded by those 
insignia, of terror, more than danger, and were expecting to 
behold their ** Yankee foes" tremblingly retire and flee be- 
fore them, our batteries opened, and halted their advance. 

In addition to the two pieces of cannon mounted on our 
works, on the 24th, three •'others, of heaty caliber, ob- 
tained from the navy depaVtment, had been formed along 
the line: these opening on the enemy, checked their pro-^ 
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^ess, and disclosed to them the hazard of the project 
they were on. Lieutenants Crawley and Norris with the 
crew of the Caroline rendered important services, and 
maintained, at the g^ns they commanded, that firmness 
and decision for which^ on previous occasions, they had 
heen so highly distinguished. They had been selected by 
the General, because of their superior skill in gunnery; 
and, on this occasion, gave evidence of a disposition to 
act in any situation where they could be serviceable. 
* Lieutenant Thompsoii, who commanded the Louisiana 
sloop, which lay nearly opposite the line of defence^ no 
sooner discovered the columns approaching, than warping 
her around, he brought her guns to bear, and produced 
such an effect as to force a retreat: but, from their heavy 
artillery, the enemy maintained the conflict with great 
spirit, constantly discharging for seven hours bombs and 
rockets, when, unable to make a breach, or silence the 
fire from the sloop, they abandoned a contest where few 
advantages seemed to be presented. In this engagement, 
which lasted for seven hours, we received little or no in*- 
jury. The Louisiana sloop, against which the most vio- 
lent exertions were made, had but a single man w<Junded, 
by the fragments of a shell, which bursted over her deck. 
Our entire loss did not exceed nine killed, and eight or 
ten wounded. The enemy, being more exposed,* acting 
in the open field, aiid in range of our guns, suffered, from 
information afterwards procured, considerable injury; at 
least one hundred and twenty were killed and wounded. 
Amongst the killed, on our side, was Colonel Jp.mes Hen- 
derson, of the Tennessee militia. 

During the time that this assault was made, a column 
of tlie enemy threatened an attack on our extreme left; to 
counteract which. Coffee was ordered with his riflemen 
to hasten through the woods, and check their approach. 
The enemy, although greatly superior to him in numbers, 
no sooner discovered his movement than they retired, and 
abandoned the attack they had previously meditated. 

A supposed disaffection in New Orleans, and an enemy 
in front, were circumstances well calculated to excite un- , 
pleasant forebodings. General Jackson believed it neces- 
sary and essential to his security, while contendifig with 
avowed foes, not to be wholly inattentive to dangers lurk- 
ing at home; but, by guarding vigilantly, to be able to 
suppress any threatening purpose the moment it should 
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be developed, and before it should have time to mature. 
Previously to djBpartiug from the city, on the evening of 
the 23d, he had ordered Major Butler, his atrf, to remain 
with the guards, and be vigilant that nothing transpii*ed 
in his absence calculated to operate injuriously. His 
fears that there were many of the inhabitants who felt no 
attachment to the government, and would not scruple to 
surrender, whenever, prompted by interest, it should be- 
come necessary, has been already noticed. In this belief, 
subsequent circumstances evinced there was no mistake, 
and showed that to his assiduity and energy is to be as- 
cribed the cause the country was protected and saved. 
It is a fact, which was disclosed, on making an exchange 
of prisoners, that, in despite of every effort to prevent it, 
the enemy were constantly apprized of every thing that 
transpired in our camp. Every arrangement, and change 
of position, was immediately communicated. " Nothing,'* 
remarked a British officer, at the close of the invasion, 
" was kept a secret from us, except your numbers: this, 
although diligently sought after, could never be procured,** 
Between the 23d. and 28th, Major T. Butler, who still 
remained z^t his post in the city, was applied to by Fulwar 
Skipwith, speaker of the senate, to ascertain the com- 
manding general's views, provided he should be driven 
from his line of encampment, and compelled to retreat 
through the city; would he, in that event, destroy it? It 
was, indeed, a curious inquiry: one who, having spent his 
life in serving his country in different capacities, might 
better have understood the duty of a subordiiatc officer; 
and that even if, from his situation, the aid had so far ac- 
quired the confidence of the General as to become ac- 
quainted with his views and designs, he was not at liberty 
to divulge them, without destroying confidence and acting 
criminally. On asking the cause of the inquiry, Mr. Skip- 
with replied, it was rumoured, and so understood, that if 
driven from his position, and made to retreat upon the 
city. General Jackson had it in contemplation to lay it in 
ruins; tjie legislature, desired information on this subject, 
that if such were his intentions, they ipight, by offering 
terms to the enemy, avert so serious a cala^lity. That a 
sentiment having for its object a surrender of the city, 
should be entertained by this body, was scarcely credible; 
yet a few days brought the certainty of it jnore fully to 
view, and showed that they were already devising plans 

s 2 
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to ensure the safety of- themselves and propertyt even $x 
any sacrifice. While the General was hastening along 
the line, from ordering Coffee, as we have just observed^ 
against a column of the British on the extreme left, he 
was hailed by Mr. Duncan, one of his volunteer aids, and 
informed, that already it was agitated, secretly, by the 
members of the legislature, to offer terms of capitulation 
to the enemy, and to proffer a surrender; and that Gover* 
nor Claiborne awaited his orders on the subject Poised 
as was the result, the safety pr fall of the city resting in 
uncertainty, although it was plainly to be perceived, that, 
with a strong army interposed, no such resolution could 
be carried into effect, yet it might be productive of evil, 
and, in the end, bring about disasterous consequences. 
Even the disclosure of such a wish on the part of the le- 
gislature, might create . parties — excite opposition in the 
army, and inspire the enemy with renewed confidence. 
The volunteers, it was. not feared would be affected by the 
measui*e; yet it might detach the Louisiana militia, and 
even extend itself to the ranks of the regular troops. 
Jackson was greatly incensed, that those whose safety he 
had so much at heart, should be seeking, under the au- 
thority of office, to mar his best exertions. He was too 
warmly pressed, at the moment, for the battle was rag- 
ing, to give it the attention its importance merited; but, 
availing himself of the first respite from the violence of the 
attack waged against him, he apprized Governor Clai- 
borne of what he had heard ;— ordered him closely to 
watch the cc^duct of the legislature, and the moment Jthe 
project of offering a capitulation to the enemy should be 
fully disclosed, to place a guard at the door and confine 
them to. their chamber. The Governor in his zeal to exe- 
cute the command, and from a fear of the consequences 
involved in such conduct, construed as imperative, an 
order which:was merely contingent ; ind, placing an armed 
force at the door of the capitol^ prevented the members 
from convening, and their schemes from maturing. 

The purport of this order was essentially misconceived 
by the Governor; or, perhaps, with a view to avoid sub- 
sequent inconveniences and complaints, was designedly 
mistaken. Jackson's object was not to restrain thelegis' 
lature in the discharge of their official duties; for although 
he thought, when the sound of the cannon constantly peal- 
ed in their ears, was a moment inauspicious to wholesome 
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legislation, and that it would better comport with the 
state of the times for them to abandon their civil duties 
and ajppear in the field, yet was it a matter indelicate to 
be proposed; and it was hence preferred, that they should 
adopt whatever course might be suggested by their own 
notions of patriotism and propriety. This sentiment 
would have been adhered to; but when through the com- 
munication of Mr. Duncan, they were represented as en- 
tertaining opinions and schemes adverse to the getiferal 
interest and safety of the country, the necessity of a new 
and different course of conduct was at once obvious. But 
he did not order Governor Claiborne to interfere with, or 
prevent them from proceeding with their duties; on the 
contrary, he was instructed, so soon as any thing hostile 
to the general cause should be ascertained, to place a guard 
at the door, and keep the members to' their post and to 
their duty. My object in this, remarked the General, 
was, that then they would be able to proceed with their 
business without producing the slightest injury : whatever 
schemes they entertained would have remained with them- 
selves, without the power of circulating them to the pre- 
judice of any other interest than their own. I had intend- 
ed to have had them well treated and kindly dealt by; and 
thus abstracted from every thing passing without doors, 
a better opportunity would have been afforded to enact 
good and wholesome laws; .but Governor Claiborne mis- 
took my order, and instead of shutting them in doors, 
contrary to my wishes and expectation, turned them out. 
Previous to this. General Jackson had been called on 
by a special committee of the legislature to know what 
his course would be should necessity compel him from his 
position? If, replied the General, I thought the hair of 
my head could divine what I should do, forthwith I would 
cut it offz go back with this answer; say to your honour- 
able body, that if disaster does overtake me, and the fate 
of war drives me from my line upon the city, they may 
expect to have a very warm session. And what did you 
design to do, I inquired, provided you had been forced 
to retreat.- I should, he replied, hav* retreated on the 
city, fired it, and fought the enemy amidst the surround- 
ing flames. There weire with me men of wealth, owners 
of considerable property, who, in such an event, would 
have been amongst the foremost to have applied the torch 
to their own buildings; and what they ~ had left undone, I 
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should have completed. Nothing for the con^ortable. 
maintenance of the enemy would have been, left in the 
rear. I would have destroyed New Orleans — occupied a 
position above on the river— cut off all supplies, and in this . 
way compelled them to depart from the country. 

We shall not pretend to ascribe this conduct to disaf- 
fection, to the government, or to treasonable motives. 
The impulse that produced it was, no doubt, interest— 
a principle of the human mind which strongly sways, and 
often destroys its best conclusions. The disparity of the 
two armies, in numbers, preparation, and discipline, had 
excited apprehension, and destroyed hope. If Jackson 
were driven back, and little else" was looked for, rumonr 
fixed his determination of devoting the city to destruc- 
tion: but even if such were not his intention, the wrath 
and vengeance of the enemy might be fairly calculated to 
be in proportion to the opposition they should receive. 
Although these considerafions may somewhat palliate, 
they do not justify. The government was represented m 
the person of the commanding general, on whom rested 
all responsibility, and whose voice on the subject of re- 
sistance or capitulation, should alone have been heard. 
In the field were persons who were enduring hardships, 
and straining every nerve, for the general safety. A few 
of the members of the legislature too, were there, who did 
not despond* Might not patriotism, then, have admo- 
nished the members, honoured as they were with the con- 
fidence of the people, rather to have pursued a course, 
having for its object to keep alive excitement, than to 
have endeavoured to introduce fear, and paralyze exertion. 
Such conduct, if productive of nothing worse, was well 
calculated to excite alarm. If the militia, who had been 
hastily drawn to the camp, and who were ^et trembling 
for the safety of their families, had been told, that a few 
private men, of standing in society; had expressed their 
opinions, and' declared resistance useless, it would, with- 
out doubt, have occasioned serious apprehensions; but, 
in a much greater degree would they be calculated to 
arise, when told that the legislative council, chosen to 
preside over the safety and destinies of the state, after dac 

• But four of the legislature appeared in the field, to defend the 
country. We regret not knowing* the name of one of these pcrsoitf! 
those we have ascertained are, General Garrjerue Flojack, Major Ezi«, 
and Mr. Bufort ' ^ J » •' 
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deliberation, had pronounced all attempts at successful 
opposition, vain and ineffectual. 

Here was an additional reason why expedients should 
be devised, and every pi'ecaution adopted, to prevent any 
communication, by which the slightest intelligence should 
be had of our situation, already, indeed, sufficiently de- 
plorable. Additional guards were posted along the swamp, 
on both sides of the Mississippi, to arrest all intercourse; 
while on the river, the common ' highway,, watch boats 
were constantly plying during the night, in different di- 
rections, so that a log cojuld scarcely float upon the sti^am 
Unperceived^u Two flat-bottomed boats, on a dark night, 
were turned adrift above, to ascertain if vigilance were 
preserved, and whether there would be any possibility of 
escaping the guards and passing in safety to the British 
lines. The light boats- discovered them on their passage, 
and on the alarm being given, they were opened upon by 
the Louisiana sloop, and the batteries on the shore, and in 
a few minutes sunk. In spite, however, of every precau- 
tion, treason still discovered avenues through which to 
project and execute her nefarious plans, and through them 
was constantly afforded information to the enemy; carried 
to them, no doubt, by adventurous friends, who sought 
and effected their nightly passage through the deepest 
parts of the swamp, .where it was impossible for sentinels 
to be stationed.* . 

Great inconvenience was sustained for the want of arms, 
and much anxiety felt, lest the enemy, through their faith- 
ful adherents, might, on this subject also, obtain informa- 
tion; to prevent it^ as far as possible. General Jackson 
endeavoured to conceal the strength and situation of his 
army, by suffering his reports to be seen by none but him- 
self and the adjutant-general. Many of the troops in the 
field were supplied, with common guns, which were of 
little service. The' Kentucky troops, daily expected, 
were also understood to be badly provided with arms. 
Uncertain but that the city might yet contain many arti- 
cles that would be serviceable, orders were issued to the 
mayor of New Orleans, directing him to take possession 
of all the muskets, bayonets, spades, and axes he could 
find in the city. Understanding there were many young 
men, who, from different pretexts, had not .appeared in 

• Sec note C. 
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the field, he was instructed to obtain a register of every 
man in the Gity, under the age df fifty, that measures 
might be concerted for drawing forth those who had hi- 
therto appeared backward in engaging in the pending 
contest 
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CHAPTER .X. 

Attack of the Ist of Januaiy. — General Jacksons's line of defence- 
Kentucky troops arrive at head-quarters. — British army reinforced; 
then- preparations for attack. — Battle of the 8th of January, and 
repulse of the enemy. — American redoubt carried, arid retaken.— 
- Colonel Thornton proceeds against General Morgan's line, and takes 
possession of it — Letter of Captiun Wilkinson. — ^British watch 
word. — Generous conduct of the American soldiers.-*Morgan*« 
line reg^ed. — General Lambert requests a suspension of hostili- 
ties. — Anmstice concluded. — Execution of an American soldier ))y 
theBritiush. 

The British were encamped two miles below the Atne- 
rican army, on a perfect plain, and in full view. Although 
foiled in the attempt to carry bur works by^he force of 
their batteries, on the 28th, they yet resolved upon ano- 
ther attack, and one which they believed would be more 
successful. Presuming the failure to' have arisen from 
not having sufficiently strong batteries, and heavy ord- 
nance, a more enlarged arrangement was resorted to^ 
with a confidence of silencing opposition, and effecting 
such breaches in our entrenchment as would enable their 
columns to pass, without being exposed ^o any considera- 
ble hazard. The interim between the 28th of December 
and 1st of January was accoirdingly spent in preparing ^o 
execute their designs. Boats had been despatched to the 
shipping, and an additional supply of heavy cannon ob- 
tained through Bayou Bienvenu, whence they had first de- 
barked. 

' During the night of the 3 1st, they were busily engaged. 
An impenetrable fog, next morning, which^ was not dis- 
pelled until nine o'clock, by concealing their purpose, 
aided in the fjlans they^ were projecting, and gave time for 
the completion of their works. This having disappeared, 
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several heavy batteries, at the distance of six hundred 
yards, mounting eighteen and twenty-four pound carro- 
nades, were presented to view. No sooner was it suffi- 
ciently clear to distinguish objects at a distance, than these 
wci*e opened,, and a tremendous burst of artillery com- 
menced, accompanied with congreve rockets, that filled 
the air in all directions. Our troops, protected by a de- 
fence, which, from their constant labours and exertions, 
they believed to be impregnable, unmoved and undisturb- 
ed, maintained their ground, and, by skilful management, 
in the end, succeeded in dismounting and silencing the^ 
guns of the» enemy. The British, through the friendly 
interference of some disaffected citizens, having been ap- 
prized of the situation of the General's quarters, that he 
dwelt in a house at a small distance in the rear of his line 
of defence, against it directed their first and principal ef- 
forts, with a- view to destroy the commander. So great 
was the number of balls thrown, that, in a. little while, its 
porticos were beaten down, and the building made a com- 
plete wreck. In this dishonourable design, they were, 
however, disappointed; for, with Jackson it was a con- 
stant practice, on the first appearance of danger, not to 
^ait in his quarters, watching events, but instantly to pro- 
ceed to the line, and be ready to form his arrangements 
as circumstances might require. Constantly in expecta- 
tion of a charge, he was never absent from the post of 
danger; and thither he had this morning repaired, at the 
first sound of the cannon, to aid in defence, and inspire 
his troops with firmness. Our guns, along the line, now 
opened, to repel the assault, and a constant roar of can- 
non, on both sides, continued until nearly noon; when, 
by the superior skill of our engineers, the two batteries 
formed on the right, next the woods, were nearly beaten 
down, and many of the guns dismounted, broken, and 
rendered useless. That next the riv^r still continued its 
fire, imtil three o'clock;, when, perceiving all attempts to 
effect a breach ineffectual, the enemy gave up the contest, 
and retired. Every act of theirs discovers a strange de- 
lusion, and unfolds on what wild and fanciful grounds, all 
their expectations were founded. That the American 
troops were well posted, and strongly defended by pieces 
of heavy ordnance mounted along their line, was a fact 
well known; yet a belief was confidently indulged, that 
the undisciplined collection which constituted the strength 
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of our army, would be able to derive little benefit from 
such a circumstance; and that artillery could produce but 
slight advantages in the hands of persons who were stran- 
gers to the manner of using it That many who, from 
, necessity, were called to the direction of the guns, were 
at first unacquainted with their management, is indeed 
true; yet the accuracy and precision with, which they 
threw their shot, afforded a convincing argument, either, 
that they possessed the capacity of becoming, in a short 
time, well acquainted with the art of gumiery, or that it 
was a science, , the acquiring of which was not attended 
with incalculable difficulty. * 

That they would be able to effect an opening, and march, 
through the strong defence in their front, was an idea so 
cherished by our assailants, . that , an apprehension of fai< 
lure had scarcely ever occurred. So sanguine were they 
in this belief, that, ^arly in the morning, their soldiers 
were arranged along the ditches, in rear of their batteries, 
prepared and ready to advance to the charge, the moment 
a breach could be. made. Here, protected from danger, 
they remained, waiting the result that should call them to 
act. But their efforts not having produced the slightest 
impression, nor their rockets the effect of driving our mi- 
litia away, they abandoned the contest, and retired, leav- 
ing their batteries materially injuredr^well nigh . de- 
stroyed. ^ . 

Perceiving their attempts must fail, and that such an 
effect coul^ not be produced, as would warrant an ad- 
vance, another expedient was resorted to, but with no bet- 
ter success. It occurred to. the British commander, an 
attack might be made to advantage next the woods, and 
a force was accordingly ordered to penetrate in this direc- 
tionf and turn the left of our line, which was supposed not 
to extend further than to the margin of the swamp. In 
this way, it was expected a diversion could be _ made, 
while the reserve columns, being in ^readiness, and wait- 
ing, were to press forward the monient this object could 
be effected. — Here, too, disappointment resulted. Cof- 
fee's brigade, already extended into the swamp, far as it 
was possible for an advancing party to penetrate, brought 
unexpected dangers into view, and occasioned an aban- 
donment of the project. That to turn the extreme left 
of the line might be practicable and be attempted, was a 
subject of early consideration; and necessary precaution 
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had been taken to prevent it. — ^Although cutting the levee 
had raised the waters in the swamp, and increased the 
difficulties of keeping troops ihere, yet a fear lest this 
pass might be sought by the enemy, and the rear of the 
line thereby gained, had determined the General to extend 
his defence even here. This had been entrusted to Gene- 
ral Coffee; and surely a more arduous duty can scarcely 
be imagined. To form a breast-work,, in such a place, 
was attended with many difficulties, and considerable ex- 
posure. A slight defence, however, had been thrown up, 
and the underwood, for thirty or forty yards in* front cut 
down, that the riflemen, stationed for its protection, might 
have a complete view of any force, which, thix>ugh this 
route, might attempt a passage. When it is recollected, 
that this position was. to be maintained night and day, 
uncertain of the moment of attack ; and that the only op- 
portunity afforded our troops for rest, was on logs and 
brush, thrown together, by which they were raised above 
the surrounding water, it may be truly said, that seldom 
has it fallen to the lot of any to encounter greater hard- 
ships: but, accustomed to privation, and alive to those 
feelings which a love of country inspires, they obeyed 
without complaining, and cheerfully kept their position 
until all danger had subsided. Sensible of the importance 
of the point they defended, and that it was necessary to be 
maintained, be the sacrifice what it migHt, they looked to 
nothing but a zealous and faithful discharge of the trust 
confided to them. 

Our loss, in this affair, was eleven killed, and twenty- 
three wounded: that of the enemy was. never correctly 
known. The only certain information is contained in a 
communication of the 28th instant from General Lambert 
to Earl Bathurst, in which the casualties and losses, from 
the 1st to the 5 th, are stated at seventy-eight. Many al- 
lowances, however, are to be made for this report. It 
was written at a time, when, from numerous disasters en- 
codntered, it was not to be presumed the GeneraFs mind 
was in a situation patiently to remember, or minutely to 
detail facts. From the great precision of our fire, and the 
injury visibly sustained by their batteries, their loss was, 
doubtless considerable. The enemy's heavy shot having 
penetrated our entrenchment, in many places, it was dis- 
covered not to be as strong as had at first been imagined. 
Fatigue parties were again employed, aivl its strength 

T 
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daily increased : an additional number of Bales of cotton 
were taken to be applied to strengthening and defending 
the embrasures along the line. A Frenchman, whose 
property had been thus^ without his consent, seized, fear- 
ful of the injury it might sustain, proceeded in person to 
General Jackson, to . reclaim it, and to demand its deli- 
very. The General heard his complaint, and having as- 
certained from him that he was unemployed- in any mili- 
tary service, directed a musket to be brought to him, and 
placing it in his hand, ordered him pn the line, remarking 
that as he seemed to be a man possessed of property, he 
knew of none who had a better right to fight, and to de- 
fend it 

The British had again retired to their encampment. 
It was well understood by Jackson, that they were in 
daily expectation of considerable reinforcements; though 
he rested with confidence in the belief, that a few more 
days would also bring to his assistance the troops from 
Kentucky. Each party, therefore, was busily and con- 
stantly engaged in preparation, the one to wage a vigorous 
attack, the other bravely to defend, and resolutely to op- 
pose it 

The position of the American army was in the rear of 
an entrenchment formed of earth, and which extended in 
a straight line from the river to a considerable distance 
in the swamp. In Cront was a deep ditch, which had been 
formeily used as a mill-race. The Mississippi had re- ^ 
ceded and left this dry, next the river, though in many 
places the water still remained. Along the line, and at 
unequal distances, to the centre of General Carroll's com- 
mand, were guns mounted, of different caliber, from six 
to thirty-two pounders. Near the river, and in advance 
of the entrenchment, was erected a redoubt, with embrar 
su res, commanding the road along the levee, and calculat- 
ed tp rake the ditch in front j 

GeneralMorgan had been ordered, on the 24th of De- 
cember, to cross to the west bank of the .Mississippi* 
From an apprehension entertained that an attempt might 
be made through Barrataria, and the city reached from 
the right bank of the river, the General had extended his 
defence there likewise : in fact, unacquainted with the ene- 
my's views, — ^not knowing the number of their troops, 
nor, but that they might have sufficient strength to wage 
an attack in various directions; and solicitous to be pre- 
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pared at all points, he had carefully divided out his forces, 
that he might guard, and be able to protect, in whatever 
direction an assault should be waged. His strongest de- 
fence, next to the one occupied by himself, was on the 
Chef Menteur road, where Governor Claiborne, at the 
head of the Louisiana militia, was posted. The position 
on the right was formed on the same plan with the line 
on the Im, — lower down than that on the left, and extend- 
ing to the swamp at right angles to the river. Here Ge- 
neral Morgan commanded. 

To be prepared against every possible contingency that 
might arise, Jackson had established another line of de- 
fence, about two miles in the rear of the one at present 
occupiied^ which was intended as a' rallying point, in the 
event he should be driven from his first position. With 
the aid of his cavalry, to give a momentary check to the 
advance of the, enemy, he expected to be enabled, with in- 
considerable injury, to reach it; where he would again 
have advantages on his side— be in a situation to dispute 
a further passage to the city, and arrest their progress* 
To inspirit his own soldiers, and to exhibit to the enemy 
as great a show as possible of strength and intended re- 
sistance, his unarmed troops, which constituted no very 
inconsiderable number, were here stationed. All inter- 
course between the lines,* but by confidential officers, was 
prohibited, and every precaution and vigilance employed, 
not only to keep this want of preparation concealed from 
the enemy, but even from being known oh his own lines. 

Occasional firing at. a distance, which produced no- 
thing of consequence, was all that marked the interim from 
the l^t to the 8th. 

pn the 4th of this month, the long-expected reinforce- 
ment from Kentucky, amounting to twenty-two hundred 
and fifty, under the command of Major-General Thomas, 
arrived at headquarters; but so ill provided with arms^ 
as to be incapable of rendering any consideraljle service. 
The alacrity with which the citizens of this state had 
proceeded to the frontiers, and aided in the north-western 
campaigns, added to the disasters which ill-timed policy 
or misfortune had produced, had created such a drain, 
that arms were not to be procured. They had advanced, 
however, to their point of destination, with an expectation 
of being supplied on their arrival. About five hundred of 
them had muskets; the rest were provided with guns, 
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from which little or no advantage could be expected. 
The mayor of New Orleans, at the request of General 
Jackson, had already, examined and drawn from the city 
every weapon that could be found; while the arrival of 
the Louisiana militia, in an equally unprepared situation, 
rendered it impossible for the evil to be r^edied. A 
boat, laden with arms^ was . somewhere on the river, in- 
tended for the use and defence of the lower couiitry; but 
where it was, or when it might arrive, rested alone on 
hope and conjecture. Expresses had been despatched up 
the river, for three hundred miles, to seek and hasten it 
on; still there were no tidings of an approach. That ao 
many brave men, at a moment of such .anxious peril, 
should be compelled to stand with folded arms, unable, 
from their situation, to render the least possible service 
to their country, was an event greatly to be deplored, and 
did not fail to excite the feelings and sensibility of the 
commanding general. His naind, active, and pre]>ared 
for any thing .but despondency, sought rielief in vain,^^ 
there was none. No alternative was presented, but to 
place them at his entrenchment in the ^ear, conceal their 
actual condition, and by the show they might make, add 
to his appearance and numbers, without at all increasing 
his strength. ' . , ■ 

Information was now received that Major-general Lam- 
bert had joined the British commander-in-chief, with a 
considerable reinforcement. It had been heretofore an- 
nounced in the American camp, that additional forces were 
expected, and something decisive might be looked for, so 
soon as they should arrive. This circumstance^ in con- 
nexion with others, no less favouring the idea, led to the 
conclusion that a few days more would, in all probability, 
bring on a struggle which would decide the fate of the 
city. It was more than ever necessary to. keep concealed 
the situation of his army; and, above all, to preserve se^ 
Cret as possible, its unarmed condition. To restrict all 
. communication, even with his own lines, was, as danger 
increased, rendered more important. None were pcrniit- 
ted to leave the line» and none from without to pass into 
his camp, but such, as were to be implicitly confided iii' 
The line of sentinels was strengthened in front, that none 
might pass to the enemy, should desertion be attempted: 
yet, hotwithstanding this precaution, his plans and situa- 
tion were disclosed. On the night of the 6th, a soldier 
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from the line, by some means, succeeded in eluding the 
vigilance of our sentinels. Early next morning, his d^ 
parture was discovered: it was at once correctly conjec- 
tured he« had gone over to the enemy, and would, no 
doubt, afford all the information in his power to commu- 
nicate. This opinion, as subsequent circumstances dis- 
closed, was well-founded; and 'dearly did he atone his 
crime. He unfolded to the British the situation of the 
American line; the late reinforcements we had received; 
and pointing to the centre of General Carroll's division, 
as a place occupied by militia alone, recommended it as 
the point where an attack might be most prudently and 
safely made; 

Other intelligence was received confirmatory of the be- 
lief of impending attack. From prisoners taken on the 
lake, it was ascertained the enemy were busily engaged 
in deepening Villery's canal, with a view of passing their 
boats and ordnai^ce to the Mississippi. During the 7th, 
a cotistant bustle was perceived in the British camp. 
Along the borders of the canal, soldiers were continually 
in motion, marching and manoeuvring, for no other pur- 
pose than to conceal those who busily at work were en- 
gaged in the rear. To ascertain the cause of this uncom- 
mon stir, and to Ipam their designs, far as practicable, 
Commodore Patterson proceeded down the river, on the 
opposite side, and having gained a favourable position, in 
front of their encampment, discovered them to be actually 
engaged in deepening the passage to the river. It was 
no difficult matter to divine their purpose. No other 
conjecture could be entertained, than that an assault was 
intended to be made on the line of defence commanded by 
General Morgan ; which, if successful, would expose our 
troops on the Jeft bank to the fire of the redoubt erected 
on the right; and in this way compel an abandonment of 
their position. To counteract this scheme was impor- 
tant; and measures were immediately taken to prevent 
the execution of a plan, which, if successful, might be at- 
tended with incalculable dangers. An increased strength 
was given to this line. The second regiment of Louisia- 
na militia, and four hundred Kentucky troops, were di- 
rected to be crossed over, to reinforce stnd protect it. 
Owing to some delay and difficulty in arming them, the 
latter, amounting, instead of four hundred, to but one 
hundred and eighty, did not arrive until the morning of 
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the 8th. A little before day, they were despatched to aid 
m advanced party, which under the command of Major 
Amaut, had been sent to watch the movements of the 
enemy, and to oppose their landing* The hopesindulged 
from their opposition were not realized; and the enemy^ 
unmolested, reached the shore. 

Morgan's position, beside^ being strengthened by seve- 
ral brass twelves, was defended by a strong battery, mount- 
ing twenty-four pounders, directed by Commodore Patr 
terson, which afforded additional strength and security; 
The line itself was not strong; yet, if properly maintain- 
ed by the troops selected td defend it, was believed fully 
adequate to the purposes of successful resistance. Late 
at night, Patterson ascertained that the eiiemy had suc- 
ceeded in passing their boats through the canal, and im- 
mediately communicated his information to the GeneraL 
For the purpose of attack, he had already formed the idea 
of dropping the Louisiana schooner down; This thought, 
though well conceived, was abandoned, from the danger 
involved, and frbm an apprehension, lest the batteries 
erected on the river, with which she would come in colli- 
sion, might, by the aid of hot shot, sXicceed in blowing 
her up. It was preferred patiently to await their arrival, 
believing it would be practicable, with the bravery of 
more than fifteen hundred mien, and the slender advanta- 
ges possessed from the line of defence, to maintain their 
position, and repel the assailants. 

On the left bank, where the General in person- com- 
manded, every thing was in readiness to meet the -assault 
when it should be made. The redoubt on the levee was 
defended by a company of the seventh regiment, under 
the command of Lieutenant Ross. The "regular^ troops 
occupied that part of the enti'enchment npxt the riVer. 
General Carroll's division was in the centre, supported by 
the Kentucky troops, under General John Adait; while 
the extreme left, extending for a considerable distance in- 
to the swamp, was protected by the brigade of General 
Coffee. How soon* the attack should be waged, was un- 
certain; at what nioment, rested with the enemy, — ^with 
us, to be in readiness for resistance. There were many 
circumstances^ however, favouring the belief, that the 
hour of contest was not far distant, and indeed fast ap- 
proaching; the bustle of to-day,— the efforts to carry their 
boats into the river,— the fascinei and scaling-ladders that 



were preparing, were circumstances pointing to attack^ 
and indicating tlie hour to be near at hand. General 
Jackson, unmoved by appearances, anxiously desired a 
contest, which he believed would give a triumph to his 
arms, and terminate the hardships of his suffering sol- 
diers. Unranitting in exertiqn,-and constantly vigilant, 
ills precaution kept pace with the zeal and prepsrration ot 
tiie enemy. He seldom slept: he was always at his post, 
performing the duties of both general and soldier. His 
sentinels were doubled, and extended as far as possible in 
the dire<;:tion of the British camp; while a considerable 
portion of the troops were constantly at the line, with arms 
in their hands, ready to act, when the first alarm should 
be given. 

For eight days had the two armies lain upon the same 
field, and in view of each other, without any thing deci- 
sive being on either side effected.. Twice, since their 
landing, had the British colunms essayed to effect by storm 
the execution of their plans, and twice had failed— been 
compellec) to relinquish the attempt, and retire from the 
contest. It was not to be expected that things could long 
j^main in this dubious state Soldiers^ the pride of Eng- 
land, — ^the boasted conquerors of Europe, were there; 
distinguished generals were their leaders, who earnestly 
desired to announce to their country, and the world, their 
signal achievements. • The high expectations which had 
been indulged of the success of this expedition, were to 
be realized, at every peril, or disgrace would follow the 
failure. 

The nftver to be forgotten 8th of January at length ar- 
rived. The day dawned; and signals, intended to pro- 
duce concert in the enemy's movements, were descried. 
On the left, near, the swamp, a sky-rocket was perceived 
rising in the air; and presently another ascended from 
• the rights 'next the river. They were intended to an- 
nounce iheX all was prepared and ready, to proceed and 
carry by storm a defence which had twice foiled their ut- 
most efforts. Instantly the charge was made, and with 
such rapidity, that our soldiers, at the out posts, with dif- 
ficulty fled in. 

The British batteries, which had been demolished on 
the 1st of the month, had been re-established during the 
preceding night, and heavy pieces of cannon mounted, to 
aid in their intended operations. These now opened, and 
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showers of bombs and bails were poured upon our line; 
while the air was lighted with their congteve rockets 
The two divisions, commanded by Sir Edward Packei)- 
ham in person, and supported by Generals' Keane and 
Gibbs, pressed forward; the right against the centre of 
General Carroll's command, — ^the left against our redoubt 
on the* levee. A thick fog, that obscUred the morning, 
enabled them to approach within a- short distance of our 
entrenchment, before they were discovered They were 
now perceived advancing, with firm, quick, and steady 
pace,, in column, with a front of sixty 'or seventy deep. 
Our troops, who had for sopie time been in readiness, 
and waiting their appearance, gave three cheers, and in- 
stantly the whole line was. lighted with* the blaze of their 
fire. A burst of artillery and small arms, pouring with 
destructive aim, mowed down, the front, and arrested 
their advance. In our musketry there was not a mo- 
ment's intermission ; as one party discharged their pieces, 
another succeeded c alternately loading and appearing, no 
pause could be perceived,— ^it was one continued volley.- 
1 he columns already perceived their dangerous and ex- 
posed situation. Battery No. 7, ably served by Lieuten- 
ant Spotts, galled them with incessant, and a destructive 
fire. Nos. 6 and 8 were no less actively employed, and 
no less successful in felling them to the' ground. Not- 
withstanding the severity of our fire, which few troops 
could for a moment have withstood, some of those brave 
men pressed on, and succeeded in gaining the ditch, in 
front of our works, where they remained during the ac- 
tion, and were afterwards made prisoners. The horror 
before them was too great to be withstood ; and already 
were the British troops seen wavering in their determina- 
tion, and receding from the conflict At this moment, 
Sir Edward Packenham, hastening to the front, endea- 
voured to encourage and inspire them with renewed zeaL 
His example was of short continuance: he fell, mortally 
wounded, in the arms of his aid-de-camp, not far from 
our line. Generals Gibbs and Keane also fell, and were 
borne from the field, dangerously wounded; At that mo-^ 
ment, General Lambert, who with the reserve was ad-* 
vancing at a small distance in the rear, met the column* 
precipitately retreating, and in great confusion. His ef* 
forts to stop them were unavailing, — ^they continued re- 
treaUng, until they reached a ditch, at the distance of 
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four hundred yards^ where safety being found, they "vrere 
rallied, and halted. 

The field, over which they had advanced, was strewed 
with the dead and dying. - Danger hovered still around; 
yety urged and encouraged by their officers, they again 
moved to the charge. They were already pear enough 
to deploy, and were endeavouring to dp so; but the same 
constant and unremitted resistance that caused their first 
retreat, continued yet unabated. Our batteries had never 
ceased their fire; a constant discharge of grape and can* 
ister, and the fatal aim of our musketry, mowe^ down the 
front of the columns as fast as they could be formed. Sa-~ 
tisfied nothing could be done, and that certain destruction 
awaited all further ^attempts, they forsook the contest and 
the field in disorder, leaving it covered with the dead and' 
wounded. It was in vain their officers endeavoured to 
animate them to further resistance, and equally vain .to 
attempt coercion. The panic produced from the dread- 
ful repulse they had experienced; the plain, on which they- 
acted, ^being covered with innumerable bodies of their 
countrymen; while,^ with their most zealous exertions, 
they had been unable to obti^in the slightest advantage, 
were circumstances calculated to make even the most sub- 
missive jsoldier oppose the authority that would have 
controled him. . - 

The light companies of fusileers; the forty-third and 
ninety-third regiments, and one hundred men from the" 
West India regiment, led on by Colonel Rennie, were or- 
dered to proceed under cover of some chimneys, standing 
in the field, until having cleared them, to oblique to the 
river, and' advance, protected by the levee, against our 
redoubt. This work, having been but lately commenced, 
was in an unfinished atate. The < detachment ordered 
against this place, formed the left of General Kean's com- 
mand. Rennie executed his orders with great bravery; 
and, ur^ng forward, arrived at the ditch. "His advance 
was greatly annoyed^ by Commodore Patterson's battery 
on the right bank, aiad the cannon mounted on the redoubt; 
but reaching our works, and passing the ditch, Rennie, 
sword in hand, leaped on the wall, and calling to his 
troops, bade them follow; he had scarcely spoken, when 
he fell by the fatal aim of our riflemen. Pressed by the 
impetuosity of superior numbers, who were moimting the 
wall, and entering at the embrasures, our troops retired 
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to the line, in rear of the redoubt A momentary pause 
ensued, but only to be interrupted with increased horrors. 
Captain Beal) with the city riflemen, cool and self-possess- 
ed, perceiving the enemy in his front, opened upon them, 
and at every discharge brought the object to the ground. - 
To advance, or maintain the point gained, was equally 
impracticable for the enemy: to retreat or surrender was 
the only alternative; for they already perceived the divi- 
sion on the right thrown into confusion^ and ^hastily leav- 
ing the field. 

General Jackson being informed of the success of the 
enemy on the right, and of their being in possession of 
the redoubt, pressed forward a reinforcement to regain it 
Previously to its arrival they had abandoned the attempt,' 
and were retiring. They were severely galled by such 
of our guns as could be brought to bear. By Commo- 
dore Patterson's battery, on the right bank, they suffered 
greatly. Enfiladed by this, on their advance, they had 
been greatly annoyed, and now, in their petreat, were no 
less severely assailed. Numbers found a grave in the 
ditch, before our line; and of thos<r'wh6 gained the re- 
doubt$ not one, it is believed, escaped y^-they were shot 
down as fast as they entered. The route, along which 
they had advanced and i*etired, was strewed with bodies. 
Affrighted at the" carnage, they moved from the scene 
hastily and in confusion. Our batteries were still continu- 
ing the slaughter, and cutting them down at every step: 
safety seemed only to be attainable when they should re- 
tire without the range of our shot; which, to troops gall- 
ed severely as they were, was too remote a- relief. Press- 
ed by this consideration, they fled to the^ ditch, whither 
the right division had retreated, and there remained until 
night permitted them to retire. r 

Here was a period, the most auspicious that had ap- 
peared during the war, to have gained a complete triumph 
to our arms. What important events, in a nation's his^ 
tory, are often the result of slight occurrences ! and how 
often are they prevented by causes no less inconsidersFble! 
This truth is apparent in the fate of this grand expedition, 
which had been fitted out to humble our national pride; 
and which would have been captured or destroyed but for 
the ill-timed policy of the government, or its agents, who 
prevented the arrival of the armsjdestined for this place, 
because an inconsiderable sum was thereby saved to the 
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nation. A considerablei^ortioii of our troops Were inac- 
tive and useless for the want of arms. If this had not 
been the case— had they been in a situation to act effi- 
ciently, the whole British army must have submitted. 
But, situated as Jackson was, pursuit would have been 
rashness; though, with the additional force which a suif- 
ficiency of arms would have placed at his command, much 
might have been dfected against an enemy whose ranks 
were thinned by tne unparalleled slaughter of the day;^ 
and who, panic-struck, and fleeing from the danger before 
them, were incompetent to resistance, and already believ- 
ed, themselves conquered: but prudence, under existing 
circumstances, opposed the idea of pursuit, and suggest- 
ed to the commanding genersiL that although he had 
thus sigpially achieved even nio*% thaa he had expected, 
yet with the kind of troops it h\id been effected, inferior 
in number and discipline, to attempt, even under present 
advantages, a^ contest on the plain, was hazarding too 
greatly, and too much. 

Colonel Hinds in person, applied to the commanding 
general for leave to {ilirsue, at the head of his dragoons, 
Uie fleeing and broken colunins of the enemy: Jackson 
would not penpit it. ^ My reason for refusing," he re- 
marked, f was, that it might become necessary to sus- 
tain him, and thus a contest in the open field be brought 
pn: *the live^ of my men were of value to their country, 
and much too dear to their families, to be hazarded where 
necessity did not require it; but above all, from the nu- 
merous dead and wounded stretched out on the field be- 
fore me, I felt a confidence that the safety of the city was 
most probably attained, and hence, that nothing calculat- 
ed to reverse the good fortune we had met should be at- 
tempted." 

His res^oning on this subject was certainly correct, 
and such as feeling and policy sanctioned. If an attack 
had been urged, and the effort crowned with success, 
enough having been done, the splendour of the late trans- 
action could be but partially increased, and little addition- 
al lustre reflected on the American character: if, how- 
ever, unsuccessful, the object of the expedition was then 
secured to the enemy; and all that had, for so many days, 
and under such weighty privations, been contended for, 
would, at the instant, have been sacrificed and lost. In 
addition to this, his soldiers were most of them owners of 



228 UF9 OF GENERAL JACKSON. 

the soil, who had families anxiously concerned for their 
safety, and whose happiness depended upon their return; 
such men would Kave proven a loss to the cqmmunityt 
too great to warrant their being risked for the mere gra- 
tification of pride; in opposition, too, to those whose 
trade was war; and who, wholly abstracted from every 
thing like principle, contended in battle without knowing 
why, or for what they fought The lives of his soldiers 
were too valuable to their families ^and the community, to 
be risked upon a venture not warranted by necessity, nor 
required by the interest and honour of the country. He 
preferred, therefore, to adopt what seemed the safer course; 
to continue his position, which assured protection to the 
city, and the inhabitants^ rJither than by endeavouring to 
obtain more, to endangeS*; the loss of every thing. 

The efforts of the enemy to carry our line of defence on 
the left, were seconded by an attack on. the right bank of 
the river, with eight hundred chosen troops, under the 
command of Colonel Thornton. Owing to the diificulty 
of passing the boats from the canal to the river, and tbc 
strong current, of the Mississippi, the troops destined foi* 
this service were not crossed, nor the opposite, shore 
reached for some hours after the expected moment of attack . 
By the time he had effected a landing, the day had dawned, 
and the flashes of the guns announced the battle, begun. 
Supported by three gun-boats, he hastened forward, with 
his command, in 1:he direction of Morgan's entrenchment 

Some tin^e during the night of the 7th, two hundred 
Louisiana militia had been sent off, to watch the move- 
ments of the enemy, and oppose him in his landing: this 
detachment, under the coniniand of Major Arnaud, had 
advanced a mile down the river and halted; either suppos- 
ing the General incorrect, in apprehending an attack, or 
that his men, if refr^hed, would be more competent to 
exertion, he directed them to lie down and sleep; one 
man only was ordered to be upon the watch, lest the ene- 
my should approach undiscovered. Just at day, he called 
upon his sleeping companions, and bade them rise and 
be ready, for he had heard a considerable bustle, a little , 
below. No sooner risen, than confirmed in the truth of 
what had been stated, they moved off in the direction 
they had come, without even attempting h,n execution of 
their orders. The Kentucky troops, having reached Mor- 
gan's Ime at five o'clock in the morning, were immediate- 
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ly sent t© co-operate with the* Louisianians. Major Da- 
ris, who commanded, had proceeded about three quai'ters 
of a mile, and met those troops hastily retreating up the 
road ; he ascertained from them that th6 enemy had made, 
the shore; had debarked, and were moving rapidly up 
the levee. He informed them for what purpose he had 
been despatched, — to oppose an approach as long as prac- 
ticable, and with their assistance, he would endeavour to 
execute his orders. 

The two detachments acting together, formed behind a 
saw-mill-race, skirted with a quantity of plank and scant- 
ling, which afforded a tolerable shelter. Davis, with his 
detachment of Kentuckians, formed on the road next the 
river, supported bv the Louisiana militia on the right. 
The enemy appearmg, their approach was resisted, and a 
warm and spirited opposition for some time maintained : 
a momentary check was given. The British again ad- 
vanced, and again received a heavy fire. At this moment, 
General Morgan's aid-de-camp, who was present, perceiv- 
ing the stea<^' advance of the enemy, and fearing for the 
satety of the troops, ordered a retreat. Confusion was 
,the consequence— order could not be maintained, and the 
whole fled, in haste, to Morgan's line. Arriving in safe- 
ty, though much exhausted, they were immediately di- 
rected to form, and extend themselves to the swamp; that 
the right of the entrenchment might not be turned. 

Colonel Thornton having reached an orangfe *groye, 
about seven hundred yards distant, halted ; and examin- 
ing Morgan's line, found it to ." consist of a formidable 
redoubt on the river,'* with its weakest and most vulnera- 
ble point towards the swamp. He directly advanced to 
the attack, in two divisions, against the extreme right 
and centre of the line; and, having deployed, charged the 
entrenchment, defended by about fifteen hundred men. 
A severe discharge, from the field pieces mounted along 
our works, caused the right division to oblique, which, 
uniting with the left, pressed forward to the point occu- 
pied by the Kentucky troops. Perceiving themselves 
thus exposed, and having not yet recovered from the emo- 
tions produced by the first retreat, they began to give 
way, and very soon entirely abandoned their position. 
The Louisiana militia gave a few fires and followed the 
example. Through the exertions of the officers, a mo- 
mentary halt was effected ; but a burst of congreve rockets 

u 
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falling thickly and setting fire to the sugarcane, and other 
combustibles around, again excited their fears, and thef 
moved hastily away; nor could they be rallied^ until at the 
•distance of two. miles, having reached a sawmill-race^ 
they were formed, and placed in an attitude of defence. 

Commodore Patterson, perceiving the right flank about 
to be turned, had ceased his destructive fire against the 
retreating columns on the opposite shore^ and turned his 
guns to enfilade the enemy next the swamp; but, at the 
moment when he expected to witness a firm' resistancef 
and was in a situation to co-operate, he beheld those, with- 
out whose aid all his efforts were unavailing, suddenlf 
thrown into confusion, and Jorsaking their posts.. Pisco- 
vering he could no longer maintain his ground, he spiked 
his guns, destroyed his ammunition,^ and retired from a 
post where he had rendered the most important service* 

In the panic that produced this disorderly retreat, at a 
moment when . manly resistance was expected, are to be 
found -circumstances of justification, which might have 
occasioned similar conduct even in disciplined troops. 
The weakest part of the line, and which was protected 
but by a slight ditch, was assailed by the greatest streng^th 
of the enemy ; this was defended by one hundred and eighty 
Kentuckians, who were stretched out to an extent^of thrfo 
hundred yards, and unsupported by any pieces pf Jtrtillery. 
Thus openly exposed to the attack oi a greatly superior 
force, and weakened by the extent of ground they cover- 
ed, it is not to be wondered at, or deserving of reproacht 
that thgy should have considered resistance ineffectuaJf 
and forsaken a. post^ which they had strong reasons fer 
believing they could not maintain. Gerieral Morgan re- 
ported to General Jackson the misfortune and deieat h^ 
had met, and attributed it to the flight of those troops, who ; 
had also drawn along with them the rest of his force* ; 
It is true, they were the first to flee; and equally ^^ I 
that their example may have had the effect of producing'! 
general alarm; but in point of advantageous situation, the 
troops materially differed: the one, as we have sftowiif 
were exposed, and enfeebled by the manner of their ar- 
rangement; the other, though considerably «uperi©r in' 
numbers, covered no greater extent of ground, and were 
defended by an excellent breast-work, and several pieces , 
of cannon: with this difference, the loss of confidence of 
the former was not without sufficient cause* Of these 
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facts, Commodore Patterson was not apprized — General 
Morgan was: both, however, attributed the disaster to 
^he flight of the Kentucky militia. Upon their informa- 
tion, General Jackson founded his report to the secretary 
of war^ by which those troops were exposed to censures 
they did not merit Had all the circumstances, as they 
existed, been disclosed, reproach^ would have been pre- 
Tented. At the mill-race, no troops could have behaved 
better: they were well posted, and bravely resisted the 
advance of the enemy, nor, until an- order to that effect 
-was given, had entertained a thought of retreating. 

The heart-felt joy at the glorious victory achieved on 
^ne side of the river, was clouded by the disaster witness- 
ed on the other. A position was gained which secured to 
the enemy advantages the^ most important; and whcince 
our whole line, on the left bank, could be severely annoy- 
ed. But for the precaution- of Commodore Patterson, in 
'Spiking his guns, and destroying the ammunition, it would 
have been in the power of Colonel Thornton to have com- 
•pletely enfiladed our line -of defence, and rendered it un- 
tenable. Fearful lest the gum might be un spiked, and 
iirought to operate against him. General Jackson hasten- 
ed to throw -detachmetits across, with orders to regain the 
position at every hazard. To the troops on the right 
bank, he forwarded an address, with a view to excite 
them to deeds of valpur^ and inspirit them to exertions 
that should wipe off the reproach they had drawn upon 
themselves;* .Previously, however, to their being in rea- 
diness to act, he. succeeded, through management in re- 
obtaining his lost position, and thus spared the effusion 
of blood which would have been necessary to its accom- 
plishment. 

The loss of the British, in the attack, on the left bank, 
has been, at different times, variously stated. The kill- 
ed, wounded, and prisoners, ascertained, on the next day 
after the battle, by Colonel Hayhe, the inspector-general, 
places H at twenty-six hundred. General Lambert's re- 
port to Lord Bathurst makes it but two thousand and se- 
*venty. From prisoners, however, and information and 
circumstances derived through other sources, it must 
have been even greater than is stated by either. Among 
them was the Commander-in-chief, and Major-Generai 

♦ See note D. 
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Gibbs, who died of his wounds the next day, besidel 
many of their most valuable and distinguished officers; 
while the loss of the Americans, in killed and wounded^ 
was but thirteen.* 

It appears to have been made a question by the British 
officers, if it would not be more advisable to carry Gene- 
ral Morgan's line, and refrain from any attempt on thift 
side the river. It was believed, that ii successful in the 
attack, they would be able to force General Jackson froin 
his entrenchment, and pass with the main body of the 
army, in safety, to the city. A letter found in the pos- 
session of Captain Wilkinson^ a British officer, who fell 
in the battle, to a friend at home, in the war department, 
speaking on this suliject, shows that a difference of opinioil 
prevailed, and confesses his own as being decidedly in fa- 
vour of a vigorous attack' on both sides. It bears date 
late on the night of the 7th, nor does it appear, although 
he was a captain and brigade-major^ that he, at that time, 
knew whether an assault was seriously intended against 
Jackson's line, or was designed as a feint^ to aid the opC' 
rations of Colonel Thornton. With the true spirit oi-' a 
British officer, however, he indulged in entire confidence 
a hope of success,«-entertained no fears for the • result, 
nor doubted but that the Americans would at once retire 
before their superior dkill and bravery. A general order^ 
which must have been communicated after he had writ* 
ten, disclosing the manner of attack, on the left^ where he 
acted, was also found with the letter. In that the fasv- 
leers and light troops were instructed, after reaching our 
line, to act as a pursuing . squadron, and keep up alamv 
while^ the army on the right should press closely in the 
rear and support them. It breathes an assurance of suC;* 
cess, and shows. with what anxiety they looked to the ap» 
proaching mom, as likely to bring with it a successful ter- 
mination of their labours, and a triumph over a foe, whose 

• Our effective force, at the line, on the lefl bank, was three thou- 
sand seven hundred; duit of the enemy at least nine tfaoasand. ^ The , 
force landed in Louisiana has been variously reported: the best i°^ 
ination places it at about fourteen thousand. A part of this acteo 
with Colonel Thornton; the climate had rendered ipany unfit for the 
duties of the field; while a considerable number had been killed and 
wounded in the diflTef ent contests since their arrival. Their strcngdi* 
therefore, may be fairly estimated, on the 8th, at the number we have 
stated; at any rate, not less. * 
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advantages, more than bravery, they supposed, had so long 
baffled their utmost efforts. 

That it wAis considered, however, an undertaking of 
greater magnitude and hazard than they were disposed' 
openly to admit, is obvious, from one circumstance. The 
officer who leads his troops on a forlorn attempt, not un- 
frequently places before them allurements stronger than 
cither authority or duty. On the present occasion, this 
resort was not omitted; and inducements were held out, 
than which nothing more inviting could be offered to an 
infuriated soldiery.* Let it be remembered of that gal* 
lant but misguided general, who his been so much de- 
plored by the British nation, that, to the cupidity pf his 
soldiers, he promised the wealth of the city, as ^ recom- 
pense for their gallantry and desperation; while, with bru- 
tal licentiousness, they were to revel in lawless indulgence, 
and triumph, uncontrolled, ov^r female innocence. Scenes 
like these, our nation, dishonoured and insulted, had al- 
ready witnessed; she had witnessed them at Hampton and 
Havre^de-Grace: but it was reserved for her yet to learn 
that an officer of the character and standing of Sir Ed- 
ward Packenham, polished, generous, and brave, should, 
to induce his soldiers to acts of daring valour, permit 
them, as a reward, to insult, injure, and debase those whom 
all mankind, even* savages, reverence and respect. The 
history of Europe, since eivUized warfare began, is chal- 
lenged to afford aii instance of such gross depravity,— 
such wanton outrage on the morals and dignity of society. 
English writers may deny the correctness of the charge; 
it certainly interests them to do so: but its authenticity is 
too well established to admit of doubt, while its criminalir 
ty is increased, from jbeing the act of a people who hold 
themselves up to surrounding nations as examples of every 
thing that is correct and proper. The facts and circum- 
stances which were presented at the time of this transac* 
tion left no doubt on the minds of our officers, but that 
*^ Beauty and Booty" was the watchword of the day. The 
information was obtained from prisoners^ and confirmed 
by the books of two of their orderly-sei*geants taken in 
battle^ which contained record proof of the fact. 

The events of this day afford abundant evidence of the 
liberality of the American soldiers, and show a striking 

• " Booty and Beauty,** was the watch-word of Sir Edward Pack- 
cnham's anny, in the battle of the 8th. 

u 2 
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difference in the troops of the two nations. While one. 
were allured to acts of bravery and duty, by the promised 
pillage and plunder of the inhabitants, and the commis- 
sion of crimes abhorrent in the sight of earth and heaveD^ 
the other fought but for his country, and, having repelled 
her assailants, instantly forgot all enmity^ viewed his falleii 
foe as a brother, and hastened to assist hun, even at the 
hazard of his own life. The gallsmtry of the British solo 
diers, and no people could have displayed grater, had 
brought many of them even to our ramparts, where, shot 
down by our troops, they were lying badly wounded. 
When the firing had ceased, and the columns retired, our 
troops, with generous benevolence, advanced^ver the line, • 
to assist;, and bring in the wounded, which lay under and 
near the walls; when, strange to tell, the .enemy, from the 
ditch they occupied, opened a fire upon then:v, and^ though 
at a considerable distance, succeeded in wounding. several. 
It was enough for our generous soldiers, that they were 
doing an act which the. benevolence of their hearts ap- 
proved, and, with charitable perseverance, they continued- 
to administer to the. wants of Uiese' suffering men, and to 
carry them within their lines, although, in their effortsj 
they were continually exposed to. danger. " Let' the apolo- ; 
gist for crime say, '.wherefore were acts thus unpardonable 
committed against men, who were administering to the 
wants and relieving the sufferings of the dying country* 
men of those who thus repaid the most laudable humanity 
with wanton and useless cruelty. 

A communication, shortly after, from Major-general 
Lambert, on whom, in consequence of the fall of General* 
Packenham, Gibbs, and Keane, the command had devolv- 
ed, acknowledges to have^ witnessed the kindness of our 
troops to his wounded. He solicited of General Jackson 
permission to send an unarmed party to bury the dead) ' 
lying before^ his lines, and to bring^ff such of the woujided 
as were dangerous. Though, in all probability, it was ui^ 
known to General Lambert what "had been the conduct of 
his troops on this occasion, and unquestionably not au- 
thorized by him, yet Jackson, in answer to his despatch^ 
did not omit to bring it to his view, and to express his ut* 
>ter abhorrence of the act. The request to bury the dead 
was granted. General Jackson, though, refused to pe^ 
mit a near approach to his line, but consented that the 
wounded who were at a greater distance than three hun- 
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ired yards £rom the entrenchment should be relieved, and 
thi© dead buried: those nearer were, by his own men, to be 
delivered over, to be interred by their countrymen. This 
{precaution was taken, that the enemy might not have an 
opportunity to inspect, or know any thing of his situation. 
" General Lambert, desirous of administering to the re- 
lief of the wounded, and that he might be relieved from 
)u8 apprehensions of attsick, proposed, about noon, that 
hostilities should cease until the same houi^ the next day* 
Cr«Eieral*Jackson, cherishing the hope of being able to se- 
cure an important advantage, by his apparent willingness 
to aecede to the proposal, drew up an armistice, and for- 
warded it to General Lambert, with directions for it to be 
immediately returned, if approved. It contained a stipu- 
lation to this efFect^ — ^that hostilities, on the left bank of the 
river, should be discontinued from its ratification, but on 
the right bank they should Hot cease; and, in the interim, 
tiiat under no circumstances were reinforcements to be 
sent across, by either party. This was a bold stroke at 
stratagem; and, although it succeeded, even to the extent 
desired, was yet attended with considerable hazard. Re- 
inforcements had been ordered over to retake the position 
lo^t by Morgan in the morning, and the General presumed 
they had:arrived at their point of -destination, but$ at this 
time, they had not passed the river, nor could it be ex- 
pected to be retaken with the same troops who had yielded 
it the day before, when possessed of advantages which 
gave them a decided superiority r this the commanding 
general well knew; yet, to spare the sacrifice of his men, 
which, in regaining it, he foresaw must be considerable, 
he was disposed td venture upon a course to excite alarm, 
and which, he felt assured, could not fail of success. It 
was impossible his object could be discovered ; while he 
confidently believed the British commander would infer, 
from the prompt and ready manner in which his p:«:»posal 
had been met, that such additional troops were already 
thrown over, as would be fully adequate to the purposes 
of attack, and greatly to endanger, if not wholly to cut off. 
Colonel Thornton's retreat General Lambert's construc- 
tion was such us had been anticipated. Although the ar- 
mistice contained a request that it should be immediately 
signed and returned, it was neglected to be acted upon 
undl the next day; and Thornton and his command were, 
in the interim, under cover of the night, re-crossed, and 
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the ground he occupied left to be peaceably possessed by 
the original holders. The opportunity thus afforded dl 
regaining a position on ^hich, in a great degree, depend- 
ed the safety of those on the opposite shore, was accepted 
with an avidity its importance merited, and immediate 
measures taken to increase its strength, and prepare it 
against any future attack that might be made. This de* 
lay of the British commander was evidently designed, that, 
pending the negotiation, and before it was concluded, aa 
opportunity miffht be had of removing Colonel Thornton 
and his troops from a situation apparently extremely peri- . 
lous* Early the next mbmittg, General Lambert, returned 
hist acceptance of what had been proposed, with an apo- 
logy for having failed to reply sooner: he excused the 
omission, by pleading a press of business^ which had occa- 
sioned the communication to be overlooked and neglected. 
Jackson was at no loss to attribute the delay to the correct 
motive : the apology, however, 'was as perfectly satisfac- > 
tory to him as any thing that could have been offered; be- 
yond the object intended to be effected, he felt unconcern- | 
ed, and having secured thfe, rested perfectly satisfied. It 
cannot, however, appear otherwise than extraordinary, 
that this neglect should have been ascribed by the British 
generd to accident, or a press of business, when it must 
have been of greater importance, at that moment, thatt 
any thing which he could possibly have had before him. 

The armistice was this morning, (9th of January) con- 
cluded, and agreed to until twa o'clock in the evening. 
The dead and wounded were now removed from the fiel^ 
which for three hundred yards in- front bf our line of de- 
fence, they almost literally covered. For the reason 
already suggested,* our soldibrs, within the line of demar- 
kation between the two camps, delivered over to. the Bri- 
tish, who were not permitted to cross it, the dea4 for 
burial, and the wounded on parole, for which it was sti- 
pulated, an equal number of American prisoners- should 
be restored. 

It has seldom happened . that officers were more de- 
ceived in -expec^tation than were the British in the result of 
this battle, or atoned more severely their error: their rea- 
soning had never led them to conclude that militia would 
maintain their ground when warmly assailed: no other 
belief was entertained, than that alarmed at the appear- 
ance and orderly firm approach of veteran troops, they 
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would at once forsake the contest, and in flight seek for 
safety. At what part of our line they were stationed^ 
was ascertained by information derived through a deser- 
tw> on the 6th; and. influenced by a belief of their want 
<?f nerve^ and deficiency in bravery, at this point the main 
assault was urged. They were indeed militia; but the 
.eaeniy. could have assailed no part of our entrenchment 
jH^here they would have met a warmer reception, or where 
they would have found greater strength : it was indeed the 
besit defended part of the line. The Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee troops, under Generals Carroll, Thomas and Adair, 
were here, who had already, on former occasions, won a 
ceputation too dear to be sacrificed. Th^se divisions, al- 
ternately charging their pieces, . and mounting the plat- 
form, poured TOrth a constant fire, that was impossible to 
be withstood, repelled the advancing columns, and drove 
them from the field, with prodigious slaughter* 

There is one fact told, to which • general credit seems 
attached, and which clearly shows the opinion had by the 
British of our militia, and the little fear which was enter- 
tained of any determined opposition from them. When 
Impulsed from our line, the British officers were fully per- 
suaded that the information given them by the deserter, on 
/(the night of the 6th, was false, and that instead of point- 
ing out the ground defended by the militia,* he had refer- 
red them to the place occupied by our best troops ; he was 
fb Spaniard. Enraged at what they believed an mtentional 
jieception, they called their informant before them, to ac- 
eount for the mischief he had done. It was in vain he 
iicged his innocence, and, with the most solemn protesta- 
tions, declared he had stated the fact truly as it was. 
They could not be convinced,^it was impossible that they 
tuid contended against any but the best disciplined troops; 
and, without further ceremony, the poor fellow, suspend- 
ed, in view of the camp, expiated, on a tree, not his 
crime, for what he had stated was indeed true, but their 
error^ in underrating^ an enemy who had already afforded 
abundant evidences of valour. In all their future trials 
With our countrymen, may they be no less deceived, and 
discover in our yeomanry a determination to sustain- with 
fiinnness, a government which knows nothing of oppres- 
sion; but which, on an enlarged and liberal scale, aims to 
secure the independence. and happiness of man. If the 
people of the United States, unfettered almost as the air 
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they breathe, shall at a^y time omit to maintain their pri- 
vileges, their constitutional rights and free govenim^ift, 
then indeed will it be idle longer to speak of the capacity 
of man to govern himself: the dream of liberty must fade 
away and perish for ever, no more to be thought of, or re- 
membered; for under auspices promising 1>etter succe% 
the attempt of self-government can never again be.madfe 
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Bombardment of Fort St. Phaip.— British army retire to th^rshlp- 
ping.^General Jackson, with his trocps, returna to New OneaM. 
—Day of thanksgiving.— Reduction of Fort Bowyer.— Legislature 

. of Lotuaana recommence thejr session. — Disctmtents fomented 
among the American troops.— Arrest of LouailHer, — of Judge Halt 
—Peace announced.*- General Jackson is prosecuted for contempt 
of court— his appearance in court.-— Speech at the CofFee-House.-- 
His own ojMnion of martial law.— Troops are dischM^, and mc 
Genera] returns to Nash^Ue.— His person aJnd character.'-Oonclu- 
sion. . ' 

The conflict had ended, and each army occupied its 
former position. In appearance the enemy were visibly 
altered: menace was sunk into dejection, and offensive 
measures yielded for those which promised safety.^ ^^^j 
bold attitude so long preserved, was now lain aside; and 
they were perceived to be erecting partial defences, to 
guard against expected attack. It had been already an- 
nounced, upon good authority, that a considerable lo^cc 
had succeeded in passing the Balize— made prisoners Of 
a detachment there, and was proceeding up the Mississi^ 
pi, to co-operate with the land forces. It was intended 
to aid in the battle of the 8th, but failing to arrive; tfie 
attack had been made Ivithout it. Whether the enemy, 
chagrined and mortified at the failure of an effort, into 
which the idea of disappointment had never entered, mignt 
not again renew the attack, on the arrival of this^ force, 
was a probable event, and every preparation was in pFO' 
gress to be again in readiness to repel it. 

Of this formidable advance, no certain intelligence was 
received until the night of the Uth, when a heavy canno- 
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Asuling, supposed to be on Fort St Philip, was distinctly 
. heard. The advantages in defence, which the precaution 
and. vigilance of the General had early extended to this 
p^sage, added to an entire confidence in the skill and 
bravery of the officer to whom it had been confided, led 
him to believe there was nothing to be apprehended; and 
that every thing which duty and bravery could effect, 
would, be done. The enemy's squadron, consisting of two 
bomb vessels, a brig, $loop, and schooner, were discover- 
ed by the videttes, from Fort Bourbon, on the morning 
of the 9th, directing their course up the river; signals 
were made,— information communicated, and every thing 
was in readiness to receive them. About ten o'clock, 
having approached within striking distance, an assault 
was pommenced on the fort, and an immense quantity of 
bombis and balls were discharged against it. A severe and 
well-directed fire* from our water battery soon compelled 
them to abandon the attack, and retire about two miles. 
At this distance, the enemy was possessed of decided ad- 
vantages, — having it in their power to reach the fort, with 
tlie shot from their large mortars, while they were en- 
tirely without the range of ours. • The assault continued, 
without much intermission, from the 9th until the night 
of the 1 7th. They had hitherto lain beyond the effective 
range of our shot, and although from their large mortars 
the fort had been reached, and pierced in innumerable 
. places, still, such an effect had not been produced, as to 
jjustify a belief, that they could now, more than at the mo- 
ment of their arrival, venture to pass. 

Major Overton, who commanded, at this place, his 
officers, and soldiers, distinguished themselves by their 
■ activity and vigilance. To arrest the enemy's passage, 
and prevetit them from uniting with the forces belpw the 
city, was of great importance; and to succeed in this was 
as much as could be expected. So long, therefore, as 
they kept at a distance^ nor attempted a final accomplish- 
ment of iheir object, no other concern was felt than to 
watch their manoeuvres, and adopt such a course as should 
afford security to the troops in the garrison. During the 
period of the bombardment, which lasted with little inter- 
mission for nine days, sleep was almost a stranger in the 
fort. TJhe night was the time when most of all it was 
feared that the enemy, aided by the darkness, and assisted 
by some fortunate breeze, would have it in their power to 
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ascend the river, in despite of every opposition : the con- 
stant activity which was necessary, prevented all oppor- 
tunities for repose. On a tempestuous night, the wind 
setting fair, an attempt was made to pass : to divert the 
attention of the fort, and favour the chances for ascent, 
their boats were sent forward to commence an attack. In 
this, however, they were disappointed, and compelled to 
abandon the undertaking. At length, after many fruitless 
efforts, and an immense waste of labour and ammunition^ 
on the morning of the 18 th they retired without effecting 
their purpose, or producing, to us, a greater injury than 
the loss of nine of the garrison, who virere killed, and 
wounded. 

The failure of this squadron to ascend the river, per- 
haps, determined General Lambert in the course which 
he adopted. His situation before our line was truly an 
unpleasant one. Our batteries, after the 8th, were con- 
tinually throwing balls and bombs into his camp; and 
wherever a party of troops appeared, they were greatly 
annoyed. Thus harassed, — perceiving that all assistance 
through this channel had failed, and being constantly in 
apprehension lest an attack"^ should be made upon him, he 
resolved on availing himself of the first' fa voui'able oppor- 
tunity for departing, and to forsake a contest where every 
effort had met disappointment, and where an immense 
number of his troops had found their graves. The more 
certainly to effect a retreat in safety, detachments had 
beien sent out to remove every obstruction that could re- 
tard their progress through the swamp; while, to give 
greater facility to his departure, strong redoubts were 
erected on the way, and bridges thrown across every creek 
and bayou that obstructed the passage. Every thing be- 
ing thus prepared, on the night of the 18th, General Lara^ 
bert silently decamped, and, proceeding towards the lake, 
embarked for his shipping, leaving, and recommending 
to the clemency, and hospitality of the American general, 
eighty of his soldiers, who were too severely wounded to 
be removed. With such silence and caution was this 
decampment managed, that not the slightest intelligence 
was communicated, even to our sentinels occupying the 
out posts. Early the next morning, the enemy's camp 
was perceived to be evacuated; but what had become of . 
them, and whither they had gone, could only be conjec- 
tured: no information on the subject was possessed. To 
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ascertain the cause of this new and sudden appearance 
of things, detachments were in readiness to proceed and 
reconnoitre their camp, when Surgeon Wadsdale, of the 
staff, arrived at our line, with a letter to General Jackson, 
fi'om the British commander, announcing his determina- 
tion to suspend, " for the present, all further operations 
against New Orleans," and requesting his humanity to- 
wards the wounded he had left, and whom necessity had 
compelled him to abandon. 

Detachments were now sent out to ascertain the cause 
of this unexpected state of things; with orders to harass 
their rear, if a retreat were really intended. But the pre- 
caution taken by the enemy, and the ground over which 
they were retreating, prevented pursuit in sufficient num- 
bers to secure any valuable result. The system of opera- 
tions which Jackson had prescribed for himself, was such 
he believed as policy sanctioned, nor to be abandoned but 
for advantages evidently certain, and which admitted not 
of question. To pursue on a route protected and defend- 
ed by canals, redoubts, and entrenchments, would, at least, 
have been adventuring upon an uncertain issue, where 
success was probleitiatical, and where injury and loss 
might result, 
i Thus, at last, in total disappointment, terminated an 

invasion from which much had been expected. Twenty- 
six days ago, flushed with the hope of certain victory, 
I had this army erected its standai^ on the banks of the 
f Mississippi. At that moment, they would have treated 
I with contempt an assertion, that in ten days they would 
not enter the city of New Orleans. How changed the 
portrait, from the reality! But a few days since, and they 
<vere confident of a triumph, and a successful termination 
of their labours: now, vanquished, beaten, and cut to 
pieces, at midnight,- under cover of its darkness, they are 
round silently abandoning their camp, — breaking to pieces 
their artillery, — ^fleeing from an enemy, who, but a little 
while before, they had held in utter contempt, and sub- 
mitting their wounded to his clemency. A demonstration 
is given, which, short of absolute proof, g^Briton would 
have been among the last to have admitted, that fourteen 
thousand troops, who, oftentimes, against the sternest op- 
position, had signalized themselves in battle, and marched 
to victory, could, under any circumstances, be beaten, 
and one-third of them destroyed, by an inferior number 

X 
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of men, who scarcely knew how to form in column, or 
deploy into line: yet did they know that which was <^i&- 
fimtely more service in nerving with strength the soldier's 
arm, and dispelling every thing of fear, — ^that they were 
contendbg for their rights, against a power which was 
causelessly seeking their destruction,— for privilege 
against usurpation,— for liberty, in opposition to oppres- 
sion: — that they were fighting for a country they loved^ 
aiid for enjoyments, which, once lost, could ficver be re- 
gained. Prompted by these considerations, they had e^i- 
tered the field, and under their influence had acted. For 
their toils and privations, they were amply remunerated : 
they had met their own and country's expectations — had 
saved a city from destruction — its inhabitants frolfi cruelty 
and dishonour, and were carrying with them the lofty 
consolation which the recollection of a faithful discharge 
of duty never fjuls to inspire. 

There was no certainty that the contest was finally end- 
ed. The enemy had indeed retired, and, "for the pre^ 
sent, relinquished all further operations against New Or- . 
leans:'' but of what continuance their forbearance would 
be, whether they might not avail themselves of the first 
flattering opportunity, to renew the struggle, and wipe off 
the stain of a defeat so wholly unexpected, could not be 
doubted. ' The hopes and expectations indulged, in Eng- . 
land, of the success of this expedition, had inspirited the 
whole army; and failure had never been anticipated* 
They had now retired; yet, from their convenient situa-s 
tion, and having pommand of the surrounding waters, it 
was in their power, at a short notice, to re-appear, at the 
same, or some more favourable point — cause a repetition 
of the hardships already encountered, and, perhaps, suc- 
ceed in the accomplishment of their views. These con- 
siderations led General Jackson to conclude, that, although, 
for the present, there was an abandonment of the enter- 
prise, still it behoved him not to relax in his system of 
defence; but be in constant readiness to maintain the ad- 
vantages he had gained; and not to risk a loss of the 
country by a^bareless indifl*erence, growing out of the 
belief that danger had subsided. To prevent such a re- 
sult, vigilance and caution were essentially necessary. 

With entire control of the lakes and gulf, it could not 
be known at what point the enemy might venture on a se- 
cond attack. General Jackson determined now, to with- 
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draw his troops from the position they had so long occu- 
piedy and place them about the city, whence, to repel any 
nirther attempt that should be made, they might be ad- 
vanced wherever it should become necessary. The se- 
yienth regiment of infantry remained to protect the point 
he. was teaving; while, further in advance, on Villery's 
canal, where a landing had first been effected, were posted 
a detachment of Kentucky and Louisiana militia. To 
secure this point more efFectually, orders were given, on 
tfee 22d, to throw up a strong fortification, at the junction 
of Man^nt and Bayou Bienvenu ; which order was again 
attempted to be executed on the 25th. On both occasions, 
failure' was the result, the enemy having, on their retreat, 
kft a strong guard at this place, which, from its situation, 
defied approach by a' force competent to its reduction. 
Their occupying this position was looked to as a circum- 
stance which afforded strong evidence that further hosti- 
Udes were not wholly abandoned. To counteract, how- 
ever, any advantages which might thence be derived, 
different points, along the swamp, and in the direction of 
Terre au Boeuf, were occupied, and strong works erected, 
to prevent their again reaching in this direction the shores 
of the Mississippi. 

These arrangements being made, calculated, if not to 
prevent, at least to give intelligence of an approach in 
time to be resisted, on the 20th of January, General Jackr 
son, with his remaining forces, commenced his march to 
New Orleans. The general glow excited, aj; beholding 
his entrance into the city, at the head of a lotf suffering 
and victorious army, was manifested by all those feelings 
which patriotism and sympathy inspire. The windows 
and streets were crowded, to view the man, who, by vigi- 
lance, decision, and energy, had preserved the country 
from the fate to which it had been devoted. It was a 
scene well calculated to excite the tenderest emotions. 
But a few weeks since, arid every bosom throbbed for de- 
liverance and safety. Fathers, sons, and husbands, urged 
by the necessity of the times, were toiling in defence of 
their wives and children. A ferocious soldiery, nume- 
ro.tts, and skilled in the art of war, and to whom every in- 
dulgence had been promised, were straining exertion to 
effect their object Every cannon that echoed from the 
line was, perhaps, the signal of approach, and the com- 
mencement of indescribable horrors. But those feelings 
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had subsided : the painful anticipations which had lasted 
so long, were gone. The tender female, relieved froift 
the anguish of danger and suspense, no longer trembled 
for her safety and her honour: a new order of things bad 
arisen: joy sparkled in every countenance ; while scarcely 
a widow or an orphan was seen, to cloud the general trans- 
port. The commanding general, under whose banner 
every thing had been achieved, deliberate, cool, and spar- 
ing of the lives of the brave defenders of their country, 
had dispelled the storm which had so long threatened to 
involve the ruin of thousands; and was now restoring, 
safe and unhurt, those who had with him maintained the ^ 
contest. His approach was hailed with acclamations: ft 
was not the kind of applause, which, resulting from fear, 
is oftentimes extended by the subject, to sonnie conqueror^ 
or tyrant returning in triumph, but that which was ex- 
tended by citizens to a citizen soldier, springing frotn af- 
fectioif, and founded in an honesl sincerity of heart. All 
greeted his return, and hailed him as their deliverer. 

But, amidst the warm expression of their thanks, and 
the honours *and congratulations heaped upon him, he was 
not unmindful, that to an energy superior to his own, and 
a wisdom which controls the destiny of nations, was he 
indebted for the glorious triumph of our arms. Respited 
from the arduous duties of the field, his first Concern was 
to draw the minds of all in thankfulness and adoration to 
that sovereign mercy, without whose aid, and inspiring 
counsel, vain would be all earthly efforts. The 23cl hav- 
ing been appointed a day of prayer and thanksgiving fo^ 
the happy deliverance effected by our arms, Jackson re- 
paired to the cathedral. The church and altar were splen- 
didly decorated, and more than could obtain admission 
had crowded to witness the ceremony. A grateful recol- 
lection of his exertions to save the country, was cherished 
by all; nor did the solemnity of the occasion, even here^ 
restrain a manifestation of their regard, or induce thetn 
to withhold the honour he had so nobly earned. Chil- 
dren, robed in white, and representing^the different states, 
were employed in strewing the way with flowers; while, 
as he passed, a flattering ode produced for the occasion 
saluted his ears. — 

Hail to the chief! who hied at war's alarms. 
To save our threatened land from hostile arms) 
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Preserved, protected by his gallant care. 
Be his the g^teful tribute of each fur: 
With joyful triumph swell the choral lay — 
Strew, strew with flow'rs the hero's welcome way. 
Jackson, all hail! our country's pride and boast,— 
Whose mind's a council, and his arm a host; 
Welcome, blest chief ! accept our grateful lays. 
Unbidden homage, and spontaneous pi*aise; 
Remembrance, long, sbaU keep ^ve thy fante. 
And iUtufe infants learn to lisp thy name. 

When the vGeneral reached the church, Dubourg, the . 
reverend administrator of the diocese, met him at the 
door. Addressing him in a strain of pious eloquence, he 
entreated him to remember, that his splendid achieve- 
xnents, which were echoed from every tongue, were to be 
ascribed to Him to whom all praise was due. " Let the 
votary of blind chance," continued he, "deride our cre- 
dulous simplicity. Let the cold-hearted atheist look for an 
explanation of important events, to the mere concatenation 
of human causes ; to us, the whole world is loud in pro- 
claiming a Supreme Ruler, who, as he holds the destiny of 
man in his hands, holds also the thread of all contingent 
occurrences; from his lofty throne, he moves every scene 
below, — infuses his wisdom into the rulers of nations, and 
executes his uncontrollable judgments on the sons of men, 
according to the dictates of his own unerring justice. *' 
He concluded his impressive address, by presenting the 
General with a wreath of laurel, woven for the occasion, 
and which he desired him to accept as ** a prize of vic- 
tory." 

. General Jackson accepted the pledge, presented as a 
mark of distinguished favour by the reverend prelate, and 
returned him a reply no less impressive than the address 
he had received. He was now conducted in, and seated 
near the altar, when the organ and church ceremonies 
were commenced, and inspired every mind ^^th a solemn 
reverence for the occasion * These being ended, he re- 
tired to his quarters, to renew a system* of defence, which 
wpuld ensure entire safety, and ward off any future danger^ 
that might arise. The right bank of the Mississippi was" 
now strengthened by additional reinforcements, and a 
^troi^ position taken on La Fourche, to prevent any pas- 
sage m that direction. Suitable arrangements for secu- 
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rity havings been already made below, the city, Generals 
Coffee and Carroll were instructed to resume their former 
encampment^ four miles above, where they had been sta- 
tioned previously to the landing of the enemy. The rest 
of the troops were arranged at different points, where ne- 
cessity seemed most to require it^ and where they might 
be convenient, and concentrated for action, on the iirst 
appearance, of danger. 

Previously to General Lambert's departure, articles of 
agreement had been entered into by the commanders of 
the two armies, for an exchange of prisoners; in pursu- 
ance of which, sixty-three Americans, taken on the night 
of the 23d, from the left wing of General Coffee's bri- 
gade^ had been delivered up: the remainder, principally 
those who had been taken at the capture of our gun boats^ 
were shortly afterwards surrendered by Admiral Cochrane^ 
and an equal number of British prisoners, in our posses- 
sion, sent off to be delivered at the Balize. 

The enemy had now withdrawn from the shore the- 
troops which had been landed, and occupiedtheir former 
position at Cat and Ship Island. Mortified at their unex- 
pected disaster, they were projecting a plan, .by which" it 
was expected a partial advantage mighty perhaps, be se* 
cured, an(} the stigma of defeat somewhat obliterated. 

On the 6th of February, the British shipping appeared 
off Dauphin Island, fronting the point on which stood Fort 
Boyer, garrisoned with three hundred and sixty men« 
Having made the necessary arrangements, on the 8th an 
attack was commenced, both from the. land and water. 
The fleet was formed in two divisions; and approached 
within one and two miles, bearing south and south-wesU. 
But the principal attack, and that which compelled a sur- 
render, was from the shore, where Colonel Nicholls and 
Woodbine carried on their operations in September. Five 
thousand troops, aided by pieces of heavy ordnance, and 
secured from the fire of our guns by large embankments, 
urged the assault. Under cover of the two succeeding 
nights, redoubts had been thrown up, and trenches cut 
through the sand, which enabled them to approach gra- 
dually, and without being exposed to the fire of our guns. 
Twice, on the 8th, were detachments sent out to effect by- 
storm the accomplishment of their purpose: but the fire 
from the fort compelled an abandonment of their course, 
and drove them to the necessity of approaching by trench- 



ea^ protc^cted by strong redoubts. To demotifth these from 
the fort was impracticable ; and to attempt to prevent theif 
erection, by any sortie, with so weak a force, would have 
been rash and imprudent Thus situated, and every thing 
being ready to attack and carry the fort, if opposition 
iRrere still intended, about ten o'clock on the 1 1th the ene* 
iny hoisted a* flag: Major Lawrence raised another. Hbs* 
tilities ceased, and General Lambert required a surrender.^ 
The officers being convoked, with one consent agreed that 
further resistance would be ineffectual, and could only lead 
to the unnecessary loss of many valuable lives. A capitu^ 
lation was agreed on, and the fort forthwith yielded to the 
enemy. 

Previous to this attack, an alarming and threatening 
disturbance appeared amongst the troops at Fort Jackson, 
and which, on the 22d January, resulted in six of them be- 
ing found guilty and sentenced to execution at Mobile, on a 
charge of mutiny and desertion. On the 24th of May, 
1814, Governor Blount, acting under instructions from 
the Secretary of War, required one thousand men, for a 
tour of six months^ to be drawn from the division of Gene- 
Kil Jackson, who at that time was a militia general in the 
service of the state; not the United States. Acting upon 
the order, the requisition was made, and on the 20th of the 
succeeding month (June) the required quota was rende- 
vouzed, and marched to garrison the different forts in the 
Ci'eek Country, bordering on Mobile. Between the 18th 
and 20th of September, before half the period for which 
they were -mustered had expired, and for which by the 
government they subsequently were paid, a portion of this 
regiment becoming weary of the -service, an alarming 
mutiny arose, which resulted in the desertion of two hun- 
dred. They claimed to be entitled to a discharge, for the 
reason, that the term was but for three months. Prepa- 
ratory to a departure, and to strengthen themselves in 
their mutinous design, a paper was circulated to obtain 
the signatures of those . who should be willing to act in 
concert, and depart together. To obtain supplies for the 
return march, the bake house in which was deposited the 
contractor's stores, was broken open and demolished. 
The cattle, procured with great difficulty and expense for 
the subsistence of the troops, were taken and killed. Suf- 
ficient supplies for their return being thus obtained, and 
the authority of officers in command placed at open defi- 
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ancC) on the morning of the 30th of September, in a tu- 
multuous manner, about two hundred abandoned their 
post and their duty, and set out for home. Early as new* 
of this act of insubordination reached head quarters, a pro- 
clamation was issued commanding an arrest of the muti^ 
neers: some were taken and forcibly brought back; others 
voluntarily returned. For their trial a court martial was 
organized; and which, with one exception, was co'mposed 
exclusively of officers from their own regiment, and who 
of course could not be presumed to entertain any feelings 
of unkindness or prejudice. 

The court, consisting of five regular and two supernu- 
merary members, proceeded to an examination and trial 
of these offenders, and sentenced six of them to be shot: 
the rest were condemned to a humiliating, though less se- 
vere punishment; part of their pay was to be shopped— 
their lost time to be made up by further service; their 
heads to be shaved ; and at the expiration of their term to 
be drummed out of camp. Because of age and inexperi- 
ence, some were recommended to the clemeiicy of the 
General, and accordingly were pardoned. The residue of 
these offenders never received any other punishment th^ 
having their term of service enlarged, correspondent to 
the loss occasioned by the desertion. Pay during the 
period of the desertion was afterwards withheld by the 
government, who thereby recognized, and adopted th^ 
proceedings of the court. In behalf of those condemned to 
death, nothing of request or negotiaflon being presented 
from the court, they were left to their fate, without an exer- 
cise on the part of the General, of his respiting or par- 
doning power. The session of this court was at Mobile^ 
nearly two hundred miles from New Orleans, where Gene- 
ral Jackson, from the 1st of December, had been actively 
and busily engaged. Of the merits of the cases, and the 
extent of the imputed guilt, he could know nothing, un- 
less as presented by the court, where rested both the fact 
and the law. To the recommendation of the court the 
General assented at once, and gave pardon and forgiveness 
to those thus presented to his consideration and clemency. ' 

The course pursued towards these offenders was impe- 
riously demanded by justice. The British army, to be 
«ure, had on the 19th abandoned the siege of New Or- 
leans, but they were yet a strong and powerful foe, and 
entirely in command of the water. When and where an 
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effort might be made to strike a further blow could not ht 
&iK)wn; all the information possessed upon this subject, 
iras a communication from General Lapibert to the com- 
manding genera! of the American army, made at leaving 
tis position before New Orleans, that he had determined 
^ to suspend for the present all further operations." Far 
General Jackson to be on the alert, — to guard every as- 
sailable point, and to protect from disaffection and mutiny 
the army, was required by every consideration of neces-' 
sity to himself, and interest to the country. . At such a 
moment of uncertainty and peril, to permit the army to 
be wasted and destroyed through riot and desertion, 
must have resulted in consequences most disastrous. 
Who pardoneth the guilty, murdereth the innocent, is » 
remark no less trite than true. If feeling apart from judg- 
ment had been exercised, these men might have lived to 
atone their error, or else again to set prejudicial and inju- 
rious examples. In doubtful cases, or whei*e example may 
be dispensed with, mercy may plead successfully, but her 
voice ought never to be heard where the demands of jus- 
tice ar^ clearly ascertained, and the safety of a whole 
country warns against it. The enemy had retired, though 
they were yet powerful; and although '** for the present 
uXl further operations were suspended," it was in their 
power to renew assault at any time. Official intelli- 
gence of peace, through an express from the government, 
was not communicated to Genera! Jackson until the 1 3th 
of February, two days after the capture of Fort Bowyer; 
nor until the 19th, when similar information was received 
by General Lambert, did hostilities between the two ar- 
mies terminate. At such time, and under such circum- 
stances, justice, not mercy, should have claimed controL 
Had those offenders been pardoned, with no propriety af- 
terwards could an effort have been made to arrest mutiny and 
insubordination, no matter to what untoward length both 
might have proceeded. Mercy so mistaken, at -a period 
so threatening, might have carried with it consequences 
highly pernicious, and furnished an example, the force 
and effect of which might not afterwards have been pro- 
vided against. 

The legislature of Louisiana had re-commenced the 
session. The necessity which had induced a suspension 
of their deliberations, having been removed, by the de- 
parture of the enemy, they were no longer restricted in 
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the exercise of their constitutional privileges. , Soifte. of '^ 
the members, during the past struggle, had forsaken their ^ 
official duties, and repai^'ed to the field, where more im^ 
portant services were to be rendered, and where they had 
manifested a zeal and devotion to the country worthy of 
imitation. A much greater part, however, had pursued s 
ycry opposite course, and stood aloof from impending d^ 
ger. The disposition shown, on the 28th oi December, 
to propose a capitulation with the enemy, has been ad' 
Tcrted to: how far it was calculated to estrange public 
sentiment from aconviction, which the commanding gene- 
ral, throughout, had endeavoured to rivet and impress,', 
** that the country could and would be successfully de-^ 
fended," can be easily imagined. But he had sinned bet? 
yond forgiveness. The course adopted — his arresting all* 
proceedings, and suspending deliberation by placing ant 
armed force at thp door of the capitol, were viewed as in-- 
tolerable infringements upon legislative prerogative — de*; 
nounced as an abusls of power, and hence the first oppor-, 
tunity was seized to exhibit their resentment against the 
man who had stood forth in opposition, ^nd defeated their ; 
designs.* Whether it were better to indulge them in a* 
heedless course, or, by interposing a remedy, arrest the; 
purpose intended, preserve the nation from dishonourr and 
avert the dangerous consequences involved, was not a^mat- 
ter requiring much deliberation; nor was it a circumstance 
to justify the legislature in treating with disrespect, him , 
who was the efficient cause of all that had been achieved. 
No sooner had the members resumed the exercise of 
legislative duties, than their first concern was to pass in 
review, the incidents of the last month. To those who 
had acted vigilantly in the defence of the state, and who, • 
by their toils and exertions, had contributed to its safety, 
they officially tendered their thanks; but of Jackson, no- 
thing was said. We are not disposed to censure or call 
in question the conduct of this body, though the circum- 
stances present no very favourable appearance. When 
danger threatened, they were disposed to make terms with 
the etfemy, and obtain safety by a surrender of the city: 
from this they were prevented. Incensed at being thus 
unexpectedly resti^ined in the execution of their designs? 
no sooner did they resume the duties of their station, than 

* See page 210. 
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^Chey became lavish in the praise of those who adopted and 
pursued a course directly contrary to their own; while in 
that commendation and approval, they^intentionally neg^ 
fected the very man to whom the country was indebted 
Ibr its salvation. To Jackson, this, was an immaterial 
circumstance; he had a mind incapable of being inflated 
by applause, or depressed by unmerited censure. He 
knew, full well, that his countrymen would duly appreciate 
his conduct, trace all his actions to their proper motives^ 
and extend ** honour to whom honour was due.*' Huma* 
man est errarCy was a maxim from which he claimed no 
eiemption ; but a conviction rested on his mind that ne^ 
cessity had prompted him to the course he had taken, and 
that if he had erred, it was for the general ^ood : if legisla- 
dve prerogative had been invaded, it was to save the 
actors from theniselves ; if constitutional forms and provi- 
sions had been violated, the country had been thereby pro* 
tected from outrage, dishonour, and ruin. These afforded 
consolatory reflections, which the neglect or censures of 
none, could disturb, or take away. Mindful of what he 
owed to his country, and what was expected at his hands, 
he continued a course calculated to preserve the advanta- 
ges he had secured, regardless, of the cabal, the murmur- 
ing and intrigue of party. 

Appearances in the American camp- were about this 
time assuming an unfavourable aspect: present danger and 
alarm being removed, confusion was arising, and disaffec- 
tion spreading through the ranks. Pretexts were sought 
to escape the drudgery of the field. Many naturalized 
citizens, who^ad been brought into the service, and made 
to aid in the general defence, where seeking exemption from 
further control, and claiming to be subjects of the king of 
France. Some were indeed foreigners: but most of them' 
had become citizens of the United States; yet, notwith- 
standing, as French subjects, they were seeking, and actu- 
ally procuring, exonerations through Monsieur Toussard, 
the consul resident at New Orleans. No applicant ever 
vent away unsupplied, and hundreds, for the price of a- 
consular certificate, obtained protections which were to 
relieve them from the drudgery of the field, and the ties 
due to their adopted country. A flag was displayed from 
the consul's residence, and a rumour circulated, that un- 
der it every Frenchman would find protection. Five dol- 
lars, the price of the certificate, was all that was required 
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of any applicant to assure, through the consul^ tKe pi^ 
tection of the French government. Harassed by suc^ 
evils, which were every day increasing, and having strong 
and satisfactory reasons to believe that the enemy, then 
within a few hours' sail of the shore, were constantly ad- 
vised of his situation, Jackson determined to adopt such 
measures as would at once put down the machinations rf 
the guilty and designing. Toussard, thus manifesting, 
what could be considered in no other light, a warmm 
of attachment to the English, and a desire to aid then^ 
was ordered to leave the city—retire to the interior of the 
country, nor venture to return, until peace was restored. 
His countrymen, also, who were disposed to claim hisprd' 
tection, and abandon the service, were ordered to folld^r 
him, and, at their peril, not to appear again about Netr 
Orleans. The General did this with a view to his owt 
security, and from a conviction that those who could thus 
shamefully seek to avoid a contest, threatened against a 
country which they had adopted, and whose privileg«* 
and benefits they had enjoyed, would not scruple, if occa- 
sion offered, to inflict any injury in their power;*— he be- 
lieved his camp, or its vicinity, by no means a propei* 
place where such characters should be permitted to loiter. 
Particular care and caution had been early taken tha^ 
embarrassments on the score of citizenship might not 
arise. Danger threatening, it was no difficult matter t« 
perceive, that on the ground of being subjects of a fomgo 
power, and owing no allegiance to the United States^ 
many would assert a neutrality and exemption from th€ 
fatigues and dangers of the field. If entitled to this chli- 
racter, then was it fair they should receive whatever of 
immunity could attach to their claim ; yet if in prosperous 
tinies they had asserted their right to be citizens, — ^i^arti- 
cipated in our privileges, and drawn to themselves the be^ 
nefits appertaining to that relation, then was there everf 
justice in demanding of them those military service* 
which were exacted of others; but as the language spok- 
.en was not vernacular, any inquiry on this subject, cal- 
culated to result in certainty, was attended with difiiculty. 
Fortunately, however, a warmly contested election, ^^^ 
preceding summer, had taken place at New Orleans, and 
a register of the votes on the occasion had been pre- 
served. To this document then. General Jackson resort- 
ed, and with this unanswerable argument, that those i^ho 
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had vQtffd, and thereby participated in the highest privi- 
JjBges of the country, should not now be permitted to deny, 
9V throw off, a relation and citizenship thus established. 
By this mean, he rendered in a great degree^ inoperative, 
the French consul's certificates, and compelled to the field, 
spite of their consular protection, every man whose name 
could be traced on the election roster. 
. Our own citizens, too, wefe giving rise to difficulties, 
and increasing the danger of the moment. . Mr. Living- 
ston had arrived on the 10th of March from the British 
fleet, whither, he had gone to ^effect a general cartel: 
through him. Admiral Cochrane had announced the arrival 
of a vessel from Jamaica, with news, that a treaty of peace 
had been agreed on and signed by the two countries. This 
Uiformatign vs^as immediately caught at by the news-mon- 
gers, and from intentipn, or the want of correct intelli- 
gence, appeared in the Louisiana Gazette, in an entirely 
afferent shape:* it communicated the arrival of a flag at 
head-quarters, \yith news of the conclusion of peace, and 
requesting a suspension of hostilities. It was evident, 
the ejSect of such a declaration must be, to intix}ducc 
lassitude, or perhaps disaffection among the troops, and 
.induce a belief that their accustomed vigilance was no 
longer necessary. Sensible of this, General Jackson sent 
for the editor, , and instructed him to alter what he had 
Stated, and exhibit the facts, which he now communicated 
truly as they werei He adopted thisxourse, through fear of 
the consequences to be produced. One thing he well knew, 
tjiat the enemy had retired, under circumstances of mortifi- 
cation and hunfbled feeling, at their complete discomfiture; 
nor while it remained not an improbable conjecture, that 
they might yet seek an accomplishment o( their views, 
through any channel a hope of success could be discerned. 
High t not this annunciation of peace, and prctendi d request 
for a suspension of hostilities, introduced through the pub- 
lic journals, be a device of the enemy to induce a relaxatioH 
in his system of operation and defence : to divert his oJ!i- 
cers and soldiers from that attention and activity so essen- 
^al to security,*— to excite discontents and murmurings, 
tod alternately a desire to be discharged from the further 
drudgery of a camp? All these dangers he saw lurking be- 
neath the rumour if false; and whether true or false, it 
was foreign to his duty to be influenced by. any thing, un- 
til it should be officially communicated by his govern- 
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m'ent. Fearful of the effect it might produce, he lost up 
time in addressing his army: " how disgraceful,'^ he re- 
marked, ^^ as well as disastrous, would it be, if, by siyv 
rendering ourselves credulously to newspaper publication^ 
often proceeding from ignorance, but more frequently 
from dishonest design, we should permit an enemy, whom 
we have so lately and so ji^loriously beaten, to regain (hiei 
advantages he has lost, and triumph over us in turn.*' .A 
general order, at the same time, announced that no .publi- 
cation relating to the army, was to be published in an|r 
newspaper, without first obtaining permission. It haif 
been objected, that this prohibition^ going to restrict the 
exercise of a constitiitional -right, was an outrage, on. tb^^ 
feelings and liberty of the country: but if the press be of 
so sacred and intactible a character, that it may,.ado|>t a^ 
pursue^a course, calculated to scatter -dissentioiis,. and ex- 
cite mutiny in the ranks of afi army, ivhen ^ip the very 
face of an enemy,* witbout the power of control, it is.i 
circumstance to be regretted. Reflecting minds will de^ 
termine, if an interposition of power" were*^ not necessary 
to restrain so dangerous a freedoip, and to avert ipjury 
from a country, >«hose protection the pressj when it seeks 
to injure, ceases to deserve. 

. Notwithstandiug thii. salutary and innocent prohibjitibi^ 
shortly afterwards an anonymous publicatipn appeare4 lU 
the Louisiana Courier, Calculated by its inflammatory 
character to excite mutiny among the troops, and afroi;a 
the enemy intelligence'of the situation, condition and dfis-| 
position of the army. It was now high t^me, the Gener^ 
believed, to act with decision, and prove by the.eatcrciae 
of authority, that such conduct' militated against the po^, 
lice, the safety of his camp and country, and required not 
to be passed with impunity. The enemy had heretofore 
effected a landing, secretly, and without opposition; ancj 
although bescteh, might again return. If spies -were to ba 
nestled in his camp, and permitted to stand forth to the 
world with the gleanings of their industry, it was folly to 
believe the enemy would not profit by the information 
Martial law yet prevailed in New OHeans, and he I'esolved 
to put it in execution against those who manifested such 
evident disregard of the public good. The editor was 
immediately sent for to the General's quarters ; he stated 

the author of the piece to be — Louaillier, a membei^ 

of the legislature, and he in^as thereupon discharged. 
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^Louaillier was arrested, and detained for trial This 
eircamstancc afforded civilians a fair opportunity of test- 
ing if it were in the power of a commanding general to 
l^se the military above the civil authority, and render it 
«iiperior by any declaration of his. Application was made 
fo Judge Hall, for a writ of habeas corpus, which was im- 
mediately issued. The General, to render the example as 
dficacious as possible, and from information that the 
ladge had been much more officious than duty required : 
tnd believing^ it a combination and concert to test hi^ 
^ower, determined to arrest the Judge also, and thereby 
at once'to settle the question of authority. Qn a matter 
mvolving such important consequences, he believed it 
B^st to have it determined in a way to' silence opposi- 
don, and show that he was resolved to put down every 
€K6rt to thwart the measures he had adopted for defence, 
<A* which was calculated to destroy the police he had es- 
tablished for the tranquillity of his camp, and safety of the 
country. 

Instead of surrendering Louaillier, and acting in obe- 
dience to the writ issued ibr his relief, he arrested the 
person of the Judge, and, on the 1 1th of March, sent him 
from the city, with these instructions — **I*have thought 
proper to send you beyond the limits of my encampment, 
tb prevent a repetition of the improper conduct with which 
you have been charged. You will remain without the line 
^f my sentinels until the ratification of peace is regularly 
lUinounced, or until the British shall have left the southern 
coast." He did this, believing he was right in the decla- 
ration of martial law, and that the good sense of Judge 
Hall, at so momentous a period, should have taught him ' 
a different course. He did it, because disposed to give 
complete effect to his measures — to silence opposition, and 
satisfy the refractory and designing, that judicial interfe- 
rence should not mar the execution of his plans, or af- . 
fcrd a screen, behind which treason might stalk unmo- 
lested. - He did it, to make the example effectual, and to 
obtain, through fear, that security which could not be had 
through love of country. 

The mind coolly calculating, in the closet, cannot fairly 
appreciate the merits of this question. Proper inferen- 
ces can be only drawn, by bearing in recollection all those 
circumstances which existed at the moment. That a zeal 



356 LIFE OF GENERAL JACKSON. 

suited to the occasion was not felt, the events already adr 
verted to abundantly prove. The course pursued by the 
legislature had evidenced a feeling and conduct which had 
forfeited reliance ; while the enemy being, as we hav$, 
heretofore shown, constantly advised of every thing trans? 
acted in the American camp, plainly evinced, that safety 
and success were to be attained in no other way than by 
pursuing a course at once firm and determined. 

The militia had already grown tired of the field, and. 
sighed to be discharged from their toils. To impress oa 
their minds a conviction, that, peace being Restored, they 
were unnecessarily detained in- service, when it r^ted oi][ 
rumour aldne; or to attempt, by any course of conduct, 
to render them more disaffected, carried with it such a der 
grce of criminality and guik, as could not be permitted* . 
without endangering the safety of the country. This spirU • 
of discontent had become extensively diffused. The differ-^, 
ent posts which had been established, could with difR- 
culty be maintained. The Kentucky troops, and two huu-i 
of the Louisiana militia, stationed in defence of Villery's. 
canal, had abandoned their post. Chef Menteur, too, ; 
a point no less important, had been forsaken by one hun-^. 
dred and fifty- of the Louisianians, spite of the reitnon*^ 
strances and exertions of officers to detain them. Go- 
vernor Claiborne had been heard to dec^re, in words of., 
mysterious import, that serious difficulties would be short- 
ly witnessed in New Orleans. For the commanding ^ene^: 
ral, at a lime like this, when disaffection was spreading , 
like contagion through his camp, patiently to have stopa-: 
and witnessed mutiny fomented and encouraged by per^ ♦ 
^ons who, from their standing in society, were calculated . 
to possess a dangerous influence, would have been a crime ^^ 
he never could have sufficiently atoned, had injury result-.^ 
ed. He thought it time enough to relax in operations, . 
and ground his arms, when the conclusion of peace should ', 
be announced through the prjoper authorities. Until then, 
believinp: imperious duty required it, he resolved to main- , 
tain his advantages, and check opposition, at every hazard.. , 
To have obeyed the writ would have been idle. He had 
declared the existence of military authority, and thereby 
intended to supersede all judicial power. If he had obey- ^ 
ed the mandate, it would have been an acknowledgment of '; 
rivil supremacy, and a virtual abandonment of the course 1 
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Ke' had adopted. It was not an improbable event, that the 
petitioner would be discharged, on a hearing, because 
guilty of no offence cognizable by the civil courts* He 
had not levied war against the country, nor directly aided 
the enemy; but had done that which was paralyzing exer- 
tion, scattering dissension, introducing mutiny, and thin- 
ning the ranks of the army. Either judicial interference 
should have been disregarded,- or the arrest was wholly 
tinhecessary. But 'whether the course pursued were right 
01* wrong, the effect was important and salutary, for good 
6fdtr was restored, and disorganizers forthwith were 
hushed to silence* 

' On the 13th of March, an express from the city of 
WasKfngton arrived at head-quarters, bearing intelligence 
of the conclusion and ratification of a treaty between Great 
Britain and the United States, and directing a cessation of 
hosftilities. The information was? altogether of defective 
character, for by spme strange fatality, the communication 
from the government had been interchanged on the road, 
or at starting^ ai^d instead of a despatch declarative of the 
conclusion of a peace, there w,as borne* to him an order 
for calling additional troops into service. Enough, how- 
ever, besides verbal information from the messenger, was 
received,, to satisfy General 'Jackson, and forthwith, an 
order was promulgated, announcing Jh-C certain return of 
p^ace, and revoking the opergition of martial law. ' A 
simdlar annunciation w^%directly thereafter received from 
hdis government 6y General Lambert, commander of the 
British foVces before New Orleans; and on the 19th, mili- 
tary operations by the two arnjies entirely ceased. , The 
aspect of affairs was now cjianging; the mjlrtia were dis- 
charged frbm service; bustle was subsiding; and joy and 
tt-anquillitV every where appearing. A proclamation, was 
immediately issued, proclaiming to offenders. pardon and 
forgiveness for all offences committed. 

Judge HSII, being restored to tl^e exercise of those func- 
tions, of whicji he had been lately bereaved, by military 
arrest,' proceeded, without loss of time, to an examina- 
tion of what had passed, and to become the arbiter of his 
own wrongs and injuries. Accordingly, on the 21st, he 
granted a rule of court for General Jackson to appear, 
and show cause why an attachment for contempt should 
not be awarded, on the ground that he had refused to obey 

Y 2 
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a writ issued to him,— detained an original paper belong- 
ing to the court, and imprisoned the judge.* ' 

In this case, there was certainly top much latitude fot 
an improper indulgence of feeling, forthe judge, the cont- 
plaining party, to claim any kind of interference : it wouW 
have been more advisable to have appealed to a jury of 
his country, and thus brought before a dispassiotvale tri- 
bunal, the question of the* illegality of his Arrest and de- 
tention. But, by becoming the prosecutor and arbitef df 
his own grievances, he placed himself in a situation whei^c 
reason could have but little agency, calculated to dolft- 
justice, and attach to his decision suspicion and Censu1*c. 
It would have been more satisfactory to Jackson, to hafe ' 
met the inquiry before a less partial tribunal; yet, al- 
though he was well convinced of its being J^n eitra-judi- 
cial proceeding, he did not hesitate to' appear, and sub- 
mit the grounds which' he believed ougjit fully to acqiSit 
him of aU alleged guilt The trial by jury was secured, 
generally, in criminal prosecutions,' anfl in all others, ex- 
cept where the law, from' conceived necessity, had expli- 
citly directed a 'more 'summary course. Ihaspluch, theft, 
as the indignity complained of, and the right to punish 
for contempt, was not clearly within the prpvisions of .any 
existing law, but merely a right incidental to judicial po^y- 
er, it >yas believed the court possessed no jurisdiction bi 
the case, — that it deserved to be classed with general in- 
juries, and inquired into by a ju^ Claiming* tdhimgl* 
this and other exceptions to the jurisdiction, he met the 
investigation. .He was^ the more disposed to do so, be- 
cause the busypolit^icians of the, city had condemned ftis 
acts, without seekjing for the* reasons which had induced 
them. An opportunity wa's now presented of flevelopmg 
them fully, and of bringing to the view of his country, 
the weighty considerations that had influenced his mind, 
and to which,. in a great measure, were' to be ascribed tfhe 
protection and safety the country had experienced. 

On the 24th, his appearance being.entered, he st6odj<^ 
presented at the bar by John Reid^ his aid-de-camp> a^'^ 
Messrs. Livingston and D.uncah. Major Reid address- 

* The writ had been detained, and a certified copy given, on account 
of its having been altered by Judge Hall, in a material part. The Gc- 
nerars reasons for the detention will be found iii his answer, »t the *nd 
of the volume. .. 
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iog himself to the clyurt, remarked, that he appeared with 
th^ General's answer, supported hy an affidavit, which 
went to show, that the rule should be discharged, and no 
further proceeding had. A curious course of judicial 
proceeding was* now witnessed. Cause, why the rule 
should not be made absolute,, was to be shown, and yet the 
judge would determine whether the reasons were excep- 
tionable or not, previously to their being heard* The 
counsel urged in vain, the propriety of his hearing firsts 
before he decided, if the answer were consonant with pro- 
priety. This was over-ruled. He would first determine 
what it should be. If within any of the rules laid down, 
. it should be heard, — ^not else. 

** if,*' remarked the judge, **the party object to the 
jurisdiction, he shall be heard. 

^ If it be a denial of facts; or that the facts charged 
« do not amount to a contempt, he shall be heard. 

^/ If it be an apology to the court; or an intention to 
^how, that by the constitution and laws of the United 
States, or in virtue of his military commission, he had a 
right to act as charged, the court will hear him.'^ 

Hear what it does contain, and you can then decide if 
. it come under any of the general rules laid down, was re- 
plied and argued at length by his counsel, as the correct 
and proper course. The ears of the court however were 
xlosed against every thing of argument or reason, and 
;. without hearing the defence, the rule was rendered abso- 
. lute, and the attachment sued out 
: The process was made returnable the 31st: and on that 
day the General appeared. Public feeling was excited ; 
and the crowd, on the tiptoe of expectation, were anx- 
iously waiting to know what punishment the judge would 
think due to acts which all agreed had mainly contributed 
to the success 'of our cause. Jackson, previously ap-* 
prized of the popular fervor towards him, and solicitous 
that nothing on his part should be done calculated to give 
it impulse, practised more than usual caution: and now 
when it became necessary to appear in public, to ward 
himself from crimes imputed, he threw oflF his military 
costume, and assuming the garb of a citizen, the better to 
disguise himself, entered alone the hall, where the court 
was sitting. Undiscovered amidst the toncourse which 
was present, he had nearly reached the bar, when, being 
perceived, the room instantly rung with the shouts of a 
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thousand voices. Raising himself on a bench and wsuvifig 
his hand to procui'e silence, a pause ensued. He then 5l# 
dressed himself to the crowd ; told them of the duty due 
to the public authorities; for that any impropriety of theiri 
would be imputed to him, and urged, ii they had any re^ 
gard for him, that they would, on the present occasion^' 
forbear those feelings and expressions of opinion. Si^ 
lence being restored, the Judge rose from his seat, and re- 
marking, that it was impossible, nor safe, to, transact 
business at such a moment, and under such threatening 
circumstances, directed the marshaV to. adjourn the courti' 
The General immediately interfered, and' requested that 
it might not be done. ** There is no danger herei thferej 
shall be nonfr— the same arm that protected from out-' 
rage this city, against the invaderitf of the country, wilf; 
shield and protect this court, or perish in the effort" This 
declaration had the effect to tranquillize the feelings and 
apprehensions of the Judge; and the business of the court: 
was proceeded with. It was now demanded of him to ari^- 
swer nineteen interrogatories, drawn up with much labour,^ 
and in studied form, which were to determine as, to his' 
guilt or innocence. He informed the court he should not 
• be interrogated; that, on a former occasion, he had. pre- 
sented the reasons wh^ich had influented his conduct,:' 
without their producing ajn effect, or being even listened ^ 
to. '* You would not hear my defence, although you were ' 
advised it contained nothing improper, and ample reasons 
why no attachment should be awarded. Under these cit^** 
cumstances, I appear befove you, to receive the sentence' 
of the court, having nothing further in my defence to^ 
offer. • y . ,. 

^ ** Your honour-will not understand me, as intending any; 
^disrespect to the court:'* but as no opportunity has beeij' 
afforded me of explaining the reasons and motives by ' 
which I was influenced, so it is -expected, that censure or 
reproof will constitute no part of that sentence which you 
may imagine it your duty to pronounce.'' 

The Judge proceede'd to a finaV discharge of what he' 
conceived due to the offended majesty of the Istws, an^ " 
lined the General a thousand dollars. ' ' 

The hall in which this businefss was transacted was ' 
greatly crowded, and excitement every Where prevailed. 
No sooner was the judgment of the court pi'onounced, • 
than again were sent forth shouts of the people. He was ' 
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now seized and forcibly hurried from the hall to the 
streets, amidst reiterated cries of huzza foi' Jackson^ from 
the immense concourse that surrounded him. They pre- 
sently met a carriage in which a lady was riding, when, 
politely taking her from it, the General was made, spite ot 
entreaty, to occupy her, place: the horses being removed, 
the carriage was drawn on, and halted at the coffee-house, 
into which he was carried, and thither the crowd follow- 
ed, huzzaing for Jackson, and menacing violently the 
Judge. Having Succeeded in procuring silence, he ad- 
dressed them with great feeling and earnestness; implored, 
them to run into no excesses; that if they had the least 
gratitude for his services, or regard for him personally, 
they could evince it in no way so satisfactorily, as by as- 
aenting, as he most freely did, to the decision which had 
just been pronounced.^ He conceded that the civil was the 
paramount and supreme authority of the land, and that he 
had never pretended to any thing else, or advocated a dif- 
ferent doctrine. He had departed from its rules, because 
they were too feeble for the state of the times. By a ;re- 
Aort to martial law, he had succeeded in defending and 
protecting a country, which, without it, must have been 
lost^ yet under its provisions he had oppressed no one, 
nor extended the declaration to any other purpose than de- 
fence and safety; objects which alone it was intended to 
effect." "I feel," continued he, ** sensible for those 
marks of personal regard which you have evinced towards 
me; and with pleasure remember those high efforts of va- 
lour and patriotism which so essentially contributed to the 
defence of the country. If recent events have shown you 
what fearless valour can effect, it is a no less important 
truth to learn, that submission to the civil authority is the 
first duty of a citizen. In the arduous necessity imposed 
on me, of defending this important and interesting city, 
imperious circumstances compelled me, either to jeopar- 
dize those important intere%^ which were confided to me, 
or to take uppn myself the responsibility of measures 
which have been termed high handed^ but which, I thought 
absolutely, essential for defence. Thus situated, I did not 
hesitate — I could not. I risked all consequences; and you 
have seen me meet the penalty of my aggression, and bow 
with submission to the sentence of the law. Had the pe- 
nalty imposed reached the utmost extent of my ability to 
meet it, I should not have .mujinured or complained ; nor 
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now, when it is ended, would I forbear a sitniiar course 
were the same, necessity and circumstances again to recuf. 
If the offence with which' I am charged had not been com- 
mitted, the laws by which I have been punished would not 
now exist: Sincerely do I rejoice in their maintenance and 
safety, although the first vitldication of their violated su- 
premacy has been evinced in the punishment of myself 
The order and decorum manifested by you, amidst vari- 
ous circumstances of strong excitement, merits my warm- 
est acknowledgments. I pray you, pjwnit that modera- 
tion to continue. If you have any regard for me, yon 
will not do otherwise than yield respect to the justice of 
the country, and to the character of its ministers; thai 
feeling and disposition will, I trust, always characterize 
you; aiid evince on your part, as firm a disposition to 
maintain inviolate and unimpaired the laws of the coun- 
try^ as you have recently shown to defend yourself against 
invasion and threatened outrage." Mr. Davasac, who ha,d 
acted in the capacity of volunteer aid, being requested to 
do so by the General, rose, and' in the French language, 
repeated the substance of the remarks previously deliver^ 
cd by Jackson. He urged zealously the maintenance of 
peace and good order, and thus throughout the crowd 
was produced tranquillity to excited feeling. 

Relieved from this warm display of gratitude tuid re^ 
gard towards him,' for the* exertions he had made in their 
defence, Jackson • retired to his quarters, aftd giving a 
check to his aid-de-camp, sent him to discharge the fin? 
imposed, and to terminate his contest with the civil autho- 
rity. He was greatly consoled at learning, through vari- 
ous respectable channels, that all was tranquil, and that 
against the Judge nothing of indignity or unkindness was 
longer thought of.^ 

So riveted was the impression, that the course pursued 
by the commanding general was correct, and the conduct 
of Judge Hall more the result of*spleen than any thing else, 
that the citizens of New Orleans determined to ward off 
the effect of intended injury, by discharging themselves 
the fine imposed. It was only necessary to be thought ofi 
and it was done. So numerous were the persons, enter- 
taining the same feelings on the subject, that in a short 
time the entire sum was raised by voluntary contribution. 
The General understanding what was in agitation, de- 
spatched his aid-de-camp to seek the marshal, and therebjr 
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EToided the necessity of refusing a favour^ intended to be 
offered, and which he could not accept. Without, however, 
any knowledge of his wishes, or consulting him at all on 
the subject, they proceeded in the arrangement, and by 
subscription, the entire amount in a short' time was raised, 
and deposited to his use in bank, and notice thereof given. 
It was not accepted, though refused in a manner the most 
delicate. In reply, he declared the obligations felt for this 
Renewed evidence of regard; and although he could not 
accept it, yet as it was the, result of the most generous feel- 
ing, he solicited that the amount might be. applied to the 
assistance and relief of those whose relatives, during the 
isiege, had fallen in battle. TKe proposition made was ac- 
ceded to, and the amount subscribed, and which had been 
designed expressly for his relief, was disposed of for the 
beixpfit of the widow and fatherless. 

Those who are disposed to be infoimed further upon 
this subject, and to know, if in declaring martial law he 
acted correctly, or whether, short of the stern and deter- 
mined course adopted, he could have effected the impor^^ 
tant ends which were accomplished; and preserved from 
dishonour, wretchedness and ruin, the country and its in- 
habitants, can refer to the able and eloquent answer, sub- 
mitted to the court, and which was refused to be heard. 
It will be found replete witR reasons calculated to satisfy 
l.he mind that the course he took was required by every 
principle of propriety and necessity.* 

To suspend the writ of habeas corpus, belongs. to con- 
gress, by the constitution. It restricts any interference, 
except in cases of invasion or insurrection. To say that 
it is a^privilege which inust be continued to the citizen 
until discharged by a law? embracing the particular cir- 
cumstances of every case that may arise, is to suppose a 
something- that never can happen. An invasion might be 
made, a thousand miles from the seat of government, op 
in the recess of congress, when no authority, competent to 
its suspension, did exist. The Rgman maxim, inter arma 
iilent leges^ had its origin in the necessities of the repub- 
lic, and tnust occasionally apply to the condition and cir- 
cumstances gf every country. In all governments there 
are moments of danger and distress, when, no matter how 
cautiously protected be the rights of the citizens, those 

• See note F. 
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ris:hts must be disregarded, not for the purpose of being 
destroyed, but that they may be more permanently secured. 
Certainly none but an officer, acting upon an enemy's line^ 
privy to all his intrigues, stratagems, and wiles, can so 
correctly judge 'of the emergency, requiring the exercis© 
of such power. He assumes a weighty responsibility; 
but, with an intelligent world, hazards no more, than to 
be able to show, that threatening danger, and unavoidable 
necessity, required him to act. Cases have occurred 
where the constitution has been violated without reproach* 
A previous appropriation by congress is required, or mo-i 
nies are forbidden to be drawn from the treasury; and yet 
this rule has been disregarded when circumstances made; 
it necessary; and sometimes too, violated even when the 
necessities of the country did not demand it. Few Gene^ 
rals have, in all situations, respected private property s 
when the country afforded provisions, and their armies 
were in want, they have wrested them from the owner* 
Here, it may be said, compensation and atonement caM 
be offered, but none for the violation of personal liberty j 
this, however, is a distinction without a difference, because 
both rights are equally sacred, and abstractedly, the in- 
fringement of one is no less a constitutional violation than 
the other. We would have but little cause to applaud the 
prudence, energy, or good s*ise of a commanding gene-, 
ral, %yho should suffer distress and want in his camp, mu- 
tiny in his army, and ruin to his country, when he possess- 
ed the means of preventing them, yet omitted theic exer- 
cise, because the constitution forbade him to act. Highly 
as we may appreciate the man,^ who, when clothed with 
authority, avoids infringing this sacred shield of our liber-- 
^>S y^U to hesitate, when surrounded by peril and danger, 
would deservedly attach to him the censures of the patrio- 
tic and the good. Whenever individual rights shajl be 
trampled on, and personsl " liberty disregai^dcd and vio- 
lated, merited reproach will pursue him whose* only 
justification may oe, that he ppss'essed the power t.but|' 
when founded^pn necessity,— demanded by the exigency 
of the moment, and obviously resorted to for the pro- 
tection and safety of the country, it will be excused, ap- 
proved, nay, even commended: nor will the act be punish- 
ed, unless some victim to it sHould Chance to sit in judg- 
ment 

Much as has been said of this declaration of martial 
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Jiwr, and greatly as it has been complained of, yet is it dif- 
ficult to conceive what other course for safety couki^ with 
equal effect, have been resorted to. None can seriously 
•entertain a belief, under all the circumstances, that impe- 
-rlous necessity and the situation of the country, did not 
demand the introduction of some similar, if not precisely 
such a measure. Although so much has been said and 
«^ritten of thisumputed aggression on the rights of the 
citizen; and, although it has so often been denounced as a 
high handed act of outrage, yet when the measure itself, 
and all its incidents are fully e:&amined, nothing of oppres- 
sion or injustice can be traced. Jackson alone was the 
•ufferer; he suffered by the fine imposed, and by torrents 
of abuse, which ever since have been lavishly poured upon 
him. A member of the legislature, who had not merely 
attempted, but in fact succeeded in exciting mutiny and 
msubordination in the army, when in the very face of an 
eiiemy, and the arrest of the judge, who, by a too offi- 
cious interference, seemed to stand forth a participant in 
the offence, constitutes the whole of what took place un- 
der the declaration of martial law. Judge Hall was not 
imprisoned; it was simply an arrest During the siege, 
lie had absented himselt from the city, and gone to Baton 
Rouge. He had afforded neither by example or advice, 
any assistance to our cause, while the enemy was present; 
but had retired on the first appearance of danger, nor re- 
turned until it had disappeared. Whether they would re- 
appear, and where, could not be told; and hence, what- 
ever necessity may have induced the declaration, that same 
nfl^cessity imperiously demanded its continuance. On his 
arrest', he 'was merely sent to a distance, and placed at 
liberty under an order containing no other restriction, than 
that he should not approach the city nearer than twelve 
miles. 

Louaillier, on being arrested, was brought before a 
court-martial, of which General Gaines was president, 
charged under the second section of the rules and articles 
of war, as one ** owing allegiance to the United States of 
America, and found lurking as a spy about the encamp- 
ment:" for the reason, however, that the inflammatory and 
mutinous publication which had occasioned his arrest, 
could not be shown to have been conveyed to the enemy, 
he was acquitted — the quo animo being from this circum- 
stance in the proof not sufficiently apparent. That none 
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might be uninformed of the law, the following official Qq^ 
tice had been circulated through the public journals. 

Head (Quarters 7th Military District. 
Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, that in time of war, 
all persons not citizens of, or awing allegiance to the Uni- 
ted States of America, who shall be found lurkine as 
spies in or about the fortifications or encampments of the 
armies of the United States, or any of them, shall suffer 
death, according to the law and usage of nations, by sen- 
tence of a general court-martial. 

The city of New Orleans and its environs being unJer 
martial law, and the several encampments and fortifica-. 
tions within its limits, it is necessary to give publicity to 
the above section for the information of alf concerned* 
By command. 

Robert Butler, Adjutani-'Oencrat 

Conversing with Ggneral Jackson, once, concerning the 
declaration of martial law, he expressed himself after the 
following manner. ^ I very well knew the extent of my 
powers, and that it was far short of that which necessity 
and my situation required. I determined, therefore, to 
venture boldly, and pursue a course correspondent to tlie 
difficulties that pressed upon me. * I had an anxious soli- 
citude to wipe off the stigma cast upon my country by the 
destruction of the capitsd. If New Orleans were taken, 
I well knew that new difficulties would arise, and every 
effort hp made to retain it; and that if regained, blood and 
treasure would be the sacrifice. My determination, there- 
fore, was formed, not to halt at trifles, but to lose the city ' 
only at the boldest sacrifice; and to omit nothing thit 
could assure success. I was well aware that calculating: 
politicians, ignorant of the difficulties that surrounded 
me, would condemn my course ; but this was not material 
What became of me, was of no consequence. If disaster 
did come, I expected not to survive it; but if a successful 
defence could be made, J felt assured that my country, in 
the objects attained, would lose sight of, and forget the 
means that had been employed." 

The war being now ended, it was indispensable to has- 
ten the necessary arrangements to relieve from the toils of 
the field those brave men who had so long been struggling 
in their country's defence. The necessary measures to 
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effect this were adopted. The Tennessee, Kentucky, and 
Mississippi troops had taken their departure. General 
Gaines being invested with the command, in a few days 
General Jackson left New Orleans for Nashville. The 
friendship and good wishes of the people followed him: 
there were a few, however, who rejoiced at his departure; 
but they were those, who, in moments of peril, had stood 
^aloof from danger, or sought to increase it; and who, in 
the censures to be cast upon him, expected to palliate 
their. own misdeeds* They had no unpleasant sensations 
at being relieved from the presence of one who, they be- 
lieved was fully acquainted with the abandoned course they 
had pursued : but the g^at body of the citizens, mindful of ^ 
his vigilance, and of the weighty privations he had en- 
countered for their safety and protection, fondly cherished 
a recollection of what he had done, and felt every, grati- 
tude towards him. Previously to breaking up his encamp- 
ment, he addressed his army, and declared the high sense 
he entertained pt those valiant men, who, with him had 
toiled in the field, and who, by perseverance and fidelity, 
had obtained safety for their country, and distinguished 
honour for themselves.* 

On his return, the reject of all was manifested in his 
behalf:— all evinced a partiality for the man whose signil 
achievements had raised his country to a high and digni- 
fied stranding, and whoise unremitting exertions had closed 
the war with a lustre that enlightened even the cloud of 
its commencement. He carried with him a conscious- 
ness of having discharged his duty ; and although, from 
necessity, he had been compelled to the exercise of a rigid 
severity, which he would gladly have avoided, yet now, 
when feeling was lulled, and danger past, he beheld no- 
thing to excite regret or convince him he was wrong. 
If, however, he could before have doubted, this general 
manifestation of public regard was sufficient to quiet his 
apprehensions. The citizens of the United States were 
yet too virtuous, merely because of his battle achieve- 
ments, to' bestow such unqualified approbation, could they 
have believed, that, when invested with power, he had 
wantonly trampled on the rights of individuals, and out- 
raged the sacred principles of the constitution: and yet 
this approval of his conduct was evinced not onlv bv the 

• See note G; 
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citizens of the country where he passed, hut by confres% 
and the legislatures of different states— all bore testimonf 
to the propriety of his measures,. by the commendations 
and approvals which were bestowed. . « 

The annunciation of the triumphant defence of New 
Orleans, was, in every section of die country, hailed wi^ 
acclamation; in all our cities and principal towns, illumir 
nations and fetes followed; and in all was it agreed, thiit 
by none other, than the decided course adopted by Jackson^ 
could so auspicious a result have been attained. The 
legislatures of many of the states, voted their approbation 
and thanks for what he had done. The congress oi the 
United States did the same, and directed a gold medal to 
be presented to him, commemorative of the event. Ad* 
dresses from numerous societies and meetings of the people 
were forwarded, expressive of their great regard, and 
proclaiming him the deliverer and second saviour of the 
country. 

A tedious journey of eight hundred miles brought \u«k 
to Nashville, where he. was gratified with a furtiier evi- 
dence of a people's regard. An- immense concourse was 
collected, to greet his return, and welcome his arrival* 
They had long knoym him as among the number of their 
best and most respectable citizens; but curiosity had a new 
incentive: until now, they had hot beheld him as one, who, 
to protect his country, knew no difficulty too great to -be 
encountered — who, by his.iirmness and unconquerable, 
perseverance, amidst surrounding dangers, had shielded 
and saved her from foreign and intestine foes. An address, 
previously prepared, and delivered at the couK-room,.iB 
behalf of the citizens,, welcomed his retura^ Relieved 
from this further display of public confidence, the more, 
grateful, because proceeding from those who were his 
acquaintances, neighbours,- and friends, he retired home,, 
to repair a broken constitution, and to enjoy that repose, 
to which, for eighteen months, he had been a stranger. 

In the person of General Jackson is perceived nothing 
of the robust or elegant He is six feet and an inch high, 
remarkably straight and spare, and weighs not more than 
a hundred forty-five pounds. His conformation appears 
to disqualify him for hardship; yet, accustomed to it from 
early life, few are' capable of enduring fatigue to the same 
extent, or with less injury. His dark blue eyes, with 
brows arched and slightly projecting, possess a marked 
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expression; but when, from any cause, excited, they spar- 
kle with peculiar lustre and penetration. In his manners 
he is pleasing'— in his address commanding; while his 
countenance, marked with firmness and decision, beams 
with a strength and intelligence that strikes at first sight 

, In his deportment, there is nothing repulsive. Easy, affa- 
ble, and familiar, he is open and accessible to all. Influ- 
enced by the belief, that merit should constitute the only 
difference in men, his attention is equally bestowed on 
honest poverty as t)n titled consequence. No man, how- 
4gver inconsiderable his standing, evtr approached hira on 
business, that he did not patiently listen to his story, and 
Idford him. all the information in his power. His moral 
character is without reproach, and by those who know 

^ him most intimately, he is most esteemed.- With him be- 
nevolence is a prominent virtue. He was never known to 
pass distress without seeking to assist and to relieve it. • 

It is imputed to him, that he derives from his birth a 
tcrmper irritable and hasty, which has had the effect to 
create enemies, and involve him in disputes. In a world 
like this, exemption from fault is not to be expected; to a 
higher destiny is perfection resei*ved! For purposes' wiser 
than man can conjecture, has it been ordained, that vice 
and virtue shall exist together in the human breast, tending 
like the happy blending of light and shade in a picture, to 
reflect each other in brighter contrast. Some of the 
foibles and imperfections therefore, which heaven mingles 
in the composition of man, are to be looked for, and must 
be found with every one. In Jackson, however, those 
defects of character, exist to.an extent limited as with most 
men;, and the world is in error in presuming him under a 
too high control of feeling and passion. A fixed devotion 
to those principles which honour sanctions, peculiarly 
attaches^to him, and renders him scrupulously attentive to 
his promises and engagements of every description. Pre- 
serving system in his transactions, his fiscal arrangements 
are made to correspond with liis resources, and hence his 
every engagement in relation to such subjects, is met with 
marked punctuality, not for the reason that he is a man of 
extraordinary wealth, but rather, because he has method, 
and with a view to his resources, regulates properly his 

halanot of treuk. ... ' 

No man has been more misconceived in character. 
Many on becoming acouainted with him have been heard 

z2 
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to admit the previous opinions which they had entertained^- 
and to admit how great had been their mistake. Rough 
in appearance— ^positive and overbearing in his manner^ 
are what all upon a first introduction expect to find; anci 
yet none are possessed of milder manners, or of more conr 
ciliating address. The public situations in which he has 
been placed, and the circumstances which surrounded him, . 
are doubtless the cause that those opinions have become 
so prevalent; but they are opinions which an acquaintance 
with him tends speedily to remove. The difficulties and 
embarrassments under which belaboured at New Orleans, 
were such as might well have perplexed, and thrown the 
mind aside from every thing otmildness. Arms and am- 
munition were wanted; the country was in an unprepared, 
and defenceless situation: whatever could be done was to 
be decided on promptly, and executed speedily. , Mutiny, . 
through designing men was introduced, and disaffection 
stalked about Night or day there was no respite from ■ 
duties of the most important and responsible kind; and 
yet, under all these circumstances, embarrassing as they, 
were, the evidence of temper and impropriety charged by 
his enemies, to use their own language, is, that he turned 
the legislature out of doors, and arrested and detained one 
of its members, with the judge who interposed for hi& 
relief.* 

If it be true, that his principles and sentiments on some 
subjects, be at variance with those practised upon, and 
deemed correct by others, it is the effect of education, and 
of early impi*essions upon his mind, by which a particular, 
bent has been produced. Speaking once of his mothert, 
he observed, ^ one of the last injunctions given me by her, 
was never to institute a suit for assault and battery, or for 
defamation; never to wound the feelings of . others, nor 
suffer my own to be outraged; these were her words of 
^admonition to me; I remember them well, and have never 
failed to respect them; my settled course through life has 
been, to bear them in mind, and never to insult or wantonly 
to assail the feelings of any one; said yet many cpnceive 
me to be a most ferocious animal, insensible to moral duty, 
and regardless of the laws both of God and man." 

Controlled by a rule so golden, as always to respect the 

* See the circumstances of this transactioQ and refutation of the 
charge, at page 210. 
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fe^Hngs of others, mankind would doubtless seldom err; 
and seldom would disputes and differences in society arise. 
It is a misfortune, however, incident to the very nature of 
man, occasionally to be under the influence of excitement; 
and then error of conclusion may be the consequence. 
Wise is the man, peculiarly blest, and greatly to be envied^ 
who, in every situation, before he acts, can deliberately 
think, and correctly determine. It was this received im- 
pression respecting General Jackson, which, on his entering 
the army, induced many to fear he would prove too rash 
for a safe commander that occasions might arise, when 
he .would suffer his judgment to be estranged, through an 
improper exercise of teeling. Events early proved the 
fallacy of the conjecture, and showed that there were none 
who reasoned more dispassionately^ on the fitness and pro- 
priety of measures,-— -none more cautious where caution 
was necessary, or more adventurous, when daring efforts 
were required* Few Generals had ever to seek for order, 
amidst a higher state of confusion, or obtained success 
tlu*ough'more pressing difficulties. The effects he pro- 
duced, under circumstances gloomy and inauspicious — 
now* through his eloquence and persuasion, and again by 
his firmness, portrays a character for decision, and a mind - 
intimate and lamiliaif with human nature. That the hire- 
ling soldier, prodigal of life, because his sovereign orders 
it, should entertain respect for his commander, is too com- 
monly the case to excite surprise: of such materials, Gen- 
eral Jackson's army was not composed; they were freemen, 
—-citizens; yet, with the exception of those who abandoned 
hmi in his first advance against the Indians, there was 
scarcely one in his ranks, officei^ or soldier, that was not 
particularly and warmly attached to him; ready to serve 
hini under any and alt circumstances. ^ The best evidence 
of private worth, is to be derived from those who know 
us most intimately, — ^from our acquaintances and neigh- 
bours, those who see and know us, stripped of that conceal- 
ment which surrounds character when surveyed at a dis- 
tance* Tested by this rule, General Jackson stands well, 
for by those who know him most intimately he is most 
esteemed. 

Light and trifling pleasantries often mark character as 
distinctly 9& things of consequence. General Jackson one 
day during the siege of New Orleans, was approached by 
a subordinate officer of the militia, who stated his desire 
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to leave the service, and return home; for that he was made 
game of^ and was called by the company Pewter Foot He 
manifested great concern, and an anxious desire to be re> 
lieved from his unpleasant situation. The General, with 
much apparent sympathy for him, replied, that he had as- 
certained there was a practice in the camp of giving nick- 
names: and had understood that very many had dared to 
call him Old Hickory: now, said he, if you prefer mine, I 
am willing to exchange; if not, remain contented, and 
perform your duty faithfully, and as soon as we can get 
clear of those troublesome British,' our wrongs shall ba 
inquired into, and the authors punished : for then, and oot 
till then, shall we have an end of those insults. The 
effect was happy, and induced the complaining officer to 
retire, perfectly satisfied toJpam,thathis grievance would 
be united with the General's, and both presently effectually 
be redressed. . - 

General Jackson possesses aitibition, but it rests on vir- 
tue; an ambition, which, regulated- by a high sense of 
honourable feeling, leads him to desire ^'that applause 
which follows good action&---iiot that which is run after-'* 
No man is more ready to hear and to respect the* opinion* 
of others; and none where miuch is at stake, and at can- 
ffict with his own, less disposed t<5 be under their influ- 
ence. He has never been known to call a council of w-w> 
whose decisions, when made, should shield him from re- 
sponsibility or censure. His council of war, if doubting 
himself, was a few officers, itf whom he fully confided, 
whose advice was regarded, if their reasons were conclur , 
sive; but these not being satisfactory, he at once adopted 
and pursued the course suggested by his own mind. \ 

Much as we may delight to range through the field of 
battle, in quest of acts, to fix a hero's character, yet in- 
considerable circumstances oftentimes mark it more dis- 
tinctly ; it is then that the mind, retiring from every thing 
like motive, gives a loose to impulse, and acts from feel- 
ing. The General, who meets and repels his country'* 
foes, is not unfrequently impelled by ambition, and the; 
recollection that a nation*s gratitude may succeed b«* 
efforts: but when, amidst the battle's carnage, he is seen 
acting as a christian, and sympathizing in others' woes, 
his character is marked by virtue, and more truly enno* 
bled. At Tohopeka, an infant was found, pressed to thej 
bosom of its lifeless mother. This circumstance bei»g 
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jrfMftmimcated to General Jackson, he became interested 
fS^r the child, directed it to be brought to him, and sought 
to prevail on some of the Indian women to take care of 
and rear it. > Thef signified their unwillingness to do so, 
statmg that, inasmuch as all its reladons had fallen in 
battle^ they thought it best, and would prefer, it should be 
killed. The General, after this disclosure, determined he 
wcmid not entrust it with them, but would become himself 
the protector and guardian of the child. Bestowing on 
the infant the name of Lincoier, he adopted it into his 
&mily, and has ever since manifested the liveliest zeal to- 
wards it, prompted by benevolence, and becau^, perhaps, 
it^ fate hwt a strong resemblance to his own, who, in early 
Iffe, and. from the ravages of war, was left in the world, 
forlorn and wretched, without friends to assist, or near re* 
hitions to direct him on his course. . 

Of the two great parties, which have distracted our 
country, G^ieral Jackson is attached to the republican. 
hi his first political career, he rallied on the side of the 
people. During Mr. Adams' administration, when the 
party was few and inccmsiderable, he appeared on the 
•side of the rights of man, espousing and advocating the 
pfrktciples of tolerance and free will; until disgusted with 
the tnode of administering the government, he retired 
fi^m the legislative councils of .the.nation. He is not, 
hcfweyer, one of ^those blind infatuated partizans, who 
holds the opinion of others in derision, and determines 
oh the good or bad qualities of a man, according as he 
belongs to this or the other political sect; but influenced 
by higher and nobler sentiments, acts on the liberal princi- 
ple, that 

« Honour and shame from no condition rise* 
'Act well your part, there all the honour lies — 
Worth makes the roan, and want of it the fellow.** 

' Coald such sentiments be generally diffused, of what 
importance would they not prove to our country I We are 
aware of the opinion entertained by many wise politicians, 
that parties, by acting as spies on, arid correctors of, each 
other^s conduct, more effectually ensure a nation's safety. 
Such an idea may answer in a country where individuals^ 
rights are merged in the exaltation of a few, and where the 
contest is for the loaves and fishes, and not in relation to 
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honest differenceis of opinion; but in ours, whose gov^ei^ 
ment is derived from the people, and where law is, or 
should be, the paramount rule, sq long as we may continue 
virtuous and intelligent, and duly appreciate our rights, V4> 
such auxiliary can be essential, either for happiness c^r 
tranquillity. Already have we witnessed innumerable 
evils to spring from the acerbity and intemperance of par- 
ty: but tor the hopes and expectations of a designing 
power, which through our dissensions and domestic broils, 
believed she would be able seriously to affect us, we might 
have remained' at peace, and preserved the lives of ma^y 
a valuable citizen. 

That there should be a contrariety of opinion among 
us, is certainly nothing remarkable: it is only in govern- 
ments absolutely despotic, that the oppressed and trem- 
bling subject imbibes the sentiments of the sovereign an^ 
his ministers, and appears to think with them, for the 
reason that he dare not assert his own opinions. Our con- 
stitution, on this subject, bars every check, and leaves our 
conduct, words, and actions, free; yet, were our prudence 
consulted and regarded, it would long since have told u^ 
that party rancour was carried too far, for our own, aii4 
the honour of our country. We are far, however, from 
assenting to what is often urged, that it is a circumstance 
whence foreign powers will be ever ablq to derive an ad^ 
vantage, by which materially to endanger our rights. 
Although we may diifer, as to the best mode of admini^ 
tering the government, a circumstance which happens to 
all countries in proportion as ^liberty is enjoyed; and al«> 
though, as has been the case, party may be pressed beyofi^ 
the bounds where reason or prudence should give sanction, 
yet against the invaders of our rights^ our union will prove 
strong, and all parties be the same. Should the period 
ever arrive, when our nation shall be vitally assailed, it 
will be perceived that all advantages calculated to arise 
from our jarrings are delusive; that then there will be but 
one party, all rallied in defence of a country believed by 
them to be the freest and happiest in. the world, resolve^ 
to swim or sink together. ..It is very true, that the history 
of the late war presents some melancholy facts, at variance 
with this opinion^ but such has been the odium and just 
indignation of the country towards its actors, that any 
future recurrence of such acts should not be anticipated. 
Involved in war, every citizen of the country is bound in 
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Ibme form or other, to yield assistance, and steadily to 
maintun it; and that man, or combination of men, who, 
Id such a time of peril, shall stand opposed to the consti- 
tuted authorities, m any other manner than the constitu- 
tion authorizes, should be considered the enemy, or at 
least, not the friend of tlie country. 

The proclamations disseminated by Great Britain dur- 
ing the war, to the people of the United States, were an 
insult to our understandings, and a reflection on her own. 
Thi^ divisions she saw prevailing among us, were, no. doubt, 
^he inducement. If ever there was a time, when she« 
could have even partially effected the disorganization she 
so- industriously endeavoured to foment, and reached us 
through our differences, it was before she had, by an unu- 
sual, unpractised system of warfare, destroyed all confi- 
ilence,'and excited bur just indignation against her; and 
before she had aided to subvert the liberty of France, 
land plunge her in a state of absolute vassalage.' When 
^ch'an example, with all. its wretched and fatal conse- 
quences, is held up to View, well should a warning voice 
teach nations to spurn every external interference, how- 
ever plausibly it may be offered. 

■ The -principled of our government are at opposition 
with vvar — ^those of her citizens no less so. If, amidst the 
general confusion of the world, we were forced into a 
struggle, let it be remembered, it was for the preservation 
of our rights, and to resist aggressions which had become 
•do numerous and grievous to be longer borne. Wit?h na- 
^Tis, as with individuals, a submission to insult serves 
^t to authorize a repetition; and forbearance under inju- 
i4es is frequently construed into an inability to redress 
thenu We boast not of any thing acquired by our con- 
test. Conquest and power were not the inducements to 
its commencement: what was sought, has been attained. 
We have evinced a determination not to submit to repeat- 
ed wrongs, and secured from other nations that respect 
which our peaceful habits had forfeited. We have brought 
Aiore closely into view our strength, and our resources; 
and shown our enemies, that however we may be solici- 
tous for peace, and 'opposed to war, there is a point where 
even patience ceases to be a virtue, and where it may 
become exhausted. But, above all, our contest has had 
the effect of drawing closer the cords of our union, quiet- 
ing party opposition, and allaying discontents. In future, 



d76 



LIFE OF GENEBAL JACKSOK. 



V therefore, when vauntingly told we have gained nothing 
by the war, laying aside all minor considerations, we will 
point to our union, which it has more strongly and indis- 
solubly cemented, as a matter of greater importance than . 
any thing that has happened, since the ali^glorious hour 
when our Independence was declared: — ^wc will point to 
the deeds performed by our naval and military chieftains. 

<< They have toiled, and in their country's cause. 

Bled nobly; and their deeds as they deserve 

Receive proud recompense. We give in charge, 

Thdr names, to the sweet lyre. The^Ustoric muse. 

Proud of her treasure, marches with it down I 

To latest times; and sculpture in her turn 

C^ves bond, in stone, and ever during brass, 

To guard them, and immortalize her trust.'* 
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SEMINOLE WAR. 

At the close of the war,' General Jackson's desire was 
to retire from the army, that he might retrieve a cotistitu-» 
tion impaired by the arduous service in which he had so 
constantly been engaged. The disasters of the conflict, 
through which the country had passed, revived a recollec- 
tion oi that wholesome ancient rule, that to avoid war, a 
nation should be prepared for it. At its commencement, 
our frontier and coast exhibited an almost guardless front, 
without protection, either to the commerc<i. of the coun- 
try, or to the country itself. With a view to better secu- 
rity, and to place in proper attitudes, the essential defen- 
ces, that might be considered material, Mr. Madison 
expressed a desire that General Jackson would yet con- 
tinue in the army; he consented reluctantly to do so, deter- 
mining, the interest of the country considered, to avail 
himself of the earliest opportunity to leave the service, 
and again retire into private life. 

fn March 1817, Mr. Monroe, between whom and Ge- 
neral Jackson, strong friendship existed, and who recent- 
ly were more closely cemented, from the circumstance 
that they had acted together during the arduous struggle 
which had just passed, became chief magistrate of the 
United States. He was desirous, and expressed to the 
General a wish that he should become a member of his 
cabinet, and at large, solicited his opinion as to the per- 
sons who should compose it. The advice ask^d was freely 
given, but the proffered situation to the cabinet declined. 
Their correspondence on the subject, altogethei* private 
and confident, for particular reasons already known, was 
' ^ A a 
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drawn before the public in 1824. It proved not only cuHf 
0U89 ^u^ interesting, as well in reference to men as mea- 
sures; Mr. Monroe insisting, that a portion of i^e fede- 
ralists in the early history of the country, were monarchical 
in their precepts, and General Jackson maintaining that 
those of them who had stepped forth during the war, to 
maintain the country by their acts,* or to fight her battles, 
deserved to be considered in the light of friends and 
patriots; but that those fireside patriots, who brawled in 
favour of liberty, without ever making an effort to sustain 
heY cause, no matter by what name they were called, de- 
served to be distrusted. Subsequent to this, the appoint- 
ment of minister to Mexico, was with the unanimous 
consent of the senate, tendered to Jackson; tliis he also 
declined, for the reason stated by himself, that he would not 
by his presence at the court of the Emperor Iturbide, con- 
tribute to the countenance and support of one, whom he 
looked to as the usurper of his country's rights and liberty. 

Activ^y engaged during this period, in general superinr 
tendence of the frontiers— in selecting suitable positions 
for defence, and negotiating, under ordere of the govern- 
ment, arrangements and treaties with different Indian 
tribes, for the general purpose of security and safety, he 
was again in the winter of 1817, called upon for active 
enterprise, and again required to take the field. 

The termination of the Creek war, a contest in which 
that nation had been greatly divided, found many of the 
hostile party, who though subdued and conquered, were 
yet unwilling to abide the provisions of the treaty con- 
cluded at Fort Jackson, in August, 1814. Repugnant 
to its stipulations, and to its provisions, to which they 
were not parties, they had betaken themselves into the 
territory of Spain, (Florida) where with the Seminole 
tribe, they remained without the limits of their own nation, 
and the jurisdiction of the United States, harmless, though 
dissatisfied, and anxiously disposed to mischief and war. 
Secret and sudden inroads upon our frontier, and occasion- 
ally, the murdiering of an inhabitant along the southern 
line of Georgia, were practised, until, from a want of no- 
tice and adequate opposition, bolder confidence in them- 
selves, and in their prowess, was inspired. 

At length. General . Jackson was directed to take die 
field, and an order from the department of war, contain- 
ing full, ample and general powers, was issued. In it tvas 
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no restrictibiiy no limitation ; he was commanded to ad- 
▼SQCe. against, and punish the^nemy, for the wanton, un- 
proToked ofiences they had practised; and to bring the 
•war to a speedy termination. The cruelties of these In- 
dians were of marked and vengeful character: beneath 
their murderous property, women, and even children, 
bad fallm, after the jnost savage and brutal manner. The 
provincial aiithorities of Spi^ had not interposed to pre- 
vent^ or restrain their cruelties, but within the limits of 
Florida, uninterruptedly, had suffered English tiaders, 
BOW, as formerly, to -minister to their propensities, and 
to excite them to rapine and murder. 
. During the war, a number of negroes, fugitives from 
the southern states, had taken refuge in Florida; and at its 
termination, through the aid of Nicholls and Woodbine, 
were left in possession of a strong and well supplied fort 
on the. Apadachacoia river. The discontent and resent- 
ment of the Indians had. been aroused through Lnforma- 
tiosi pressed upon them, by these, and other British agents, 
that m the concluded treaty of peace between the United 
States and Great Britain, stipulations were contained for 
a surrender of their lands, as they had remained anterior 
to the war. The fort thus established by these emissa- 
ries, had, in 18 16, by an American vessel, been destroyed, 
and the negroes dispersed, who there had been protected 
and supplied; but the discontent seen among the savages, 
was yet kept alive, which in the end resulted in open rup» 
ture. Arbuthnot and Ambrister, two subjects of Great 
Britain, were the exciters and instigators of the distur- 
liances that arose. Either from inclination to encourage, 
or inability to prevent them, the Spanish authorities in 
Florida gave no attention to the excitement produced 
within the province, by the subjects of another power; 
and. open assault, in its most angry forms, was presently 
the consequence of that inattention. Emboldened by 
persuasions extended, and trusting to the security afford- 
ed, under cover of a neutral territory, they ventured upon 
the execution of their murderous and daring deeds. In 
addition to numerous outrages which, had. been practised, 
a public boat ascending the Apalachacola river, was as* 
sailed, and its crew inhumanly butchered. Seven women 
who were along, shared the fate of their massacred hus* 
bands, brothers and friends: even the little children on 
board found nothing of pity or mercy; but taken by the 
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heels, were beaten and bruised to death against the «des 
of the captured boat. To the penpetrators of such deeds 
, of outrage and horror, what was there of mercy due? btit 
little, certainly, and less indeed to any civilized man, who 
had excited them to so foul a perpetration. Forbearance^ 
kindly offerings, and entreaty ||r their pacification, had 
by the gfovemment been resorted to. in vain: trusting to 
the fancied security afforded from their posi^on in a neu- 
tral territory, they readily believed all inroads and outrages 
on oi^r borders would find protection, under the ideal line, 
separating the territory of Spain from the United States. 

An additional circumstance to- inspirit them in the be- 
lief they 'entertained, was, what already their own obser- 
vation had disclosed, that General Gaines had not ventured • 
beyond the line separating Florida from the United States: 
that, although an imaginary boundary was looked to now, 
as affording in {heir favour protection and safety, while 
beyond it, at pleasure, their own inroads and incursions, 
might uninterruptedly be prosecuited. With entertained 
impi^ssions like these, it was idle to expect any benefit to 
result from the operations of our army. So General 
Gaines considered, and so he found it to be. Acting un- 
der orders, which ftom courtesy to the authorities of- 
'Spain, forbade him to pass beyond the limits of his own 
country, he could but fold his arms, and hear of ag- 
gressions and mur.ders, which in consequence of his limit- 
ed and restricted powers, were beyon^ his ability to con- 
trol and punish. Of all this the government was apprized ; 
forbearance had abided long enough, and justice, and 
even mercy, forbade its further indulgent exercise. 

At this moment, and under these circumstances, the 
known decision and efficiency of Jackson was looked to, 
and he was forthwith commanded to the field. Whether 
the restriction imposed on General Gstines to forbear an 
advance beyond the limits of the Spanish territory, was 
found inutile, or that the discretion of Jackson, under all 
the apprehended circumstances of responsibility and dif- 
ficulty, was conceived essentially to be relied onj does not 
appear material to, inquiry: at any rate, the limited and 
restricted orders issued to the one, constituted no part of 
the command directed to the other. Jackson, with a 
seeming carte blanche from the department of war, was 
required to proceed against the Seminole tribe of Indians 
—^punish them for the .wrongs they had committed, and 
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bring the war to a speedy termination* Authority was at 
the same time extended, to call out such portions of the 
militia as might be considered necessary to the contem- 
plated objects of the campaign. 

The promptitude with which demands upon the patriot- 
ism of the state of Tennessee had been met, induced a 
belief that the objectionable and tardy process by draft, 
need not be resorted to : accordingly, with consent of the 
governor, an appeal was made to the citizens, and volun- 
teers solicited to appear. A general order was issued, 
and directly the required number came forth, when ar- 
ranging and api>ointing their officers, they were presently 
in a situation to march to whatever point they might be 
ordered. Solicitous to have every thing ready for imme- 
diate operation,. the General in advance, hastened to the' 
southern borders of Georgia, leaving the troops thus col- 
lected, to be moved rapidly to Fort Hawkins, by Colonel * 
Hayne, the inspector general. Owing to the scarcity of 
provisions and forage along the intended route, a circui- 
tous course became necessary, which delayed greatly their 
* arrival. Solicitous not to waste time unnecessarily, the 
General, with the remnant of regular troops, commanded 
by Colonel King, and nine hundred Georgia militia, de- 
termined to advance upon the enemy, and endeavour 
speedily to conclude the war. Supplies were scarce, and 
•with difficulty to be had; he was, however, one of those 
generals, who, for a course like this, never yet had stayed 
active operations. The Swamps^ and wilds of Florida were 
before him, and little of subsistence was to be procured 
from the wandering, plundering savages that were there. 
Taking such partial subsistence as the post at Fort Scott 
afforded, consisting of only three days' rations of meat, 
and a quart of Indian corn to each soldier, the 9th of 
March he took up the line of advance, on a calculation, 
that by pressing .through Florida, he might fall in with ^ 
those provisions, which the quarter master, Colonel Gib- 
son, had assured him, would, on the 12th of February, 
depart from New Orleans. With this very limited and 
scanty allowance, the army proceeded, and subsisted until 
the 13th, when a provision boat being met with, afforded 
partial relief.— "In my march from Fort Early to Fort 
Scott," remarked the General, «I subsisted my troops on 
ero'und peas, com, and some pork, that I could occasion- 
ally procure of the Indians, with some that I had on foot: 

A a 2 
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the whole subsistence for nian and horse, not costing five 
hundred dollars." 

On his line of inarch, he was united with by some ot 
the Creek waV'riors, under General M*Intosh, and a de- 
tachment of the Tennessee troops, commanded by Colo-r 
nel Elliot; and on the same day, (1st of April,) attacked^ 
one of their principal towns, MickasUckee, where, under 
. cover of a deep and impenetrable morass, were embodied 
a considerable party of the enemy. A spirited resistance 
with our advanced guards, was for some time kept up, byt^ 
coming presently in contact with the main army, the In- 
dians precipitately gave way, and betook themselves for 
safety to the morass, where pursuit was impracticable* , 
Thus, their only embodied force met with, being,encoun- 
tered and dispersed, apd the town destroyed, the army ad- 
vanced upon St. Marks, whither* as was understood, the 
enemy had retreated, and whence also it was understood, 
munitions of war, and supplies by the enemy, had re- 
peatedly been obtained. 

Here were found evidences of that murderous spirit, 
which had impelled forward those ignorant and misguided 
wretches: — Proceeding under their own savage impulses, 
and encouraged by the persuasibns of those, who being 
civilized and better informed, should have proven much 
more merciful counsellors, they ventured on acts open and/ 
violent, inconsiderate and cruel. In the village thus des- 
troyed, were fouhd the freshly torn off scalps of our mur- 
dered citizens, placed for the purpose of being dried on- a 
red pole, the symbolic type of war : more^ tlian three hun- 
dred scalps, the bloody badges of triumph and victory, 
and savage distinction, were aseei-tained at different pla- 
ces in the nation, of all sizes and ages,. the proud trophies 
of a caiuselessly waged x:on test, excited by the more civi- 
lized, and persevered in from a confidence reposed, that 
their positions in a neutral territory, would give protec- - 
tion. and safety. It was thus the Indians had been encojii- 
- raged, and lured along, and their angry feelings kept alive, 
without regard, from their ilastigators, to the consequen- . 
ces that might ensue : our forbearance served but to pro- . 
duce greater confidence to them, their abettors and advi- 
sers. Dispersed and routed at Mickasuckee, they fleil 
mto the swamps, and towards tb^«^panish parts of St 
Marks and Pensacola, and thither they w^re immediately 
pursued. 
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It was idle to expect, after the languag^e of the order 
issued, that a speedy termination could be given to the 
war, if when driven from their fastnesses, and strong posji- 
tions in the wilderness of Florida, the Indians could !md a 
safe retreat under the guns of a Spanish fortress, and 
thereby confidence be produced, and the means of recom- 
mending active operations afforded. The presence of an 
army, under such circumstances, might partially operate 
on the fears of such an enemy, but by no means could have 
a tendency to subdue them. Influenced by these consi- 
derations) the determination was takeii to move in "fresh 
pursuit," and to treat as hostile those places which should 
succour their retreat, and those too where it could be as- 
certained, means of prosecuting the war had been afford- 
ed. A communication was forwarded by General Jackson 
to the commandant of the Spanish post of St Marks, dis- 
closing fully the inducement which had prompted hinv to 
the course he was about to take. Rathe^ than harass and wear 
down his army in pursuing the enemy through the swamps 
and forests of Florida, it seemed preferable to strike at 
once at those strong holds, oh which he well knew their 
"eliance' mlist be, and would be, for buoyancy' to their 
hopes^ and for obtaining the means necessary to a prose- 
cution of their designs. Understanding,. on a near ap- 
proach to St. Marks, that the Indians and fugitive 
negroes had demanded of the commandant (Luengo) a 
surrender of the fort, Jackson brought to his considera- 
tion the wrongs and injuries they had practised towards 
the United States, — ^their lawless and wanton course, and 
the great number of scalps he had ascertained, in the 
towns through whic'h he had passed. **I have," Said he, 
** discovered in the council houses of Kenhagee, [king of 
the nation] more than fifty fresh scalps, suspended on a pole, 
of all ages, from the innint to the aged matron; in addi- 
tion to these, upwards of three hundred scalps were found 
in the dwellings of the different chiefs, settled on the 
Mickasuckee pond. I am also informed, that the hostile' 
Indian^ and negroes obtained their supplies of ammuni- 
tion from 3t. Marks. ^ 

The commandant, however, was at the same time told, 
that in the approach thus ipade to his fort, it was not in 
character of an enemy to Spain; but as a friend, to protect 
Florida in maintaining that neutrality, which, from posi- 
tion and inability she pould not of herself secure: that 
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ever) .hing should be taken in inventory^ and accounted 
for fully ; but that a surrender of the post must be made, 
inasmuch, as without it, peace and security could not be 
attained. The fort was surrendered, and« garrisoned by 
our troops. Facts here ascertained, present the conduct 
of the commandant of St Marks, 4n a point of view highly 
exceptionable. Here the Indians. had been received kind* 
ly, and protection afforded them: it was a mart for many 
of their plundered goods: indeed, a contract was shown 
to have been made, for supplying a certain quantity of 
cattle, which it was understood at the time, were to be 
procured from the confines of Georgia, and which, being 
actually thence clandestinely obtained, were subsequently 
delivered at the post. Arms and ammunition had there 
been furnished; while there too, some of the clothing of 
those who had perished in the assault and massacre of 
lieutenant Scott and his party^ were discovered to have 
been sold. This course and policy of the Spaniards, had 
proceeded, as they alleged, from apprehension and fears 
of the Indians, and the feeble condition of the garrison. 
General Jackson, apart from any intention to war against 
the Spanish authorities of Florida, urged in justification 
of his course, that their admitted inability and weakness 
was the entire cause of his proceeding— to deprive the 
mutual enemy of the United States and Spain of the 
means of conveyance ;• and that every thing should be again 
surrendered when a force adequate to defence, and the 
maintenance of authority, should appear. 

The army proceeded from this point, east to Suwannee 
river, about eighty miles, dispersing and intimidating the 
eneri\y: it thence returned, and by the way of Fort Gads- j 
den, advanced upon Pensacola, distant from St Marks jj 
nearly two hundred miles to the west, where it was un- 
derstood protection and safety was also afforded the In- 
diagsis. That they had here been favourably received, was 
clearly ascertained, >yhile from the position and strength 
of the place, the same extenuating causes which had been 
urged by the commandant of St. Marks, could not be ad- 
mitted : the conclusion therefore was more readily arrived 
at, that t?his proffered extenuation was mere pretence, and 
that a disposition to aid, rather than an inability to de- 
fend, was in fact the moving, governing consideration. ^ 
From<his place protection had been given. The passing 
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of our proTision vessels, through the waters of Florida, 
coming in aid of the army, had been objected to, while an 
aiigry menace from the governor, warning against the ad? 
vance of the American troops within his jurisdiction, and 
threatening to oppose forcfe with force, had been very for- 
mally presented. Pursuing his original design, derived 
through the order under which he acted, of putting a speedy 
termination to the war, and convinced, that while the im- 
portant posts of St Marks and Pensacola were retained, 
subject to Spanish authority, such a result was not to be 
effected, General Jackson, from considerations of prudence 
and safety,' determined to occupy both positions, that by 
cutting off those subsidiary and relief points, the chances 
of assistance and encouragement to the Indians, might be 
effectually removed. , 

The peaCeaWe surrender of Fort Barancas was denied^ 
and measures taken to resist the approach of our army, by 
Masat, who at that time was governor of Pensacola. The 
neutrality of the place had been heretofore, in 1814, dis- 
regarded by the British, when Jackson, on his own respon- 
sibility, advanced against, and reduced it: his character 
for decision and energy was still recollected in Florida. 
The governor, of course, could not be a stranger to the 
determined. enterprise of him who was once more ap- 
proaching his capital Intimidated by appearances, he left 
the town, and sought protection and defence within the 
fort Our troops, on the 25th of May, being placed be- 
fore it, a summons to surrender issued: it was refused. 
Preparations were now made on both sides, the one to 
defend, and the other to press forward. Defences were 
thrown up; scaling ladders prepared to advance over 
the wall, and martial preparations ^ sternly manifested. 
At daylight, on the morning of the 2rth, a battery clothed 
with one small field piece, within three hundred and eighty 
yards of the fort, was presented. Firing commenced: a 
parley ensued, and the garrison was required to surrender, 
and further resistance urged as unnecessary and useless. 
This morning, a Spanish non-commissioned officer, found 
loitering around, was taken and brought a prisoner to oup 
line. Seemingly, as by accident, a view was afforded him 
of every arrangement, and of the scaling ladders, which 
were ready and prepared. The General informed him, 
if tfee place was not delivered before the dawn of day, he 



would enter it, when if resistance were kept up, lie was 
determined to put every soul to the bayonet: in the after- 
noon he was dismissed on his parole, but pretending^ an 
apprehension that he might communicate tp the governor 
and ccnnmandant of the fort his preparation and detep- - 
minatioU) the General stated to hun, he could not be dis- 
charged} ei:cept to go to Pensacola, not Barancas; accord* 
ingly, a guard was sent to accompany him thither, distant 
about 14 miles. **! very well knewj" remarked the Gene- 
ral, *'that he would be deceived; my wish was for him 
to give information of every thing he had seen; and as the 
distance to Fort Barancas by water across the bay, was 
but seven, miles, I- was satisfied, on reaching town^ he 
would hasten to communicate all the information he had 
received. " He was watched, and found to do exactly a^ had 
been expected; the consequence of which was, that very 
evening, a flag proceeded to the American camp, an armi* ' 
stice was concluded, and early the next morning a surren* 
der was made. With this, and the fortress of St. Marks, 
added to Fort Gadsden, which had previously been esta-^ 
blished on the Apalachacola, it was believed, positions 
enough, and strength siiHicient would be required, to hold 
the savages in check, and future outrages be avoided. 
The General now concluded to return his army home, and 
to discharge it from further service. The Georgia troops,* 
under General, Glascock, had previous to this time, 
(20th of April,) been relieved from the campaign, and re-' 
tired home, there to be mustered from service. Since 
the conclusion of the assauh on Pensacola, General Jack* 
son has been heard to remark, that he had not intended to 
scale the walls, and thus attempt by force to carry the 
fort:T-*' My object," said he, ''.was to alarm, fully calcu-> ' 
lating, that in this way, possession would be obtained. 
The enterprise was hazardous; and although I should 
have carried it, yet many of my men must have fallen: 
in this view, the object to be attained, was not at all wor- 
thy the risk; besides, it would have been rather too bold a 
measure, as against a neutral power. The preparation I 
had made — ^thc battery erected, and scaling ladders pre- 
pared, were alone intended for effect, and to intimidate^ 
had thejr failed, I should have withdrawn iny army, and 
relied for preservation of peace with the Indians, on St 
Marks and Fort Gadsden, posts already occupied." 
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Arbuthnot aVd Ambrister. 

At the capture and destruction of one of the Indian vil« 
kges, (Bowlecks) a British lieutenant of marines, Anibris- 
ter, was taken prisoner: subsequently, at St. Marks, 
another subject of Great Britain, Arbuthnot, acting and 
associating with the Indians, was also taken. Shortly after" 
wards, a court of- inquiry,- of which Major General Graines 
being president, was by order of the commanding General, 
convened, when the one was decreed to be shot,, and the 
other to be hanged. In the case of Ambrister, after the pro- 
ceedings and finding of the court had closed, a reconsidera** 
tion was applied for, and obtained; when instead of being 
subjected to death, he was decreed if not to as severe, yet to 
a more humiliating punishment — "to receive fifty stripes 
on his bare back, and to be confined to a ball and chain to 
hard labour, for twelve months.*' Such was the decree of 
the court. This latter sentence being by the General re- 
jected, and the first approved, it was shortly afterwards 
- carried into execution. Arbuthnot was also executed. It 
is to the interference of Dthers, rather than the Indians, 
that we are indebted for the massacres and cruelties prac- 
tised on our citizens. During our late war, Nicholls and 
Woodbine, English adventurers, through their practised 
arts, and assistance promised, caused dissatisfaction and 
discontent with our Indians. Departing from the coun- 
try, 'they left them in possession oi a strong defence (Ne- 
gro Fort) with assurances of support whenever it might be 
needed : in the mean time, these two adventurers, doomed 
to death, were, in the absence of Nicholls and Woodbine, 
sent to the country, to associate with savages, keep bright 
their enmity, and to be engaged in the same ministry of 
blood and mischief in which they themselves had so lately 
been employed. Not a council was held, a letter written, 
or an act done, preparatory to war, or to encourage its 
prosecution, that they were not the grand directors and 
agents. Arms and ammunition were applied fori The 
provincial govenwrs of Britain were addressed; and the 
chief, Hillishadjo, lately returned from a visit to England, 
was pledged as authority^ that the Prince Regent, through 
him, had ordered their applications to be attended to, and 
supplies furnished, when he should require them. Letters 
to this effect were addressed by Ambrister to Governor 
Cameron of the Bahamas, and the most urgent importu- 
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nity, pressed for tjie apj^lication speedily to be met. Two 
letters written in March, breathe the same earnest entrea; 
ty, confessing in both, that he had already sent a party of 
Indians to oppose the advance of the American troops. 
Arbuthnot, too, his coadjutor, was alike concerned, in 
arpusing' the slumbering spirits of the natives, and inci- 
ting them to acts of savage cruelty, of bloodshed and war. 
The policy pursued by Gener.al J.ackson, in advancing 
upon Florida — occupying posts in the territory of a neu- 
tral power, and . especially for executing those two Eng- 
lish subjects, have proved matters for repeated animad- 
version and remark. Foes have censured, friends have 
approved. In 1818-19, congress undertook its investigar 
tion. Before the Senate* where an illiberal atid incorrect 
report from a committee was made, no discussion was 
^lad, or decision pronounced ; for although the subject was 
taken up at a very early period, nothing was heard from 
the examining committee until very nearly the close 6f 
the session, when nox)pportunity was presented for exami- 
nation and discussion : the entire proceeding carried with 
it, on the part of the chairman, the impress of manage- 
ment and design. But in tlie House of Representatives, 
where, for three weeks, the discussion with great ability 
progressed, a final exculpatory decision was had; and the 
course pursued throughout by the General, received th^' 
approval and sanction of that body. Learning, research 
and elocution, were displayed on the occasion ; while strong 
excitement pervaded the country at an attempt thus made 
to tarnish the reputation of one of her best andi greatest 
benefactors. Directly after this decision, and notwith- 
standing it had been pronounced, the chairman of the 
committee in the Senate, came forth with his gleanings, 
censuring, reproving and condemning, under most as- 
sumed facts, every thing to which the representative 
branch of the government had extended a most unquali- 
fied approval. The end and object was, to preserve pubr 
lie opinion in doubtful suspense. Pending this discussion^ 
and when variant and contrarious opinions had been ad- 
vanced, and the whole matter argued at length, ^ dis- 
tinguished and respectable member from Pennsylvania^ 
Mr. Baldwin, remarked in progress of the debate, that 
even in the wilderness of Florida, apart fram any access to 
books. General Jackson appeared better to understand 
national laws and its principles, than members .who wer^x 
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in reach of the library, and aiForded every facility to in- 
quiry. The result proved the observation correct; for 
aifter three weeks' assiduous controversy and examination 
— after that Puffendorff, Vattel, and a host of international 
authors had been resorted to, and consulted, although in- 
dividual differences in opinion prevailed, any concentration 
of opinion as to a single imputed error, could not be agreed 
upon. The course the General had pursued was apjiroved 
and sanctioned throughout, by every vote which was taken. 

The Creek war being over, many of the chiefs and war- 
riors fied into Florida from their own country, rejecting 
the conditions of the treaty concluded at Fort Jackson, and 
refusing its terms. Francis Hillishad jo, one of Tecumsah's 
commissioned prophets, was of the number: he had exert- 
ed all his influence to keep alive the discontents of the 
Indians. Homathlemico, another chief, proved himself an 
equally active and zealous agent: he had acted as a chief 
and a:ssociate of the clan, which had destroyed Lieutenant 
Scott and his party. The former having passed over to 
England, came back with a thorough understanding of 
the construction and force which was to be given to the 
treaty of Ghent — that by it, the United States were bound, 
and would be compelled to re-surrender the Creek coun- 
try, as it had* remained in the year 1811; besides this poi- 
sonous infection, Hillishad jo, when in England, received 
the commission of a brigadier general, the better to add 
to his consequence, and to give effect to his councils, with 
an assurance, that ammunition whenever wanted should 
be furnished. Representing the interest of Woodbine and 
Nicholls, in their absence, Arbuthnot aiul Ambrister 
were actively engaged in keeping alive a spirit of enmity 
and discontent, and hostility on the part of the Indians. 
This distinguished British brigadier, and his coadjutor 
chief, being made prisoners, were also executed. 

The jealousy of Arbuthnot and Ambrister towards two . 
citizens resident in Florida, Hambly and Doyle, had been 
excited. It was conceived, intelligence had been afforded by 
them to the Americans of passing events, while it was open- 
ly charged, that the destruction of the negro fort, establish- 
ed by Nicholls, had been effected through information which 
they had afforded of its position and strength. Operated 
upon by these suspicions, and a belief of their, warm attach- 
ment to the United States, a party of Indians were despatch- 
ed for the purpose, and they were seized on their own farms, 

B b 
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be chastised in the persons of those of them who mafht 
:aken j they are of the number of the guilty, and by tMb 
rigour the attempt may be made of fonging them to ft 
sense of the laws of humanity.' And again: *As ^e 
General has the right of sacrHicing the lives of his ene* 
mies to his own safety, or that of his people, if he hftd 
to contend with an inhuman enemy, often guilty irf such 
excesses, he may take the lives of some of his prisoners, 
and treat them as his own people haye'beeii treated./ Th* 
justification of these principles is found in their salutary 
efficacy for terror, and for example. 

^ It is thus only that the barbarities of Indians can be 
successfully encountered. It is thus only that the wt>rse 
than Indian barbarities of the European impostors^ pre* 
tending authority from their governments, but always dis- 
avowed, can be punished and arrested. Fi*om the period 
of our established independence to this day, all the InciiaB 
wars with which we have been afflicted, have, been dis* 
tinctly traceable to the instigation of English traders vof 
agents. Always disavowed, yet always felt; more thm 
oncQ detected, but never befor© punished; two of thetn, o^ 
fenders of the deepest dye, have fallen, Jlagr&nie delicioY into 
the hands of an American general, and the punishment 
inflicted upon them has fixed them on liigh as anexampio^ ' 
awful in its exhibition, but we trust auspicious in its rd^ 
^ults, of that which »awaits unauthorized J)retend^rs of Eu* 
rope an agency, to stimulate and interpose in wars;betwe«i 
the United States and the Indians within their controls '*^' 

These executions aflPorded the happiest themes for fau; 
ciful and enlarged deplamation, and consequently, T&^0t 
strongly have attracted public attention. Reason then, as * 
now, maintained her ground, and insisted, that Spain, so far 
from having any well established cause for cgmpfaitity 
should have been required to hold her own officers liable * 
for the outrages and murders committed within her juris- 
diction, and lor the violation of subsisting treaties between 
the United States and herself. Those offenders suffered 
deservedly: congress sp pronounced^ and the country ap* 
proved. Great Britain, ever prompt and ready in .protect- 
ing and defending the rights of her subjects, came not 
forth, ,in any form whatever, to inquire wherefore had they 
suffered. She could not but know, and did know, that by 
abjuring their native land, and uniting in destiny with a 
murderous and savage race, they became identi£e<^ in the 
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association, and were without the pale of national rule. 
Acting with savages, they were to be considered as sucH. 
^* A ferocious nation/' says Vattel, "which observes no 
ndes, and grants no quarter, may be chastised in the per-, 
sons of those of them who may be taken. " Civilized asso-. 
ciates, contending with, and fighting by their side, or 
impelling them forward, are alike to be considered within 
Jthe rule: nay, they stand in a more criminal point of view; 
because, with education and refined habits on their side, 
jhey become, infinitely more criminal and culpable, for 
being connected with a cruel and bloody enemy, who re- 
spects no age, and -spares no sex. The proofs evidenced 
on the trial, disclose the fact, that these men were the aid- 
ers,, abettors and counsellors of the Indians, procuring 
Uttpplies, and applying for means of protection against the 
American government; while at the same time they were 
encouraged to a belief, that the United States would be 
eonstrained to restore their lands, agreeably to the provi- 
sions of the Ghent treaty. A course of conduct like this, 
had roused their vengeful feelings into action, and produced 
the massacres that have been committed, wherein no diiFer- 
eiice was made between the contending soldier, the female, 
sbid the helpless child; all were made to perish together. 

This campaign consisted rather in rapidity of move- 
fnent, and hardships encountered, than of battles fought 
and won. The name of Jackson, from the previous con- 
flicts in which he had been engaged, had produced upon 
the minds of thelndians, a timidity, which drove them to 
the swamps, avoiding any other contests than occasional 
skirmishing, brought on under such circumstances as to 
position, that they could return at pleasure, and find 
ftifuge in the numerous morasses ^f their country. The 
service was arduous in the extreme; besides the limited 
supplies already spoken of, which subjected our troops to 
suffering, the country was flat, and, from continual rains, 
covered with water. For eighteen days, our officers, and 
the army, including the General, who, to every extent en- 
countered the same fatigue with his soldiers, were without 
even the comfort which dry clothes afford. Swamps inter- 
posing, and which constantly were to be waded, denied 
this comfort; yet, notwithstanding, during the whole cam- 
paign, from battle and from sickness combined, the loss of 
the army did not exceed half a dozen persons. 

This Seminole war with the Indians gave rise in the Uni- 
B b 2 
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ted States, to some questions^ivhich previoudf werealtav^/ 
gether new, and unacted upon in this countiy. Floiiite 
\^as the province of Spain : By treaty stipulations^ that pow> 
er was bound to hold in check, and preserve at peace the 
tribes of Indians within the limits of her jurisdiction ;buther 
provincial agents had declared their inability to effect this ^ 
object, while the savages, confiding in security from the po- 
sition they occupied, within the confines of a neutral temr. 
tory, conceived from the admonitions of themoredesigBingi. 
that inroads on the frontiers of the United States, mif^ht,- 
at any time, with impunity, be made. The circumstance; 
of General Gaines not attempting to 'advance into their 
country, for the length of time he had commanded along 
the frontiers of Georgia, produced from the reason, that 
he was inhibited to do so by positive orders from the war^ 
department, tended greatly to confirm them in opinion^ 
that their locality of position afforded the most ample secu- 
rity. When General Jackson cslme into the field, with an 
unconditional order to put a speedy termination to the 
war; and when apart from that restraint of the depart* 
ment, which so effectually had restricted the operations of 
General Gaines, he determined forthwith to carry the war. 
into the enemies' country, nor leave them longer reposing 
in the belief, that an ideal imaginary line could afford pro-^ 
tection against their causeless and unprovoked outrages. 
He dreamed not that VattePs doctrine of "fresh pursuit,'? 
which, with civilized nations, seemed necessary to justify, 
an entrance upon the territory of a neutral power, could be 
made applicable to the .condition of savages, who were ndf 
parties to the law, and who per foree claimed the mastery 
of the invaded territory. Whatever effect such doctrine 
might be entitled to, between refined nations, controlled hf 
established laws, it did not occur to him as being applicat- • 
ble between a civilized and savage enemy, inhabiting too 
a country, whose sovereign, by treaty, was bound to pre-, 
serve the relations of peace, and whose agents had acknow- 
ledged an utter inability to do so. The entire inapplica- 
bility of international law, as derived from Eut*opean 
constructions, in reference to such a case, contains a suf- 
ficient answer to all the refinements and subtleties to be 
adduced from such irrelative sources. An army of tea 
thousand men would scarcely have power sufficient to form 
a cordon of protecting posts, along a line stretching through 
' a wilderness, for more than three hundred miles. Either 
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tken the sanctit^/ attached by some to that line should have 
been disregarded, or ■ the inhabitants left to the mercy of 
the savages, apart from any attempted interference and 
{protection from the government. 
, By these energetic and bold acts, good order was rein* 
stated, the enemy subdued, and peace restored, through the 
iiitimidation produced: in the language of the command, 
issaed from the war department, ^^ a speedy termination was 
given to the war, and the enemy punished for their unpro- 
voked cruelties." General Jackson now returned home, 
having^, in about sixty days, not merely put an end to the 
wary but.altogether removed the means of again reviving it. 
Notwithstanding the strong defence of the course pur- 
sued, made by the secretary of states Mr. Adams, to our 
minister at Madrid, Spain complained. - The arguments 
replied to her were, your provinces were incompetent to 
resistance, and a maintenance of your treaty engagements; 
yo)i could not preserve your Indians at peace. To aid in 
die execution of that stipulation, and not to make war, 
was the purpose of marching an army into Florida, and 
garrisoning the forts of the country. But to afford an evi- 
dence of the amicable and good feelings still entertained^ 
St.- Marks and Pensacola were re-delivered, while Fort 
Gadsden, on the Apalachacola, within the jurisdiction of 
Spain, was retilined by our government, that every hold on 
the awed submission of the savages, might not be yielded. 
H the consideration of sovereignty, and respect to it, con- 
stituted the inducement for not retaining possession of St 
Marks and Pensacola, it is rendered matter of surprise, 
why the retention of Fort Gadsden, was not equally to be 
considered an infringement of that sovereignty. There 
i<iests upon it but this shade of difference, that this latter 
post was erected by General Jackson, the others not; it is 
difficult to perceive, how that circumstance could make 
any very material difference, on the principles of comity 
and right between nations: while, however, the other two 
posts were delivered back to the authorities of Spain, 
Fort Gadsden was retained : thus the amende honorable be- 
ing made, the matter terminated. The. circumstances and 
incidents of this campaign, discovering to his Catholic 
Majesty, that his provinces of Florida were altogether in- 
secure, most likely induced a determination to uart with 
both the ^oil anid the sovereignty; and in the following 
year, by a new treaty, entered into by the two governments. 
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the United States obtained possession of both East and 
West Florida, for a stipulated sum, to be disbursed amon^t 
her own citizens, for violations committed by Spain on the 
commerce of the United States. 

Court of Incjuikyt— change of Ambrister^s SENTENOEJ-i- 

AND CONDUCT OF CaPTAIN WrIGHT. 

The execution of these two Englishmen, whose fate, so 
frequently, has been actually or'pretendedly deplored^ pro- 
ceeded from the existence of facts, ascertained by a respec- 
table court organized for that purpose, especially and 
alone. It has frequent and oft been made a ground of ex- 
ception and charge, that the sentence pronounced against 
Ambrister, was improperly altered by the commanding 
general, who caused to be inflicted a different one from 
that which was ordered. This distinction is necessary to 
be borne in mind — a distinction that exists, and which is 
necessary to a proper understanding of the matter. Am- 
brister, it will be recollected, was, in the first place, con- 
demned to be shot; a reconsideration having been proposed 
and agreed to, the subsequent decree was, that he should 
** receive fifty stripes on his bare back, and be confine^ 
with a ball and chain, at hard labour, for twelve months, 't 
General Jackson's inversion of this sentence, and decreeing 
him to death, to one of honourable feeling, would certainr 
ly be preferable. The coward heart, that would cleave to 
life under any .and all circumstances, might perhaps 
prefer to surviye eyen under the disgrace of the first; but 
the soldier of any feeling would not fail to choose deatj) 
in preference, and conceive himself abundantly a gainer. 
But apart from this consideration, the cpurt was without 
power to ordain a sentence or award a judgment; and it 
was on this ground JacHrSon proceeded, when taking the 
course he did. The authority conferred on this organized 
tribunal, consisting of men of capacity, judgment and 
proper feelings, was simply that of inquiry — to ascertain 
facts — the circumstances and extent of the guilt — and not 
an assessment t)f the required retribution of that guilt. * 

• The court of inquiry consisted of the following persons : 

Major General E. P. Gaines, President, 
Colonel William King, 4th Infantry. 
Lieutenant Colonel Lindsay, Corps of Artillery. 
Major Muhlenbur^, 4th Iitfantiy. 
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There is a wide, a material difference, between a court 
of inquiry -and a court martial ; the one merely ascertains 
facts, and records them, to aid the judgment of some su- 
^rior, who, upon the details presented, is to make an 
application of the law, and adjudge and award its penalty ; 
the other holds control both of f^^cts and law, and having 
ascertained the one, the other imposes its own decree, so 
far as penalty is concerned. Courts martial and their 
powers are merely and altogether creatures of the law; 
^hen, therefore, our troops proceeded beyond the limits 
df the United States, our laws, to be sure, went with 
them, and were still in force, operative as to them, but as 
it affected others, not connected with us, but acting in 
character of enemies, they could have no effect, no opera- 
tion. Arbuthnot and Ambrister being in a country, 
foreign as to us, could not be amenable to our rules, ordi- 
nances, and regulations ; and of course, were beyond the 
interference of a court martial, which apart from our own 
laws, could have no jurisdiction whatever. Their offences 
and their crimes could not be known to any thing of mu- 
nicipal, but aloive to the law of nations, and were liable to 
be judged and punished by none other than the command- 
ing general, in whom only the government was represented. 
Why, then, was a court organized at all ? The answer is 
plain and obvious ; to record the facts, the circumstances 
and the testimony, to be laid before the government he 
represented, that in the event complaints should be made, 
it might appear to be a case properly and justly decided. 
When, therefore, the court had recorded all the facts, 
their duty «vas discharged: the iaw gave them no further 
power, and they could rightfully execute nothing beyond 
It; and it was' right and proper in the General, their de- 
cree not according with his opinion, to set it aside, and act 
upon his own judgment of the case. A jury in this coun- 
try are judges of law and fact; so also is a court martial 

Major Montgomery, 7th fofantry. 

Major Fanning, Corps of Artillery. 

Captain Vashon, 7th Infantry. ' 

Colonel Williamson, Tennessee volunteers. . 

lieutenant Colonel Gibson, doT do. 

Colonel Dyer, do. do. 

Lieutenant Colonel EUiot^ do. do. 

Major Minton, Georgia militia. 

Captain Crittenden, Kentucky volunteers. 
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possessed of similar rights; but a court of in()uiry differs 
from both; it can dp no more than examine into facts, 
and record them; for there all authority terminates. 

The very phraseology of the order creating this court, 
shows the extent of its powers, and is in conformity to set- 
tled usage. The official order is in these words:** The 
following detail will coihpose a special court, to cdnvcn^ 
at this post, [St. Marks] for the purpose of* investigating . 
charges exhibited against A. Arbutjmot, and Robex:;t 
Christy Ambrister. The court will record all the- docur 
ments and testimony in -the cases, and their (^phiion as to 
the guilt or innocence of the prisoners, and what puniisih* 
ment, if any, should be inflicted.'* The phraseology of J 
an order creating a court martial, is entirely differeiit: it^ 
commands are, that ^, general^ garrison^ or regimental court 
martial, (as the case may be) shall convene for the trial o^^ 
&c. It is styled by its own particular name, and leaves 
no room for question as to its powers. When convened^ 
it has all the rights and authority of a court and jiary; to 
ascertain facts, apply the law, and award sentences con- , 
respondent to the crime committed. But it is only for the 
infraction of such laws as the congress of the United 
States have specially enacted, that such a court can exer- 
cise jurisdiction; for in relation to all offences known'only 
to the code of nations, it can claim no jurisdiction what* 
ever: in such cases the commanding general, representing 
the sovereignty, must himself act. He may, to be surej* 
call on others to aid him in the ascertainment of facts : and 
may ask an opinion 2A to the quantum of punishment pro* 
per and right to be imposed; yet it being a jurisdiction* 
exclusively his own, he could not delegate its exercise to 
others, even were he disposed to do so. In our revoln- 
tion, a court of inquiry, by order of General Washington, 
sat in the case of Major Andre, who was tried and execu-' 
ted as a spy. Even without .the intervention of a court,' 
the General could have decreed his death, because his of- 
fence arose not under any municipal regulation of ours, 
but from the usages of war, and the laws of nations. 
^ General Washington submitted this matter to the deci- ' 
sion of a board of officers, for the facts to be considered "rf 
and recorded. The authority conferred, was to determine 
upon the nature of the offence imputed against the prison- 
er, and the kind and description of the punishment dttc 
to the offence with^ which he stood charged. The courtj ' 
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upon mattire deliberation, pronounced him a spy, and that 
he ought to be punished with death — and it was so done; 
not in virtue of this proffered suggestion and opinion of the 
board, but by the commanding general, in whose hands 
abided a power to decree execution. What Washington 
did, in . the case of Andre, with a view to caution, and 
that the world, the facts being accurately preferred, might 
correctly judge, the same did Jackson towards the less 
distinguished, but no less guilty Arbuthnot and Ambrister. 
The proceedings in both those just and merited tragedies, 
are ox similar import and character. Not fancy can draw 
a line of difference between them, save that in the case of 
Andre, the opinion of the court and the commanding Gene- 
ral being in perfect accord, both obtained execution ; where- 
as, in the other, Jackson's, whose decision and judgment 
being different, though paramount to the court, became the 
executed opinion. Neither of the parties offending had vio- 
lated 'any law of ours: in fact, the latter bein^ within a fo- 
reign territory, were hence beyond the legal jurisdictional 
limits of the United States. A cou^t martial, then, whose 
powers of acting exclusively pertain to infractions of our 
Own enacted laws, could, in these cases, have effected no- 
thing: the authority to punish rested alone in the com- 
niandiiig general; yet in justification and from caution, he 
-constituted this court, with no other view, and for no other 
purpose, than to examine anrf record the f^cts; this being 
done, all authority on the part of the court ceased. 

After General Jackson had passed the frontiers of 
Qeorgia, and penetrated the Indian country, an unfortu- 
nate circumstance arose, which led- to a warm and feelini 
correspondence with the Governor of that state, (Rabun. 
Passing t&rough an Indian town, Cheraw, the warriors oi 
the village, headed by Howard, their aged chief, came 
forth to meet the General, avowed a desire for peace; 
and as evidence of their earnestness and sincerity, proffer- 
ed to join and march with the army.. Their services were 
not wanted, but fearing, if rejected, they might' become 
restless and- mischievous, they were received. To the old 
men, aiwi to the women, who were left behind, protection 
and ft^ety were promised. Shortly after. Captain Wright, 
under an order from Governor Rabun, at the head of a 
militia force of two hundred and seventy men, detached 
om Fort Early, advanced upon this village, and there 
lelly assailed, and put to death, its inhabitants. Their 
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chief) the aged Howard, was shot down, while> bearing i|k 
his hand a white flag: his grandson shared, the saiii$». 
fate. In two hours after the attack commenced, the 
town was in flames, and the whole ^Haid completely 
desolate.'' General Jackson had passed Fort Gad$den« 
on his march from St Marks to Pensacola, where by. ex-. 
press, a letter reached him from General Glascock. of 
the Georgia militia^ detailing the particulars of this 4Xie*, 
lancholy transaction. At the instant, under the impulse 
of a high and generous feeling, £(nd indignant ai what If^ 
conceived a wanton, unnecessary and unprovoked act, to-, 
wards those who had confided in his assurances, and sent 
forth with him their warriors to battle, he addressed him-% 
self to Governor Rabun, and a warm and spirited corres-, 
pondeuce resulted. The Governor was told that he had, 
outraged every thing of law and right; that notching of in- 
vasion or insun^ection existed, of consequence he had no 
authority to order a force into the field, and to commit^ 
ravages in his rear, where all was peace and quietness,..^ 
Captain Davis was injmediately ordered to proceed , to^ 
Hartford, arrest Wright, and deliver him to the officer in, 
command at Fort Hawkins, until the pleasure of ttie pre- 
sident could be known; or if not found there, to .call.upon>« 
the Governor of Georgia, to have the order carried into, 
effect. Davis succeeded, and having arrested Jiimr, piK)-.. 
ceeded on his journey towards Fort Hawkins, when at a 
small town, through . which he- was passing, the civil, 
authority interposed, and- the prisoner, on a habeas coi^ 
pus, was released. Subsequently, on the 29th of May,>by, 
orders from the executive of Georgia, he was again arresi-. 
ed; but so far from taking any precautionary step to retain, 
and subject him to, trial, for the wrongs he had cocnmitted, 
he was simply placed on his parole of Aono?ir, under a 
promise to surrender himself when he should be required 
to do so. In the mean time, the President directed^ him 
to be placed in possession of the civil authority for trial; 
intelligence of which* reaching Captain Wright, on th^ 
27th of July he fled, and has not since been seen in the 
United States. He retired to the island of Cuba, an exile 
from his country. 

Governor OF Florida, AND EVENTS THEKE. 
Spain and the United States, early in 1819, conclud^d'a 
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treaty, bjr the provisions of which, th€ir boundary of sepa- 
ration, west of the Mississippi river, was agreed on, and 
both the Floridas, East and West, ceded to the United 
States. A ratification between the two governments 
did not take place until February, 1821, nor did the ceded 
territory, until the summer of that year, come under the 
jurisdiction of the United States* By the President and 
Senate, Creneral Jackson was appointed in the double capa« 
city of Commissioner to receive, and Governor to organize 
and manage the affairs of the country, with powers granted 
by congress, more enlarged, and more extensive, than under 
the provisions of our constitution, had ever been granted to 
any one before. Either through want of time to enact en- 
larged and defined rules in detail, or of the confidence re- 
posed, congress conceded powers so unrestricted, as to ren- 
der it questionable whether they did not even step beyond 
tlie range of all constitutional sanction and propriety. In 
one sweeping clause, apart from all restriction, the entire 
Md unlimited power which the Govefnor-general of Cuba 
could exercise, constituted the legislative enactment of con- 
gress. It was in reference^tp this circumstance, pi'eviously 
to resigning the government of Florida, a situation which 
he held only about seven months, when the General express- 
ed a wish that powers so unlimited and so undefined, might 
under a republican government, never again be confided 
mU> the hands of any man; that they were dangerous to 
liberty, and should be given to no one. In virtue of this 
high behest, an aUjthority to exercise whatever power the 
f&ovemor-general of Cuba could, he might, to say nothing 
of minor matters, have conceded and granted away every 
foot of the^oil, while the rights and privileges of theciti- 
z^is rested, and were dependant, on his mere will and 
pleasure. Under this undefined, uncertain grant of pow- 
er, his authority was executive, legislative and judicial, 
apart from all restraint, save that which himself might 
prescribe to himself. Under this carte blanche^ the earliest 
act of his administration was to place the judiciary of the 
territory on some certain basis, both as to the authority 
it might exercise, and the mannel* after which it could be 
done, with a view to an amicable and speedy adjustment 
of all subsisting difiFerences amongst the people. 

Acts of oppression and injustice long exercised over the 
subjects of Spain within this province, now when the go- 
vernment was changed, began to be developed^ and some 

c c 
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of them brought before ,the consideration of ^the.Govei^ 
or, in his judicial capacity. A subject of Spain in Florida, 
(Vidal) had some years since, as far back as 1807^ died, 
leaving children, to whom estates of considerable v^ue 
had been devised. Fruitless and frequent attempts to pro-^ 
cure- an adjustment x>f his affairs had been made; and 
akhough repeated decrees could be traced, none of them 
had ever been carried into effect The government 
changed, and the province transferred, the claim of liieae 
heirs was brought before the newly constituted author!'' 
ties, for examination and decision^ when the records ne- 
eessary to a lull and complete understanding of the case 
were wanted. A most important and material paper, .thf 
testament of the father, to ascertain the rights of his chU' 
dren, did net appear, and to procure it became a matter 

-of the first necessity. 
- Preparatory to decision, an affidavit was filed by the 
Alcade,^ alledging the original will to be in the hands c^ a 
certain Spaniard, (Sousa) at Pensacola; a rule was grant- 
ed ^r him to produce it; but instead of complying with 
the demand, it was carried over tp the steward of Colonel 
Callava, the former Governor of Florida, by whom it was 
directly placed amongst the Governor's papers. Being 
now by the showing off the original possession, and by the 
steward, traced to the occupancy of Colonel Callava, under 
whose protection, and in whose custody, the persons in 
adverse interest conceived it would be inviolate, a rule was 
had, to show cause why an attachment should not be sued 

' out against the Colonel, in whose possession it wais. . H^ 
was required to produoe the paper, that the rights of these 
children might be ascertained. Compliance was positively 
refused, ^nd an entire inability to determine the judicial 
question was thus presented. Conciliatory measures were 
resorted to, but without any beneficial result*^ By a stipu- 
lation contained in the treaty concluded between the United 
States and Spain, the public archives were to be surrey* 
dered; and if this will of Vidal, on which depended the 
rights of property in his children, and which should havjp 
been entered on the public records, did not merit to.be 
classed under this head, it is difiicult to conceive what wa^ 
indeed intended by the. inserted clause of the treaty, con^ 
eluded between tlie two governments. 
The belief entertained by Callava was, that^under the 

. garb of privilege, and his late office^ his papers, and rib^re 
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B^'^ially hid |>er8on, would be altogether sacred*— not to 
he mterfered with. He had been too long governor, ac- 
etnpted from any thing of control, to be able to forget his 
<idw altered condition, and bring his mind to the conclu^ 
niba, that any authority CQuld disturb the privileged dig- 
nity winch he conceived rightfully attached to his situa*, 
^dn. General Jackson, at his office, for two hours, endea- 
vbured to impress on his mind the propriety and necessity 
i6f the records being delivered^ suggesting to him that a 
refhsalcould be viewed in no other light than a contempt 
df his authority. It &iled of success—- Callava refused, 
insisting, that ** being a commissioner, h€ was privileged, 
ited therefore answerable to no one.'* This reasoning, uvd 
Supposed privilege, was lost upon Jackson. It was enough 
fb^him, that the required paper was in his hands, and 
that upon it depended the rights of others. Although 
Oovemor Callava had been charged with the delivery of 
the territory of Florida, now that the trust had heen exe- 
Ciitcfd, and new forms and a new government established, 
life could no longer be considered a diplomatic functionary, 
surrounded with privileges, but as the citizen of a foreign 
Country, and liable and subject to all the judicial applica- 
tions of our own. Under the mandate of the court he re- 
fused to deliver the will. Lenient and persuasive measures 
were resorted to, but without effect: he would not deliver 
thein; when, for the contempt'thus offered to the authority 
df the court, Jackson, sitting as judge, directed an attach- 
iheht to be issued, and Callava, in pursuance of the man- 
date, was arrested. That the wiH might not be secreted, 
Or made away with, "which was cle«u»ly ascertained to be in 
Ms possession, a guard, consisting of a corporal and three 
men, was placed at his door, with orders to permit nothing 
to pass from the house, or any thing to be interrupted; in 
the mean time, three commissioners, with the Alcade, 
Were appointed t6 examine the public boxes, and particu- 
larly that in which the paper wanted by the court was said 
to be deposited. The examination being made, it was 
found and delivered over to the court, and thereupon Cal- 
lava was- discharged from his arrest and imprisonment. . 
It Is difficult to conceive what could h^ve induced this ob- 
litinate-and perverse course: that something of motive and 
interest was the inducing cuuse, may, when all the attend- 
ant circumstances are ronsidered, be well conjectured. The 
H^\ being cd^tained, and « final hearingof the matter had, a 
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decree wns pronounced in favour of Vidal's heirs. WMM» 
it, they must and would have been deprived of the estate iiK< 
tended to be devised to them by their ancestor. They were 
children, whose rights had been lohg withheld; they were 
at length restored to their possessions, alone by the enep< 
getic course pursued by Jackson; mild and lement meiiK 
sures could not have secured the end and object desired^ 
and which justice required to be extended. 

To this pursued course, many without an accur^ 
knowledge of the circumstances, have been opposed, aittd 
the act decried through the country as contrary to thitt- 
courtesy which was due to a diplomatic functionary. The 
defence to this suggestion is, what Jackson himself lias 
urged. He was not an accredited diplomatic character/ 
It is true. Colonel Callava, a militai^ officer, had, by the> 
Govemor^general of Cuba^ been appointed a commission*^ 
er to deliver over the country to die United States. The 
stipulations of the treaty were, thfit in six months, oi* 
earlier, from the ratification, the ofiicers and soldiers of. 
Spain should be wididrawn from the territory- of Florida, 
'and possession given of all occupied places. The moment, 
then, that the duties assigned lum to perform, were exe^ 
cuted, his official character was merged ; while condnukigt 
beyond the period stipulated m the treaty for his dep^ 
ture, he was to be considered amenable to the laws, to tbe 
extent that any other foreign-citizen or subject would < be^ ; 
Jackson, accordingly, refused to consider him entitled to. 
the personal rights, privileges and courtesies of a mink»»- 
ter, especially when by .doingso, it necessarily, placed at. 
hazard the interest and rights of unprotected orphan chil-; 
dpen. Considering Callava entitled, to none of those prf-' 
vileges pertaining to foreign ministers or agents, he com* 
pelled lorcibly a surrender of the papers^ and. having- 
obtained them, directly ordered hb discharge from arrest 
General Jackson, in a communication made to the seciie*/ 
tary of state, details the particulars of this transaction,; 
and employs the following language :.^.^ I could notviewx 
Colonel Csdiava in any other light than that of a privat^i 
individual, charged with violating the nghts of others^ 
and setting my authority at defiance. I <Ud believe, and> 
ever will believe, that just laws can makempdistinQtiDn <tf* 
privilege between the rich and the poor: ^d that whep^ 
men of high standing attempt to trample on the rights of 
the weak, they are the fittest objects for example and p^ 
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Mi the poor aad humble require the arm and the shield of. 
tlie law. Colonel Callava's powers having closed her^ 
iridi the.surrenderof.the country, it was only a displayt 
Mid. so. cowsidered by me, of pompous arrogance, in hi^ 
obdming the privileges of diplomacy, which in fact he never 
possessed; and his powers having ceasec^ his commission 
accomplished, the pretoision which he set up was i^n ia^* 
SHk to the weakest understanding. There are other and 
mmy c^nnplaints by Spanish subjects here of documents 
relating to private property being missing from the Al* 
Qade's office. If proof is had, where .they are, demands 
veUI be made; and I hope -the precedent set, will prevent 
the necessity of again exercising those painful measures 
ta coerce their production. But should such occur, I 
^all not shrink from my duty, however painful it may b^ 
to my feelings to exercise such authority for the security. 
of tliKOse individuals, who, under the treaty, look to pur 
gov^*nment for the protection of their rights." 

Incensed at what was conceived an outrage On th^ 
chief and former governor, on the 22d of September, the 
Spanish officers remaining at Pensacola, issued an angry 
and insulting bulletin to die public, impugning «tnd arraign* 
ing the proceedings of the court, and the conduct of the 
Jtidgel In consequence of this act of impropriety to thfi 
judicial department, and because being officers of Spaiui 
they should by the treaty have withdrawn themselves from 
the country in six months, which limitation had already 
es^red, Jackson issued an (Official order, ordering and comr 
maftdiftg them to depart from Jthe territory by the Srd of 
October. Owing nothing of allegiance to the country, and 
concerned not for it3 harmony or good government^ but 
disposed to disturb it, he conceived it proper for them tQ 
depart, especially, as by the provisions of. the treaty, it 
was imposed on them as. a duty to do so. At the appoint- 
ed day they took their departure from the countiry. Subr 
si^quently, however, and after that General Jackson had 
left Florida for Tennessee, and indeed resigned his com- 
m^ion of Governor, some of those officers, in de^ance 
•of 'the proclamation, yet unrevoked, returned to Pensacola 
fi^m C^ba» Mr. Walton, of Georgia, the aicting secre- 
tAry, who had been left in discharge of the executive 
duties, immediately had them arrested, or rather issued 
aa order, restricting them to their.lMMiseS) and requiring 

c 2 
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them not to appear at large in the city, until'the GovenV- 
or's opinion, who was then in Tennessee, or that ot thi 
President, could be ascertained. In the meantime, lack* 
son had resigned his ofHce, while from Washington city^ 
through the Secretary of State, an order was returned, t^ 
liberate those officers from their qualified arrest Hi£i*e 
the matter ended. General Jackson retired a private citi- 
zen to his own residence near Nashville, and the govefti^ 
ment of the territory, now organized, was confided to Mrl; 
Duval of Kentucky, with powers regulated and restricted by 
the congress which convened in the following winter, 1SS2» 
Colonel Callava, highly displeased at the treatment he 
had received from Governor Jacksop, left Peiisacola,, and 
proceeded immediately to the city of Washington. No- 
thing certainly is known as to the desi^ of his viat ttf 
our capital, though the inference readily arises that iit^ 
object was, through Vives, the resident minister of ^ain; 
to make known his complaints and his grievances. Wlikt 
course M'as pursued, remains amongst the execudve secrets; 
of the times: nothing upon that subject has yet been diii- 
closed. At any rate, if the object of his visit to the city Mras^ 
to obtain redress for conceived indignities, failure was the 
consequence. That such was his ^ject is rendered pro- 
bable, apart from any positive information on the subjectj^ 
by the tenor of the President's communication to coi%res^j ' 
which shortly afterwards convened. The langus^e of 
the message relative to the archives to be surrendered hf 
the treaty, andfor a violation of which^ the rupture between 
JsCckson and Callaya was produced, is this: ^* Possession, 
of East and West Florida has been given to 'th€ United' 
States; but the officers charged with that service, hav^nbt' 
only omitted, in contravention of the orders of their So ve* 
reign, the performance of the express stipulation^ to deli- 
ver over the archives and documents reliating to the proper- 
ty and sovereignty of these provinces, all of which, it was ' 
expected would have been delivered, either before or when 
the troops were withdrawn, but defeated since, every efforjt; 
of the United States to obtain them.'* This opinion^ of* 
the President seems to be in exact conformity ♦ to thaf* 
which Jackson entertained and practised upon* CaHaVii'^' 
was evidently wrong, and. acted entirely from a 'mistaltefi* 
belief as to his riehts. Being an official character for the 
mere purpose of delivering over the country, his knftgina- 
tion had conjured to him that he had authorityto earry off ' 
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^ijkx» mere pleasure, any and every record upon which de; 
pended the rights and property of othiers, and that no autho- 
nty adequate to its prevention existed. The commoti. 
$ense doctrines of Jackson's mind told him differently, and 
that over and above other persons he had no privilege 
superior to the treaty and the law; and of consequence he 
compelled him to do what a sense of right, and his own 
iip^ions of justice ought to have dictated to him as correct 
a^cul proper. 

Such is a brief sketch of the proceedings of General 
Jackson in F'lorida, which have been reprobated by some 
from an honest conviction that his measures were too de- 
clined and strong: and by others, either from aproneness 
ta censure him in all things, or that they were ignorant 
^t all the attendant facts and circumstances. One thing 
may be said of him with greater truth tnan any other now 
living, that whatever objections may have been raised at 
apy time as to the manner of working to his results, even 
his enemies have always conceded that the end he had in 
view was honest, and his motives ever pure and correct. 
Ij to any of his public acts, error has at any time been 
attributed, the admission both from friends and foes ever 
has been, that his intentions were good, and his way through 
d^e paths that justice pointed. Such justification is ample 
ac^quittal. Than this no better defence can be offered 
against the constant frailties and imperfections to which 
i^uman nature is every where subjected. 

Bejsides the extensive and unlimited authority cqnfided 
bj!congress to Jiaqkson as Governor of Florida, a salary of 
%^ thousand dollars was attached to the office. Whether, 
therefore, power or pecuniary advantage was locked to, 
the situation could not but prove a desirable one. He was 
entirely supreme. No legislation had taken place in refer- 
ence to what he should do, or what omit The revenue 
and slave laws had by act of congress alone been extended 
to the territory, none other: even the constitution of the 
Ui|ite4 States, and all the rights which it secures, was 
^^qlly inoperative, because by no legislative exercise of 
ai^thprity had its provisions been extended thither: to 
Jackson, and to his discretion, every thing, civil and mili- 
tipy, ha4 been confided; and yet, with all these high pri- 
vileges and powers, with the exception of Judge Fromen- 
tin, no complaint was made against his government, save 
wha't arose from enforcing justice against the former 
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governor, €aUaira) who would have relied upon thejs^, 
posed dignity ukI elevation of his character to m&hi 
wrong and injury on a parcel of unprotected orphans, l^ 
was during the euinunadon of this case of VidaPs heirs, 
and after diat so fierce and unpleasant a struggle f(»* secur 
ring the records of their rights had taken place, that G6^ 
Temor Jackson, sitting in his judicial character, declared 
the regret he felt at being clothed with authority so unli-' 
xnited and undefined, and so inconsistent with every thin^ 
of republican usage and propriety. Notwithstaiiding the ex- 
tensive powers thus conferred, in the possession of which, 
as is averred by those apposed to him, he so much delightsi 
no sooner was the government of Florida propeirly 6r^ 
ganized, and placed upon a secure basis, than he retire^ 
from it to his own farm : than this, ^^ ambition should f)C 
made of sterner stuff." To a little mind, proud of brief 
authority, here was a field presented where it might havQ 
wantoned and revelled to the extent of ambition^s desire: 
superior to such matters, Jackson'43 disposition and judg: 
meat roused, and led him to prefer his own quiet and in- 
dependent habitation. 

Besides the cases adverted to, one other arose by whicli 
somQ slight, though momentary excitement, was occar 
sioned. Mr. Fromentin, a creole Frenchman, and lately 
a senator from Louisiana, wasappointed by the president 
a judge in Florida. It is ^questionable whether' he should 
have been placed there. The constitution declares " that. 
a member of congress shall not be eligible to an office 
which may be created, or the emoluments of which m^y 
be increased during the time for which he was, eljectedi, 
the object of this inhibitory provision, doubless was, t^ 
preserve the purity of the body, and to guard the meni- 
bers from every thing of inducement for the sale of office. 
Mr. Frdmentin was a member of the United States senate, 
before whom the treaty came, and by whose vote it was 
ratified. To be appointed to any office arising under tbe. 
known operation 01 that treaty when ratified, if notwitha 
the letter, was certainly within the spirit and iDPeafifeg,^. 
the inhibitions of the constitution. He was,' howefai). , 
appointed a judge of the territory. When Cidlavd, hP I 
the causes before shown, was committed for his aaildu</tj . 
this gentleman, clairiiing in virtue of his judicial trtisW.to 
be superior to the governor, who had all the .poWersfoC 
the captain general of Cuba, issued a writ of haftcas (isx^. 
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ptii^xommanding the prisoner to b^ brought before hiniy 
that' the judgment' of his superior might be inquired into, 
and set aside. 

Mr. Fromentih on reaching Florida, to enter on a dis- 
charge of his duties, sougfht an interview with General 
Jackson, to determine as to the extent of the authority he 
C6uld claim under his commission. The information 
given,' and the conclusion arrived at, was, that as the legis* 
latibn of congress had neither extended the provisions of 
the constitution nor of any of the laws, to Florida, save 
those which appertained to the revenue, and to the impor- . 
tation of slaves, in his character of judge he could assert 
iht exercise of no other authority; and so the matter 
Reined to be agreed and understood. When under this 
cmderstanding, and these circumstances, he undertook to 
call, by writ of ' habeas corpus, before him, one committed 
for contempt by the highest tribunal known to the laws,, 
it was calculated to excite surprise. Th« officer charged 
with the execution of the order relative to Calijava, befcre, 
acting upon the writ which was issued, almost correspond- 
ently with the commitment, carried it to Crovcrrior Jack- 
sf6n, to inquire and ascertain the course iie should pursue. 
He was directed to disregard it, and he did so. Judge 
Fromentin was immediately cited to appear before the 
Governor. He pleaded in reply, indisposition-**an attack 
of rheumatism. The next; day; he came. He was now in- . 
formed again of the conceived extent of his powers, as 
before they had been explained, and that he must keep 
within their pale, nor venture beyond them. This posi- 
tive- course was pursued by Jackson, because he well knew 
tUsit the extent of Mr. Fromentin's authority had previ- 
ously been a subject of conversation and understanding, 
and because from'the impetration of the writ so speedily ' 
aftef the arrest, the obstinacy of Callava, and other cir- 
cumstances disclosed, he presumed the whole matter of 
contest had previously been agreed on, and concerted. 
The judge apologised for his conduct, and was dis- 
charged'; but conceiving this exercised authority a high in- 
dignity to himself and to his office, shortly afterwards pub- 
lished some angry letters, complaining in most intempe- 
rftU^' language, of- the conduct practised by the governor' 
tdwardB him» That Jackson, possessed of unrestrained - 
kud xuxHixiited power, should question his brief authority, 
anid) iiiMier thci existing circumstances of this particular 
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tin, a high exercise of tyranay, and an outrage of j^4i- 
cial countenance. Because he held the eominissioii cf 
judge, the conclusion was arrived at, that he carried wiUi 
him to the territory the constitution of the United StateA^ 
and each and every of their statutes; although ^hose re^ 
iating to the revenue, and ta the importation of slavei^ 
had alone been extended. 

The 6th of October, being on the eve of departing {rto^ 
Florida for Tennessee, General Jackson, through the p^bf 
Uc journals at Pensacola, addressed himself to the poople 
of the territory, explaining to them the reasons, andliie 
motives und^r which he had acted. He referred to the 
collision in. which he had been placed with Colonel Ca& 
lava, late governor of Florida, and satisfactorily, though 
concisely explained, the nature and origin of the conteal;. 
Adverting to this, which he declared an un^eaaant.cii^ 
cumstance, he employed this language; 

^'The Ame]:ican> government, at the same time that it 
is the freest, is perhaps the strongest in the world? b^ 
Qause the most wealthy and most powerful in sociejty ace 
as weak in opposition to it as the most humble aad'ob- 
8cure2.it knows no distinction between an ex-gbvemost and 
a peasant In ^e e^urse of my short administration, one 
case has unfortunately occurx^, which required the exeiv 
tion of that authority, which is no respecter of -persons. 
That the necessity should have existed, has occaaioned 
2ne pain and regret It was my duty, under the tresttff 
exercising the government of the Floridas, to, secure to 
the inhabitants all the evidences of their right of property. 
The improper conduct of the captain general at Havaima, 
in withholding documents of this nature from an agent 
sent expressly to receive them, increased the necessity of 
vigilance on my part, that the inhabitants might be secured 
in their rights 01 property. Whatever diplonaatic privile- 
ges he (Callava) might have been entitled to, these had. 
ceased upon the surrender of the territory, and he was 
then not knowft to me, or recognised as having aa^ 
other rights than those of a common indiyiduak It waa 
not enough for him to consider himself a public ag^l of. 
the king of Spain, and to reside here {gr the purpose ;rf 
transacting official business with the agents of tfaeUmied 
States, but it was necessary he should have madfi known 
the object and purpose ojL his stayj had he done aq^ he 
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-HHfldd have beeivinfortned at once by me, that my own 
-fltuctions had- ceased as commissioner, and that no one 
tot tiie f^residetit of the United States had any power to 
"^it^ him {leFmission to remain as a diplomatic agent, en- 
^yin^ the privileges of a foreign minister.'' 

la' the same publication, he submitted tothe considet'a- 
ilen of the public in justification of the measures he had 
adopted, the reasons which had induced him to proceed 
iOWafdB the Spanish officers after the manner he had, in 
fe^niring and directing those at Pensacola to depart the 
tl»tilory within four days. At this produced disturbance 
mth CallavB and his officers, Jackson expresses his re- 
Ippet, though great satisfaction that no other cases had 
aidsen to interrupt the harmony of the government; but, 
li^t the measure was imposed upon him, as necessary and 
essential to the maintenancTe of respect to the judicial 
eharactef* of the country. "This respect," he remarked, 
'^Is due from foreign officers in all countries; for what 
tends to bring the judiciary into disrepute, shakes the 
public confidence in that part of the government that it 
looked upon as the most sacred depository of individual 
rights. Had I consulted my personal feelings, having en* 
tertained a favourable opinion of some of them, and enmity 
tonoQe^ I should have been disposed to have suffered the 
act to. sink into oblivion; but the dignity and hoHour of 
\l|e government fofbade- that conduct so outrageous, 
ahottid pass unnoticed. I might appeal to those very per- 
sons^ to ask, what would be the consequence if a l>and of 
American officers should offer such an insult t6 the^govem- 
ntentfif a Spaiush province." 

.i.\OcBeral Jackson, on accepting the appointment of go- 
▼emor of Florida, did so with an avowal, that he would 
consent to retain it only until the government of the terri- 
tory could be placed under a system of proper organiza- 
tion; this being effected, he retired from the bustle of 
ofllce, and again sought upon his farm retirement and ea^e. 
Shortly after thii^, the United States having recognised the 
ifMtepettdence of the^^i^outh American states, a solicitude 
'mB felt by Mr. Monroe to place Jackson in the character 
ci:^ niiiastei^, with full powers, representing the interest of 
tlils^ouAtry at the republic of Mexico. This, however, 
hfe^ refused to accept: the reason presented by him was, 
that the Emperor Iturbide, having usurped the liberty of 
IdB a«Meintt7, he, as the republican minister of a republican 
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country^ by bis presence could not yield a staction ta 
usurpation, and tbus afford to bim encouragement is tft^ 
career be was pursuing. Tbe bistory and the eTents o( 
that period prove his forebodings to have been coHieeK 
for very shortly afterwards/ tbepeoplc of Mexico, Weaned 
with tbe actual or conceived strides at power of Itttrbide, 
deposed bim front office, and banished him from tfaecotta^ 
try: again returning to it in disguise, in opposition to die 
edict that bad l>een promulgated, he was sentenced; to 
death, and executed: thus perished a man, who, at theoa* 
set of his career, bad filled every Miierc the fri^ds o{ 
freedom and reform with brilliant hope and expectation. 
But tbe repeated demands of bis state upon him t04»& 
fice were yet not satisfied, and again was proffered a deshfe. 
that he would consent to accept a seat in the senate of the 
United States. A letter on* this subject was despatched 
to his residence, containing an assurance that the legisl» 
ture desired bis services, and expressing a wish that be 
would consent to serve. Tbe answer returned to thk 
applica^tion was, that he g^atly desired retirement from 
the fatigues and cares of office: that there were dtbefS, 
who from age would be better than himself calculated to 
meet the distance and fatigues sof the journey; yet, if 
under full consideration, the members insisted on his ser> 
vices, he knew not how to refuse, and could not. **It 
might be thought," said be, ^ and wouM be said^ that the 
appointment bad been conferred by his state, and sought 
for by bim, with a view to other objects and for other pur- 
poses, at present, pending before the nation. I have, 
therefore, (continues be,) earnestly to request of my friends, 
not to press me to an acceptance of tbe appointment of 
senator : if appointed, I could not decline : and yet in ac- 
cepting I should do great violence to my feelings and my 
wishes." In two or three days afterw^ii'ds, the legislature 
proceeded to an election, and Jackson was chosen. In. 
December, 1823, he took his seat, and during that and the 
succeeding session continued faithfully and industriously 
to execute the duties of his station. In the autumn of 1824, 
tbe legislature of Tennessee being again in session, he 
gave back into their hands the appointment they had con- 
ferred, when Hugh L. White was chosen to fill the va- 
cancy. The assigned reason for doing this was, that 
placed before the American people for the office of Pre- 
sident, having been again nommated, be could not consent 
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IfttiMtaia n aitttation, where )iis ev^y act might be as* 
mibod tKx pifrsoaal and selfish cpnsiderations. Accordinc^^ 
Ifi he bnce more retired to .private life, remaining on hi9 
omt Sxtttk, and attending exclusively to his own affairs. 
With the exception of a visit recently made to New 
• OrJciuis, through i^n invitation from the legislature of 
Louisiana to celebrate the glorious .victory of the 8tb» he 
kas never ventured abroad, notwithstanding the pressing 
aoIicitati<^s that have been extended. The inducing cause 
m^ him to this course, and perhaps with some of the 
gre%t:>men of the country it may appear peculiar, and 
eaciBlusively pertaining to himself, is, that the office of 
Bise^ident of the United States when intrigued after, or 
eleejJoneered for, stands stripped of its honours, its con* 
seqiuelice and character ; and above all, that such a course^ 
^; qitest of such an object, is of injurious and deinorali- 
sing, tendency. The chief magistracy of a free country is 
ftkogetfaer valueless, and of empty import, save when it is 
|&9li&rred freely— the gift of ireemen, unbiased and un- 
«o.ri3upted, apart from the fear of office to be lost, or the 
hope of office to be obtained: when thus obtained, no 
•prouder station is known to man ^ differently procured, it 
is latere empty pageantry, an idle nothing, a post of dis* 
.^^st, disrespect, suspicion and trouble — its cares survive, 
^hile the blooming honours that hang around must lie 
withered, and sickly, and blighted. W ho thus succeeds, 

. " Much sorrow shall he feel, and even more 
. Than any slave, who labours at the oar.*' 

„ This visit to New Orleans was of soul inspiring charac-^ 
ter. Thousands had convened, specially to welcome the 
man who, in the darkest peril, had stood by the side of his 
Cjoiintry, ** to shield her, and save her, or perish.*' Com- 
panions in arms, who at the siege had borne privations and 
in- fcontinued dangers, and side by side, met and resisted 

'the enemy, crowded to the battle ground, the scene of 
their former danger, there to welcome, and a^ain to grasp 
the hand of their defender and chieftain. It was as '* the 

,nidnory of past joys, soft soothing and pleasant to the 
soul;" it was the rapjid, fervid trace of the imagination 
back to those hours of watchfulness and exertion, when dan- 
gers were met, privations encountered, an enemy foiled, a 
country defended, and the hallowed principles of liberty 

Dd 



preserved, protected and saved. A number of steiMa^ 
boats, decorated after the most tasteful maoo«r, repce^cHi^- 
ing the different states of the union, on the morning of th^ 
8th, at the firing of a signal gun, united ^id £oFm!^# 
procession to the battle ground, below the city. Tlie r^ 
ception and ceremonies being there ended, they returned 
in the same order to. the city, where the state authorUi^ 
received and welcomed as their guest, him, who on thai 
day thirteen years, had proved their deliverer. 

While in the senate of the United States^ General 
Jackson was ever found ardent in his course, friee icosf^ 
every thing of motive, and faithful in discharge of the 
duties before him : zeal for the despatch of busineas^. an4 
persevering industry, with him wer« of marked and evir 
dent character. He did not wear out the time of legislar 
tion with frequent or long discourses:; save to explai% 
and to present in detail matters proceeding from the MUi* 
tary Committee, of which he was chairman^ he aeldoiaa 
offered any remarks to the senate.: On two occa$ionsy 
however, during the first session, when important n^att^rs 
impended, he. participated iii the presented discussions^ 
and to those who previously had considered him a. mere 
soldier, an unskilled statesman, he afforde<i evidences of/a 
mind and capacity no less fitted for the cabinet than th^ 
field. One of the presented iquestions was in reference. >1». 
the policy proper to be pursued by the government in j;^ 
lation to the Indians of this country, who in the anoQi^ 
lous capacity of distinct and independent sovereignties, 
within the limits of our own territorial jurisdiction, ai^ , 
treated with as siiclv and,recognised as independent of offr^ 
laws. In this discussion no senator appeared save hi|i>' 
self and Mr. Rufus King of New York. The importance 
given to it by both speakers, was of a character peculiarly 
to interest all who were present, and to induce other memr 
hers to forbear all participation : to them alone was the 
matter yielded, apart from the interference of othersj 
Jackson , maintaining, with his own personal observation 
introduced to prove the accuracy of the assertion, that the 
treaty making power as applicable to Indians, was a sys^ 
tern of demoralizing effect— K)f bribery and corruption, 
wherein a few leading men and chiefs became possessed 
of all the favours and benefits of the government, to the en- 
tire exclusion of the poorer classes of the tribes: justice 
could alone be produced, to them by some more f^teriaf 
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%Ba4 |>aternal tiare on the part of the general gdremiaent, 
hf some system to be resorted to different from that which 
pre^tdied. This being in executive session, at a time 
VrKen all perspns are excluded from the' senate, no report 
^ what passed has been preserved. 
* The other subject on which his views- were disclosed, 
%as a bill granting an annual appropriation for clothing, 
«s niilitary men term it, the fortifications— for procuring 
and placing ordnance for the defence of our fortified po&i- 
Mcms. On this occasion General Jackson delivered to the 
^teate^ and to a crowded auditory in the gallery and in the 
lobby, an able exposition of his views. He proceeded to 
^how'the reliance which even of necessity, at the onset of 
war, this country would have to repose on the militia; and 
tX t^e importiance of our fortifications in holding an ene- 
ffty in check until the force of the.coimtry could be pre- 
pared and concentrated, and her resources called efficient- 
ly forth. He occupied the Sbor for about thirty or forty 
imnutes, and during^ that time commanded the marked at- 
Cention of the senate, many of whom were afterwards 
heard to pronounce what he had said to be full of elocu- 
. tton and practical illustration* ^He concluded his remarks 
wi^ the following beautiful expression : '^ Do these things, 
Mr. President, and hereafter, my life on it, the combined 
fleets of Europe shall float in your waters as harmless as 
t^ swan that swims around their ships. " This speech 
never appeared- — ^it was lost: it was delivered at a time 
when those who acted as reporters, operated upon perhaps 
by political considerations, felt no solicitude to present 
Jackson in any other aspect than a meritorious and gallant 
^Mier on the battle field, without the qualities and qua- 
lifications of a citizen or statesman : even now it is argued 
and maintained,^' there all his merit lies." Who relies upon 
this as correct, disregards facts, or else is ignorant of the 
man. With a mind that stops not to consult the minor 
arrangements and order of orthography to the extent that 
others 'do, of more scholastic and synthetically trained 
habits, he moves industriously and onward to his purpose 
and to his conclusions, while for strength of thought and 
expression, and with a method so plain and lucid that all 
who read can understand, it is believed he has few supe- 
riors. Equivocal or ambiguous in nothing, he writes and 
speaks so clearly and plainly, as that none to comprehend 
Mm are compelled to a second reading, or to ^sk a further 
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repetition of his remarks. All who a^ acquainted with hiin 
admit his superior powers of perception and judgment^ 
with a quickness and despatch in business, equaUed by 
feW| and surpassed by none; while his manners are of th0 
most easy, familiar and polished cast: an({ yet such is t^ie^ 
present 'politically excited state of the times, thit he ia jrfj-, 
presented, and matiy believe it, of a very converse charac% 
ter, of different deportment — '* a military chieftain," an4r 
mere soldier, fit only.for the battle strife. A successful ger. 
neralat the head of an army must be gifted with intelligence 
and a mind of a superior order ; for without these it is con-, 
fidently believed, no man ever did, or ever can make a disr 
tinguished commander. There is no situation, which than: 
this, requires a higher exercise of the mental faculties^ 
especially where the forces to be commanded consist of 
militia, always uninformed in the science of war, and not 
unfrequently insubordinate and dissatisfied. It was wit]\. 
troops of this description that General Jackson, durliig; 
his whole career, was almost exclusively compelled to cme;' 
rate ; and yet no general was ever more successful, or lost 
fewer men, considering the numerous battles by him fought 
and won. Ever cautious, and sparing of the lives of Lis 
soldiers, this curious and strange fact is presented, that in 
ail his campaigns ajid different battles fought, the nunnber 
of his killed and wounded is less than five hundred^ while 
that of the different enemies he contended with, savage and. 
civilized, could have been nothing short of five or six thou- 
sand. This could never have been effected apart from tKe 
exercise of superior caution, mind and judgment, and ^a^, 
vigilance most unremitting. 

Andrew Jackson is no military chieftain. He was not 
bred a soldier, or reared to the profession of arms: the 
eclat he acquired, and the success which uniformly has at- ' 
tended him, and which eminently has redounded to the 
honour and advantage of his countijy, resulted from his 
alertness and untiring industry, and from that intuitive 
superiority of mind and judgment which in any other situa- 
tion where he might be placed, would equally carry him 
to similar prosperous results. In war, the dependance of 
i>ur country, must be upon her citizens ; and the greatest , 
incentive to action is, Uiat posts and places of the first dis- 
tinction are open to all ; merit is the alone passport; and this 
being possessed, the road to preferment lies unobstructed. 
Let it, however, be understood, that he, who amidst the din 
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and shife of war, hj energy and perseverance^ and conti- 
nued success, attains to high distinction, shall in conse- 
quence, afterwards be rejected from places of trust in civil 
Hfe, and if the tendency of such decision be not to destroy, 
it must at least paralyze exertion in our future contests. The 
sweetest solace to a soldier for the privations and dangers 
encountered in war, is that his acts will be appreciated, 
and gratefully remembered by his countrymen. It is this 
emulation and pride of feeling which constitutes a citadel 
impregnable to the rudest assaults of^despotism. Take it 
away; let the name of citizen soldier become a term of re- 
proach, a species of ostracism, a disqualification to office, 
arid liberty and the rights of man will presently be known 
* *■ Tio more for ever. " W hile the lofty spirit of Roman citi- 
zens remained, Rome knew no conqueror, no superior. 
While posts of honour and office in France stood open and 
accessible to merit, from whatever quarter arising, and 
every citizen felt himself a component part of the govern- 
ment, the name of Frenchman was but another term for 
invincible : and so must it ever be ! For all time to come 
will it be found, that while freemen are giants, slaves and 
dependants are but mere dwarfs in their country's de- 
fence. But that man is without freedom and privilege, 
who is denied the possession of a right through want of 
any qualification other than what the constitution and laws 
require ; and still more is he without them when the dis- 
qualification sought to be imposed, shall be the result of 
wo/ive— of prejudice towards him, produced from efforts 
made in the cause of his country, for defending her against 
aggression, and in rescuing her from the grasp of an inva- 
ding and powerful foe. Establish the principle: let the 
term successful commander become one of reproach, pro- 
scription, of disqualification to office, and civil trust, and 
who shall be found to fight our future battles? Love of 
country will then abate, and brave, and gallant, and enter-* 
prising ^men, that only safe rampart, where liberty caia 
securely repose, will in moments of trial, in vain be sought 
for. 
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(A) • 
JhrodamoHon of eohnd NuMb tothe wuthem and wettem inhabitants* 

Natiyxs of Louisiana! on you the first call is made, to asust in 
liberating from a fiiithless, imbecile government, your paternal soil: 
Spaniards, Frenchmen, Italians, and British, whether settled, or re- 
nding for a time in I/Miisiana, on you, also^ I call, to aid me in this 
just cause: the American usurpation in tlus country must be abolish- 
ed, and the lawful owners of the soil put in possesion. I ^na at the 
head of a large body of Indians, well armed, disciplined, and com- 
manded ^ by British officers — a good train of artiliery, with every 
requisite, seconded by the powerful aid of a numerous British aatd 
Spanish squadron of ships and vetoels of war. Be not alarmed, in- 
habitants of the country, at our approach; the same good futh and 
disinterestedness, which has distinguished the conduct of Britons in 
Eviro^e, accompanies them here; ifou voiU have no fear of UH^joub 
iaxesimposed on you for the purpose of carrying on an unnaturMond 
unjutt toOTi your property, your laws, the peace and tranquillity of 
your country, will be guaranteed to you by men who will suffer no 
uifxingfement of theirs; rest assured that th^se brave red men only 
bum with an ardent desire of satisfaction for the wrongs they have 
suffered from the Americans; to join you in liberating these southern 
provinces from their yoke, and drive them into those limits formerly 
prescribed by my sovereign. The Indians have pledged themselves, 
in the most solemn manner, not to injure, in the slightest degree, the 
persons or properties of any but enemies. A flag over any do<H*,> 
whether Spanish, French, or British, will be a certain protection; 
nor dare any Indian put his foot on the threshold thereof, under 
penalty of death from lus own countrymen; not even an enem^ wUl 
an Indian put to death, except resisting in arms; and as for injurii^g 
helpless women and children, the red men, by their good conduct, 
and treatment to them, will (if it be possible) make tiie Americans 
blush for their more inhuman conduct, lately on the Escambia, and 
within a neutral territory. 

Inhabitants of Kentucky, you have too long borne witii grievous 
impositions — ^the whole brunt of the war has fallen on your brave 
sons; be imposed on no longer, but either range yourselves under the 
standard of your forefathers, or observe a strict neutrality. If you 
comply with either of these offers, whatever provinons you send 
down, will be paid for in dollars, and the safety of the persona bring- 
ing it, as well as the free navigation of the Mississippi, guarantee 
to you. 
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Men of Kentucky, let me call to your view (and I tni^ to your 
abhorrence) tiie conduct of those factions which hurried you into 
this ciyil, unjust, and unnatural war, at a time when Great Britain was* 
•traiiung^ every nerve, in defence of her own, and the Bberties of the 
world— when tiie' bravest of her sons were fighting and bleeding in 
■o sacred a cause-«whea she was spending imUions of her treasure 
in endeavouring to puU down one of the most formidable and danger* • 
Otts tyrants that ever disgraced the fonn of man— when gkoaao^ 
Europe was ahnost in her last gasp— when Britons alone sliowed an: 
undaunted iront-<-basely did uose assassins endeavour to stab licr 
i^mthe rear; she has turned on them, renovated from the bloody^ 
but successful struggle — Europe is happy and free^ and she ngw 
hastens, justiy, to avenge the unprovoked insult. Show them ihtJt^ 
, you are npt collectively unjust: leave that contempHbkfew to ahif^ fee. 
themselves^ let those slaves of the tjrrant send an embassy to Elha» 
and implore his aid; but let every honest, upright American spam • 
them with united contempt. After the experience of twenty-one 
years, can you longer support those brawlers for liberty^ wlio call it. 
freedom, when themselves are free ? Be no longer their dupes^-«e« 
cept of my offers — every thing 1 have promised in this paper, I 
guarantee to you, on the saeredhonour of k British officer. 

Given lunder my hand, at my keeuLquarters, 
Pensacola, this 39th day of August, 1814. 

EDWAilD NICHOULS. 



(B) . 

Letter to commodore Daniel T, Patterson. 

PsNSAcoiA, 4ith December, 1814. 

r 

Sin — ^I feel it a duty to apprise you of a very laTgfe force of the :> ^ 
enemy off this port, and it is generally understood New Orleaivsr is ^ 
the object of attack. It amounts, at present, to a^bout eighty vessels, .' 
and more than double th^t number are momentarily looked for, to ' 
form a junction, when an immediate commencement of their opent- 
tions will take place. I am not able to learn how, when, or where 
the attack will be made; but I understand that they have vessels of 
all descriptions, and a large4)ody of troops. Admiral Cochi'ane com* 
mands; and his ship, the Tonnant, lies, at this moment, just outside 
the bar. They certainly appear to have swept the Wert Indies of 
tixK^is, and probably no means will be left untried to obtain their ob- 
ject. The admiral arrived only yesterday noon. 

I am yours, &c. ' 
^"■•■^ ■ N» * ♦. - 



- (C) 

LeHerfromCharks K, Blanchierdi^ gmeraljiuksim. 

r' * * ' New Oklxaitb, Mmthj 20, 1814. 

' \S^B-^I have the honour, a^reeftbly to 3$our request, to state to your , 
exftidieticy, in writing', the substance of a conFersation that occurred 
biptweeit quarter-master Pcddie, of the Britl^ army, and myself, on 
atut iltb instant, on board his Britannic Majesty's ship Herald. Quar- 
tev'inaster Peddle observed, that the commanding officers of the Bri^ 
tutt forces were daily in the receipt of every information from the 
cily of New Orleans, which they might require, in Md of their ope- 
iMaxfOBy for the completion of the objects of the expedition ;«that 
iSasy were^ perfectly acquainted with the situation of evety part of 
qpir fi>rc€s, the manner in which the same was situated, the number 
of eur f<xtifications, their strength, pomtion, &c. ^As to the battery 
on the left bank of the Bdlssissippi, he described its ntuation, its dis- 
tance from the maip post, and promptly offered me a plaii of the 
worits. He furthermore stated, that the above information was re- 
Gfeived from seven or eight persons^ in the city of New* Orleans, from 
whom he could, at any hour, procure evety information nedsssary to 
promote his majesty's interest. 



Jiddress of majcfr^gerurcd Jackson^ on the 8/A of January y to the troops on 

the right bank of the river. 

While, by the blessing of heaven, one of the most brilliant victo- 
ries was obtun^d by the tropps under my immediate command, no 
words can express tiie mortification I felt, at witnessinjg^ the scene 
exhibited on the opposite bank. I will spare your feelings and my 
oirny nor enter into detail on the subject. To aU who reflect, it must 
beiA source, of eternal regret, that a few moments^ exertion of that 
cipurage you certiunly possess, was alone wanting: to hav6 rendered ' 
yoiff success more complete than that of your fellow-citizens in this 
camp. To what cause was the abandonment of your lines owmg^ 
To fear^ No! You are the countrymen, the friends, the brothers of 
those who have secured to themselves, by their courage, the lati- 
tude of their country; who have been pro^gal of ^eir blood m its 
delenoe, and who are strangers to^oiy other fear than disgrace. To 
cBsaffection to our glorious cause? No, my countrymen, your gen- 
eral does justice to the pure sentunents by which you are inspired. 
How tiien could brave men, firm in the cause in wluch the^ were 
enrolled, neglect their first duty, and abandon the post oomnutted to 
tb^ care? The want of discipline, the want of order, a total disre- 
gard to obedience, and a spirit of insubordination, not less destructive 
than cowardice itsetf, are the causes which led to this disaster, and 
iksy must be ^radicated, or I must cease to oommaiid. I desire to 
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be distmcUy undent'ood, that ereiy breach of orders, all wast-^f 
discipline, every inattention to duty, will be seriously and prw i yH y 
punished; that the attentive oificers, and. good solders, may net be 
mentioned in the dis^prace and danger wluch the negligence <tf aifear 
may produce. Soldiers! you want only the will, in order to emulate 
Uie glory of your fellow-citizens ontiua bank of the river— ^ouka^e 
the same motives for action; the same ^interest, the same ooanlry to 
protect; and you have an ad^donal interest, from past events^ to w^e 
off reproaclC and show that you will not be inferior, in the di^tif 
trial, to any of your countrymen. 
But remember! without obedience, without order, without diadi- 

Sline, all your efibrts are vain. The brave man, inattentive to^liis 
uty, b worth little more to his country than the coward who desetts 
her in the hour of danger. Private opinions, as to the competcHioy 
of officers,, must not be indulged, and stiU less expressed; it i» impos- 
sible that the measures of those who command should satisfy allwEo 
are bound to obey; and one of the most dangerous faults in a sols^er, 
is a disposition to criticise and blame the orders and characters <^fais 
superiors. Soldiers! I know that many of yoil have done your dutf ; 
and I trust, in future, I shall have no reasdn to make any excepfk^. 
Office^l I have the fullest confidence- that you will enforce obeifi- 
ence to your commands; but, above' all, that by'Subordinali^ m 
your different grades, you will set an example to your men; and that, 
hereafter, the army of the right will peld to none in the essential 
qualities which characterize gpood soldiers;-«that tiiey will earn their 
ware of those honours and rewards which their country will prepare 
Ibritsddiverers. - 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

Majur-Genrnd commmandinQ. 



(E) ■ 

jBddress delivered to nmor-general JMbrew Jackam^ by the reiftrend J^, 
Dubour^f adm!huetrat(fr-€y9o^olieofthedioees8ofL(wi8ima,' « - 

GsNERAi., — ^While the state of Louiaana, in the joyful transpQiti 
of her gratitude, hsdls you as her deliverer, and the asserter c^ her 
menaced liberties— while g^telul America, so lately wrapped up -in 
anxious suspense, for the fate of this important city, is re-echoing frofli 
shore to shore your splendid achievements,' and preparing to inaer&e 
your name on her immortal rolls, among those of her Washington»<^ 
while histoiy, poetry, and the'monumental arts, will vie in consignhi|f 
to the admiration of the latest posterity, a triumph perhaps unpaea^ 
leled in their records— while thus raised, by universal acclamatioii; 
to the very pinnacle of fiime, how easy had it been for you, genera^ 
to forget the Prime Mover of your wonderful successes, and to «a- 
sume to yourself a praise, ^i^ch must essentially retmnf to that ex^' 
alted source whence every merit is derived. But, better abcreahHed 
with the nature of tme glory, and jusUy placing tfaie snttaiiit (^y«d 
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vtkitkmf in approving yourself the worthy instniment of Heaven's 
taerdlul desiensy the first impulse of your religious heart was to ac- 
• imowled^ me signal iniajtmHtin of Prtmdenee — ^your first step, a 
> sniema display «f your humdh sense of his favours. 

StiU agitated at the remembrance of those chreadful agoniesjlrom 
'Which we have been so miraculously rescued, it is our pride to ac- 
jfcnowledge, that the Almighty ha^ truly had the principal hand in our 
defiTeranee, and to follow you, general, in attributing to his infinite 
Igoodness, the homage of our unfeigned gratitude. Let the infatuated 
votary <^ a blihd chance deride our credulous simplicity; let the cold- 
Jlesrtcd Alheist look for the explanation of important events to the 
aiere concatenation of human causes: to us, &e whole universe is 
leud in proclaiming a Supreme Ruler, who; as he holds the hearts of 
men in his hands, holds also the thread of all contingent occurrences. 
*f Whatever be His intermediate a^nts," says an mustrious prelate, 
,.**fit31 on the secret orders of His all-ruling providence, depend the 
rise and prooperity, as well as the decline and downfall of empires. 
.F^XHn His lofty throne, he moves every scene below, now curi>ing'9 
aow letting loose, the passions of men; now infusing His own wisdom 
Into the leaders of nations; now confounding their boasted prudence, 
wad ^>veading upon their councils a spirit of intoxication ; and thus 
executing His uncontrollable judgments on t^e sons of men, accord- 
i^ to the dictates of His own unerring justice." 

To HifUf therefore, our most fervent thanks are'due, fo^^ur late 
unexpected rescue. It is IRm we intend to praise, when considering^ 
you, general, as the »um ofkis right hand, whom he has taken pains 
to fit out for the important commission of our defence. We extol 
that fecundity of genius, by which, under the most ^scouraging dis- 
tress^ ydu created unforeseen resources, nosed, as it were, from the 
g^und, liosts of intrepid warriors, and provided every vtilnerable 
p<nnt with ample means of defence. To Him we trace that instinc- 
tive superiority of your mind, which at once rallied around you uni- 
versal confidence; impressed one irreaustible movement to all the 
jsiring elements of wmchthis political machine is composed; aroused 
t&eir slumbering spirits, and diffused through every rank the noble 
ardour which glowed in your own bosom. To Him, in fine, we ad- 
dress our acluiowled^ents for that^ consummate prudence which 
defeated all the combmations of a sagacious enemy, entangled him in 
^e very snares which he had spread for us, and succeeded in effect- 
ing his utter destruction, without exposing the Hves of our citizens. 
Jtoinortal thanks be to His Supreme Majesty, for sending us such an 
instnimOit of His bountiful designsi A ^ft of that value is the best 
token of the continuance of His protection — the most solid encour- 
j^^ement to sue for new &vours. The first which it^emboldens us 
hgoflibly to supplicate, as nearest our throbbing hearts, is, that you 
nu^ long enjoy the honour of your grateful country; of which you 
will p«mit us to present you a pledge, in this wreath of laurel, the 
]M3ze dT victory, the sjrmbol of unmortality. The next is a speedy 
and honourable termination of the bloody contest in which we are 
engaged. No one has so effieaiciously lahoiured as you, general, for 
the acceleration of that bhssfnl period; may" we soon reap that sweet- 
est fruit of your splen^d and uninteirupt^ victories. 
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Oenerai Jadtaon^s Bfpiy* 

RxTSBSHS Sim,— >I receive, with gratitude arid pleasure, the ^nt- 
bolical crown which piety has prepared. I receive it in the name 
of the brave men who have so effectually seconded my exertion^i^— 
they well deserve the laurels which tiheir country will bestow.* 

For myself, to have been instrumental in the deliverance of such a 
country, is the greatest bles^ng that heaven could confer. That it 
has been effected with so little loss^^that so few tears should cloud 
the smiles of our triumph, and not a cypress leaf be interwoven in 
the wreath Which you present, is a source of the^ most exquiate ' 
pleasure. 

I thank you, reverend sir, most sincerely, for the prayers which 
you offer up for my happiness.. May those your patriotism dictates^ 
for our beloved country, be first heard: and ttiay mine, for your in-' 
dividual prosperity, as well as that of the congregation committed tb' 
your care, be favourably received-^the prosperitjr, wealth, and hajp- 
piness of this city, wiU then be x:ommensurate witli the courage and 
other qualities of its inhabitants. 



Jirwjoer submitted by major-general JackeoUt on a rule to show cause tvhy 
an attdckment for contempt should not issue €tgainst Mm. 

Without submitting to the jurisdiction of the court, or ackaow* 
ledging the regularity of its proceedings, but expressly denying the 
same — in order to ^ve a fair and true exposition of his conduct, <m. 
every occasion in which it may be drawn into question— This Re* 
spondent saith, "- ' . • 

That previously to, and sooii afler, hiis amyal in this section of the 
seventh milit^iry district, he received several letters and pommunica*- 
tions, putting nim on his guard agsutTSt a portion of the inhabitantsof^ 
the state, the leg^lature, and foreign emissaries in the city. Th^ 
population^of the country was represented as divided by. political 
narties and national prejudices: a great portion of them attached to 
ipveign powers and disaffected to the government of their own counr 
tiy, and some, as totally unworthy of confidence. The militia was* 
described as resisting the authority of their commandeMn-chieii and 
encouraged in their disobedience by the legislature of the state. Ths^ 
legislature characterized as' politically rotten, and the whole state in 
such a 'situation as to make it necessary to lo6k for defence pruioi- 
pally from the regular troops, and the militia from other states^ 
Among those representations, the most important, from the ofiieial 
station of the writer, were those of the governor. On the 8th rf- 
August, 1814, .he says— 

**0n a late occasion I had th& mortification to acknowledge ttiy 
inability to meet a requisition from general Flournoy) the corps of 
this city having, far the most part, resisted my orders, bdag e&couiw 
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i^d in their disobedience by the legislature cf the state, then in ses- 
,^ aon; one branch of which^ the senate, having declared the reqmsi' 
iim illegal and ojppresuve, and the house of representatives having 
rejected a proposition to approve the measure. How far I shall be 
supported in my late orders, remains yet to be proved. I have rea- 
i son to calculate upon the patriotism of the interior^ and western 
countries. B^now also that there are many faithful citizens in New 
Orleans; but there are Others, in whose attachment to the United 
States / ou^ not to confide. Upon the whole, sir, I cannot disg^se 
the fact, that if Louisiana' should be attacked, we must principaUy 
depend for i^ecurity upon the prompt movement of the regular force 
under your command, and the mihtia of the western states and terri- 
toiies. At thi^ moment, we are in a very unprepared and defenceless 
condition: sevei^ important points of defence remain unoccupied, 
and in case of ^ sudden attack, this capital would, I fear, fall &n 
easy sacrifice.*' ^ , 

On the 12th of the same month, the respondent was told — 
** On the native Americans, aild a vast majority of the Creoles of 
the country, I place much confidence, nor do I doubt the<fidelity of 
many Europeans, who have lon^ resided in the country; but there 
are others, much devoted to the interest of Spain, and whose par- 
tiality to the EngUsh is not less observable than their dislike to the 
American government." 
In a letter of the 24th, the same ideas are repeated-— 
<f Be assured, sir, that nb exertions shall be wanting, on my part; 
'but I cannot disguise from you, that T have a very difficult people to 
manage: to this moment, no opposition to the requisition has mani- 
fesbed itself, but I am not seconded with that oardeni zeal, which, in 
my opinion, the crisis demands. We look with great anxiety to your 
. movements, and place our greatest reliance for ^ety,^ on the energy 
L aad pa;triotism of the western states. In Louisiana, there are n^any 
I fidthful citizens; these last persuade themselves, that Spsdn will soon 
repossess herself of Louisiana, and they seem to believe, that a com- 
bined Spanish and English force wiU soon appear on our coast. 
If Loui^ana is invaded, I- shall put myself at the head of such of n^y 
quHtia a» wiU fbllow me ,to the field, and, on receivings shaU obey your 
order?' I need not assure you of my entire confidence in you, as % 
commander, and of the pleasure I shall experience in supporting all 
your measures for the common defence; but, sir, a cause of Inde- 
seribable chagrin to me is, that 1 am not at the head of a willing and 
united people: native Americans, native Louisianians, Frenchmen, 
and Spaniaids, with some Englishmen, compose the mass of the popu- 
l«taon— amoiifif them, there exists much jealousy, and as great differ- 
encefr in potitical sentiments as in their language and habits. But, 
nevertheless, sir, if we are supported by a respectable body of regu- 
lar troops, or of western militia, I trust I shall be able to bring to 
your aid, a valiant and faithful corps of Louisiana militia: but if we 
are left to rely prtndpaUy on our own resources, I fear existing jear 
p louflies^ will lead to a distnist so general, that we shall be able to 
make but a feeble resistance." 
On the 8th of September, the governor remarks, the spirit of dis- 

E e 
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tfftciaakiB aaidto be gxeater than wisfluppofted-^tiiecoiiiitiy is ondt 
to be filled wiiii apiet and irmton. *' EneloBed you have copies of aijr 
kte genenl orden. They mav, and I tnist will be obeyed^ but to 
this moment my feUow-citizens have not manifested all that unioB a^ 
2eal the crins demands, and their own safety reqmies. There i* m 
this city a much ereaUr tpuntof dimi^eduin than I had anticqsated; 
and among the faithful Louisianians there is a dapMbanty whidt 
paliies idl my preparations; they see no strong regular force, aroand 
which they could rally with confidence, and thejr seem to iStiak. 
themselves not within the reach of seasonable assistance from the 
western states. I am assured, ar, you wiU make the most judiciiKis 
disposition of the forces under your command; but excuse me ftir 
suggesting, that the presence "of the seventh regiment, at or sesr 
New Orleans, will have the most salutary effect The garrison here 
at present is alanni^gly ^eak, and is a cause of much^regret: iMBBk 
^e great mixture of persons, and characteis, in this city, .we have 
as muc^ to apprehend from within as ^m wilhout In aivesting tke 
intercourse between New Orleans and Pensacola, you have done 
right Pensacola is, in fact, an enemy's post, and had our comimtf^ 
cial intercoms with it continued, the supplies furnished to the csie- 
my would have so much exhausted our own stock of provimona^ aat« 
have occasioned the most serious inconvenience to ourselvea. I ^mtbs 
on the point of taking on myself the prohibition of the trade Witii 
Pensacola; I hdd prepared a proclamation to that effect, and would 
have issued it the very day I heard of your interpo^tion. Eneauea 
to the country may blame you for your prompt and. eneigetic mea- 
sures; but, in the p^rtson of every patriot, you wiU find a supporter. 
I am very confident; of the very lax police of tins city, and mdeed 
throughout th«^state, with respept to the visits of strangers. I thhil:^ 
with you, that our country is filled with ispies and traitors: I haVe 
written pressingly on the subject to the city authorities and "piannbi 
judges. — ^I hope some efficient ^gulations wiU speedily be adopted 
by the first, and more vig^nce exerted fot the future by the latter.** 
On. the 19th of September^ speaking of the drafts of nailitia,'he 
says— . , 

^ " The only difficulty I have lutherto experienced in meeting ^le^ 
requiffltion, has been in this city, and exclusively from some fiuropean 
'Frenchmen, who, after giving their adhdsion to JLouis'XVIH, have, 
through the me^um of &e French consul, claimed exemption from 
the d^ifts,^s French subjects. The question of exemption, however, 
is now under discussion, before a special cdurt of inquiry, and I urn' 
not without hopes, that these ungrateful men may yet be broog^ to 
a discharge of their duties." 

On the necessity of securing the country against the machinatioffii 
of foreigners, he, on the 4thofNbvember, informed the respondent — 

" You have been informed of the contents of an intercepted letter, 
written by colonel Coliel, a Spanish officer, to captain Morales, Of 
Pensacola.— This letter was submitted for the opinionof the attorney- 
general of the state^ as to measures to be pursued against ttie writer. 
The attorney-general was opinion, that the courts could take no 
cognizance of the fame^ but that the governor might order the 
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^esker to leave the state, and in case of reHisal, to send him off by 
^ fa^ot. I accordingly, sir, ordered colonel Coliel to take his departure, 
in forty-eight hours* for Pensacola, and gave him Ihe necessary pass- 
)»orts. I hope this measiire may meet your approbation. It is a just 
tetplation for the conduct lately observed by the governor of Pensa- 
f €ola» and may induce the Spaniards, residing among us,, to be less 
eommunicative upon those subjects which relate to our miUtar>' 
taovements. 

' With the impresmons this correspondence was cidculated to pro- 
^ tbice^ the respondent arrived in this city, where, in different conver- 
' tations, the same ideas were enforced, and he was advised, not only 
hf tfa« governor of the state, but veiy many influential persons, to 
I proclaim MAmTiAi. -law, as the only means of producing union, over- 
' comii^ disaffection, detecting treason, and calling forth the energies 
I «f^e country. This measure was discussed and recommended to 
I ^e respondent, as he well recollects, in the presence of the judg« 
•f this hcmoiirable court, who not only made no objection, but seem- 
ctdy by his gestiires and silence, to a][>prove of its being adopted, 
l^ese opinions, respectable in theqnselves, derived greater weight 
irosi that which the governor expressed, of the legislature then in 
tessioD. He represented their fidelity as very doubtfiil; ascribed de- 
lign to their |)rolong^d session; and appeared extremely desirous that 
ti^y should adjourn. 

The respondent had also been informed that, in the house of re- 
pfea^^tiveSy the idea^that a veiy considerable part of the state be- 
longed to the Spanish government, and ought not to be represented, 
hid been openly advocated, and favourably heard. The co*operation 
tf the Spaniards vnth the English, was, at that time, a prevalent 
^tai.^— This information^ thererare, appeared highly important He 
determined to examine, with the utmost care, all the facts Ihat had 
f linen communicated to him; and not to act upon the advice he had 
iteeeived, until the clearest demonstration should have determined its 
ptoptiety. He was then almost an entire strartger in the place he 
laras sent to defend^ and unacqusunted with the language of a majori- 
ty of its inhabitants. While these circumstances were unfavourable 
to ^is obtaining information, on the one hand, they precluded, on the 
other, a suspicion that his measures were dictated by personal fnend 
ship, private animosity, or party views. . Uninfluenced by such mo- 
tffreSf lie began his observations. He sought for information, and to 
obtain it, communicated with men of eveiy description. He believed 
th«t even then he discovered those hi^ qualities, which have since 
distinguished those brave defenders of their country: — ^that the 
variety of language, the difference of habit, and even the national 
prejudices, which seemed to divide the inhabitantsi, might be made, 
if properly dicected, the source of the mosthonourable emulation. 
Delicate attentions were necessary to foster this disposition: and the 
l»|^hest energy, to restrain the effects that such an assembkige was 
calculated to produce; he det^mined to avail himself of both, and 
^ with tlus view called to his aid the impulse of national feeling, the 
Mgher Motives of -patriotic sentiment, and the noble enthusiasm of 
valour. Tliey operated in, a manner which history w^ record; all 
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wbo could 1^e influenced by those feetin|^, rallied without .deky^- 
round the standard of their country. Their'efibrts, however, would 
haye been unavailing, if the ^safTected had been permitted to coun- 
teract them by their treason, the timid to parahrze them by theii* 
example, and both to stand aloof in the hour of danger, and enj<^ 
the miit of victory, without participaling in the danger c€ defeat. . 

A ^sciplined and powerful army was on our coasL commanded by 
officers of tried valour and consummate skill; their fleet had already 
destroyed the feeble defence, on which, alone, we could rely to pre- 
vent their landing on our shores. Their point of attack was uncer- 
tain — a hundred inlets were to be guarded, by a force not sufficient 
in number for one; we had no lines of defence; .treason lurk^ 
among us, and only waited the moment of expected defeat to ^ow 
itself openly. Qur men were few, and of those few, not all were 
anned; our prospect of aid and supply was distant and unceitsdn; oiff 
utter sruin, if we failed, at hand, and inevitable; eveiy thing depend* 
ed on the prompt and energetic use of the means we possessed~on 
calling the whole force of the .community into action; it was- a c<m- 
test for the very existence of the state, and every nerve was to be 
strained in its defence. The physical force oiF every individual, his- 
moral faculties,^ his property, and the energy of his example, were 
to be called into action, and instant action. No delay — ^no hesi^tion^ 
— ^no inquiiy about rights, or txU was lost; and every thin^dear to 
man, his pat^yerty, life, the honour of his family, his country, its con- 
stitution and laws, were swept away by the avowed principles^ the 
open practice of the enemy with whom We had to contend. Pottifl- 
cations wer^ to be erected, supplies procured, aims sought for, re* 
quisitions made, the emissaries of the enemy watched, lurking trea^ 
son overawed, insubordination punished, and the contagion of *e^W^ 
ardly example to be stopped. 

In this crisis, and under a Bnii persuasion that none of those ob« 
jects could be efl^ected by the exercise of the ordinaiy powers con- 
fided to him — under a solemn conviction that the country committed 
to his care could be saved by that measure only from utter Vuln'— 
under a religious belief, that he was perforfning the most important 
and sacred duty, the respondent prockimed martial law. He intend- 
ed, by that measure, to supersede such civil powers as, in their ope- 
ration, interfered with those he was obliged to exercise. He thoughti 
in such a moment, constitutional forms must be suspended, for the 
permanent preservation of constitutional rights, and that there cotdd 
be no question, whether it were best to depart for a moment, fix)m 
the enjoyment of our dearest privileges, or have them wrested from 
us for ever. He knew, that if the civil magistrates were permol^ed 
to exercise their usual functions, none of 'the measures necessary to 
avert the awful fate that threatened us, could be expected. -Pexsonal 
liberty cannot exist at a time when every man is required to become 
a' soldier.' Private property cannot be secured when its use is indis-i 
pensable to the public safety. Unlimited liberty of speech is incom* 
patible with the discipline of a camp; and that of the prass* more 
dangerous still, when made the vehicle of conveying intdlligence to 
the enemy, or exciting mutiny among the troops. To have suffered 
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the uncontrolled enjoyment of any of tfatose rights, during the tiiii6 
of ^e late invaaon, would have been to abandon the de&nce of the 
country: the civil magistrate is the guardian of those rights;' and the 
proclamation of mart^ law was therefore intended to supersede the 
exercise of his authority, so fiu* as it interfered with the necessary 
reistrictions of those rights; hU no further. 

The 'respondent states these prmciples explicitly, because they 
are the basis of his defence, and because a mistals^en notion has been 
circulated, that the decWation of martial law only subjected the 
mili^ in service to its operation. This would, indeed, have beena 
very useless ceremony, as such persons were already subject to it, 
without the addition of any other act. Besides, if the proclamation 
of martial law were a measure of necessity, — a measure, without the 
exercise of which the country must imquestionably have been con* 
(juered, then does it form a complete justification for the act. If It do • 
iMit, in what manner will the proceeding by attachment for contempt 
be justified? It is undoubtedly and strictly a criminal prosecution; and 
the c<mstitution declares, that in all criminal prosecutions, the accused 
^UkU have the benefit of a trial by jury; yet a prosecution is even 
now going on in this court, where no benefit is allowed. Why? 
From the alleged necessity of the case, because courts could nbt, it 
is said, subsist without a power to punish promptly by their own act, 
and without the intervention of a jury. Necessity then, may, in some 
cases,, justify.a departure from the con^tution : and if, in iti€ doubt- 
ful case of avoiding confusion in a court, shall it be denied in the se- 
rious one of preserving a country from conquest and ruin^ The re- 
spondent beg^ leave to explain, that in using this ailment, he does 
not mean to admit th^ existence of necessity in the case of attach- 
ment; but to show that 'the principle, of a justification from necessity 
i» admitted,, even in the wesdcer case. If the legislature of the Unit- 
ed States have given to courts the power to punish contempt, it is 
hq answer to this defence^ for the reason — ^fitet, because the words 
of the law do not necessarily exclude the intervention of a jUiy; and 
Bi^ondly, if they do, the law -itself is contrary to.the woras of the 
constitution, and can only be supported on the plea of necessity; to 
which head it is referred by the English writers on the subject. 
. TKe only responsibility which has been incurred in^ the present 
case is that which arises from necessity. This, the respondent 
ag^es, must npt be doubtful; it must be apparent, from the circum- 
. stances of the case, or it forms no justification. He submits all his 
acts, therefore, to be tested by this rule. 

To the forcible reasons which he has detailed, as impelling him 
tb this measure, he ought to add, that he has since, by the confession 
of the enemy himself, received a confirmation of the opinions, which 
he had then gfood reason to believe; that there were men among us 
so depraved, as to ^ve daily and exact information of our movements, 
md our forces; that the number of thpse persons was considerable, 
and 'their activity unceasing. The names of those wretches will 
probably be discovered; and the respondent persuades himself, that 
Hub tribunal will employ itself, with greater satisfaction, in inflicting , 

E e 2 . 
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iht punjbdiment due to tlidi' crimes, thmi it now does in isvetiigiijtuig 
the mesfliuf 8 that were taken to countenct them. 

If example can jestify, or the practice of others senre ar ft pcoof ^ 
of necessi^, the respondent has ample materials for h]sdefeBee;iiot 
from analogous constniction, but from the conduct of all -the differ- 
ent departments of the state government, in the vety case now under 
discussion. ^ 

The legislature of the state, having no conslkutionai power to 
regulate or restrain commetee, on the — day of December inst 
passed an act la3ring an embai^go— the executive sanctioned it, and,- 
from a conviction of its necessity, it was acquiesced in. The samtf 
legblature shut up the courts of justice for rour months, to all civil "• 
smtors — ^the same executive sanctioned that law, mid the judiciary 
not only acquiesced, but solemnly approved it 

The governor, as appears by.t>ne of the letters quoted^ uiidcirtooV 
to inflict the punishment of exile upon an inhabitant, without aay Ibrm I 
of law, merely because he thought that an individual's presence 
migfat be dangerous to the public safely. 

. The judg^ of this very court, duly impressed with the emergency 
of the moment, and the tiecessity of employing every means of de- -j 
fence, consented to the <Uscharge of men conunitted and indiated for 
capital crimes, without bail, and without recog^nizance : and probably 
under an impresnon that the exercise of his mnctions would he use- 
less, absented himself from the place where his court was to be kold- 
en, and postponed its session, during a regular term. « 

Thus the conduct of the legislative, executii^e, and judiciary 
branches of the government of tins state, have borne the fiSttest tes- 
timony of the existence of the necessity, on wldch the reiq>ondent 
relies. 

The unqualified approbation of th^ le^dature of the Uiuted States, 
and such of the individual states as were in session, ou^t also to be 
admitted, as no riight .means of'^ defence; inasmuch i^ all these re- J 
spectable bodies were fully apprised of hts proclamation of martial ^ 
law, and some of them seem to refer to it, hy thanking lum ^ the 
energy of his measures. 

The respondent, therefore, believes he has establisbed the -noces- 
sity of proclaiming martial law. He has shown theeffects of ithat I 
declaration; and it only remans to prove, in answer to the rule, that 
the power assumed from necessity, was not abused in its exereise, 
nor improperly protracted in its dun^on. - > 

All the acts mentioned in the rule, took place aftei: the enemy ; 
had retired from the position they had at first assumed — after they had ' 
met with a signal defeat, and ^er an unofficial account had been re- 
ceived of the signature of a treaty of peace. Each of theSe circum- 
stances might be, to one who did not see the whole ground, a suffi- 
cient reason for supponng that further acts of energy and vigour 
were unnecessary. Oh the mind of the respondent, they had a dif- 
ferent effect. The enemy had retired from tiieir position, it is true; 
but they were still on the coasl^ and within a few hours' sail of the 
city. They had been defeated, and with loss; but that lo^ was to ^ 
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. be v^Miiedl^ expected reenforcements. Their numbers still nmch 
[^ more than quadrapled all the regular forces which ihe respondent 
|> €9uid comniaad; and the term ofsendce of his most efiicient milita 
fijnse was about to expire. Defeat, to a powerful and active enemy» 
was more likely to operate as an incentiye to renewed and increased 
exertion, than to inspire them with despondency, or to paralj^ze their 
Jl^ efibrts. A treaty, it is true, had been probably ng^ed; yet it might 
not be ratified. Its contents had not transpired^ and no reasonable con- 
jeoture could be formed, that it would be acceptable. The influence 
which the account of its ngnaturc had on the army, was deleterious 
. in the extreme, and showed a necessity for increased energy, instead 

^ of a relaxation of discipline. Men, who had shown themselves zeal- 
ous in the preceding part of the campaign, now became lukewarm, 
in the service. Those whom no danger could appal, and no labour 
discourage, complained of the hardships of the.camp. When the 
^ eneaiy were no longer immediately before them, they thought them- 

. aehres oppressed, by being detained in service. . Wicked and weak , 
men, who, from theur ntuation in life, ou^ht to have furnished a bet- 
ter example, secretly encouraged this spirit of insub.ordination. They , 
S affected to pity ^e hardships of those who were kept in the field; 
they fomented discontent by insinuating that the merits of those to 
whom they addressed themselves, had not been sufficiently noticed 
or applauded; and to so high a degree had the disorder at length 
risen, HuA at one. period, only fifteen men and one officer, out of a 
whole regiment, stationed to guard the very avenue through which 
the enemy had penetrated into the countiy, were found at their post. 
At another point equally important, a whole corps, on which the 
' -greatest reliance had been placed, operated upon by the acts of a 
foreign agent, suddenly deserted their post. 

iff trusting to an uncertain peace, the resppudont had revoked his 

proclamadon, or ceased to act under it, the fatal security by which 

I we were lulled, might have destroyed aU discipline, have dissolved 

f • all his force, and left \&m without any means of defending the countiy 

against an enemy, instructed, by the traitors within our own bosom, 

of the time and place at which he might safely make his attack. In ., 

- such an event, lus life mi^ht have been offered up ; yet it would have 
been but a feeble expiation, fbr the ^sgrace and miseiy, into which, 
by his crimimd negUgence, he had permitted the country to be 
plunged. 

He thought peace a probable, but by no means a certain event If ; 

* it had really taken place, a few days must bring the official advice of [ 

it; and he behev^ it better to submit, during those few days, to the j 

salutary restnunts imposed, than to put every thing dear to ourselves J 

- and countiy at risk upon an uncertain contingency. Admit the chances [| 
to have been a hun<&ed or a thousand to one in fiivour of the ratifi- 1 
eation, and against any renewed attempts of the enemy; what should j 
we say or think of the prudence of the man, who would stake his | 
life, his fortune, his country, and his honour, even with such odds in | 
1^ favour, agahist a few days' antiq^pated enjoyment of the bles^ngs : 
of peace? The respondent could not bring himself to play so deep a ^ 
hazard; uninfluenced by the clamours of the ignorant and the design- 
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Iitfr, he continaed ti&e exerciie of that law which necessity had compel- 
led him to proclaim^ and he stiUihinkahinuielf jastified, by the utuatxon . 
of affii^ ibr the coune which he adopted and puisued. Has he - 
exerdaed this power wantonly tx waptopeAj} If so» he is liable $ ' 
not, as he beUeves, to this honourable court tor contempt, butHo hi^ 
eovemnent for an abuse of power, and those individuals whom he : 
has injured, in damages proportioned to that injury. 

About the period last described, the consul of France, who ap- 
pears, by Rovemor Cbibonie's letter, to have embairassed the first . 
drafts by his 'cliums in favour of pretended subjects of his king, re- 
newed his interference; his certificates were given to men in the 
ranks of the army; to some who had never applied, and to others . 
who widied to use them as the means of obtaining an inglorious ex- 
emption from danger and fatigue. The immuni^ derived firom these, 
certifiqfites not omy thinned the ranks, by the withdrawal of thoae to 
whom they were gii^n, but produced the desertion of others, who ' 
thought themsi^ves equally entitled to the privilege; and to this 
cause must be traced the abandonment of the important post of Chef 
Menteur, and the temporary refusal of a relief ordeaed to occupy it. ^ 

Under these circumstances, to remove the force of an example* 
whic^ had already occasioned such dangerous consequences, and to 
punish those who were so unwilEng to defend what they were so 
ready to enjoy, the respondent issued a general order, directing those 
French subjects, who had availed themselves of the consul's certifi- 
cates, to remove out of the lines of defence, and fiu* enough to avoid 
any temptation of intercourse without: enemyy v/hom they were so 
scrupulous of opposing. This measure wa^ resorted to, as the mild- 
est mode of proceeding against^ dangerous and increasii^ evil; and 
the. respondent had the less scruple of Ins power, in this instance, ^s 
h was not quite so strong as that which governor CliaJ^ome had ex- 
ercised, before the invasion, by the advibQe of his attorney-general, 
in the case of colonel CtieK 

It createdf howeyer, some sensation;-'-dist;ontent$ were again fo- 
mented, from the source that had first produced them,. Aliens and 
strangers became the most violent advocates of constitutional rights, 
and native Americans were taught the value of their privileges, by 
those who formally disavowed any tide to their enjoyment The 
order was particulariy opposed, in an anonymous publication. In 
this, the author deliberately and wickedly misrepresented the order, 
as subjecting to removal all Frenchmen, whatever, even those who 
had glorioud;y fought in defence of the country; and, after many 
dangerous and unwarrantable declarations, he closes, by calling upon 
all Frenchmen to flock to the standard of their consul — ^thus sZdvi^ng 
and producing an act of mutiny and insubordination, an<^ publishing 
the evidence of our weakness and discord to the enemy, who were 
still in our vicinity, anxious, no doubt,- before the cessation of hostili- 
ties, to wipe away the late stain upon their arms. To have silently 
looked on -such an offence, without making any attempt to punish it^ 
would have been a f<»mal surrender of all discipline, all order, all 
personal dignity, and public safety. Tliis could pot be done; and the 
respondent immediately ordered the arrest of the offender. A writ 
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of hi6eas corpus was directed to iaraei^ his enlargpetnent Thevety - 
case which had been foreseen, tlie very con^ngency On which mar-' 
lia] law was intended to operate, had now occurred. The civil magis- 
trate seemed to think it his duty to enforce the enjoyment of civil 
rights, although the consequences which have been describcMl, wotdd 
probably have resulted. An unbending sense of whit he seemed to 
think fas station required, induced him to oider the liberation of the 
prisoner. Tliis, under the respondent's sense of duty, produced a 
conflict Which it was his wish to avoid. ^ 

No other course remained, than to enforce the principles which h^ 
had laid down as his ^ide, and to suspend the exercise of this judicial 
power, wherever it interfered with the necessaiy means of defence. 
The only way eflTectuaHy to do this, was to place the judge in a situa- 
tion in which his interference could not counteract me measures of 
defence, or give cdHntenance to the mutinous dii^odtion that had 
shown itself in so alarming a degree. Merely to have disregarded 
the writ, would but have increased the evil, and to have obeyed it, 
was wholly repugnant to the respondent's ideas of thepubtic safety, 
and to his own sense of duty. Hie judge was therefore confined, 
and removed beyond the lines of defence. 

As to the paper mentioned in the rule^ which the respondent is 
charged with taking and detaining, he answers, that when the writ' 
was produced by the cleric of this honourable court, Ihe date of its 
issuance appeared to have been altered from the 5th to the Gth. He 
was questioned respecting the appu«nt alteration, and acknowledged 
it had been done by jmlge HaUt and not in the presence of the party 
who made the affidavit This material alteration, in* a paper that 
concerned him, gave the respondent, as he thought, a right to detain 
it for further investigation, wMch he accordihgly did; but gave a 
certified copy, and an acknowledgment that the original was in his 
possession. 

The respondent avows, that he considered this alteration in the 
date of the affidavit, as it was then explained to him by the derk, to ' 
be such evidence of a personal, not judicial interference^ and activity, 
in behalf of a man charged with the most serious off^ice, as justified 
the idea then formed, that the judge approved his conduct, and sup* 
ported his attempts to excite disaffection among the troops. 

This was the conduct of the respondent, and these the motives 
which prompted it They have been fairly and openly exposed to 
this tribunal, and to the world, and would not have been accompanied 
by any exception or waver of jurisdiction, if it had been deemed ex- 
pecHent to give him that species of trial, to which he thinks himself 
entitled, by the constitution of his country. The powers which the 
exigency of- the times fixrced him to assume, have been -exercised 
exciunvely for the public good; and, hy the blessing of God, they 
have been attended with unparalleled success. They have saved 
the countty; and whatever may be the opinion of that country, or 
the decrees of its courts, in relation to the means he has uae^ he 
can neverregret that he employed them. 

ANDBEW JACKSON. < 
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Mktm to'ihe troops ai ifew Orbam, after the onnuneiaHon ofpeace^ 

Ttie major-g^eral b at length enabled to perform the j^easing 
task of restoring to Tennessee, Kentucky, Louisiana, and the temtocsc 
of the Missiasippii the brave troops who have acted such a distinguish- 
ed part in the war v^hich has just terminated In restoring these 
^bfave men to their homes» much exertion is expected of, and great - 
^.responsibility imposed on, the .^commanding officers of the d^erent 
•orps. It is required of majoi>generals Carroll and Thomas, and 
brigadier-general CofPee, to march their commands, without unne- 
cessary deny, to their respective states. The troops from the Hisp 
rissinpi tertitOTy and state of Louisiana, both militia and volunteer^ 
will be immediatdy mustered out of service, pdSd, and discharged. 

The maj<Mr-genc«alha8the satisfaction of announcing the approba^ 
tion of the pr^ident of the United States to the conduct of the troops 
. under his command, expressed, in flattering terms^ through the ho- 
nourable the secretary at war. ^ 

In parting with those brave men, whose destinies have been so 
Icmg united with his own, and in whose labours and glories it is his 
happiness and his boastto have parti^dpated, the commanding general 
can neither supt»es8 his feelings, nor give utterance to them as he 
ought. In what teims can he bestow suitable praise on merit so ex- • 
traordinary, so unparalleled? Let him, in one burst of joy, gratitude^ 
and exultation, excUum— ''These are the saviours of tneur coiuitry-^ 
these the patriot soldiers, who triumphed over the invindbles of 
Wellington, and conquered the conquerors of Europe!" Witii what 
. patience did you subn^ to privationsh— with what fortitude did you 
endure fatigue-^^hat valour did you display in the day of battle? 
You have secured to America a proud name among the nations of the 
earUi — a glory ^hidi will never perish. 

Posseswig those <£spo8itions, which equally adorn the citizen and 
the soldier, the expectations of your country wiflbe met in peace, as 
her wishes have been gratified in war. Go, then, my brave com- 
panions, to^ your homes; to those tender coniiexions, and blissAil 
scenes; which render life so dear — ^fiill of honour, and crown^ with 
laurels which will never fkde. When participating in the bosoms of 
your fiunyies, the eiyoyment of peaceM life, willi what happiness 
will you not look bacK to the tculs you have borne — ^to the dangers you 
have encountered? how will aU your past exposures be converted 
^ into sources of inexpres^ble delight? Who, that never experienced 
your sufferings, will be able to appreciate yotir joys? Tlie man who 
slumbered ingloriously at home, during your painful marches, your 
nights of watchfulness, and your days <^ toil, will envy you the hap- 
piness which these recollections williifTord — still m6re will he envy 
the gratitude of that country, wludi you have so eminently contri- 
butedtx) save. 

Contanue, fellow soldiers, on 3rour passage to your several destiaa. 
tions, to preserve that subordination, that dignified and manly deport- 
menty whidi have so ennobled your ^laracter. 
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^ While the commanding general is thus pying indulgence to his 
y feeBngs, towards those brave cohipanionsy who accompanied him 
throiffih difficulties and dangers, he cannot permit the names of Blount, 
and Shelby, and Holmes, to pass unnoticed. With what generous 
Ardour and patriotism have these disting^shed govexnors contributed 
^ $M their exertions, to provide the means of vietoty! The recollec-« 
' ' tion . of their exertions, and of the success which has resulted, will be 
to them a reward more grateful than any which the pomp of title, or 
the splendour of wealth, can bestow. . 
I What happiness it is to the commandinjg general, that while dan- 
ger was before him, he was, on no occaaon, compelled to use to- 
wards his companions in arms, either severity or rebuke ! If, alter 
the enemy liad retired, improper pasaons b^;aa their enqiire in a 
^ few unworQiy bosoms, and rendeied a resort to energetic measures 
' necessary for their suppre^on, he has not coiifoiuided the innocent 
with'the ffuilty— the seduced with the seducers. Towards you, fellpw- 
soldiers, uie most cheering recollections exist; blended, alas! with re- 

^gret, that disease and war should hav^ ravished from us somany 
f, wortii^ companions. But the memory of the cause in which they 
perished, and of the virtues which animated them while Hving, must 
occupy the place where sorro^v would claim to dwelh 
Farewell, fellow-soldiers. The expression of your general's thanks 
^ is'feeble; but the gratitude of a countiry of freemen is yours-^ypurs 
''he applause of an admiring world. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

MajoT'Generai commanding. 
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